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THE CURIOUS CASE OF THE FIRST SPECIMEN 
RECORD OF VIRGINIA’S WARBLER (OREOTHLYPIS 
VIRGINIAE) FROM EASTERN NORTH AMERICA 


Jeremy Kirchman 
New York State Museum 


3140 Cultural Education Center, Albany, NY 12208. 
jeremy.kirchman@nysed.gov 


Richard Guthrie 
New Baltimore, NY 
richardpguthrie @ gmail.com 


Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae) is a \ittle-studied bird that breeds in 
the pifion-juniper (Pinus edulis-Juniperus sp.) and oak (Quercus) woodlands of 
the Intermountain West and Southwest regions of the United States, and winters 
in mountainous southwestern Mexico (Olson and Martin 1999). It has recently 
expanded its breeding range at its northeastern periphery, establishing a 
breeding population in the Black Hills of South Dakota in the late 1990s, some 
370 km from the nearest breeders in Wyoming (Bubac and Spellman 2016). The 
Black Hills population and the populations in the Guadalupe Mountains and 
Davis Mountains of western Texas mark the easternmost extent of the breeding 
range. 

Virginia’s Warbler is a regular vagrant to the west coast, with many records 
from coastal southern California and some as far north as Oregon (Olson and 
Martin 1999). In contrast, there are only about 20 documented records from east 
of the Mississippi River, from various seasons and widely scattered sites, 
extending as far east as Newfoundland, the Atlantic coast of the United States, 
and the Bahamas (Table 1). All of the eastern North American records involve 
single birds observed in a single place, usually for only one or two days, but in 
some cases, especially during late fall and winter, for up to several weeks. 

There are no known specimens of Virginia’s Warbler from anywhere east of 
Kansas, although there is an egg set attributed to this species at the Cornell 
University Museum of Vertebrates (CUMV 37824) collected by W. C. Thro at 
Southport, Chemung County, NY, on 27 May 1893. This is an unfathomable 
breeding record for Virginia’s Warbler, and it seems likely that either the eggs 
are from a misidentified nest or the CUMV catalog is in error; the original 
collector’s data (notes, nest card, egg-set data slips, etc.) were not saved when 
the data were transcribed to the electronic catalog by an unknown person in the 
1990s (C. M. Dardia, pers. com.). 
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Table 1. Documented records of Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae) in 
eastern North America. 


Date(s) 


14 Nov-2 Dec 2013 |St. John’s, Newfoundland, NL Seeler 2015 
29-30 May 2014 Monhegan Island, Lincoln, ME Hanisek 2015 
1 Nov 2016 Marshlands Conservancy, Westchester, NY |Bochnik 2017 


The first fully documented New York State record of Virginia’s Warbler 
involved a bird that was observed at Alley Pond Park, Queens County from 31 
October to 30 November 2012 and accepted by the New York State Avian 
Records Committee (NYSARC; Wilson et al. 2014). In 2016, Virginia’s 
Warbler was reported in two locations in New York. The first was seen by many 
birders at the Marshlands Conservancy in Westchester County, on 1 November. 
Good quality photographs and descriptions have been submitted for 
consideration by NYSARC. The second was found by RPG on 10 December, in 
Glenmont, Albany County, under curious circumstances that raise interesting 
questions regarding the origin of the bird and that we now describe. 

On the afternoon of 10 December 2016, RPG was checking out some 
household building supplies at the Lowe’s home improvement store in 
Glenmont, Albany County, NY, when he caught a glimpse of a small bird 
darting in and out of a display of poinsettias near the checkout lanes. His first 
impression was of Common Yellowthroat, but when it reappeared giving a 
second look, the general appearance suggested Orange-crowned Warbler. The 
bird was observed and photographed gleaning the flower buds in the poinsettias 
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(Figure 1, p. 42). With the help of a sales associate who produced a handled net, 
the bird was cornered and captured. With the bird in hand, RPG realized that he 
was holding a Virginia’s Warbler. Failing to reach a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator to evaluate the bird’s condition to be sure it was well enough to 
release back to the wild, RPG took the bird home and gave it sugar-water. The 
bird readily drank and quickly perked up. That evening a rehabber was located 
and the bird was transferred to their care. Unfortunately, the bird did not survive 
the night and was returned the next day to RPG, who gave it to JJK for 
preservation as a museum specimen. 

The Glenmont Virginia’s Warbler was prepared as a traditional study skin 
with detached spread wing, partial skeleton, and frozen tissues (heart, skeletal 
muscle, liver, brain); all preparations are cataloged as NYSM 19236 (Figure 2, 
p. 42). The bird weighed 6.2 g and had no fat, but it was not emaciated. It had a 
fully pneumatized skull, lacked a bursa of Fabricius, lacked molt limits, and 
showed truncated (vs. pointed) tips to the outer rectrices and primaries—all 
indications of an adult passerine (although skull pneumaticization can complete 
as early as 1 October in hatch-year birds: Pyle 1997). Internal organs were fresh 
and easily observed under 12X magnification, but no gonads were seen. Given 
that testes of even juvenile males are always visible, whereas the smooth 
undifferentiated ovary of young females is often hard to see, even under high 
magnification, the absence of visible gonads is most consistent with a hatch-year 
female—and arguably more consistent with even an adult female than with a 
male of any age. Finally, the rufous crown and yellow breast patches 
conspicuously present in NYSM_ 19236 are generally absent or very 
inconspicuous in hatch-year females (Pyle 1997, Dunn and Garrett 1997). Thus, 
the sum of evidence points to an adult (AHY) female. 

The attempted rescue and eventual salvage of this bird that surely would 
have died anyway is a remarkable event, and the specimen, deposited in a public 
museum where it is freely available for study in perpetuity, is a valuable 
contribution to ornithology. So far as we know, NYSM 19236 is the only 
specimen record of Virginia’s Warbler from eastern North America. The 
preservation of the skin and spread wing will enable independent assessment of 
the age and sex of the bird, and the frozen tissues could be used to definitively 
determine its sex with sex-chromosome specific DNA markers. 

The variety of tissues we have preserved may even enable researchers to 
investigate the most intriguing mystery surrounding this doomed bird found 
among the poinsettias in a suburban Lowe’s: Is this a case of natural dispersal or 
might the bird have hitched a ride on a truck among the plants and products 
destined for the store? One might compare the hydrogen isotope signature 
present in the bird’s feathers, which would record the approximate geographic 
location where the bird underwent its prebasic molt, to the signature in a tissue 
with faster turnover such as its blood, which would record its approximate 
location over the preceding three weeks, the average turnover time for a bird’s 
blood cells. If the two tissue types are found to have the same hydrogen isotope 
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ratio, one could infer that the bird remained in its breeding/molting region in the 
three-week period prior to its discovery in upstate New York, and thus might 
have been assisted in its travels to its final resting place. We have not chosen to 
pursue such laboratory analyses, but by salvaging and preparing the specimen 
we have made these, and perhaps other investigations possible. We did inquire 
with the store’s garden-center manager and learned that the most recent 
shipment of poinsettias predated the discovery of the bird by one week, but that 
these were grown in a greenhouse at a wholesaler in eastern Pennsylvania. 
Their only other plants at the store were house plants delivered from Florida 
several weeks prior to the discovery. Given that no deliveries came from 
anywhere near the range of Virginia’s Warbler and that the sighting occurred at 
a time of year that is consistent with previous records in northeastern North 
America, we speculate that the bird was a natural vagrant, rather than a 
hitchhiker. 
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EARLIEST RECORDED NESTING ATTEMPT OF 
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus colubris) 
IN NEW YORK CITY — SPRING 2016 


Jeffrey M. Ward 
1086 Kelly Street, Apt. 5C, The Bronx, New York 10459 
JMW_823 @yahoo.com 


Robert DeCandido 
1831 Fowler Avenue, The Bronx, New York 10462 
rdcny@earthlink.net 


Data presented in DeCandido and Allen (2015) show that in the last decade, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) nests in New York City 
(NYC) each year, likely in at least three boroughs (Bronx, Queens and Staten 
Island). Prior to 2016, the earliest known nesting of this species in NYC related 
to a female observed on a nest on 24 May 2012, in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, by 
R. Manian: 


http://citybirder.blogspot.com/2012/06/brooklyn-hummingbirds.html 


On 14 May 2016, one of us (JMW) observed a female Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird building a nest at the New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) in 
Bronx County. The almost complete nest (Fig. 1) was built facing southeast in 
the outer branches of a 7.5m tall, non-native alder tree along the south edge of 
the more southern of the Twin Lakes. The location of this nest is approximately 
50 meters from Boulder Bridge where Ruby-throated Hummingbird also nested 
in 1924. See Williams 1924 for detailed information about that nest; see Britton 
1907 for information about Boulder Bridge. 

Subsequent visits by JMW to the nest tree on 21 May and again on 28 May 
suggested that the nest had been abandoned, because no hummingbirds were 
seen on, in, or near the nest. The nest itself remained intact, and we were able to 
photograph it in June. On 25 June 2016, while leading a bird walk at NY BG, we 
found and Deborah Allen photographed an adult female Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird approximately 50 meters from the abandoned nest and returning 
to the same perch on the west side of Boulder Bridge. Her behavior suggested to 
us that she was nesting somewhere else in that same area. 

Historical and contemporary breeding records of Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds presented in DeCandido and Allen (2015) show that the 
hummingbird nest discovered by JMW at NYBG on 14 May 2016 is the earliest 
attempted nesting of this species in New York City: “Females have been seen 
sitting on nests as early as 24 May 2012; (Prospect Park, Kings County); 30 
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May 1924 (NYBG, Bronx County); 1 June 2014 (Central Park, New York 
County); and as late as 14 June 2011 (Richmond County). Young have left the 
nest from approximately 19-23 June 2012 (Prospect Park, Kings County) and 30 
June to 2 July 1924 (NYBG, Bronx County). 


Figure 1. Female Ruby-throated Hummingbird at her nest in the New York 
Botanical Garden (Bronx County) on 14 May 2016. Photograph © Jeffrey M. 
Ward. 


Female Ruby-throated Hummingbirds usually lay eggs before their nest is 
100% complete (Robinson et al. 1996). Judging by the size of the nest in Figure 
1 on 14 May 2016, it seems to us that this female would have laid eggs in the 
next few days. Robinson et al. (1996) give 12-14 days as the incubation period, 
with eggs “hatching asynchronously by 1-3 days.” Assuming the eggs were laid 
on 16 May, the young would have fledged approximately 15 to 20 June, a few 
days earlier than the young from the 2012 nest in Prospect Park, Kings County. 
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Dr. Stephen Woodman Eaton 


NYSOA lost a long-time member with the death of Dr. Stephen W. Eaton on 
February 16, 2017 at 98 years of age. Dr. Eaton had been a member of this 
organization since 1952. Until his later years, he and his wife Betty were regular 
attendees at our Annual Meetings. A strong supporter of The 
Federation/NYSOA, Steve was editor of The Kingbird from 1953 until 1956. He 
was a Seasonal Highlights Editor for nine editions of The Kingbird, and was a 
Regional Editor for Region 1 (Niagara Frontier) 29 times. He chaired the 
Federation's Bibliography Committee and contributed to many of their annual 
reports. Dr. Eaton was a charter member of The Cattaraugus County Bird Club 
that joined the Federation in 1976. 

Steve Eaton was the son of Elon Howard Eaton, author of the two volume 
Birds of New York (1910). Steve was a veteran who served with the U.S. Army 
Air Force during World War II in southeast Asia. Eaton earned his doctorate at 
Cornell University in 1949 having studied ornithology, botany, and 
mammalogy. He then joined the faculty of St. Bonaventure University in 
Allegany New York. Until his retirement from St. Bonaventure in 1984, Dr. 
Eaton was a major professor for 22 master's candidates and 8 doctoral students 
in biology and botany. 

Dr. Eaton wrote and published over 100 scientific papers. He authored The 
Birds of Cattaraugus County New York and co-authored A Flora of the Vascular 
Plants of Cattaraugus County, New York. Steve was a contributor on the 
multivolume series Birds of North America, writing accounts for Wild Turkey 
and Northern Waterthrush. 

He was the contributing author for 18 species and co-author for two species 
accounts in Bull's Birds of New York State (1998). Eaton did field work on both 
New York breeding bird atlas projects and was the author of 44 species accounts 
in the first atlas (The Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York State, 1988). 

Stephen Eaton was instrumental in the reintroduction of the Wild Turkey in 
New York State. Starting in 1965, he participated in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Breeding Bird Survey and continued to cover his route until his acute 
hearing began to wane in the in the 1980s. He had a strong environmental ethic 
and served on the board of Western New York's Nature Conservancy. Following 
his retirement from St. Bonaventure, he worked to find a more environmentally 
sound alternative to aerial pesticide spraying for mosquito control along the 
Allegheny River Valley in Cattaraugus County. In retirement, he led many 
groups on field trips for birders and nature enthusiasts in western New York. He 
was instrumental in the founding of the Pfeiffer Nature Center in Portville, NY 
(a NYSOA member organization). 

Dr. Eaton was a consummate naturalist and valued teacher. He is survived 
by his wife Betty and a foster son, Dr. Robert J. Ketterman, along with a large 
number of former students, colleagues, and friends whose lives were enriched 
by this man. 
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REGION 1—NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 


6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm @roadrunner.com 


The warm and pleasant summer conditions continued with the sixth warmest 
September on record. The average temperature was 67.0° F, 4.8° above normal, 
and the monthly precipitation at Buffalo-Niagara International Airport was 
3.53", 0.37" below normal. October was mostly mild with unsettled weather 
bringing rain to ease the major drought conditions. The average temperature was 
54.4°, 3.6° above normal, and the monthly precipitation was 4.41", 0.89" above 
normal. November was mild save for a brief cold spell. The average temperature 
was 45.1°, 4.4° above normal, the monthly precipitation was 3.35", 0.66" below 
normal, and only 0.9" of snow, (7.0" below normal), fell. The only day with 
strong winds was on the 10" during passage of a cold front. Weather 
information was obtained from National Weather Service monthly summaries 
for the Buffalo-Niagara International Airport. 

The mild weather seemed to prolong summer a bit and also push back 
some of the goose, swan, diving duck, and gull migrants. Some examples 
included low numbers of Tundra Swan, Canvasback, large gulls, and 
Bonaparte’s Gulls that in many previous years would grow to large numbers in 
November, but this year these species’ peak numbers occurred beyond the fall 
season. 

Up to four Ross’s Geese were observed together at the Gypsum Pond in 
Oakfield, representing a maximum count for the Region. A large assemblage of 
geese occurred at this location in November representing most of the other semi- 
regular goose species as well, including the season maxima of 18 Cackling 
Geese and four Greater White-fronted Geese. Greater White-fronted Geese 
were found at three other locations, about the new normal for fall seasons. 
Brant reports along Lake Ontario were unremarkable, and it was unusual for the 
maximum count (19) to come from Lake Erie instead. Trumpeter Swans were 
reported at Iroquois NWR and Oak Orchard WMA, which by geography, could 
have been the same individual. Besides a few reports starting in late October, 
Tundra Swans were just starting to show up on their Niagara River wintering 
stronghold in late November. 

The duck migration was unremarkable. Harlequin Duck is becoming 
more regular in recent years. Up to four were regularly observed from Niagara 
Falls SP, and there were sightings of two at Buffalo and one at Point Breeze this 
season. The Buffalo Ornithological Society is counting on the harlequins to 
show up for the NYSOA Annual Meeting and Birder’s Conference in Niagara 
Falls in November 2017. Counts of Red-necked Grebes and Horned Grebes 
were relatively low. Eared Grebes were present at Batavia WWTP well into 
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November, with an unusually high count of six from a few observers in mid- 
November. 

The maximum count of Great Egrets at the Oak Orchard WMA roost was 
160. There were two Cattle Egret reports, with one on a breakwall at Dunkirk 
Harbor on 19 October and another in a Somerset field on 5 November. 

Up to seven Black Vultures were observed in Lewiston. More surprising 
was the large number of Turkey Vultures remaining in November in the Niagara 
Gorge area, with 300 counted on 10 November. Rough-legged Hawks were 
scarce. The fall season raptor highlight was a Golden Eagle over Buffalo 
Harbor, photographed by Sue Barth on 23 October. 

It was a relatively average fall shorebird season but with several highlights. 
Two American Avocets in Lewiston on the slightly late date of 14 October 
were unexpected and a nice find by Beverly Seyler. Red Knots are getting 
increasingly difficult to find, so reports of four and then one at Buffalo Harbor 
in September by Joe Mitchell were notable. Joe also had two record late Least 
Sandpipers on 29 October. Other highlights included Celeste Morien’s find of a 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper in the Town of Shelby, three Long-billed 
Dowitchers at Tonawanda WMA, two Red-necked Phalarope reports, and a 
Red Phalarope at Barcelona on 20 November. 

There were not many strong wind events pushing gulls and jaegers into the 
east end of Lake Erie this season, but the few sightings of less common species 
were still generally associated with windy days, including three reports of 
Black-legged Kittiwake, two reports of juvenile Sabine’s Gulls, as well as a 
few Little Gull sightings. Bonaparte’s Gulls were not especially numerous in 
November compared with other years, nor were the large gulls, including no 
reports of Glaucous Gull. There were two Thayer’s Gull reports including 
conclusive photographs. A Long-tailed Jaeger on 8 September certainly made 
the day for Alec Humann and Sue Barth, which followed a sighting in August 
from the same location of the Erie Basin Marina tower. Several Parasitic 
Jaeger and unidentified jaegers rounded out the season report. 

David Junkin banded 26 Northern Saw-whet Owls in Wethersfield this 
fall. There were no reports of Snowy, Short-eared, or Long-eared Owls. A late 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was well described in Angelica on 3 November. I’m 
naturally suspicious of heard-only cuckoos in the fall season due to confusion 
with chipmunk calls, as some fall reports can be attributed to this, so it is 
reaffirming to have photos and/or a good description of actual sighting. 

What was very likely the same Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird as last year 
(2015) made an extended appearance in the yard of Julie Heilman in Poland, 
Chautauqua County. To my knowledge, birders were not made aware of the 
occurrence of this hummingbird that was present from 8 August through at least 
16 November. Photos from 2015 could not be conclusively identified to species, 
and it was considered an adult female. 

There were Fish Crow reports from Olcott and also coming to the crow 
roost in Buffalo. I feel like I write it each season, but Common Raven sightings 
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are occurring more often in previously unexpected locations. The high count of 
Purple Martins coming to roost at Grass Island, the cattail marsh just offshore 
in the Niagara River at Buckhorn Island SP, was 3,500 on 13 September. On a 
side note, Grass Island is facing increased pressure from boaters, and it wouldn’t 
take much for them to ruin this short season martin roost and valuable habitat for 
other wildlife and vegetation. 

Red-breasted Nuthatches irrupted this year, and they were widespread back 
to late August. Sue Barth photographed a wren at Amherst SP on 21 September 
and pretty much assumed it was a Marsh Wren because it was found in cattails, 
but others later reviewed her photos and determined it was a Sedge Wren that 
was on the late side. There was one report of Bohemian Waxwings along the 
Lake Ontario shoreline. 

A Worm-eating Warbler photographed by Shelley Seidman at Times 
Beach NP on 4 September was the highlight of the fall warblers. This was only 
the fifth fall record for the Region. A Connecticut Warbler was a nice find by 
Kevin Rybczynski at Tifft NP on 20 September. A Nelson’s Sparrow found by 
Greg Lawrence at Gouinlock’s Preserve in Attica on 26 October is a first for at 
least the Region 1 portion of Wyoming County. Alec Humann encouraged 
birders to get out to look for rarities on 18 November and then found the 
Region’s latest ever Scarlet Tanager at Buckhorn Island SP. Few finches made 
it south this fall with only small numbers of Pine Siskins plus a single report of 
an Evening Grosbeak at a feeder in Lewiston. 

The 81“ annual BOS October Count was held on the 8" and compiled by 
Marcie Jacklin. Temperatures dropped throughout the day, and light rain in the 
morning made for a poor count day. The count recorded 163 species. Record 
high counts included 740 Wood Duck, 712 Common Merganser, 7188 Double- 
crested Cormorant, 110 Great Egret, 34 Bald Eagle, 17 Sandhill Crane, 2 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 32 Eastern Screech-Owl, 17 Peregrine Falcon, 2 Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher (in Ontario sections), and 2 Hooded Warbler. There were no 
record low counts. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Jessie Barry, Sue Barth, Doug Beattie (DBea), Don Bemont (DBem), Willie 
D’Anna, Dean DiTommaso, Andy Guthrie, Julie Heilman, Linda Holmes, Alec 
Humann, David Junkin, Christopher Kundl, Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz, Kevin 
McGann, Titus Miller, Joe Mitchell, Celeste Morien (CMo), Carl Mrozek 
(CMr), Richard Rosche, Kevin Rybczynski, Richard Salembier (RSa), Karl 
Schmidt (KSc), Shelley Seidman, Beverly Seyler, Debbie Sharon, R. Stineman 
(RSt), Kim Sucy (KSu), Mark Swonka, Rick Thomas, Gale VerHague, Chris 
Wood, Peter Yoerg. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


AmSP — Amherst SP, ERIE; BeSP — Beaver I SP, ERIE; BMAC — Beaver 
Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BOSOC — Buffalo Ornithological Society 8 
Oct Count; BufH — Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP — Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; 
BWWITP - Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, GENE; ChauL — Chautauqua 
L, CHAU; DH — Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; EvSP — Evangola SP, ERIE; FMCSP 
— Four Mile Creek SP, NIAG; FNSP — Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP — Golden 
Hill SP, NIAG; INWR - Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; LBSP — Lakeside Beach 
SP, ORLE; LESP — Lake Erie SP, CHAU; NF — Niagara Falls, NIAG; NFSP — 
Niagara Falls SP, NIAG; NPP — Niagara Power Project on Niagara R, NIAG; 
NR — Niagara R, ERIE/NIAG; OOWMA -— Oak Orchard WMA, ORLE/GENE; 
PB — Point Breeze, ORLE; PG — Point Gratiot, CHAU; SPWS — Sinking Ponds 
Wildlife Sanctuary, ERIE; TBNP — Times Beach NP, Buffalo, ERIE; Tifft NP — 
Tifft Nature Preserve, Buffalo, ERIE; TWMA — Tonawanda WMA, 
GENE/NIAG; WoBSP — Woodlawn Beach SP, ERIE; WTSP — Wilson- 


Tuscarora SP, NIAG. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: arr OOWMA 
14 Oct (WD, CMo, SB); DH 23 Oct — 23 Nov 
(GV); Bond L CP NIAG 17-18 Nov (BS); max 
4 Oakfield GENE 28-29 Nov (AH, KM). 
Snow Goose: arr 2 Shelby ORLE 26 Sep; DH 
10, 14 Oct; BMAC 18, 20 Oct; 4 Sturgeon Pt 
ERIE, max 15 TWMA 22 Oct; Attica WYOM 
26 Oct; 3, 5, 8 Oakfield GENE 29 Oct, 23, 28 
Nov; INWR 5 Nov; OOWMA 8 Nov; 
Wethersfield WYOM 19 Nov. 

ROSS’S GOOSE (R1): 3, 4 Oakfield GENE 
23, 26-28 Nov (JM, SB), record count. 

Brant: arr 15 GHSP 10 Oct; BWWTP 22 Oct 
(KSu); 11 Sturgeon Pt ERIE (SB), max 19 
Hamburg ERIE 22 Oct (JM). 

Cackling Goose: arr BuSP 21 Sep; 6, 3 SPWS 
3 Oct, 8 Nov (LH); 3 BOSOC; 2 LBSP 9 Oct; 
1,4 BWWTP 14 Oct, 2 Nov; 3, 1 Tifft NP 15, 
18 Oct; 5 OOWMA 8 Nov; max 18, 11 
Oakfield GENE 25, 26 Nov (PY, AG); 9 PB 26 
Nov. 

Mute Swan: max 7 WTSP 13 Nov; Cassadaga 
CHAU 6, 12 Nov, only report away from L 
Ontario. 

Trumpeter Swan: OOWMA 14 Oct (CMo); 
INWR 18, 29, 30 Nov; only reports. 

Tundra Swan: arr 4 ChauL, 3 OOWMA 28 
Oct; max 37 BeSP NR 21 Nov. 

Wood Duck: max 209 INWR, 125 BWWTP 30 
Sep. 

Gadwall: 50 BWWTP 29 Oct; max 227 INWR 
18 Nov (CMo). 
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Am. Wigeon: 150 INWR, max 200 TWMA 29 
Oct. 

Am. Black Duck: max 73 BWWTP 23 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 50 BWWTP 1 Sep 
(RR); last 2 BWWTP 23 Nov (DBea). 

N. Shoveler: 224, 300, max 382 BWWTP 30 
Sep, 29 Oct, 27 Nov. 

N. Pintail: max 174 Wilson NIAG 24 Sep; 135 
GHSP 10 Oct. 

Green-winged Teal: 98 TWMA 12 Sep; max 
113 TWMA 7 Oct; 100 INWR 6 Nov. 
Canvasback: max 70 NF 29 Nov; few reports; 
apparent late arriving this fall. 

Redhead: max 50 Ellery ChauL & NF 26 Nov. 
Ring-necked Duck: arr BuSP 6 Sep; max 200 
Attica WYOM 26 Oct. 

Greater Scaup: BWWTP 18 Sep, lingering; arr 
8 Wilson NIAG 24 Sep. 

Lesser Scaup: arr Wilson 24 Sep. 

Harlequin Duck: arr NFSP 25 Oct, max 4 at 
this location thru (CK); 2 Buffalo NR 19 Nov 
(WD); PB 23-26 Nov (GL). 

Surf Scoter: arr Buffalo NR 27 Sep; 16 GHSP 
10 Oct; max 45 Buffalo NR 18 Oct; 31 
Sturgeon Pt ERIE 22 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: arr 11 Wilson NIAG 24 
Sep; max 63 GHSP 10 Oct; 59 Sturgeon Pt 
ERIE 22 Oct; 25 Buffalo NR 6 Nov. 

Black Scoter: arr 32 WoBSP & 4 Buffalo NR 
13 Oct; 3 EvSP 15 Oct; 2 Sturgeon Pt ERIE 22 
Oct; Olcott NIAG 1 Nov; 5 DH 30 Nov. 
Long-tailed Duck: arr BOSOC; max 350 
Buffalo NR 19 Nov. 
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Bufflehead: arr Sturgeon Pt ERIE 14 Oct; 142 
Ellery ChauL 14 Nov; max 2390 Buffalo NR 19 
Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr NFSP 19 Oct; max 300 
NF 26 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: 87 S Dayton CATT & 80 
DH 24 Nov; max 141 Cuba L ALLE 25 Nov. 
Com. Merganser: 350 LESP 7 Nov; max 500 
Barcelona CHAU 20 Nov. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr Barcelona 
CHAU 11 Sep; max 430 FNSP 16 Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: 126, 600, 496 BWWTP 30 Sep, 
29 Oct, 2 Nov; 32 Langford ERIE 22 Oct; 128 
ChauL 28 Oct; 5 Cuba L ALLE 25 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: arr 4 BOSOC; NF 18 Oct; 
ChauL 28 Oct; 6 FNSP 16 Nov; 7 PB 17 Nov; 
BWWTP 26 Nov (AG, JB, CW); DH 29 Nov. 
Com. Loon: FNSP 1, 14 Sep; max 45 GHSP 9 
Oct. 

Horned Grebe: arr 2 Wilson NIAG 21 Sep; 
INWR 30 Sep; max 18 DH 8 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: FNSP 1 Sep (WD); 
Wilson NIAG 24 Sep; 5 BOSOC; 6 GHSP 9 
Oct; 2 Yates ORLE 17 Nov; PB 23, 26 Nov; 
DH 28 Nov. 

Eared Grebe: max 6 BWWTP 13 Nov; at least 
two present | Sep thru 20 Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 1800 BufH 
16 Oct. 

Am. Bittern: Batavia GENE 8 Sep; INWR 17 
Sep; Amherst ERIE 9 Oct; last INWR 29 Oct. 
Great Egret: max 160, 127, 120 OOWMA 5, 
17 Sep, 3 Oct (CMr, CMo, WD), roost location; 
109 TWMA 11 Sep; last INWR 1 Nov (RR). 
Cattle Egret: DH 19 Oct (RSt), on breakwall; 
Somerset NIAG 5 Nov (TM). 

Green Heron: last 4 BOSOC. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 21 TWMA 
12 Sep. 

Black Vulture: 3, 7, 6 Lewiston NIAG 23 Sep, 
29 Oct, 26 Nov, regular at location; FNSP 16 
Oct. 

Turkey Vulture: 300 NPP 10 Nov, good count 
for date; Alden ERIE 25 Nov. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: last AmSP 2 Nov. 
Bald Eagle: widespread reports; 34 BOSOC; 
max 4 DH 25 Oct. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: BOSOC; Wales ERIE 
31 Oct; no Nov reports. 
Broad-winged Hawk: 2 Wales ERIE 5 Sep; 
Salamanca CATT, Tifft NP 11 Sep; last 
BOSOC; only reports. 
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Rough-legged Hawk: arr Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 1 Nov; few reports. 

Golden Eagle: BufH 23 Oct (SB, ph), only 
report. 

Virginia Rail: last 3 N Harmony CHAU 24 
Sep. 

Sora: N Harmony CHAU 24 Sep; BWWTP 11 
Oct; last 2 INWR 14 Oct. 

Com. Gallinule: max 35 INWR 5 Sep; last 2 
INWR 14 Oct. 

Am. Coot: 100, max 300 Mayville ChauL 2, 23 
Oct; 65 DH 24 Oct; 126 Celeron ChauL 27 
Nov. 

Am. Avocet: 2 Lewiston NIAG 14 Oct (BS), 
on the later side. 

Sandhill Crane: multiple reports in Sep, Oct at 
and near INWR; max 8 John White WMA 
GENE 16 Sep (GL); 17 BOSOC; 5 INWR 17 
Nov. 

Black-bellied Plover: eight loc; max 16 BufH 
25 Sep (JM); last 2 BWWTP 26 Oct. 

Am. Golden-Plover: nine loc; max 35 Batavia 
GENE 19 Sep; last Hamburg ERIE 19 Nov 
(PY). 

Semipalmated Plover: 26 Tifft NP 11 Sep; 
max 30 BufH 18 Sep; last 3 BWWTP 14 Oct. 
Killdeer: max 107 Shelby ORLE 4 Sep. 
Spotted Sandpiper: last Pomfret CHAU 28 
Oct (GV). 

Solitary Sandpiper: max 6, 6 Lewiston NIAG 
7,9 Sep; last N Harmony CHAU 24 Sep. 
Greater Yellowlegs: max 24 TWMA 13 Sep; 
last Bond L CP NIAG 7 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 84 TWMA 3 Sep; last 
TWMA 3 Nov. 

Ruddy Turnstone: 6 BufH 8 Sep; Buffalo NR 
27 Sep; only reports. 

Red Knot: 4, 1 BufH 5, 18 Sep (JM), 
increasingly rare. 

Stilt Sandpiper: 8, 8 TWMA 3, 5 Sep; 4 
Lewiston NIAG 7 Sep; Bond L CP NIAG 16 
Sep; INWR 14 Oct; last 2 TWMA 15 Oct. 
Sanderling: six loc; max 8 DH 10 Sep; last 2 
BOSOC. 

Dunlin: max 20 TWMA 31 Oct. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: BufH 2 Oct, only report. 
Least Sandpiper: last 2 TWMA 29 Oct (JM), 
late. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: BufH 5 Sep; 2, 2 
TWMA 9 Sep, 31 Oct; last 2 BWWTP 2-3 Nov. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Shelby ORLE 3 Sep 
(CMo); only report. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 23, last 12 TWMA 2 
Sep, 31 Oct. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 40 Batavia 
GENE 14 Sep; 30 BufH 18 Sep. 
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Short-billed Dowitcher: 4, 2 Lewiston NIAG 
1, 14 Sep; 3 TWMA, 2 BufH 5 Sep; last Bond 
L CP NIAG 16 Sep. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: 3 TWMA 9 Oct (PY), 
only report. 

Wilson’s Snipe: last 2 TWMA 3 Nov. 
Red-necked Phalarope: TWMA 2-5 Sep 
(WD); last BOSOC; only reports. 

Red Phalarope: Barcelona CHAU 20 Nov 
(SB); only report. 

Parasitic Jaeger: GHSP 10 Oct (WD); 1, 1 
Buffalo NR 13, 19 Nov (JM, WD, SB); only 
reports. 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER: BufH 8 Sep (AH!, 
SB), rare; 2™ of year for this loc. 

jaeger species: 2, 2 FNSP 1, 14 Sep; Wilson 
NIAG 24 Sep; BOSOC. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: arr WoBSP 5 Nov 
(DD); NPP 6 Nov (RT, KR); Buffalo NR 13 
Nov (JM, PY); only reports; all juvs. 

Sabine’s Gull: 1, 1 Buffalo NR 29 Oct, 13 Nov 
(PY), juvs; only reports. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 1200 NPP 19 Nov; low 
max for fall season. 

Little Gull: arr NFSP 30 Oct; 2, 2 Buffalo NR 
13, 19 Nov; FNSP 16 Nov; 2 NPP 19 Nov. 
THA YER’S GULL: NPP 20 Nov (CK, ph); 
Lewiston NR 22 Nov (WD, ph), only reports 
with details. 

Iceland Gull: arr NFSP 11 Nov; max 6 NPP 19 
Nov. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 9 NFSP 30 
Sep; nearly present throughout year at this loc; 
5 Cuba L ALLE 13 Oct (TL); eight other loc. 
Glaucous Gull: no reports. 

Caspian Tern: max 16 Tonawanda ERIE 17 
Sep; last 4 BOSOC. 

Black Tern: FNSP 8 Sep; BWWTP, Alma 
ALLE 11 Sep; only reports. 

Com. Tern: max 161 FNSP; last BufH 13 Nov. 
Forster’s Tern: WoBSP 5 Nov (DD), only 
report. 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Bond L CP 2 Sep; 2 
BOSOC; Angelica ALLE 3 Nov (KSc), well 
described, late. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: last Tifft NP 15 Sep 
(DSh). 

Snowy Owl: no reports. 

Short-eared Owl: no reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 26 banded Wethersfield 
WYOM 4 Oct —5 Nov (DJ); BMAC 30 Oct. 
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Com. Nighthawk: 10 Lockport NIAG 7 Sep; 
max 14 TWMA 11 Sep; only double digit 
reports; last 8 OOWMA 3 Oct. 

Chimney Swift: last 3 Lockport NIAG, AmSP 
8 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Grand I 
ERIE 5 Oct. 

RUFOUS/ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD: 
Kennedy CHAU 8 Aug thru at least 16 Nov 
(JH), possibly same bird at loc previous fall. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: five loc; max 4 
FNSP 5, 10 Sep. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr 3 Buffalo ERIE 
24 Sep. 

Merlin: 10-15 loc each month. 

Peregrine Falcon: too many reports to 
summarize. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: BuSP 1 Sep; WTSP 2 
Sep; AmSP 3 Sep; 2 Gaines ORLE 6 Sep 
(DBem); good showing. 

E. Wood-Pewee: last Newfane NIAG 13 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last FMCSP 27 
Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: last LBSP 1 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: last Amherst ERIE 11 Sep. 
E. Phoebe: last LBSP, Dunkirk Airport CHAU 
26 Oct. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: last Canadaway 
Creek WMA CHAU, Bond L CP NIAG 15 Sep. 
E. Kingbird: last Newfane NIAG 14 Sep. 

N. Shrike: arr TWMA 28 Oct; few reports. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: last 2 Gaines ORLE 
20 Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: last Sheridan CHAU 25 
Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: last AmSP 4 Oct (RSa), late. 
Philadelphia Vireo: Ellicottville CATT 4 Sep; 
2 Attica WYOM 12 Sep; 2 FMCSP 18 Sep; last 
AmSP 4 Oct. 

Red-eyed Vireo: last E Aurora ERIE 15 Oct. 
FISH CROW: Olcott NIAG 2 Sep (CK); 
Buffalo ERIE 5, 28 Nov (PY); continued 
increase in reports. 

Com. Raven: 2 WoBSP 12 Sep (SB); GHSP 14 
Oct; 2 Tonawanda ERIE 25 Oct, 14 Nov; Grand 
I ERIE 3 Nov; 2 Shelby ORLE 21 Nov; 
continuing increase in north. 

Purple Martin: 1800, max 3500 BuSP 6, 13 
Sep (CMo, AH), entering night roost; last 5 
OOWMA BOSOC (GL). 

Tree Swallow: max 1000 BWWTP 16 Sep; last 
18 OOWMA & 5 INWR 28 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: last NFSP 28 Oct. 
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Bank Swallow: last 2 BWWTP 19 Sep. 

Cliff Swallow: last WTSP 16 Sep. 

Barn Swallow: last LBSP 16 Oct. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 10 FNSP 10 
Sep; widespread. 

House Wren: last BeSP 11 Oct 

Winter Wren: arr 2 INWR 19 Sep. 

SEDGE WREN (R1): AmSP 21 Sep (SB, 
photo), late. 

Marsh Wren: 2, 1 Tifft NP 17, 19 Nov (SS); 
TWMA 23 Nov (JM); only reports beyond Oct. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: last Tifft NP 19 Sep. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr FNSP 8 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr AmSP, 
Canadaway Creek WMA CHAU 15 Sep. 
Veery: last BufH 10 Oct (SS, ph). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Wilson NIAG 12 
Sep; last 2 BOSOC. 

Swainson’s Thrush: last LBSP 16 Oct. 
Wood Thrush: last BOSOC. 

Gray Catbird: Ashford CATT 2 Nov; 
Wethersfield WYOM 5 Nov; only reports 
beyond Oct. 

Brown Thrasher: last Tifft NP 19 Nov. 

Am. Pipit: arr 16 BufH, 2 Porter NIAG 25 Sep; 
max 35 Bethany GENE 7 Nov. 

Bohemian Waxwing: 17 Sunset Beach ORLE 
5 Nov (MS), only report. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: arr Newfane NIAG 8 Nov, 
only report. 

Snow Bunting: arr 2 Dunkirk CHAU 23 Oct; 
max 100 Somerset NIAG 1 Nov; max 100 
Newfane NIAG 8 Nov. 

Ovenbird: last AmSP 4 Oct. 
WORM-EATING WARBLER (R1): TBNP 4 
Sep (SS, ph), fifth fall record. 

N. Waterthrush: last WoBSP 29 Sep. 
Blue-winged Warbler: last N Harmony CHAU 
19 Sep. 

“Brewster’s” Warbler: Gaines ORLE 6 Sep 
(DBem), rarely reported in fall. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last Buffalo ERIE 
24 Sep. 

Tennessee Warbler: last BufH, Sheridan 
CHAU 9 Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: last FNSP 21 Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: last AmSP, BufH 11 Oct. 
Connecticut Warbler: Tifft NP 20 Sep (KR, 
SB), rare. 

Mourning Warbler: five reports; last PG, Tifft 
NP 19 Sep. 
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Com. Yellowthroat: last Birdsall ALLE 29 
Oct. 

Hooded Warbler: 4 LBSP 4 Sep; 4 LESP 19 
Sep; last 2 BOSOC. 

Am. Redstart: last 3 BOSOC. 

Cape May Warbler: last 3 BOSOC. 

N. Parula: last Wellsville ALLE 23 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: last AmSP 11 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last BOSOC. 
Blackburnian Warbler: last Amherst ERIE 17 
Oct. 

Yellow Warbler: last WoBSP 25 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last BOSOC. 
Blackpoll Warbler: max 13 BuSP 19 Sep 
(AH); last Tifft NP 19 Oct. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: last BufH 9 
Oct. 

Palm Warbler: last Wellsville ALLE 23 Oct. 
Pine Warbler: last 2 Forestville CHAU 10 Oct. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: five loc Nov. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last 2 AmSP 
9 Oct. 

Canada Warbler: last 2 LESP 11 Sep. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr FNSP, BuSP 1 Sep; last 
2 BOSOC. 


TOWHEES — WEAVERS 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr BufH 23 Oct. 
Field Sparrow: Sheridan CHAU 5 Nov; SPWS 
15 Nov; only reports beyond Oct. 
Savannah Sparrow: last TWMA 3 Nov. 
Nelson’s Sparrow: Attica WYOM 26 Oct 
(GL), only report. 
Fox Sparrow: arr AmSP, Newfane NIAG 9 
Oct. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr BufH 5 Sep. 
White-throated Sparrow: arr LBSP 10 Sep. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr 2 LBSP 22 Sep; 
max 75 Sheridan CHAU 10 Oct. 
Scarlet Tanager: last BuSP 18 Nov (AH), 2" 
Nov report, record late. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last Batavia GENE 
20 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: last WoBSP 30 Sep. 
Bobolink: 25 BWWTP 1 Sep (RR); last E 
Amherst ERIE 4 Sep. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr Hamburg ERIE 19 Sep; 
max 318 OOWMA 3 Oct; 197 INWR 7 Oct; 
120 TWMA 22 Oct. 
Baltimore Oriole: last BuSP 9 Sep. 
Pine Siskin: arr Wilson NIAG 25 Sep; max 9 
Shelby ORLE 21 Nov; few reports. 
Evening Grosbeak: Lewiston NIAG 31 Oct 
(BS), at feeder, only report. 
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REGION 2— GENESEE 


Robert Spahn 


716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn @prodigy.net 


It was a warm autumn, with the overall average temperature 55.4° F, 4.4° 
above average and the third warmest on record. September brought a few short 
cool periods, and a high of only 64° on the 24" broke a string of 102 consecutive 
days with highs above 70°. Still, an average of 66.8° was 5.0° above normal and 
made it the ninth warmest September recorded. October saw a gradual transition 
from summer to the unsettled weather of fall, with a warm first two-thirds then a 
cool final third. The first dip below freezing was not until the 31°, and 
temperatures averaged 54.2°, 3.6° above normal. November continued 
persistently mild, with only a brief cold spell around the 20". Temperatures 
averaged 45.2°, 4.7° above normal for the tenth warmest November on record. 

September rainfall at 2.30" was 1.08" below normal, and 1.76" of that fell 
on 17-18 September. But it was a bit of a break in the drought. October brought 
5.26" of rain, 2.54" above normal for the ninth wettest October and even more 
help in drought relief. Some rain fell on 20 days of the month and 2.53" on the 
21* was a record for the date. November precipitation at 2.60" was only 0.34" 
below normal. The first big snowfall from 20-21 November dropped 15" of lake 
effect snow in the Rochester area, but the month’s total was just 15.9", still 7.7" 
above normal. The fall ended at the 19" wettest on record. All through the 
season, there were no major fronts to push migration. 

The fall migration seemed slow and weak much of the time, but numbers of 
species found each month were well above the months’ 10-year averages: 
September - 219 (213.1), October - 211 (198.5), and November - 160 (148.5). 
Arrival dates, in common with recent years, were mostly in the first quartile and 
departures split between the interquartile range and fourth quartile of their 
historical distributions. Peak counts were generally low, but essentially all 
expected species were located. Certainly, a large part of the good reporting is 
due to more use of eBird, with about 21,778, 19,110, and 14,235 lines of 
records, respectively, by month. Additional data came from the BBBO banding 
data, geneseebirds reports, and personal communications. About 256 full species 
were reported plus two subspecies, one hybrid, two with species ID not certain, 
and one likely escape or release (a Northern Bobwhite). 

Proceeding to details, we start with the waterfowl. Generally, fall arrivals 
were near the early end of their distributions, with quite a few of the puddle 
ducks having been already moving in August. Only Canvasback was record 
early on 4 October. Peak numbers were mostly low and often outliers from all 
other reported numbers. This fall did not bring either Greater White-fronted 
Goose or Ross’s Goose to our Region, and the usual Barrow’s Goldeneye at 
Point Breeze was not reported. There was a Barrow’s/Common Goldeneye at 
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Hamlin Beach State Park on 25 November. Snow Geese were few through 
season’s end. Brant numbers were up a bit from last fall, but the peak count of 
400 was low by historical standards. Cackling Goose arrived on 9 October and 
was reported in numbers typical of recent years through the season. As usual, 
there were also numbers of “intermediate” geese noted with no efforts made to 
separate. B. canadensis parvipes from B. hutchinsii taverneri. All three regular 
swan species were reported in expected numbers and locations. Puddle duck 
numbers were unexceptional, with several of the best counts late in the season at 
Round Pond in the Town of Greece. A count of 541 Northern Pintail passing the 
Hamlin Beach lakewatch was respectable but still historically relatively low. 
There was only one Eurasian Wigeon report at a late date of 5 November. 
Diving duck arrivals were mostly scattered through September into half of 
October. Numbers were low, with the best being 614 Long-tailed Ducks on 30 
October and 2842 Red-breasted Mergansers on 22 November at the Hamlin 
Beach lakewatch. About ten King Eiders were found at several sites beginning 
on 24 October, and a female Harlequin Duck found at Irondequoit Bay Outlet on 
13 November by an RBA field trip remained through season’s end. Scaup, 
Redhead, and Ring-necked Ducks were only seen in low numbers near Lake 
Ontario and increased later in the Finger Lakes to our south, typical of recent 
years. 

Loon and grebe numbers were poor all season, yet the first 100+ count of 
Common Loon was 105 at an early date of 27 September, with the highest count 
only 226 on 9 October. The best Red-throated Loon total was 200 on 23 
October. A count of 354 Red-necked Grebes on 30 October would have been 
relatively high for fall until very recent years, with some much higher numbers 
now but typically in very late November into early December. 

Other waterbird reports of special interest included: good numbers of 
Double-crested Cormorant through the fall, not surprising with the big colony 
now on Irondequoit Bay; a high 92 Great Blue Herons at NMWMA (Morgan 
Road Marshes) on 12 September; an American White Pelican found by Mike 
Gullo on Round Pond at a record late 10-11 November; an immature Little Blue 
Heron at Maxwell Creek, Wayne County, for several days 3-9 October after 
being found by Mike Gullo; the usual November Cattle Egrets missing from this 
Region, though found in two sites only a few miles outside; 45 Black-crowned 
Night-Herons at the NMWMA (Morgan Road Marshes) on 1 September; and a 
plegadis ibis species seen by Dave Tetlow on Salmon Creek, Town of Greece, 
on 19 October. Black Vulture records were a single at the High Acres Nature 
Area (HANA), Town of Perinton, on 31 October, and a few lingering in 
Letchworth State Park on 27 November. 

Noteworthy raptor records were few, but of note were: a late Osprey on 6 
November at HANA; good numbers of Bald Eagles; two Northern Goshawks 
each in September and October; only a few Red-shouldered Hawks seen, the last 
on 18 November at the Conesus Lake Inlet WMA; a decent count of Red-tailed 
Hawks at Braddock Bay on 8 September; and the first Rough-legged Hawk of 
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the season on 1 November, and only nine seen for the season. There were no late 
Broad-winged Hawks this season. Merlin and Peregrine Falcon numbers were 
good each month of the season. Moving to nocturnal raptors: we had no Snowy 
Owl reports, but Short-eared Owls arrived at Ganondagan on 14 October and 10 
were found on the first DEC owl survey of the fall on 22 November, Long-eared 
Owl was found in N. Wolcott, Wayne County, and N. Saw-whet Owl was seen 
each month, with four banded at BBBO on 16 October and one seen, heard, and 
photographed by Mike Gullo at Hamlin beach SP on 28 November. Northern 
Shrike arrived on 26 October in the Nations Road area, with half a dozen more 
reports in the second half of November. 

Marsh bird reports were the usual few, with the most interesting: departure 
dates for Sora and Common Gallinule on 8 and 11 October, respectively; a 
surprise, late Virginia Rail in the Brush Creek marshes on the Parma/Hilton 
town line on 25 November; and good numbers of lingering Sandhill Cranes, 
with 70-79 reported on the Region 2 side of Armitage Road, Town of Savannah, 
Wayne County in the NMWMA on 13 and 29-30 November. 

Shorebird variety was good, with 26 species in September, dropping to 19 
species in October, and with 10 species hanging on to typical departure dates in 
November. Of the nearly regular species, only Upland Sandpiper and the rarer 
Hudsonian Godwit and Red Knot were missed, and Willet, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, and Western Sandpiper were reported this fall. Generally numbers 
were relatively low, but some of the better counts included: 119 Killdeer in 
Hamlin on 5 September; 60 Lesser Yellowlegs on 1 September, 90 Least 
Sandpipers on 6 September, 40 Semipalmated Sandpipers on 17 September, and 
4 Red-necked Phalaropes on 1 September, all at the NMWMA (Morgan Rd. 
Marshes); 90 least Sandpipers at the Montezuma Audubon Center on 1 
September; 10-11 Long Dowitchers on 22-23 October; and 21 Wilson’s Snipe 
on 17 September. Purple Sandpiper arrived on 11 November at Sodus Point and 
two more were seen briefly at Irondequoit Bay Outlet on 19 November. An 
American Woodcock on 22 November at HANA was unusual for birding 
records, though probably not so for hunters in the fall. 

The gulls and terns provided fewer than usual highlights, but still there were 
interesting observations. After no jaegers in September, there were eight 
Parasitic and a jaeger species in October and one each Pomarine and Parasitic 
plus two more jaeger species in November. Black-legged Kittiwakes were 
reported in a bit above average total numbers on five dates in October and 
November, with rarely reported adult birds on 6 November at Hamlin Beach SP 
and 22 November off Edgemere Drive, Town of Greece. Passing Bonaparte’s 
Gull numbers were very poor, but a few good collections were noted on 
mudflats in October and November. An adult Little Gull was seen near the 
Summerville Pier on 29 October by George Ford, and immature Franklin’s Gulls 
were seen at Northrup Creek, Town of Greece, on 1 October by Andy Guthrie 
and Pat Martin and at LaSalle Landing Park at the south end of Irondequoit Bay 
on 9 October by Kim Hartquist, Brad Carlson, and Kevin Rybcyznski. Among 
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the scarcer winter gulls, we again had Lesser Black-backed Gull each month 
increasing to at least 24 individuals in November, Iceland Gull arriving on 30 
October, and Glaucous Gull arriving on 22 November. The regular terns were 
reported to typical departure dates, with a last Black Tern on 23 September and 
Forster’s Tern to 4 October. Caspian Tern and Common Tern were last reported 
on 18 and 19 October, respectively. 

The non-passerine landbirds, other than the falcons and owls treated earlier, 
are often poorly reported, but this fall brought a number of interesting records. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove was spotted in each month at the usual Greenwell farm 
site in the Town of Hamlin on surprisingly few occasions given the number of 
birders passing and looking. Both cuckoos were last reported on 7 October. 
Common Nighthawk reporting was slim this fall, with the peak 43 on 19 
September and a last date to only 22 September. Similarly, Chimney Swift 
reports were poor, with a peak count of just 56 on 1 October and a last date of 6 
October, both observations away from the usual Greiggsville school site. There 
were no Ruby-throated hummingbird or Red-headed Woodpecker reports after 
September. 

Now for the special records. A HY female Rufous Hummingbird appeared 
at a Town of Greece feeder in the third week of October. The homeowners have 
kept a hummingbird feeder up late for years and finally had a special visitor. 
With no connection to the local birding community, they finally sent an email to 
Scott Weidensaul, who contacted Bob Yunick in Albany, who has long banded 
wintering hummers. He made arrangements to visit and captured, ID’d, and 
banded the bird on 13 December. The location was such that general birder 
access was not possible. Unfortunately, the bird was not seen after a morning 
feeding on 17 December, the day before the Rochester Christmas Bird Count. 
The homeowners kept the heater lamps up on the roosting location and feeder 
for over a week in case the bird might return, but it did not. Next, we had several 
late Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports, but on 19 November Chris Wood and 
Jessie Barry were birding Webster Park and found and photographed an 
apparent Yellow-breasted x Red-naped Sapsucker. A few others found and 
photographed it later that day and on 23 November. The bird certainly showed 
visual characteristics of both species. 

Among the passerines, we again find all the expected regularly occurring 
species and a few interesting rarities recorded, with only a very few irregulars 
missed. The missed included just a few early departing warblers that don’t often 
make it to September, Grasshopper and Nelson’s Sparrows, and the several 
winter finches simply not here this fall. Special rarities included the Region’s 
fourth Gray Kingbird found by Melissa Mance-Coniglio in the Town of Bergen, 
far western Monroe County, on 28 October and seen and photographed by many 
through 23 November; single Cave Swallows on 19 and 20 November at Hamlin 
Beach SP seen by Dave Tetlow and Kim Hartquist and then by Chris Wood, part 
of a weak movement of a few birds to the eastern Great Lakes at that time; 
Bicknell’s Thrush banded at BBBO on 22 and 23 September; and the Region’s 
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lfirst Dark-eyed “Pink-sided” Junco found by Andy Guthrie in Hamlin Beach 
SP on 24 November and seen and photographed by many through the rest of the 
season and beyond. Interestingly, the junco was found only a very short distance 
from where a “Gray-headed” Junco was found on the same date in 1990. That 
bird stayed into February 1991. 

Less rare but still either increasingly scarce or very irregular were: four 
Olive-sided Flycatchers in September; White-eyed Vireo banded at BBBO on 27 
September and then another banded at the late date of 2 November; Bohemian 
Waxwing on 31 October at Hamlin Beach plus a likely flock of 12 passing 
offshore in Town of Greece on 13 November; Connecticut Warbler on 9 
September and 5 October; Yellow-breasted Chat banded at BBBO on 28 
October; Clay-colored Sparrow during the Montezuma Muck Race on 17 
September; and Evening Grosbeak in late October and in several places in 
November. 

Most departures were split between the interquartile ranges and fourth 
quartiles of their old (to 1984) distributions, with only five species at later dates, 
though all of these have been reported later yet in one or more intervening years. 
Among the notable later departures were: Orange-crowned Warbler to 18 
November; Bay-breasted Warbler to 16 October; Yellow Warbler to 15 October; 
Blackpoll Warbler to 24 October; and a record late Swainson’s Thrush 
photographed at Ellison Park, Town of Perinton, on 15 November by Lauri 
Mattle. Regular half hardies reported to late November included Hermit Thrush, 
Gray Catbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Eastern 
Towhee, and Fox Sparrow. Generally, peak numbers for most species were 
relatively low. An apparent irruption of Red-breasted Nuthatches in late summer 
fell off to the species being scarce this fall. Orange-crowned Warbler was well 
reported in 18 records, only three of which were banded at BBBO this season. 
Both swallow and blackbird gatherings reported this fall did not rise to 
anywhere near historical highs. 

BBBO banding records provide a chance to make quantitative comparisons. 
This also provides an opportunity to illustrate the need to use care in this type of 
effort. This fall, eleven species were banded in numbers that look high relative 
to their totals for the last five fall seasons. However, if one looks more critically 
and compares this season’s numbers with the past five season’s averages, none 
of the differences are statistically significant using two standard deviations or 
more as a criterion. A problem is that the variances in numbers of birds banded 
year to year are often large, so that only very large changes can be detected as 
anything different from this normal variability. Either gathering data over many 
years to possibly improve the variance or examining the data to remove single 
events that produce numbers outside the normal distribution for specific reasons 
will reduce this problem. Overall, the number banded this fall was only slightly 
above the 5-year average at 4962 birds. There were 12 days, six each in 
September and October, with numbers of birds banded above 100. The only day 
higher was with 388 banded on 31 October, but 340 of these were American 
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Goldfinch, with only 27 prior and 28 the next day banded all fall. Among the 
other interesting notes are Black-capped Chickadee continuing its annual 
seesaw, with this year a high at 236 after last year only 50, and Blackpoll 
Warbler back to a high 471 banded. 2011 saw Blackpoll jump to a surprise 760 
banded after most years nearer to 100. The next four years dropped back to only 
60 banded last year. In the Region 2 report in The Kingbird: Vol. 62, No.1, p. 
35, the reader was referred for some more discussion to “Returning to the 
Tropics: The Epic Autumn Flight of the Blackpoll Warbler’ by James Baird, pp. 
63-77 in Gatherings of Angels: Migrating Birds and Their Ecology, ed. Kenneth 
P. Parkes, Cornell University Press: Ithaca, NY, 1999. We have much to learn. 
In our analyses we need to stop and think about what statistics are really 
appropriate or valid with respect to our data. Maybe some of the numbers don’t 
really come from the same random distribution. Maybe if the variance is high 
we need to think of specific causes and try to remove or control those before 
looking at the changes. Not all calculations one might make are either useful or 
valid. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Margaret & Steven Abbott, Jim Adams, Janet Akin, A.M. Ashburr, Tom Auer, 
Gloria Bailey, John Ballou, Jesse Barry, Jim & Liz Barry, Katelyn Barry, 
Mitchell Barry, Sue Barth, Doug Beattie, Dick Beery, Don Bemont, Steven 
Benedict, Mike Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, Shawn Billerman, 
John Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Phillip Bonn, Lynn Braband, Elizabeth (Betsy) 
Brooks — BBBO, Joe Brin, M. Brown, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken 
Burdick, Bruce Cady, Katherine Callesto, Brad Carlson, Linda Clark-Benedict, 
Kelly Close, Andrew Consler, Kim Constable, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, 
Willie D’Anna, Ian Davies, Joe Fell, Wayne Fidler, Mark Fitzsimmons, Jessie 
Fletcher, George Ford, Drew Fowler, Kyle Gage, Andy Garland, Janis George, 
Jeff Gerbracht, James Goetz, Sheryl Gracewski, Jay Greenberg, Kevin Griffith, 
Ralph & Georgia Guenter, Michael Gullo, Judy Gurley, Andy Guthrie, Danny 
Guthrie, Rich Guthrie, Anita Gwara, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Ryan Hall, Helen & 
Chris Haller, Kim Hartquist, Jim & Allison Healy, Christina Hoh, Jennalee 
Holzschuh, Dick Horsey, Bill Howe, Alec Humann, Carolyn Jacobs, Elliot 
Johnston, Nicholas Kachala, Logan Kahle, Amy Kahn, Laura Kammermeier, 
Kyle Kassmann, Ryan Kayhart, David Kennedy, Kelly Kerchmer, Tom Kerr, 
Jim Kimball, Kathy Kirsch, J. Gary Kohlenberg, Elijah Kruger, Mike Laird, 
Chris Lajewski, Beth LaPan, Tom Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Tim 
Lenz, Joan & Vern Lindberg, Peggy Mabb, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Cindy 
Marino, David Marsh, Pat Martin, Donna Mason-Spier, Lauri Mattle, Jacob 
McCartney, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, 
Chita McKinney, Jim Miles, Sean Minnick, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann Mitchell, 
Montezuma Audubon Center, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, Linda 
Mott, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Susie Nettleson, Dave Nutter, Sue 
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O’Neill, Jay Ovsiovitch, Michael Palermo, Andrea Patterson, Norma Platt, Jim 
Pawlicki, Scott Peterson, Jon Podliak, Betsy Potter, Jay Powell, David Prill, Bill 
Purcell, RBA Field trips, Doug Rabjohns, Carolyn Ragan, Jeff Reed, Dave 
Robertson, Dick & Dorothy Rosche, Michele Rosenbaum, Wade & Melissa 
Rowley, Kayo Roy, Jesse Rubenstein, Kevin Rybczynski, Jackie Salsbury, Livia 
Santana, Michael Scheibel, Kathryn Schneider, Mickey Scilingo, Luke Seitz, 
Zaphir Shamma, Shirley Shaw, Carol Ann Shay, Dominic Sherony, Judy Slein, 
Tom & Pat Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Chris Stanger, Kimberly 
Sucy, Caitlin Szewczyk, Aerin Tadesco, Jim Tarolli, Steve Taylor, David 
Tetlow, Michael & Joann Tetlow, Mary Jane Thomas, Sarah Toner, Alison Van 
Keuren, Alexis Vanwinkle, Matthew Voelker, Brad Walker, Mike Wasilco, Ann 
Watson, Bridget Watts, Drew Weber, Dave Wheeler, Alex Wiebe, Windbirders 
Muckrace Team (Bill Gillette, Bob Spahn, Allan Strong, & Kinsley Whittum), 
Joe Wing, Vonda Woodfield, Chris Wood, Jim Wood (JWo), Robert Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


b — banded; BB — Braddock Bay, T Greece, MONR; BB-WS — west spit at the 
mouth of Braddock Bay; BBBO — Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, usually 
banding station near end of Manitou Beach Rd west of Braddock Bay; BCH — 
Bear Creek Harbor and off shore, WAYN; CL — Conesus L, LIVI; DEP — 
Durand-Eastman P, MONR; G — T Greece, MONR; HANA — High Acres 
Nature Area, T Perinton, MONR; H — T Hamlin, MONR; HB — Hamlin Beach 
SP, MONR; HB-WE — West End Trail in HB includes Devil’s Nose area; IB-S — 
LaSalle Landing P, South end of Irondequoit Bay; M — along Manitou Beach Rd 
NE of Parkway including the BBBO banding station, MONR; MAC - 
Montezuma Audubon Center, T Savannah, WAYN; NMWMA — Northern 
Montezuma WMA (formerly Northern Montezuma Wetlands Complex), 
WAYN; NMWMA (MRdM) — Morgan Rd Marshes area, NUWMA (SCU) — 
Sandhill Crane Unit; NMWMA (VDS) — Van Dyne Spoor area; OB — Ontario 
Beach, Charlotte, MONR; OCP - Oatka Creek P, MONR; PB — Point Breeze 
area, ORLE, nw border of Regions 1 & 2; SPt — Sodus Pt, WAYN; TCEA — 
Twin Cedars Environmental Area, Avon DEC; WP — Webster P, MONR. 


WATERFOWL — VULTURES Trumpeter Swan: max 34 MAC 6 Nov (JF, 
Greater White-fronted Goose: no reports. CSz), good count. 
Snow Goose: arr 1 HB 2 Oct, with large flock Tundra Swan: arr 2 HB 10 Oct; max 89 G 
of Canada Geese. Ross’s Goose: no reports. (Round Pd) 21 Nov (CW). 
Brant: arr 23West Port Bay WAYN & 62 BB- Wood Duck: max 145 NMWMA (VDS) 22 
ES 9 Oct; max 400 SPt 17 Oct; last 20 Wolcott Oct. 
WAYN 22 Nov. Gadwall: max 156 G (Round Pd) 22 Nov 
Cackling Goose: arr 3 Red Creek Pd WAYN 9 (AGu). 
Oct (CW); max 14 HB 14 & 17 Nov; total Eurasian Wigeon: m G (Round Pd) 5 Nov 
approx 26 at 7 loc 9-31 Oct; total approx 30 (JeB, CW). 
sev loc 5-27 Nov. Am. Wigeon: arr HB 5 Sep; 310 G (Round Pd) 
Mute Swan: max 46 IBO 26 Nov. 29 Oct (KG), good count; max 519 G (Round 


Pd) 5 Nov (JeB, CW). 
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Am. Black Duck: max 49 G (Round Pd) 22 
Nov, low 

Mallard: max 300 HANA 18 Nov (BCad), 
interesting date and loc for max. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 30 NUWMA (MRdM) 
2 Sep; last 5 T Groveland LIVI 20 Oct. 

N. Shoveler: max 54 Northrup Crk, G 21 Nov. 
N. Pintail: max 541 HB 10 Oct, low max. 
Green-winged Teal: max 159 G (Northrup 
Crk) 15 Oct (JeB, CW). 

Canvasback: arr G (Salmon Crk) 4 Sep (NK), 
local record early; max 8 T Groveland LIVI 13 
Nov, very low. 

Redhead: arr BB 28 Sep; max 250 T 
Groveland LIVI 10 Nov, low max. 
Ring-necked Duck: arr CL Inlet 15 Sep; max 
42 T G (Round Pd) 21 Nov, low. 

Greater Scaup: arr 2 HB 22 Sep; max 69 BB 
22 Nov, low. 

Lesser Scaup: arr HB 24 Sep; max 240 Sandy 
Bottom P, Honeoye ONTA 13 Nov. 

King Eider: arr 1 f HB 24 Oct (RS); 2 f HB 6 
Nov (JeB, AGu, CW, ph); f off Edgemere Dr, G 
20 Nov (JeB, JiB, CW); f off Edgemere Dr, G 
21 Nov (JeB, JiB, CW), diff bird; 2 f off 
Manitou Beach Rd, G 22 Nov (CW); 2 f HB 23 
Nov (CW); imm m off Manitou Beach Rd, G 29 
Nov (LyB, RB, NK). 

Harlequin Duck: arr f IBO 13-30 Nov (KS, 
RBA field trip, 57+ other obs, ph); f Bear Crk 
Harbor WAYN 22 Nov (JW, ph); f PB 23-26 
Nov (MG, GL, 7 other obs, ph). 

Surf Scoter: arr 7 HB 25 Sep; max 19 off 
Manitou Rd, G 3 Nov, low. 

White-winged Scoter: arr 5 HB 2 Sep (AGu, 
WD’A, DS), early; max 243 HB 23 Oct, low 
max. 

Black Scoter: arr 3 HB 9 Oct; max 403 HB 29 
Nov (JiM, LM), good count. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr HB 3 Oct; max 614 HB 
30 Oct; 572 HB 6 Nov; 598 off Edgemere Dr, 
G 22 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr 3 HB 17 Oct; max 155 Sandy 
Bottom P, Honeoye L ONTA 25 Nov (BH). 
Com. Goldeneye: arr 10 T Groveland LIVI 19 
Oct; max 504 off Edgemere Dr, G 22 Nov (JeB, 
JiB, LiB, CW). 

Common/Barrow’s Goldeneye: f HB 25 Nov 
(JMcG). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: no reports. 

Hooded Merganser: max 300 CL 23 Nov (JK), 
good count. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr HB 4 Sep 
(AGu), early; 2842 HB 22 Nov (JeB, JiB, LiB, 
CW); 2600 Long Pd, G 23 Nov (KG). 
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Ruddy Duck: arr 4 Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye 
L ONTA 18 Sep (B& BM), early; max 140 
Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye L ONTA 20 Oct 
(GL, EG). 

Red-throated Loon: arr 2 HB 25 Sep (AGu), 
early; max 200 HB 23 Oct, low max, early for 
max. 

Com. Loon: arr 2 off DEP 3 Sep; 105 HB 27 
Sep (AGu), 1* date over 100; max 226 HB 9 
Oct, low max, early for max. 

Horned Grebe: arr 2 HB 21 Sep; max 157 off 
Edgemere Dr, G 22 Nov, low max. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 354 HB 30 Oct 
(AGu), early for this high; 74 HB 27 Nov, low 
relative to recent late peaks. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN: | ad Round Pd, G 
10-11 Nov (MG, 9+ other obs, many ph), Reg 
record late. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 2500 off 
Edgemere Dr, G 10 Sep (JeB, JiB, LiB); 1700 
off Ontario Beach 28 Sep (GL). 

Am. Bittern: last HB 9 Oct, unusual loc. 
Great Egret: max 92 NUWMA (MRdM) 12 
Sep (MF, MW), last U Rochester 2 Nov (EG). 
LITTLE BLUE HERON (R2): imm Maxwell 
Crk WAYN 3-9 Oct (MG, 10 other obs). 
CATTLE EGRET (R2): none in Reg, though 
sev just outside in typical Nov time. 

Green Heron: last IB-S & T Williamson 
WAYN 7 Oct. Beechwoods SP WAYN 15 Oct. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 45 
NMWMA (MRdM) 1 Sep (MW), good count; 
last 2 NMWMA (MRdM) 2 Oct. 

plegadis ibis species: Salmon Crk, G 12 Oct 
(DTe). 

Black Vulture: HANA 31 Oct (MG); 4 LSP 27 
Nov (MN), present thru summer. 

Turkey Vulture: max 71 LSP 25 Sep. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: last HANA 6 Nov (DH), late. 
Bald Eagle: 5 ad OCP 10 Oct (JAd), unusual 
for loc; approx 105 rep, 81 ind many loc Oct; 
approx 68 rep, 55 ind many loc Nov; good 
numbers. 
N. Goshawk: WP 15 Sep (RS); G 15 Sep (KG); 
1 imm HB 31 Oct (MG, RS, ST); Glover Rd, T 
Sodus 31 Oct (W. & M. Rowley). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: only 7 rep. 
Broad-winged Hawk: max 30 BB 8 Sep; last 
singles 2 loc LIVI 26 Sep. 
Red-tailed Hawk: max 137 BB 8 Sep, last of 
rep of fall movement. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr 1 Summerville Pier 1 
Nov; only 8 others scattered thru Nov. 
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Virginia Rail: last Brush Crk Marsh, 
Parma/Hamlin townline 25 Nov (CW), late. 
Sora: last CL Inlet 8 Oct. G (Round Pond) 26 
Oct. 

Com. Gallinule: last 3 NUWMA (VDS) 13 
Oct. 

Sandhill Crane: 70 NUWMA (Armitage Rd) 
area 13 Nov (LL); max 74-79 NUWMA 
(Armitage Rd) area 29-30 Nov (DK, PB, KG), 
high numbers, late. 

Black-bellied Plover: last Salmon Crk, G 20 
Nov, ph. 

Am. Golden-Plover: max 26 H (Jacobs Rd) 1 
Oct (AGu); last Salmon Crk, G 14 Nov. 
Semipalmated Plover: max 33 Shore Acres, H 
2 Sep; last IB-S 19 Oct. 

Killdeer: max 119 H 5 Sep (W&MR),; last 4 
IB-S 28 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: last IB-S 14 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last BB 8 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: last Salmon Crk, G 22 
Nov, ph. 

Willet: 2 SPt 23 Sep (W&MR). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 60 NUWMA 
(MRdM) | Sep; last Buck Pd, G & 2 NMWMA 
(VDS) 22 Oct. 

Whimbrel: last SPt 21 Sep (W&MR, JiM, JW, 
JWo), ph. 

Ruddy Turnstone: last BB 26 Sep. 

Stilt Sandpiper: max 9 NMWMA (MRdM) 1 
Sep; last 3 Northrup Crk, G 16 Oct. 
Sanderling: max 36 OB 3 Sep (JiM), last 7 HB 
17 Oct. 

Dunlin: max 55 SPt 17 Oct (MG), low max; 
last 3 Salmon Crk, G 19 Nov. 

Purple Sandpiper: arr SPt 11 Nov (W&MR); 
2 IBO 19 Nov (JeB, CW, JiM, MG, ph). 
Baird’s Sandpiper: last 1 Salmon Crk, G 8 
Oct. 

Least Sandpiper: max 90 MAC 1 Sep & 
NMWMA (MRdM)6 Sep, low max; last 2 IB-S 
19 Oct. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max 18 IB-S 13 
Oct (GF, JiM, LM); last Hemlock L-S ONTA 7 
Nov. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: last SPt 2 Sep 
(W&MR, JW, ph). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 40 Salmon Crk, G 19 
Oct, low max; last Hemlock L-S ONTA 7 Nov. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 40 NUWMA 
(MRdM) 17 Sep, low max; last IB-S 19 Oct. 
Western Sandpiper: SPt 18 Sep (MG, ph), 
only report. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: last Shore Acres, H 
11 Sep. 
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Long-billed Dowitcher: max & last 10-11 
NMWMA (VDS) 22-23 Oct (JMcG, SP). 
Wilson’s Snipe: max 21 Salmon Crk, G 17 Oct 
(KG); last 4 Beechwoods SP WAYN 14 Nov 
(JW). 

Am. Woodcock: HANA 1 Nov (MG), not 
many late fall birder reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: 4 NUWMA (MRdM) 
1 Sep (MW, ph), 1-4 cont thru 9 Sep (mob); 
Summerville Pier 14 Sep (GL). 

Pomarine Jaeger: imm OB area 19 Nov (CW), 
only report. 

Parasitic Jaeger: total approx 8 HB 9-19 Oct 
(mob); imm HB 26 Nov (JeB, CW). 

jaeger species: imm HB 9 Oct; imm HB 6, 13 
Nov. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: arr imm HB 9 Oct 
(AGu, 7 other obs); 2 imm HB 30 Oct (AGu); 
ad HB 6 Nov (JeB, AGu, CW); 2 imm HB 11 
Nov (MG, ph); ad off Edgemere Dr, G 22 Nov 
(JeB, JiB, LB, CW); ad rare here. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 290 Northrup Crk, G 5 
Oct; 267 IB-S 19 Nov 

Little Gull: 1 ad Summerville Pier 29 Oct 
(GF). 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: 1 1* win Northrup Crk, 
G 1 Oct (AGu, PMar); imm IB-S 9 Oct (KH, 
BCar, KR). 

Herring Gull: max 2000 Mill Seat landfill, T 
Riga 23 Nov (AGu, BriM). 

Iceland Gull: arr 1 imm T Bergen & HB 30 
Oct; 2 Mill Seat landfill, T Riga 23 Nov (AGu, 
BriM). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: total 8 at 3 loc 4- 
28 Sep; total 7 at 3 loc 3-14 Oct; 12 rep, 24 ind 
sev loc 5-27 Nov. 

Glaucous Gull: arr 1 1* win HB 22 Nov; OB 
area 23 Nov, only reports. 

Caspian Tern: last Northrup Crk, G 18 Oct. 
Black Tern: last HB 23 Sep (AGuRC)). 

Com. Tern: max 11 HB 21 Sep, low max; last 
2 IBO 19 Oct. 

Forster’s Tern: last SPt 4 Oct (MT, DS). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1-3 H 
(Greenwell farm) 4 Sep, 30 Oct, 6, 26, 27 Nov, 
surprising how infrequently seen given the 
number of birders who pass here looking. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last 2b BBBO 7 Oct. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: last Avon fishing access 
site 7 Oct. 

Long-eared Owl: N. Wolcott WAYN 19 Sep 
(W&MR), seldom reported away from Bergen 
Swamp and special counts. 
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Short-eared Owl: arr Ganondagan 14 Oct; max 
5 NMWMA (MRdM) 23 Nov. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: N Wolcott WAYN 12 Sep 
(W&MR), seldom reported away from M or 
special counts; 4b M 10 Oct (BBBO); HB 19 
Nov (MG), heard, seen, & ph. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 43 T Gates MONR 19 
Sep (B& BM); last T Gates MONR 22 Sep. 
Chimney Swift: max 56 IB-S 1 Oct, low max; 
last 2 Fairport MONR 6 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Honeoye 
Falls 30 Sep; total b 4 BBBO 4-22 Sep. 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: HY f G third 
week Oct thru (M&SA), at feeder with heaters, 
not reported to birders & b (RY) until 13 Dec, 
3" Reg report, intro. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: last HB 25 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: WP 30 Nov (JiM). 
YELLOW-BELLIED x RED-NAPED 
SAPSUCKER: WP 19 Nov (JeB, CW, ph; 
JMcG, SB, ph); WP 23 Nov (AGu); photos on 
eBird, intro. 

Am. Kestrel: 12 rep, 13 ind sev loc Nov, low. 
Merlin: 28 rep, 25 ind sev loc Sep; total 22 sev 
loc 1-30 Oct; 19 rep, 20 ind sev loc Nov. 
Peregrine Falcon: 24 rep, 20 ind sev loc Sep; 
total 14 sev loc 7-28 Oct; 12 rep, 12 ind sev loc 
Nov. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: HB 4 Sep; Ellison P, 
T Penfield 4 Sep; Riverside Cemetery, ROCH 7 
Sep; last LSP 27 Sep. 

E. Wood-Pewee: last G & South Conesus LIVI 
4 Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: total b 37 BBBO 1- 
27 Sep; last 1b BBBO 27 Sep. 

Alder Flycatcher: last 2 Ganondagan 10 Sep. 
Willow Flycatcher: last CL Inlet 20 Sep (KC). 
“Traill’s Flycatcher: last 1b BBBO 11 Sep. 
Least Flycatcher: last 1b BBBO 25 Sep. 

E. Phoebe: last Ontario Center Greenway 
PWAYN 31 Oct (JW). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: last BBBO 20 Sep. 
E. Kingbird: last 2 CL Inlet 29 Sep. 

GRAY KINGBIRD: imm m T Bergen MONR 
28 Oct-23 Nov (MM-C, 75+ other obs, many 
ph), 4th Reg record, intro. 

N. Shrike: arr Nations Rd IBA 26 Oct; 6 rep 6 
ind sev loc 16-28 Nov. 

WHITE-EYED VIREO (R2): 1b BBBO 27 
Sep; 1b BBBO 2 Nov (BBBO), late. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: last CL Inlet 20 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: last 1b BBBO 18 Oct. 
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Warbling Vireo: last 2 Four Mile Crk Pres, 
Webster 22 Sep. 

Philadelphia Vireo: total b 20 BBBO 2 Sep - 1 
Oct; last BBBO 3 Oct. 

Red-eyed Vireo: total b 68 BBBO 1 Sep- 12 
Oct last 1b BBBO 12 Oct. M 12 Oct. 

Fish Crow: 1-6 OB area all season; Longridge 
Ave, G 25 Nov (LyB). 

Purple Martin: last 2 NMWMA (MRdM) 18 
Sep. 

Tree Swallow: max 5000 NMWMA (SCU) 16 
Sep, low max; last 5 West Port Bay WAYN 28 
Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: last IB-S 27 Oct. 
Bank Swallow: last 2 IB-S 9 Oct. 

Cliff Swallow: last 4 Honeoye Falls 19 Oct. 
CAVE SWALLOW: arr HB 19 Nov (DTe, 
KH); last HB 20 Nov (CW), intro. 

Barn Swallow: last IB-S 16 Oct. 
Black-capped Chickadee: max 45 North Rush 
30 Oct (NK); max b 34 BBBO 31 Oct; total b 6 
in Sep, 200 in Oct, 10 in Nov 2 Sep — 1 Nov, 
intro. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: early thoughts of 
irruption fizzled; max 10 M (Owl Woods) 10 
Sep; highest after that 5 scattered across Reg 
and season. . 

Brown Creeper: total b 54 BBBO 15 Sep — 29 
Oct. 

House Wren: last 1b BBBO 10 Oct. 

Winter Wren: arr migr G 4 Sep, early; total b 
47 BBBO 13 Sep-28 Oct. 

Marsh Wren: last Northrup Crk, G 30 Oct. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: last M 10 Oct. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr 2 HB 22 Sep; 
max 35 HB 9 Oct (RB), low max; max b 26 
BBBO 10 Oct; total b 204 BBBO 24 Sep- 31 
Oct. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr 2 WP 15 Sep; max 
53 BBBO 10 Oct (sev), low max; max b 48 
BBBO 10 Oct; total b 328 BBBO 15 Sep - 31 
Oct. 

Veery: total b 14 BBBO 1-22 Sep; last North 
Rush MONR 28 Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr HB-WE 1 Sep; 
max b 20 BBBO 25 Sep; total b 117 BBBO 12 
Sep- last 8 Oct; last South Conesus 14 Oct. 
Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: max b 17 
M 25 Sep; total b 86 BBBO 13 Sep - last 3 Oct. 
BICKNELL’ S THRUSH: 1b BBBO 22 Oct & 
23 Oct. 

Swainson’s Thrush: max 21 T Gates MONR 4 
Oct; max b 21 BBBO 22 Sep; total b 165 
BBBO 5 Sep - 16 Oct; last Ellison P, T Penfield 
15 Nov (LM, ph), Reg record late. 
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Hermit Thrush: arr migr 2 HB-WE 5 Sep; 
max 44 HB-WE 14 Oct (RS); 35 HB-WE 19 
Oct (RS, DB); max b 34 BBBO 17 Oct; total b 
253 BBBO 25 Sep — 1 Nov; 5 WP 19 Nov (JeB, 
CW), good for so late. 

Wood Thrush: last HB-WE 2 Oct. 

Am. Robin: max 679 HB 13 Nov (AGu); 500 
Walworth WAYN 28 Oct (RB). 

Gray Catbird: max 47 WP 7 Sep (RS); 30 HB- 
WE 12 Sep (RS); total b 102 BBBO 1 Sep - 29 
Oct; last 1-2 HB 23-26 Nov (JeB, CW, JMcG, 
JW). 

Brown Thrasher: last Whiting Rd Pres, 
Webster 11 Oct. 

Am. Pipit: arr North Rush & 2 NMWMA 
(MRdM) 11 Sep; last HB 30 Nov (JW). 
Bohemian Waxwing: HB 31 Oct (AGu, MG), 
only report 

Bohemian/Cedar Waxwing: 12 off Rigney 
Bluff, G 13 Nov, too far out over lake for 
certain ID. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 150 Honeoye Falls 19 
Nov, scarce. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: arr Jacobs Rd, H 9 Oct. 
Snow Bunting: arr HB-WE 9 Oct; max 150 T 
Byron GENE 21 Nov. 

Ovenbird: total b 19 BBBO 3 Sep — last 4 Oct. 
N. Waterthrush: last 2b BBBO 22Sep. 
Blue-winged Warbler: last HB-WE 11 Sep. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: last 1b BBBO 1 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last M (Owl 
Woods) 8 Oct. 

Tennessee Warbler: last 2 HANA 15 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr 1 HANA 25 
Sep; 18 ind 15 loc 26 Sep — 15 Oct; last WP 18 
Nov (JiM, LM), late. 

Nashville Warbler: total b 37 1 Sep — last 13 
Oct. 

Connecticut Warbler: arr 1 Beatty Pt, G 9 Sep 
(BriM, ph); TCEA 5 Oct (MW); only reports. 
Mourning Warbler: last 1b BBBO 3 Oct, late. 
Com. Yellowthroat: total b 74 BBBO 2 Sep — 
8 Oct; last Church Trail, G 25 Nov (CW), late. 
Hooded Warbler: last Mumford GENE & 
Chimney Bluffs WAYN 24 Sep. 

Am. Redstart: total b 39 M 1 Sep — 28 Sep; 
last M (Owl Woods) 8 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: last G 28 Sep. 

N. Parula: last CL Inlet 6 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: max b 34 BBBO 15 Sep; 
total b 252 BBBO 1 Sep - 8 Oct; last HB-WE 9 
Oct. 
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Bay-breasted Warbler: total b 37 BBBO 1 
Sep - last 16 Oct, late. 

Blackburnian Warbler: last BBBO 22 Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: 1b BBBO 1 Oct, late; TCEA 
3 Oct (MW), late; last BBBO 15 Oct, recap, 
very late. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: last 1 imm 
Beechwoods SP WAYN 10 Oct (R&SS). 
Blackpoll Warbler: max b 51 BBBO 28 Sep; 
max 40 BBBO 3 Oct (GL); total b 470 BBBO 4 
Sep - 17 Oct; last 2 BBBO 24 Oct (GL), back to 
large numbers. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: total b 44 
BBBO 1 Sep — 10 Oct; last U Rochester 17 Oct 
(EG). 

Palm Warbler: arr G 4 Sep; last Honeoye Falls 
& Huff & Reed Rds ONTA 9 Oct; none banded 
this fall. 

Pine Warbler: max 8 HB 9 Sep (AGu); last CL 
Inlet 20 Oct (KC). 

Prairie Warbler: last Honeoye Creek WMA 5 
Sep (KK). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: total b 38 BBBO 4 
Sep — 17 Oct; last 2 HB 25 Nov (JMcG), late. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: total b 22 
BBBO 1 Sep- last 2b 10 Oct. 

Canada Warbler: last South Conesus LIVI 27 
Sep. 

Wilson’s Warbler: total b 43 BBBO 1-28 Sep; 
last Village of Webster 1 Oct. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: last 1 imm f banded 
BBBO 28 Oct, late. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: Honeoye Falls 7-24 Nov (BCar), 
late; Beatty Pt, G25 Nov (CW), late. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 2 HANA & Canal P, G 
15 Oct. 
Chipping Sparrow: last HB-WE 25 Nov (JeB, 
CW). 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Reed Rd, T Clyde 
WAYN 17 Sep (Wind Birders), during 
Montezuma Muck Race. 
Vesper Sparrow: last North Pds P, Webster 28 
Oct (MG). 
Fox Sparrow: arr WP 7 Oct (RS); last N 
Wolcott WAYN 30 Nov (W&MR). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr HB-WE 3 Sep (RS); 
total b 18 BBBO 15 Sep — 10 Oct; last Bristol 
Hills ONTA 29 Oct (EG, GL). 
White-throated Sparrow: arr 1b BBBO & 3 
Beechwoods SP WAYN 9 Sep; max b 38 
BBBO 10 Oct; total b 380 BBBO 9 Sep — 31 
Oct; max 70 HB-WE 11 Oct. 
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White-crowned Sparrow: arr Webster & 1b + 
3 BBBO & HB 24 Sep; max 47 North Rush 10 
Oct (NK). 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 316 HB-WE 9 Oct 
(TL, TA, IC, DWeb); max b 75 BBBO 9 Oct; 
total b 170 BBBO 24 Sep — 26 Oct. 
DARK-EYED “PINK-SIDED” JUNCO: HB 
24 Nov thru (AGu, mob, many ph), 1* Reg 
record, intro. 

Scarlet Tanager: last T Gates MONR & 
Cumming Nature Center ONTA 1 Oct. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last Bushnell’s 
Basin MONR 3 Oct (C&HH). 

Indigo Bunting: last HB-WE 9 Oct (R&SS), 
late. 

Bobolink: last Bennett Rd, T Parma 5 Oct. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 10,000 
NMWMA (VDS) 17 Sep (BMcQ, et al.); 9000 
NMWMA (Savannah) 22 Oct (JMcG). 

E. Meadowlark: last NMWMA (Guy 
Baldassarre Marsh) 25 Oct. 


Rusty Blackbird: arr NNWMA (MRdM) 17 
Sep; max 370 BBP 20 Oct (DTe); 41 Round Pd, 
G 5 Novy; there were about 10 loc with variable 
flocks to above 10 ind totaling about 400 more 
ind above those two flocks cited, with about 80 
different reports scattered thru the season and 
Region. 

Com. Grackle: max 2500 Nations Rd IBA 26 
Oct. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 500 NUWMA 
(Savannah) 22 Oct & T Sweden MONR 16 
Nov. 

Baltimore Oriole: last G 16 Sep. 

Red Crossbill: arr HB 14 Nov (RS); T 
Hemlock ONTA 17 Nov (BH); only reports. 
Com. Redpoll: arr HB 7 Nov; 9 other rep 1-5 
ind sev loc 8-28 Nov. 

Pine Siskin: max 55 HB 28 Nov (MG). 

Am. Goldfinch: max b 340 BBBO 31 Oct; 28b 
BBBO 1 Nov; total b only 396 for the fall. 
Evening Grosbeak: arr 10 HB 29 Oct (AGu); 
1-2 six loc 1-26 Nov; irregular visitor now. 


REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 


80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9 @ gmail.com 


Fall 2016 was warm and dry, prolonging a severe drought in the Finger Lakes 
Region. In Ithaca, the average temperature in September 2016 was 63° F, 3° 
above normal. In October, the average was 51°, 2.3° above normal. November’s 
average was 41°, 1.4° above normal. September precipitation was only 0.1", 
3.68" below normal. October precipitation was 0.2", 3.4" below normal, and 
November precipitation was 0.4", 2.76" below normal. 

Numbers of swans and geese were relatively low. Rarities included Greater 
White-fronted Goose and Ross’s Goose, just single day occurrences of each. In 
contrast, there were numerous reports of Cackling Goose throughout the Region 
including a high count of nine at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. Duck 
numbers were good, with high counts for several species: Gadwall, Eurasian 
Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, Redhead, Greater Scaup, and Lesser Scaup. 

At Frontenac Park, Jay McGowan found the season’s only Eared Grebe in 
late November. Sarah Toner rediscovered the Region’s first Brown Booby on 
Cayuga Lake. The bird first appeared in August and stayed through the end of 
September. 
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The drought led to low numbers of Great Blue Herons and Great Egrets. As 
many as seven Cattle Egrets were in the vicinity of Montezuma NWR in 
November. In Dryden, Dan Serpiello spotted the only Black Vulture to be 
reported. 

Rails and their kin were much in evidence at Montezuma NWR, with high 
counts for Virginia Rail, Common Gallinule, American Coot, and Sandhill 
Crane. There was a good variety of shorebirds in the Region, but numbers were 
generally low. The drought conditions eliminated some of the usual habitat 
while creating habitat in areas that are normally too full of water to attract 
shorebirds. Both reports of Whimbrel came from the north end of Seneca Lake. 
Tim Lenz had the only sighting of Red Phalarope, a bird at Taughannock Falls 
State Park. 

Iceland Gulls appeared at scattered locations in the Region. Five Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls attracted to compost piles in the Town of Dryden was a high 
count for fall. Tern numbers were low through the season. 

While five Eastern Screech-Owls and three Barred Owls are not big 
numbers, they were Regionally high fall counts for single locations. A Long- 
eared Owl was observed in Northeast Ithaca. Single Short-eared Owls were 
found at a handful of scattered locations. The Hammond Hill Owl Banding 
Station had a peak of six Northern Saw-whet Owls in a single night. Migrating 
Common Nighthawks were fairly numerous in the Region, with a maximum of 
55 spotted at Montezuma NWR in mid-September. 

Chris Wood found the only Red-headed Woodpecker, in Hi Tor Wildlife 
Management Area. Maximum counts of Downy Woodpecker and Northern 
Flicker were high. Among falcons, three Merlins in Geneva produced the high 
count for that species. 

The warm season seemed responsible for numerous late records of 
migrating songbirds. The late September report of a Great Crested Flycatcher, 
because of its lateness in the season, was the most unusual report among the 
flycatchers. Brooke Morse photographed a White-eyed Vireo along the Ontario 
Pathways. Jay McGowan and Livia Santana photographed a very late Warbling 
Vireo in late November at Salt Point in Lansing. Not nearly as extreme was the 
late Red-eyed Vireo that Adriaan Dokter found at Jetty Woods in Ithaca in late 
October. Swallows seemed to depart in a timelier manner than other passerines. 
The high count of Tufted Titmouse in the Town of Dryden might signal a 
rebound by this species after two very harsh winters, 2013-14 and 2014-15. 

The first Lapland Longspur of the season was spotted in early October. The 
first Snow Bunting arrived in mid-October. 

Like the vireos, several warblers lingered late. Very late were Northern 
Waterthrush to mid-October and Cape May Warbler to late October. Cape May 
Warblers were also widely reported and often occurred in small flocks— 
amazing for a species that I had to list as a rarity for several years. Other late 
departures were recorded for Tennessee, Yellow, Chestnut-sided, Palm, Black- 
throated Green, and Canada Warblers. Golden-winged Warblers appeared in 
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Ithaca and Northeast Ithaca. The latter was another very late bird in mid- 
November. The Region produced five reports of Connecticut Warbler. Ian 
Davies, Marshall Iliff, and Brad Walker patiently counted the passage of 1,594 
Yellow-rumped Warblers past their vantage point in the Town of Danby on 4 
October. 

All the reports of Nelson’s Sparrow came from the Cornell Research Ponds 
in the first half of October. A probably injured Scarlet Tanager was at Salt Point 
in Lansing from 20-27 November. Shai Mitra heard the season’s first Dickcissel 
at the NYSOA Annual Conference in Elmira in September. Two Bobolinks at 
Montezuma NWR on 16 October were quite late. 

Winter finches were generally scarce. However, Ian Davies counted 62 
Purple Finches in Danby. Observers only reported Red Crossbills twice and 
Common Redpoll once. The maximum count for Pine Siskin was only eight. 
The big news was fairly numerous reports of small numbers of Evening 
Grosbeaks that made a month-long incursion into the region. 
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David Nicosia, James Norwalk, Gail Norwood, Dave Nutter, James Osborn, Bill 
Ostrander, Pat Palladino, Carla Parkinson, Scott Peterson, Gerard Phillips, Jon 
Podoliak, Bill Purcell, James Purcell, Rosemary Reilly, Bernadette Rigley, 
Thomas Riley, Gordon Robinson, Ken Rosenberg, Wade & Melissa Rowley, 
Linnea Rowse, Kevin Rybczynski, Livia Santana, Matthew Sarver, Kelly 
Schaeffer, Stephanie Schmidt, Thomas Schmidt, Tom Schulenberg, Mickey 
Scilingo, Luke Seitz, Dan Serpiello, Shirley Shaw, Tom Shepard, Dominic 
Sherony, Antony Shrimpton, Eric Sibbald, Roger Smith, Joshua Snodgrass, 
Damaris Stoddard, Sam Stoddard, Kimberly Sucy, Brian Sullivan, Anne Swaim, 
Rose Swift, Aerin Tedesco, Michael Tetlow, Sarah Toner, Mayte Torres, Diane 
Traina, Lee Ann van Leer, Andrew VanNorstrand, Matthew Voelker, Brad 
Walker, Mike Wasilco, Drew Weber, Deb Weltsch, Adam West, Alex Wiebe, 
Glenn Wilson, Chris Wood, Rochelle Woods, Casey Zillman. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BLNA — Bluegrass Lane Natural Area, TOMP; CayL — Cayuga L; CRPd — 
Cornell Research Pds, TOMP; CU — Cornell University, TOMP; FLNF — Finger 
Lakes National Forest; HT — Hi Tor WMA, YATE; LPSP — Long Pt SP; 
MNWR — Montezuma NWR; MR — Monkey Run, TOMP; MyPt — Myers Pt, 
TOMP; NEI — Northeast Ithaca; OLI — Owasco L Inlet, CAYU; PW — Palmer 
Woods, TOMP; QCM — Queen Catharine Marsh, SCHU RHPP — Roy H Park 
Preserve, TOMP; SLSP — Seneca L SP; SPt — Salt Pt, TOMP; SSP — Sampson 
SP; StP — Stewart P, TOMP; SW — Sapsucker Woods, TOMP; TCar — T 
Caroline, TOMP; TDan — T Danby, TOMP; TDry — T Dryden, TOMP; WG — 
Watkins Glen. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
(R3): 3 SLSP 6 Nov (mob!, ph). 

Snow Goose: arr MNWR 11 Sep (KK), early; 
max 2500 Executive Links SENE 30 Nov. 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R3): Great Gully Cove Pd 
CAYU 9 Oct (CW, ph). 

Brant: arr StP 9 Oct; max 120 Burdett 22 Oct; 
last SLSP 13 Nov. 

Cackling Goose: arr T Ithaca TOMP 28 Sep; 
max 9 MNWR 2 Oct (JMcG), high. 

Canada Goose: max 5000 MNWR 9 Oct-6 
Nov, low. 

Mute Swan: 2 CayL, T Seneca Falls SENE 29 
Oct-29 Nov, only report. 

Tundra Swan: arr MNWR 15 Oct; max 212 
MNWR 27 Nov. 

Gadwall: max 1800 MNWR 25 Nov (JMcG), 
high. 
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Eurasian Wigeon: arr 17 Sep MNWR (mob); 
max 3 MNWR 6 Nov (SBi, JMcG, BW), high; 
last MNWR 19 Nov. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 72 MNWR 25 Sep; 
last 2 MNWR 6 Nov. 

N. Shoveler: max 500 MNWR 22 Oct (JMcG), 
high. 

N. Pintail: max 5700 MNWR 6 Nov. 
Canvasback: arr MNWR 26 Oct. 

Redhead: max 5250 MNWR 27 Nov (JeB, 
CW), high. 

Greater Scaup: arr CayL, T Springport CAYU 
24 Sep; max 300 MNWR 22 Oct (JMcG), high. 
Lesser Scaup: arr MNWR 16 Sep; max 7000 
MNWR 18 Nov (DSh, MTe), high. 

Surf Scoter: arr Woodville Boat Launch, 
Canandaigua L ONTA 18 Oct; max 4 OLI 30 
Oct; 4 SLSP 30 Oct; last East Shore P CAYU 
26 Nov (WH), late. 
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White-winged Scoter: arr 2 Taughannock Falls 
SP 10 Oct; MyPt 10 Oct; max 8 Red Jacket 
Yacht Club SENE 5 Nov. 

Black Scoter: arr 6 StP 19 Oct TOMP; MyPt 
19 Oct; max 40 SLSP 30 Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr 2 SLSP 28 Oct; max 7 
MNWR 13 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr MNWR 22 Oct; max 60 Harris 
P CAYU 6 Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr MNWR 22 Oct; max 75 
SSP 27 Nov. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr Milliken Station 
TOMP 24 Sep; max 80 Aurora 25 Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: arr Park Station P CHEM 13 Sep 
(WB), early; max 279 MNWR 12 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: arr PW 28 Oct; max 3 
Red Jacket Yacht Club SENE 5 Nov. 

Horned Grebe: arr CayL, T Springport CAYU 
23 Sep; max 7 Aurora 13 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: arr MNWR 19 Sep; max 2 
Dryden L TOMP6 Nov; 2 OLI 7 Nov. 

EARED GREBE (R3): Frontenac P CAYU 25 
Nov (JMcG!). 

BROWN BOOBY: CayL thru 30 Sep 
(mob!,ph). 

Am. Bittern: last MNWR 27 Nov. 

Least Bittern: last CU 3 Oct (mob!), nocturnal, 
late. 

Great Egret: max 6 MNWR 9 Sep, low; last 
MNWR 13 Nov. 

CATTLE EGRET (R3): arr 7 Goose Haven 4 
Nov (mob, ph); MNWR 4 Nov (DDa, JMcG, 
ph); last 2 T Tyre SENE 30 Nov (JAk!, BoMc). 
Green Heron: max 13 TDan 3 Oct, nocturnal; 
last StP 17 Oct. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: last MNWR 12 
Nov. 

BLACK VULTURE (R3): TDry 11 Sep 
(DSe!). 

Turkey Vulture: 200 CU 5 Oct (JCo); max 
204 T Moravia CAYU 10 Oct (TR), high; last 
SPt 27 Nov. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: max 4 MNWR 3-4 Sep; last CU 27 
Oct. 
N. Goshawk: max 2 FLNF 5 Sep. 
Broad-winged Hawk: max 13 Boggy Bottom 
TOMP 16 Sep; last T Dryden 28 Sep. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr MNWR 15 Oct. 
Golden Eagle: arr Allan H Treman State 
Marine P TOMP 3 Nov. 
Virginia Rail: max & last 8 MNWR 9 Oct 
(BL), high. 
Sora: max 3 max & last 3 MNWR 9 Oct. 
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Com. Gallinule: max 250 MNWR 25 Sep 
(RC), high; last MNWR 1 Nov. 

Am. Coot: max 2500 MNWR 18 Nov (DSh, 
MTe), high. 

Sandhill Crane: max 73 MNWR 12 Nov 
(DDo), high. 

Black-bellied Plover: max 4 MNWR 16-17 
Sep, low; last SLSP 30 Oct. 

Am. Golden-Plover: last MNWR 9 Oct. 
Semipalmated Plover: max 10 MNWR 17 
Sep, low; last 2 MNWR 28 Sep. 

Upland Sandpiper: FLNF SCHU 5 Sep (CW); 
TDan 20 Sep (ID, LSe), late, only reports. 
WHIMBREL (R3): Seneca L, C Geneva 6 Sep 
(CJ!); SLSP 15 Sep (DK, ph). 

Ruddy Turnstone: OLI 2 Sep (CW); Elmira 
(BO); MNWR 2-5 Sep (mob), only reports. 
Stilt Sandpiper: max & last 4 MNWR 11 Oct. 
Sanderling: max 2 Lakefront PONTA 5 Sep; 2 
MyPt 9 Sep; last StP 1 Nov. 

Dunlin: arr 4 MNWR 15 Sep; max 20 MNWR 
15 Oct, low; last MNWR 13 Nov. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: max 2 QCM 5-7 Sep; last 
MNWR 28 Sep. 

Least Sandpiper: max 45 QCM 7 Sep; last 
SLSP 30 Oct. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max 5 MNWR 10 
Oct; last MNWR 20 Nov. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 18 MNWR 15 & 24 
Sep; last SLSP 24 Oct. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 10 MNWR 9 
Oct; last Moravia 19 Oct. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: max 10 MNWR 27 
Sep; last 2 MNWR 4 Oct. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: max 18 MNWR 1 
Oct; last MNWR 23 Oct. 

Wilson’s Snipe: max 11 MNWR 15 Oct; last 
TDry 22 Nov (DSe), late. 

Am. Woodcock: max 2 HT 23 Oct; last RHPP 
2 Nov. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: MNWR 11 & 18 Sep 
(mob), only reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: OLI 2 Sep (CW); 
MNWR 22 Sep (DDa); OLI 2 Oct (JeB, CW!), 
only reports. 

RED PHALAROPE (R3): Taughannock Falls 
SP 24 Sep (TL!). 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 4 MNWR 11 Sep; 
last MyPt 8 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: max 9 CRPd 6 Sep; last 
MNWR 15 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 35 MNWR 5 Sep; 
last MNWR 19 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 100 MNWR 24 Sep; 
last MNWR 20 Nov. 
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Iceland Gull: arr Wyers Pt SENE 10 Nov 
(SHe, LK, TL), late; CU 10 Nov (FM); 
Stevenson Road Compost Piles TOMP 19-25 
Nov (JMcG, KMcGo, LSa); Elmira 25 Nov 
(BO), only reports. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 5 Stevenson 
Road Compost Piles TOMP 20 Sep (GP), high; 
4 StP 20 Oct. 

Caspian Tern: max 11 MNWR 5 Sep; last 3 
StP 9 Oct. 

Com. Tern: StP 1 Sep (KRo); max 10 MyPt 9 
Sep (JMcG); 2 Seneca L, WG 9 Sep (TL); last 
MNWR 9 Oct (BL), only reports. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last StP 18 Oct. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: HT 3 Sep (CW); TDan 
11 Sep (ID, AJ); MNWR 17 Sep (JoBa, DB). 
E. Screech-Owl: max 5 CU 11 Sep (ADr, SDz, 
MK, AW1), high. 

Barred Owl: max 3 TDan 19 Sep (ID), high. 
LONG-EARED OWL (R3): NEI 23 Nov 
(JMcG, KMcGo, LSa, TSchu). 

Short-eared Owl: arr T Ulysses TOMP 18 Oct. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: max 6 Hammond Hill 
Banding Station TOMP 4 Oct (WB), high. 
Com. Nighthawk: max 55 MNWR 16 Sep; last 
MNWR 1 Oct. 

Chimney Swift: max 30 MNWR 14 Sep; last 
North Mill Pd CAYU 1 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 6 FLNF 
SCHU 2 Sep; last WG 2 Oct. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: HT 3 Sep (CW), 
only report. 

Downy Woodpecker: max 18 SW 18 Sep 
(CP), high. 

N. Flicker: max 26 MNWR 28 Sep (JO), high. 
Merlin: max 3 Geneva 7 Sep (JN), high. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last SW 15 Sep. 
E. Wood-Pewee: max 6 OLI 2 Sep; last 
Tareyton P TOMP 8 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: max 2 FLNF 
SENE 5 Sep; last BLNA 26 Sep. 
Alder Flycatcher: max 2 TDry 4 Sep (JF1), 
high; last FLNF SENE, 5 Sep. 
Willow Flycatcher: last FLNF SCHU 3 Sep; T 
Middlesex YATE 3 Sep. 
Least Flycatcher: last LPSP 3 Oct. 
E. Phoebe: last MNWR 12 Nov. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: last Louis Agassiz 
Fuertes Bird Sanctuary TOMP 27 Sep (TL), 
late. 
E. Kingbird: max 4 MNWR 4 Sep (SSh), high; 
last Sperr Memorial P CHEM 11 Sep. 
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N. Shrike: arr CRPd 17 Nov thru; TDry 19 
Nov; max 2 T Fayette SENE 30 Nov (DK), 
high; MNWR 30 Nov. 

WHITE-EYED VIREO (R3): Ontario 
Pathways ONTA 28 Sep (BroM ph!). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: max 3 Big Flats Trail 
CHEM 10 Sep (PL), high; last TCar 17 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 6 PW 9 Oct; last 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes Bird Sanctuary TOMP 5 
Nov. 

Warbling Vireo: max 14 MyPt 6 Sep (JMcG), 
high; last SPt 26 Nov (JMcG, LSa, ph), very 
late. 

Philadelphia Vireo: max 3 MNWR 5 Sep; 3 
PW 15 Sep; last LPSP 3 Oct. 


Red-eyed Vireo: max 12 PW 4 Sep; last Jetty 
Woods TOMP 23 Oct (ADo), late. 

Purple Martin: max & last 18 MNWR 25 Sep. 
Tree Swallow: max 5000 MNWR 8 Oct; last T 
Covert SENE 27 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 72 MNWR 1 
Oct; last MNWR 11 Oct. 


Bank Swallow: max 150 MNWR 4 Sep; last 4 
MNWR 1 Oct. 

Cliff Swallow: max 5 MNWR 17 Sep; last 
MNWR 26 Sep. 


Barn Swallow: max 100 MNWR 17 Sep; last 
MNWR 30 Sep. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 15 MR 24 Sep (CW), 
high. 

House Wren: max 5 RHPP 3 Sep; 5 PW 5 Sep; 
last BLNA 19 Oct. 

Winter Wren: max 11 OLI 5 Oct (JeB, CW), 
high. 

Marsh Wren: max 8 MNWR 4 Sep; 8 MNWR 
1 Oct. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 4 Jetty Woods 
TOMP 3-4 Sep; last SW 15 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr TCar 11 Sep; max 
25 PW 9 Oct; last SPt 14 Nov. 

Veery: max 23 TDan 15 Sep, nocturnal; last 
CU 4 Oct. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: max 65 TDan 3 Oct, 
nocturnal; last CU 8 Oct. 

Swainson’s Thrush: max 450 NEI 3 Oct, 
nocturnal: last 3 CU 13 Oct, nocturnal; MR 13 
Oct. 

Hermit Thrush: max 6 TCar 8 Oct; last PW 12 
Nov. 

Wood Thrush: max 6 TDan 3 Oct, nocturnal; 
last T Erin CHEM 8 Oct. 

Am. Robin: max 1000 T Ulysses TOMP 5 Nov 
(LAVL), high. 
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Gray Catbird: max 30 MNWR 18 Sep; QCM 
19 Nov. 

Brown Thrasher: max 9 LPSP 16 Sep; last 
Durland Preserve TOMP 20 Nov. 

Am. Pipit: arr 2 CRPd 15 Sep; max 60 Liddell 
Lab and Pds TOMP 29 Oct; last MR 28 Nov. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: arr MNWR 2 Oct; max 2 
Mt Pleasant TOMP 12 Nov; 2 T Newfield 
TOMP. 

Snow Bunting: arr MNWR 19 Oct; max 6 
CRPd 18 Nov. 

Ovenbird: max 4 FLNF SENE 5 Sep; last SW 
9 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: last Buttermilk Falls SP 16 
Oct (EMG!), very late. 

GOLDEN WINGED WARBLER (R3): SPt 9 
Sep (JMcG, ph); NEI 11 Nov (TSchu!). 
“Brewster’s” Warbler (hybrid): SPt 9-15 Sep 
(JMcG, ph), only report. 

Black-and-white Warbler: last PW 9 Oct. 
Tennessee Warbler: max 10 StP 5 Oct; last 4 
StP 19 Oct (JMcG, ph), late. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr Ontario 
Pathways ONTA 13 Sep; last OLI 30 Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: max 8 PW 11 Sep; last 
FLNF SENE Oct 18. 

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (R3): FLNF 
SENE 5 Sep (CW!); Philip R Dankert Village P 
TOMP 10 Sep (DJM, ph); NEI 14 Sep (KRo!); 
FLNF 15 Sep (LK, TL, ph); SW 30 Sep (MC!). 
Mourning Warbler: last MR 25 Sep. 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 20 Dunlop Meadow 
Natural Area TOMP 16 Sep; last OLI 30 Oct. 
Hooded Warbler: max 4 Stid Hill WMA 18 
Sep (BriM, BroM), high; last OLI 5 Oct. 

Am. Redstart: max 8 PW 1 Sep; last SW 11 
Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: max 9 RHPP 14 Sep; last 
StP 27 Oct (TL), very late. 

N. Parula: max 8 TDan 3 Oct, nocturnal; last 
PW 9 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: max 19 SSP 4 Sep; last 
PW 9 Oct. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: max 12 SSP 4 Sep 
(LK, TL, ST, AW1), high; last SPt 6 Oct. 
Blackburnian Warbler: max 5 Cornell 
Community Garden Plots TOMP 1 Sep; last 
NEI 7 Oct. 

Yellow Warbler: max 6 Sperr Memorial P 
CHEM 9 Sep; last SPt 14 Nov (JMcG, ph), late. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: max 4 PW 1 Sep; 
last PW 14 Oct (JCo, ph), late. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 5 Hog Hole TOMP 2 
Oct; last TDan 18 Oct. 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 4 TDan 
19 Sep, nocturnal; last StP 10 Oct. 

Palm Warbler: arr StP 4 Sep (JMcG, ph, 
KMcGo, KRo), early; max 29 TDan 24 Sep 
(TA, ID, AJ), high; last MNWR 12 Nov (LK, 
AKr, ST), late. 

Pine Warbler: max 7 Harris Hill PCHEM 10 
Sep; 7 Park Station P CHEM 11 Sep; last MR 
14 Oct. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 1594 T Danby 
4 Oct (ID, MI, BW), high. 

Prairie Warbler: max 2 RHPP 5 Sep; last 
RHPP 18 Sep. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: max 21 
TDan 24 Sep; last SLSP 24 Oct (TL, ph), late. 
Canada Warbler: max 2 Cornell Community 
Garden Plots TOMP 1 Sep; last CU 4 Oct (TL, 
LSe!), nocturnal, late. 

Wilson’s Warbler: max 4 MNWR 4 Sep; last 
SPt 6 Oct. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Grasshopper Sparrow: CU 3 Oct (mob!), 
nocturnal, only report. 

NELSON’S SPARROW (R3): arr CRPd 4 
Oct; max 3 CRPd 11 Oct (JMcG, MSa, AVN), 
high; last CRPd 13 Oct. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr CRPd 19 Oct; max 90 
MNWR 25 Nov. 

Chipping Sparrow: max 38 T Gorham ONTA 
3 Sep; 38 BLNA 21 Sep; last NEI 15 Nov. 
Field Sparrow: max 15 SSP 4 Sep; last 
MNWR 25 Nov (JMcG), late. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 6 BLNA 23 Oct (KRo), 
high; last TDry 4 Nov. 

Savannah Sparrow: max 120 FLNF SENE 15 
Sep; last TDry 23 Nov. 

Fox Sparrow: arr Ludovico Trail SENE 10 
Oct; max 11 TDry 6 Nov; last Cayuga Heights 
26 Nov; 2 T Starkey YATE 26 Nov; 3 TDry 26 
Nov. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr TCar 7 Sep; max 4 
FLNF SENE 3 Oct; last CRPd 4 Nov. 

Swamp Sparrow: max 51 OLI 25 Sep (CW), 
high. 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr BLNA 26 Sep; 
max 13 T Lansing TOMP 4 Oct; last T Covert 
SENE 29 Nov (JS, ph), late. 


Scarlet Tanager: max 6 PW 11 Sep; last SPt 
20-27 Nov (BoMc, AMi), injured, very late. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 50 T Danby 11 
Sep, nocturnal; last Cayuga Heights 11 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: max 4 Mt Pleasant TOMP 1 
Sep; last OLI 5 Oct; MyPt, 5 Oct. 


35 


Dickcissel: arr Elmira 10 Sep; last MR 4 Oct; Purple Finch: max 62 TDan 10 Oct (ID), high. 


CU 4 Oct, nocturnal. Red Crossbill: arr Bear Swamp State Forest 10 
Bobolink: max 210 WG 3 Sep; last 2 MNWR Sep (CW), early; MR 5 Oct (JeB, CW), only 

16 Oct (JMi), late. reports. 

E. Meadowlark: max 35 Tompkins County Com. Redpoll: SPt 28 Nov (JMcG), only 
Airport 6 Oct; last MNWR 12 Nov. report. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr CRPd 15 Sep; max Hile Pine Siskin: max 8 MNWR 29 Oct. 

School Road Wetland TOMP 31 Oct; last SW Evening Grosbeak: arr T Cayuta SCHU 20 

26 Nov (GaCh, AMi, LMob), late. Oct; max 8 T Canandaigua ONTA 29 Oct; last 


Baltimore Oriole: max 4 PW 1 Sep (ST), high; TDry 20 Nov. 
last Finger Lakes Community College ONTA 
12 Sep; MR 12 Sep. 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 


William Kuk 


26 Esther Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903 
ckennykuk @stny.rr.com 


September 2016 was warmer and drier than normal. In fact, September was the 
tenth warmest since 1950. October was about average regarding temperature but 
was wetter than average. November was warmer and drier than average but had 
the second greatest November total snowfall. 

On 10 October at Dorchester Park there were six White-winged Scoters, a 
Surf Scoter, a Long-tailed Duck, and 32 Ruddy Ducks. Hurricane Matthew had 
just gone up the coast and at that time was heading out into the Atlantic. It 
seems likely that these ducks were in landlocked Broome County because of the 
effects of Hurricane Matthew. 

Later in the season 200 Ring-necked Ducks were seen on Long Pond on 21 
November by Mike DeWispelaere during a winter storm. Apparently, they had 
been forced down by strong winds which were gusting to 40 miles per hour. On 
25 October, 11 Common Loons were seen on Canadaroga Lake which was a 
maximum for the Region. 

A Cattle Egret was found on 23 October on the banks of the Chenango 
River in Binghamton, and perhaps the same one was later downstream on 12 
November near the Susquehanna River in Vestal. Another Cattle Egret was seen 
in Chenango County on 25 October on a farm amidst cattle (naturally). Great 
Egrets were also seen in good numbers along the Susquehanna and Chenango 
Rivers mostly in September. However, a few stragglers were seen as late as 16 
November. 

Moving on to raptors, Andy Mason reports that numbers from the Franklin 
Mountain hawk watch were somewhat down again this year. The total count was 
4,688 raptors, which was 10% below the 15-year average of 5,210. However 
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Broad-winged Hawks were 42% above their 15-year averages with 2,060, and 
on 20 September, 1,089 Broad-wings were counted, which was the high daily 
total for the season. The high count for last year was 480 on 15 September. The 
total number of Bald Eagles at 197 was 22% above average. Osprey recorded at 
52 was about the same as last year’s total of 54. Northern Harriers, Red-tailed 
Hawks, Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Cooper’s Hawks were all down significantly 
from their 15-year averages. Golden Eagles were 37% above their average, with 
231 tallied. On 11 November an amazing 57 Golden Eagles were sighted. Last 
year the maximum daily sighting was 26 on both 30 October and 14 November. 

One aspect of the decline noted above at the Franklin Mountain Hawk 
Watch is that the observation hours in 2016 were 26% below the 15-year 
average. However, when the hawks per hour (HPH) statistic is considered, the 
total number of all raptors seen per hour seen is 21% greater than the 15-year 
average of seven HPH (that is seven hawks per hour!). What is odd is that the 
number of Red-tailed Hawks seems to be decreasing, which runs counter to 
most birders’ experiences. In reference to this purported decline of Red-tailed 
Hawks, Andy Mason states: “This continues a trend observed at other ridge sites 
over the past decade and may be a result of this species becoming less migratory 
rather than a population decline. Audubon Christmas Bird Counts in NY State 
show Red-tail counts holding steady over the past 15 years.” 

In Chenango County in the Town of McDonough, Mike Murray reported a 
probable breeding pair of Sandhill Cranes with two colts, and later Mike 
Dewispelaere photographed all four. Residents reported that the birds had been 
there at least three years in season. 

Regarding shorebirds, Dave Nicosia found a Buff-breasted Sandpiper on 6 
September on the Susquehanna River in Endwell. The bird stayed for five days 
and was seen and photographed by many observers. An American Golden- 
Plover was found on 15 September on the Chenango River in Binghamton and 
stayed for roughly a week. On 1 September, Lance Verderame sighted an 
Upland Sandpiper in a Downsville field, and later on 9 October he photographed 
a Red Phalarope from Bridge Street in Downsville. On 23 November, Glenn 
Wilson found and photographed a Herring x Glaucous Gull at Dorchester Park. 
This was a first for our Region and required outside consultation from Dr. Kevin 
McGowan at Cornell. 

A White-eyed Vireo was seen and photographed along the Susquehanna 
River in Endicott on 24 November, making a happy Thanksgiving for some 
birders. Warbler diversity continued to be good, with 27 species recorded. For 
the two preceding years the total number of species was also 27. Marty Borko 
saw a Connecticut Warbler on 9 September at the Carantouan Greenway in 
Tioga County. 

On 28 October, American Tree Sparrows made their first appearance of the 
season at the Carantouan Greenway. A flock of 10 Rusty Blackbirds was 
reported from Upper Lisle Park on 19 October, and there were 17 other scattered 
reports of this declining species. 
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There were 10 reports of Pine Siskins, mostly with small numbers. So far 
this does not appear to be an irruption year. There were two sighting of Evening 
Grosbeaks at feeders in Tioga and Cortland Counties. 

In Broome County, George Chiu recorded 231 species for 2016, which was 
a record for the county. In total on eBird there were 232 species seen in 2016, 
and George recorded 231 of those. Most birds were documented with 
photographs and some with digital recordings and excellent descriptions. George 
also quickly shared his sightings with other birders through RBA texts and e- 
mails. 

In summary, 213 species (209 last year) were reported this season, with 
some interesting rarities for the Region. I also want to acknowledge and thank 
Bill Ostrander who sorted eBird data to identify arrivals, last dates, and high 
counts. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Catherine Barron, Marty Borko, Ted Buhl, Adrian Burke, Kathleen Byers, 
George Chiu, Anne Clark, Sandy Covington, Larry Dake, Delaware-Otsego 
Audubon Soc., Renee DePrato, Robert Dewing, Michael DeWispelaere, Kyle 
Dudgeon, Jessica Ewing, Wayne Fidler, Fred Fries, Nathan Goldberg, Lisa 
Gorn, Bob Grajewski, Derek Green, Becky Gretton, Bob Grosek, Robin 
Hadlock, Barbara Hall, Larry Hall, Linda Hall, Steve Hall, Richard Hendricks, 
Jim Hoteling, Marshall Iliff, Michael Jordan, Logan Kahle, Sara Kinch, Hugh 
Kingery, Gail Kirch, Al Kresock, Bill Kuk, Victor Lamoureaux, Marilyn Leahy, 
Tim Lenz, Art Levy, Randy Lynch, Evan Mann, Andy Mason, JoAnne 
Mattucci, David McCartt, Mike Murray, Naturalists’ Club of Broome County, 
Dave Nicosia, NY eBird, Sandy Olshefski, Ruth Pedersen, Pam Peters, Leslie 
Preston, Bill Purcell, Tom Salo, Julian Shepherd, Jeffrey Smith, Lois Strong, 
Suzanne Summers, Tioga Bird Club, Sarah Toner, Jan Trzeciak, Lance 
Verderame, Linda Vicke, Brad Walker, Dan Watkins, Jon Weeks, Glenn 
Wilson, Colleen Wolpert, Chris Wood, Rich Y ouket. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AqPk — Aquaterra P, BROO; BoPd — Boland Pd, BROO; BUNP — Binghamton 
University Nature Preserve, BROO; CanL — Canadarago L, OTSE; CannR — 
Cannonsville Res, DELA; ChenL — Chenango L, CHEN; DorP — Dorchester P, 
BROO; FMHW - Franklin Mt. Hawkwatch, DELA; GrwP — Greenwood County 
P, BROO; LHNC - Lime Hollow Nature Center, CORT; LPSF — Long Pond SF, 
CHEN; MHL — Michigan Hollow L, TIOG; OtsL — Otsego L, OTSE; SkaL — 
Skaneateles L, CORT; SusR — Susquehanna R, BROO; UL — Upper Lisle, 
BROO; WRRd — West River Rd, Marathon, CORT. 


38 The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


PHOTO GALLERY 
FALL 2016 


Pink-footed Goose, Valley Stream, Nassau, 5 Nov 2016, © Peter Paul. 


The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 39 


Joe 


Ash-throated Flycatcher, Lido Beach, Nassau, 14 Nov 20 6, ‘Stan Furtak. 


Blackburnian Warbler, Seneca Mills, Yates, © Chris Wood. 


40 The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


Two Baltimore Orioles showing diet-related erythrism. Top: Dansville, Monroe, 24 Aug 
2016, © Colleen Green; bottom: Jones Beach West End, Nassau, 12 Sep 2016, © Ken 
Feustel. Laura Kammermeir shared news of the Dansville bird, and Andrea Patterson 
reported several similar birds banded at Braddock Bay Bird Observatory on 27 Aug: 
https://braddockbaybirdobservatory.wordpress.com/2016/08/27/enough-orioles-for-a-baseball-team/ 
Also see “Diet-Induced Plumage Erythrism in Baltimore Orioles as a Result of the 
Spread of Introduced Shrubs” by Jocelyn Hudon, Dan Derbyshire, Seabrooke Leckie, and 
Tom Flinn (2013). The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 125: 88-96. 
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Figure 1 (top): an iPhone photo of the Virginia’s Warbler found among the poinsettias in 
the Lowe’s home improvement store in Glenmont, NY, on December 10, 2016; Figure 2 
(bottom):ventral, side, and dorsal views of the skin of NYSM 19236. See article pp. 2-6. 


42 The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


WHISTLING-DUCKS — VULTURES 
Brant: max 70 FMHW 4 Nov, flyover. 
Cackling Goose: max 3 Goodale L CORT 29 
Oct. 

Mute Swan: SusR 3-26 Nov. 

Canvasback: max 4 UL 6 Nov. 

Redhead: max 2 CanL 25 Oct. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 200 LPSF 21 Nov 
(MD). 

Surf Scoter: DorP 10 Oct, mob; Round Pond 
Smithville CHEN 14 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: max 6 DorP 10 Oct; 
Pepacton Res DELA 30 Oct -5 Nov. 

Black Scoter: UL 26 Oct; SusR 5 Nov; ChenL 
8-28 Nov; SkaL 17 Nov. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr DorP 10 Oct; max 4 
SusR 27 Oct. 

Ruddy Duck: max 32 DorP 10 Oct. 
Red-throated Loon: Pepacton Res DELA 9- 
23 Oct. 

Com. Loon: max 11 CanL 25 Oct. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 2 Pepacton Res 
DELA 27 Nov. 

Least Bittern: Sherburne Railroad Marsh 
CHEN 1 Sep. 

Great Egret: 163 reports, most in Sep; last 16 
Nov SusR. 

Cattle Egret: SusR and Chenango R BROO 
23 Oct -16 Nov; CHEN 25 Oct, farm with 
cattle. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Glimmerglass 
SP OTSE 16 Oct. 

Turkey Vulture: total 465 FMHW, 12% 
above avg. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
FMHW totals cover 22 Aug to 1 Jan; averages 
reflect 2001-2015 data, intro. 
Osprey: total 52 FMHW, 57% below avg. 
Bald Eagle: total 197 FMHW, 22% above avg; 
many other rep; very widespread. 
N. Harrier: total 36 FMHW, 46% below avg. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: total 301 FMHW, 43% 
below avg. 
Cooper's Hawk: total 52 FMHW, 48% below 
avg. 
N. Goshawk: total 7 FMHW, 67% below avg. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: total 22 FMHW, 60% 
below avg. 
Broad-winged Hawk: total 2060 FMHW, 
42% above avg. 
Red-tailed Hawk: total 1132 FMHW, 41% 
below avg; many other rep. 
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Rough-legged Hawk: total 2 FMHW, 75% 
below avg. 

Golden Eagle: total 231 FMHW, 37% above 
avg. 

Sora: UL 7 Oct, photos. 

Com. Gallinule: Sherburne Railroad Marsh 
CHEN 1 Sep; BoPd 3-6 Sep. 

Sandhill Crane: 4 Town of McDonough 
CHEN 21 Aug, photos (MD, MM); 4 Doing 
Rd CHEN 15 Oct. 

Am. Golden-Plover: Chenango R, 
Binghamton BROO 15-22 Sep, photos. 
Upland Sandpiper: Bridge St, Downsville 
DELA 1 Sep (LV). 

Sanderling: Chenango R, Binghamton BROO 
10-11 Sep, photos. 

Buff-Breasted Sandpiper: SusR BROO 6-11 
Sep (DN, ph, mob). 

Red Phalarope: Bridge St, Downsville DELA 
9 Oct, ph (LV). 

Herring x Glaucous Gull (hybrid): DorP 23 
Nov, ph (GW). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Com. Nighthawk: max 43 BUNP 7 Sep; 14 
other scattered rep. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last DELA 25 
Sep. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Lisle P BROO 15 
Sep, ph, audio (GC). 
Am. Kestrel: total 57 FMHW, 42% below avg. 
Merlin: total 33 FMHW, 33% above avg. 
Peregrine Falcon: total 14 FMHW, 14% 
below avg; many rep from Binghamton BROO 
of resident downtown pair. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: arr Arnold Rd BROO 1 Nov. 
White-eyed Vireo: SusR 24-25 Nov (mob, 
ph). 
Horned Lark: max 25 Carantouan Greenway 
TIOG 23 Nov. 
Winter Wren: max 2 Milford SF OTSE 6 Sep; 
max 2 LPSF 25 Oct. 
Veery: max night flight 15 Johnson City 
BROO 12 Sep (DN). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: max night flight 8 
Johnson City BROO 12 Sep (DN). 
Swainson's Thrush: max night flight 56 
Johnson City BROO 12 Sep (DN). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Snow Bunting: max 6 DorP 27 Oct. 
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Connecticut Warbler: Carantouan Greenway 
TIOG 9 Sep (MB). 

Mourning Warbler: LHNC 9 Sep. 

Hooded Warbler: UL 15 Sep. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 2 Glimmerglass SP 
OTSE 12 Sep; Tower Rd, McDonough CHEN 
1 Sep. 


Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 2 Carantouan 
Greenway TIOG 28 Oct. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 5 Stone Quarry, RT 79 
BROO 27 Oct. 

Rusty Blackbird: 10 UL 19 Oct; 17 other rep 
with small numbers. 

Pine Siskin: max 3 CHEN 23 Sep; 11 other 
scattered rep. 

Evening Grosbeak: 6 Virgil CORT 27 Oct; 6 


Tubbs Hill Rd TIOG 29 Oct. 


REGION 5— ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 


Matt Perry 


3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63 @roadrunner.com 


David Wheeler 


20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64 @ aol.com 


The fall 2016 season was generally warmer than average. In Syracuse the 
average temperature for the month was 64.8° F, 2.8° warmer than normal. 
Precipitation for September, which totaled 3.7", matched the historic mean. 
October was a different story. The average temperature for the month was 51.6°, 
which is only a degree higher than normal, but total rainfall in October measured 
7.69", which was a significant 4.25" above average. Much of the month’s 
rainfall, nearly 4", came in a single 24-hour period on 20-21 October. In terms 
of temperature, November was slightly more than a degree above normal and 
rainfall was about an inch below average, but the total snowfall for the month in 
Syracuse was over 25", which was nearly 16" above average. Nearly 19" of 
snow fell on 20-21 November. 

Despite the slightly warmer than average temperatures, by the latter part of 
the period it was clear that winter had arrived early and that was reflected in the 
behavior of birds. At least in much of our Region, many waterfowl species and 
half-hardy songbirds took the hint and departed, thus reminding us that snow 
cover is a much more serious threat to the well-being of birds than low 
temperatures. Even after foraging areas were covered by snow, waterfowl found 
refuge in the Region’s lakes and waterways, which remained largely open. 
Relatively infrequent winds from the “right” direction resulted in few substantial 
waterfowl flights. At Derby Hill on 18 October, Bill Purcell observed a flock of 
260 Brant flying over on south winds, while another 3,000 of them sat out on the 
water, apparently waiting for more favorable winds to usher them to the coast. 
The appearance of a pair of Barnacle Geese, discovered by Thomas and 
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Stephanie Schimidt on an obscure pond in southern Herkimer County, coincided 
with the arrival of a weather front that featured the season’s strongest winds. 
The rare geese had no leg bands and the consensus was that they were most 
likely of wild origin and not escaped exotic fowl. Four previous Regional 
records were all in April and all singles. 

In the latter half of the period it became clear that raptors, particularly 
Cooper’s Hawks and Red-tailed Hawks, appeared to be settling in for the long 
haul and were preying on a plentiful supply of migrant robins and small rodents, 
respectively. Many Northern Harriers lingered long into the period and were 
noted trolling the rural countryside as if migration was the furthest thing from 
their minds. For the most part the Region’s wild food supply was poor and that 
was particularly true in the Adirondacks and the Adirondack foothills. However, 
a more than adequate supply of buckthorn berries and wild grapes in the 
southern half of the Region had the effect of stalling the bulk of the robin 
migration, thus satiating both them and their predators. Piles of distinctive robin 
feathers that had been plucked out by Cooper’s Hawks became a common sight 
in many areas. 

On 8 November, on a noontime visit to Beaver Lake Nature Center, Gregg 
Dashnau counted 12 Greater White-fronted Geese among many Canadas for a 
new Regional maximum. The 19 October report of a single Ross’s Goose on 
Woodman Pond in Madison County was curious since it greatly preceded the 
main portion of the Snow Goose migration. This may reflect origins farther to 
the west than north. Although it was seen without any Snow Geese to compare it 
to, it did share the pond with a Greater White-fronted Goose and a Cackling 
Goose. The occurrence of the Barnacle Goose in southern Herkimer County 
brought a small flood of birders to that poorly covered part of the Region. 
During their forays they found other things of interest including a Greater 
White-fronted Goose and 12 Cackling Geese. At the same pond that hosted the 
Barnacle Geese there were a handful of common shorebirds, all apparently 
remaining late into October. Waterfowl migration was otherwise unexceptional, 
and there were no other rarities confirmed. Flock sizes of both dabbling and 
diving ducks were generally below average, with some species like Gadwall, 
American Wigeon, Northern Pintail, Ring-necked Duck, and Hooded Merganser 
bucking the trend and providing a few respectable high counts. However, scaup 
counts were especially low, and there were few indications of significant staging 
taking place involving them or their allies. On a positive note, all three scoter 
species were found. 

In Old Forge in the Adirondacks, Gary Lee reported that a few of the 
summer season’s Common Loon chicks were lingering at their home ponds as 
late as the first week of November. This is never an advisable tactic in the north 
country. On 12 November, Ken Burdick picked out an American White Pelican, 
first fall record, feeding among Mute Swans at Fair Haven State Park. Burdick 
didn’t have his phone with him and so was unable to alert anyone else to the 
rarity, which didn’t remain long. However, on 30 November the bird had 
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returned to Fair Haven. Apparently in the interim the pelican had been spotted 
up the Lake Ontario coastline in Jefferson County. Earlier in the month on 2 
November, Burdick discovered four Cattle Egrets associating with a group of 
Black Angus cattle in a field near Skaneateles. Unfortunately, the egrets also 
seemed to have places to go and weren’t relocated. More cooperative was a 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron that Thomas McKay found along the Erie Canal 
at Fayetteville. It remained for five days, allowing great views and photo 
opportunities to birders. 

Observers reported little significant fall hawk migration, normal for our 
Region because of the dispersed nature of the event. While Derby Hill had a 
high count of 170 Turkey Vultures on 11 September and seven Sharp-shinned 
Hawks on 1 November, a report from Fayetteville of 55 Broad-winged Hawks 
on 16 September provided the Region’s maximum for that species. Rough- 
legged Hawks simultaneously arrived in three different locations on 28 October 
but were otherwise lightly represented during the period. There was a decent 
spread of shorebird species peppered throughout the Region, although tallies of 
any single species were not great. The turf farm in Chittenango was responsible 
for the Region’s only reports of American Golden-Plover. One lingered as late 
as 26 October. In Cicero, a Hudsonian Godwit was found on 10 October, and the 
same bird (presumably) was rediscovered two weeks later at nearby Ditch Bank 
Road, where it remained until 27 October. Despite miserable visibility on the 
morning of 4 September, Chris Wood managed to identify at least two Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers at the far side of a field at the Sky High Turf Farm. The 
birds were not subsequently relocated. Region 5 owes the brief presence of a 
Red-necked Phalarope at Howland Island on 2 September to a Northern Harrier, 
which, according to Jay McGowan, flushed the rarity across the river from 
Wayne County into Cayuga County. 

At Derby Hill the best jaeger/kittiwake flights took place on 11 September 
and 23 October. The season’s only confirmed Long-tailed Jaeger, a juvenile 
photographed by Bill Purcell, flew over on the former date, while six Parasitic 
Jaegers and three Black-legged Kittiwakes occurred on the latter. At Derby Hill 
on 20 November, winds of 30—40 MPH resulted in a good flight of waterfowl 
and gulls. Black-legged Kittiwake and Little Gull were both seen that day as 
were many of the common gulls. An adult non-breeding Black-headed Gull at 
Oneida Shores County Park on 4 October was a terrific find by Dennis 
Anderson. Anderson reported that the rarity’s red legs and black-tipped red bill 
made it stand out among the group of Ring-billed Gulls it was associating with. 
Unlike most reports of the species, excellent photos were obtained. 

There were few Eastern Screech-Owls reported this season, while reports of 
Great Horned Owls seemed to be on the rise. In Brewerton on 5 September, 
wildlife rehabilitators Jean and Leonard Soprano had to rescue a particularly 
cantankerous Great Horned Owl from the soccer net it became entangled in. 
Fortunately neither the owl nor the rehabilitators were harmed during the 
process and the bird was able to be released. This was only the latest in a string 
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of incidents involving Great Horned Owls and soccer nets that the Sopranos 
have dealt with within a relatively short time period and limited geographic area. 
It seems clear that, in order to protect owls and perhaps other raptors, soccer nets 
should be taken down when not in use or somehow made more visible to the 
birds. The period’s two Snowy Owls were both reported as arriving on 16 
November, one in Chittenango and the other in Sterling. Unfortunately, the 
Chittenango owl was struck by a vehicle and killed. A failing Barred Owl that 
was rescued in Baldwinsville on 1 September was treated for West Nile Virus 
and was later released, marking a relatively rare instance of a bird that was 
successfully treated in time. There were three reports of Northern Saw-whet 
Owls this season. Of those, two were rehabilitation cases. The first one brought 
in from Baldwinsville on 15 October had been accidentally knocked off its perch 
by a child that was climbing the tree. The owl fell to the ground and was 
immediately pounced on by a house cat. An adult intervened just in time to 
extract the bird before the cat could do any serious damage. Happily, the owl 
was able to be released back to the wild after a short convalescence. The other 
case on 15 November in Camden didn’t have such a happy ending. Somehow 
this saw-whet fell into a window well and became trapped. The bird was brought 
to the Soprano’s facility in Pennellville but didn’t survive. 

On 11 October, a very late Common Nighthawk was seen migrating over 
the confluence of the Seneca, Oneida, and Oswego Rivers near Phoenix by 
Gregg Dashnau. Single Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported from two 
expected locations, but none were reported after the third week of September. At 
the Bishop Road Hawkwatch site in the Town of Richland, Bill Purcell counted 
23 American Kestrels flying over on 23 September. The Region’s resident pairs 
of Peregrine Falcon in Syracuse and Utica were both seen through the period. 
By the end of November a new pair of adults, unbanded, had been noticed at 
Oswego Harbor, giving rise to hope they may set up housekeeping in that 
location come spring. 

The season’s first Northern Shrike was found in Erieville and six other 
reports of the species came from around the Region. Gregg Dashnau was 
surprised to find a juvenile White-eyed Vireo in the vicinity of Phoenix on 4 
October. Above average numbers of Philadelphia Vireo were reported, but many 
of the sightings were accompanied by good quality descriptions and/or pictures. 
In one case the reporter heard the warning calls and even the song of an 
individual. This fall, Mickey Scilingo again provided valuable data by keeping a 
running count of the migrant passerines that flew by his Constantia property. His 
daily count ran between 7 September and 7 November. His most impressive 
tallies were of Blue Jays, the bulk of which moved between 15 and 30 
September. The total number migrating during the most active two-week period 
was 8,494. Scilingo’s biggest single day (morning) tally was 2,301 Blue Jays on 
25 September. On that day, 900 flew over between 8:00 and 9:00 AM. In mid- 
September, Jean Soprano implicated West Nile Virus as the cause of the death 
of two American Crows, one from Baldwinsville and one from Brewerton. 
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Although it seemed like a minor irruption of Red-breasted Nuthatches was 
underway during the summer period, this fall there was little evidence that the 
movement strengthened or continued in any appreciable way. Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were more numerous than usual this period. The species was found in 
12 different areas, with the maximum number of four occurring in Mexico, 
nocturnal flyovers, and Phoenix on 22 and 27 September, respectively. In the 
latter location Gregg Dashnau heard the birds calling from the woods along the 
river at 6:30 AM. In the pre-dawn hour on 22 September, Wayne Fidler heard 21 
Swainson’s Thrushes fly over his residence near Mexico. Other observers noted 
that some Swainson’s Thrushes were feeding alongside American Robins on the 
limited amount of black cherries our Region had to offer this fall. The American 
Robin migration was significant and peaked in late October and early 
November. Mickey Scilingo counted 1,059 flying by Constantia on 4 
November. There were persistent reports of high numbers of robins lingering in 
areas replete with well-laden buckthorn bushes and wild grapes vines. At Spring 
Farm Nature Sanctuary in southern Oneida County, the American Mountain Ash 
trees that normally hold their berries through the first half of winter were 
stripped bare of their fruit in just a few days, all the work of ravenous robins. 

This fall’s warbler migration could be characterized as an ongoing trickle 
that featured a barely discernable peak in mid-September. Insignificant high 
counts were the rule for most species. At best reckoning, there were only 10-12 
Blackburnian Warblers reported for the entire period and less than 20 Black- 
and-white Warblers. On the positive side, the supply of Tennessee Warblers 
migrating through the Region has been on the increase in recent years, and that 
trend continued this period, with maximum numbers of 10 and 8 reported. 
Wilson’s Warbler enjoyed a slight rebound, with a maximum number of four 
reported in the vicinity of Sandy Pond on 2 September. Singles and groups of 
two were found in several other locations. 

Eastern Towhee reports were relatively numerous and widespread, and 
some good numbers were tallied. A maximum of nine was counted at Three 
Rivers WMA in Lysander on 3 October. Vesper Sparrows have been declining 
as a breeding species in the Region, but this fall single migrants were found at 
seven locations. It’s safe to say the Region is overdue for an invasion of winter 
finches, but it quickly became apparent this season wasn’t going to be it. Purple 
Finch numbers were quite good, and the species persisted through the period, 
peaking at the end of October. There were very few reports of Pine Siskins. A 
maximum number of 15 flew over Spring Farm Nature Sanctuary on 5 
November. Reportedly, that flock was headed south. At the same location large 
flocks of American Goldfinch persisted through the first week of October. 
Wayne Fidler tallied 1160 of them passing Derby Hill on the morning of 4 
October. On Halloween, Joe Sutherland had a leusistic goldfinch visit his bird 
feeder. Some Evening Grosbeaks did arrive in the Region and were enjoyed by 
birders before moving on. 
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A total of 243 species and three hybrids was reported for the season, which 
is nine more than the recent 10-year average of 235. Highlights included: 
Greater White-fronted Goose, Ross’s Goose, BARNACLE GOOSE, American 
White Pelican, Cattle Egret, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Golden Eagle, 
Hudsonian Godwit, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Red-necked Phalarope, Red 
Phalarope, Parasitic Jaeger, Long-tailed Jaeger, Black-legged Kittiwake, 
BLACK-HEADED GULL, Little Gull, Snowy Owl, White-eyed Vireo, and 
Orange-crowned Warbler. 

Swan Hummingbird v4.02 was used to process 36,165 eBird records from 
241 contributors. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Maryanne Adams, Ginny Alfano, Andrew & JoAnn Anderson (AJA), Dennis 
Anderson (DA), Jeff Baldani, Brenda Best, Sue Boettger, Phillip Bonn, Carla 
Bregman, Joseph Brin, Ken Burdick (KB), Andrea Burke, Bernie Carr, Gerald 
Case, David Cesari, Richard Cohen, Karl Curtis, Jim D’Angelo, Abby Darrah, 
Gregg Dashnau, Rose DeNeve, Jane Fagerland, Wayne Fidler, Robert Fisk, Bill 
Gruenbaum, John Haas, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Terri Holland, Gene 
Huggins, Suzanne James, Tim Johnston, Joshua LaCelle, Gary Lee, Jason 
Luscier (JLu), Mark Magistro (MMa), Mary Magistro, Susan March, Kevin 
McGann, Jay McGowan (JM), Thomas McKay, Gary Meyers, David Nash, 
Kevin Pace, Matt Perry, Scott Peterson, Bill Purcell, Paul Richardson, Ken 
Rosenberg, Margaret Rusk, Linda Salter, Deb Saltis, Livia Santana, Stephanie & 
Thomas Schmidt (STS), Mickey Scilingo, Tony Shrimpton, Jean Soprano, Chris 
Spagnoli, Jim Tarolli (JT), Judy Thurber (JTh), Matt Voelker, Drew Weber 
(DWe), David Wheeler (DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams HI, Chris 
Wood, Judy Wright. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Adks — Adirondacks (n. HERK); BLNC — Beaver Lake Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville; BRH — Bishop Road Hawk Watch, T Richland; Bville — 
Baldwinsville; CM — Clay Marsh, Clay; Const — Oneida L at Constantia; DB — 
Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH — Derby Hill, T Mexico; DL — 
Delta L; Dolge — Dolgeville, HERK; FH — Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and 
vicinity; GB — Great Bear Rec Area, Fulton; GLSP — Green Lakes SP, 
Fayetteville; GSC — Great Swamp Conservancy, n. MADI; Hast — Hastings; HI 
— Howland I WMA; MNWR east — Montezuma NWR, CAYU; MRW — 
McKoons Road Wetland, Youngs Crossing, s. HERK; OF — Old Forge, HERK; 
OLC — Onondaga L Creekwalk; OneiL — Oneida L; OnonL — Onondaga L; 
OswH — Oswego Harbor; SBP — Sunset Bay P, Scriba, SFNS — Spring Farm 
Nature Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH — Southern Highlands of ONON & MADI; 
SHTF — Sky High Turf Farm, Chittenango, MADI; Skan — Skaneateles; SNC — 
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Sterling Nature Center, Sterling; SSSP — Selkirk Shores SP; SVB — Sylvan & 
Verona Beach; Syr — Syracuse; TR — Three Rivers WMA, Lysander; WP — 


Woodman Pd, Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: WP 7 — 25 
Oct; max 12 BLNS 8 — 16 Nov (JB, GD), new 
Reg max, singles several other locs. 

Snow Goose: arr Tully 24 Sep, early; TR 25 
Sep; max 500 Fulton 22 Oct. 

Ross’s Goose: WP 19 — 23 Oct. 

Brant: arr 27 FH 9 Oct; max 3260 DH 18 Oct; 
last 2 OsH 11 Nov. 

BARNACLE GOOSE: 2 Litchfield, HERK 24 
— 29 Oct (STS!, mob, ph), unbanded, presumed 
wild, 5th Reg rec, first for fall season; intro. 
Cackling Goose: arr Verona 26 Sep; max 12 
Litchfield, HERK 28 Oct (DWe); max 12 WP 4 
Nov (STS); many reports of singles. 

Canada Goose: max 5000 WP 19 — 23 Oct. 
Snow Goose X Canada Goose: WP 5 Oct. 
Mute Swan: max 46 FH 2 Nov. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 8 MNWR east 8 Oct; 5 
FH 19 Oct. last 2 Palermo, OSWE 14 Nov. 
Tundra Swan: arr 7 Cleveland 16 Nov; 10 
Const 18 Nov; max 35 OneiL 25 Novy; only 
reports. 

Wood Duck: 48 LD 1 Sep; max 85 HI 17 Sep. 
Gadwall: arr 3 WP 24 Sep; 20 WP 25 Oct; max 
75 SP 3 Nov; 37 FH 23 Nov. 

Am. Wigeon: 75 WP 25 Oct; max 128 FH 23 
Nov. 

Am. Black Duck: 59 FH 17 Oct; 32 WP 19 
Nov; max 106 DH 22 Oct. 

Mallard: max 415 FH 23 Nov. 

Am. Wigeon X Mallard: Phoenix 9 Oct (GD). 
Blue-winged Teal: max 34 DL 1 Sep; 26 WP 
24 Sep; 19 UM 9 Oct; last WP 30 Oct; 
relatively poor numbers. 

N. Shoveler: max 20 MNWR east 22 Oct; 8 
GSC 6 Nov; singles and small numbers at 7 
other locs. 

N. Pintail: max 195 FH 14 Oct; 45 DH 22 Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: 30 HI 17 Sep; max 68 FH 
4 Oct; 63 WP 29 Oct. 

Canvasback: FH 29 Oct — 5 Nov, only report. 
Redhead: max 21 FH 11 Oct; 15 OnonL 25 
Nov; few reports and small numbers. 
Ring-necked Duck: 241 Eaton, MADI 2 Nov; 
max 727 Const 4 Nov. 

Greater Scaup: max 34 FH 5 Nov; 12 Fulton 
15 Nov. 

Lesser Scaup: arr 2 Hinckley Reservoir 15 
Sep; max 56 SP 2 Nov; 28 FH 5 Noy; relatively 
low numbers. 
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Surf Scoter: arr 6 FH 14 Oct; max 28 DH 23 
Oct; 17 Oswego 29 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: arr 2 West Eaton 13 
Oct; max 60 DH 23 Oct; 28 SBP 23 Nov. 
Black Scoter: arr 6 FH 19 Oct; max 20 DH 23 
Oct; 18 SBP 23 Nov. 

Surf/Black Scoter: max 100 SP 7 Nov; 20 
OswH 30 Nov. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr 2 FH 9 Oct; max 200 
DH 11 Nov; 19 FH 23 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr 2 WP 20 Oct; 30 SP 4 Nov; 
max 51 FH 17 Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr 2 DH 23 Oct; 15 FH 23 
Nov; max 25 Mexico 24 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: 95 Warren, HERK 25 
Nov; max 102 BLNC 28 Nov. 

Com. Merganser: max 250 OneiL 13 Oct; 71 
BLNC 20 Nov. 

Red-breasted Merganser: 200 SNC 2 Nov; 
160 DH 2 Nov; max 250 FH 25, 30 Nov. 
Ruddy Duck: arr 2 Syr 29 Sep & BLNC 29 
Sep; max 25 WP 19 Nov. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: 4 SHTF 11 Sep; max 6 
SP 17 Sep, 5 Oct. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 4 SFNS 2 Oct; 3 
Waterville 16 Nov. 

Wild Turkey: 32 Litchfield 28 Oct; max 35 
DB 23 Nov; relatively small flock sizes. 
Red-throated Loon: arr DH 9 Oct; max 5 FH 
25 Nov; 3 OnonL 25 Nov. 

Com. Loon: 8 Little Moose Lake, Adks 4 Sep; 
max 45 DH 23 Oct; 13 Const 6 Nov. 
Pied-billed Grebe: 6 Weaver Lake, HERK 9 
Sep; max 14 FH 28 Sep. 

Horned Grebe: arr WP 27 Sep; max 54 FH 23 
Nov; 20 Mexico 30 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: arr DH 23 Oct; 3 FH 23 
Nov; max 4 OnonL 25 Nov; six other locs. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 1079 OswH 
30 Sep; 526 TR 9 Oct. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R5): FH 12, 28, 30 
Nov (KB, SP, AJA, GD), of approx 18 Reg rec, 
1“ for fall season; intro. 

Am. Bittern: HI 17 Sep; SP 2 Oct; SFNS 4-8 
Oct; Fairfield 20 Oct; only reports. 

Great Blue Heron: max 14 DL 8 Oct; 14 
Phoenix 9 Oct. 

Great Egret: max 21 GSC 13 Sep; 5 OLC 23 
Sep; 9 DL 8 Oct; last Port Byron 22 Oct. 
Cattle Egret: 4 Skan 2 Nov (KB). Several 
dozen prior Reg rec, intro. 
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Green Heron: 4 WP 4 Sep; max 5 Volney 5 
Sep; 4 Eaton, MADI 8 Sep; last FH 9 Oct. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 2 OnonL 
21 —27 Sep; last OLC 16 Oct; singles 3 other 
locs. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Fayetteville 15 
— 19 Sep (TM, mob, ph), 6th Reg rec, first for 
fall season; intro. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Turkey Vulture: max 170 DH 11 Sep; 80 
Lenox 17 Sep. 
Osprey: max 5 DH 11 Sep; 4 BRH 23 Sep. 
Bald Eagle: 5 Pulaski 21 Sep; max 7 DH 22 
Oct. 
N. Harrier: 2 BRH 15, 23 Sep, 23 Oct; 2 CM 
27 Sep, 3 Oct; 2 TR 9 Oct; 2 SFNS 4 Nov; 
widespread reports. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 7 BRH 23 Sep, 7 
DH 1 Nov; 5 Const 26 Sep; 4 SFNS 29 Sep; 4 
DH 19 Nov. 
Cooper's Hawk: max 3 BRH 23 Sep & Const 
24 Sep & DH 1 Nov. 
N. Goshawk: DH 1 Nov; SH 8- 13 (LS); SH 
19 Nov; Pulaski 24 Nov; Verona 30 Nov. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: max 2 New Haven 5 
Sep; WP 22, 24 Sep; SFNS 6 Oct; OnonL 8 
Nov; singles at 7 other locs. 
Broad-winged Hawk: 20 BRH 15 Sep; max 55 
Fayetteville 16 Sep; last Elbridge 5 Oct; 
relatively few reports. 
Red-tailed Hawk: Chittenango 20 Sep (JS), 
West Nile Virus; 9 BRH 23 Sep; max 54 DH 18 
Oct. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr Litchfield 28 Oct & 
DB 28 Oct, DeWitt 28 Oct; singles 8 other locs. 
Golden Eagle: arr Litchfield, HERK 30 Oct; 
Kirkland 30 Oct; Cazenovia 2 Nov; Rome 2 
Nov; only reports. 


Virginia Rail: Volney 5 Sep; HI 16 — 17 Sep; 
only reports. 

Sora: Volney 16 Sep, only report. 

Com. Gallinule: 4 Volney 14 Sep; max 5 
MNWR east 17 Sep; last OLC 25 Sept; singles 
at 3 other locs. 

Am. Coot: max 40 SP 29 Oct; 17 FH 31 Oct. 
Sandhill Crane: max 5 MNWR east 22 Oct; 4 
DB 28 Oct; 3 Bville 3 Nov; 2 Palermo 1-15 
Sep; 2 DB and vicinity various dates Oct - Nov. 
Black-bellied Plover: 3 FH 23 Sep, 17 Oct; 
max 4 MNWR east 22 Oct; 2 SHTF 26 Oct; last 
FH 2 Nov; 6 other locs. 

Am. Golden-Plover: max 9 SHTF 19 Sep; last 
SHTF 26 Oct; all reports from same loc. 
Semipalmated Plover: 2 Otisco Lake 12 Sep; 
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max 3 Fayetteville 16 Sep; last TR 9 Oct; low 
numbers. 

Killdeer: max 200 SHTF 4 Sep; 80 Waterville 
29 Sep; last DB 25 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: 2 DL 1 Sep; max 3 FH 14 
Oct; last FH 24 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: max 3 Eaton 7 — 8 Sep; 
last WP 16 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: 8 OnonL 18 Oct; max 12 
MNWR east 22 Oct; last Otisco Lake 15 Nov. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: 7 WP 19 Oct; max 24 
MNWR east 22 Oct; last Cicero 10 Nov. 
Hudsonian Godwit: DB 26 — 27 Oct (GC, 
mob, ph); Cicero 8 — 10 Nov, likely same bird. 
Ruddy Turnstone: FH 23 — 28 Sep, only 
report. 

Stilt Sandpiper: HI 2 Sep, only report. 
Sanderling: max 18 SP 2 Sep; 16 FH 17 Sep; 5 
DH 9 Oct; last FH 7 Nov. 

Dunlin: max 29 FH 17 Oct; 3 SP 3 — 18 Nov; 
last FH 27 Nov; singles at two other locs. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: New Hartford 16 Sep, 
unusual loc; FH 14 Oct; only reports. 

Least Sandpiper: max 49 DL 1 Sep; 15 TR 12 
Sep; 9 Madison 13 Sep; last Litchfield 27 Oct. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: SHTF 9 — 10 Sep; 
2 DB 30 Oct; only locs. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 2 SHTF 4 Sep, 
intro. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 3 SHTF 18 Sep; max 8 
MNWR east 22 Oct; 5 DB27 Oct; last 3 DB 31 
Oct. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 13 SP 1 Sep; 7 
TR 24 Sep; last 2 TR 7 Oct; reports from six 
other locs. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: DL 3 Sep, only 
report. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: 5 Madison 8 Sep 
(RW), only report. 

Wilson's Snipe: 2 Eaton 19 Sep; max 23 
MNWR east 30 Oct; last TR 31 Oct. 

Am. Woodcock: 4 Phoenix 12 Oct; max 5 
MNWR east 29 Oct; last SENS 5 Nov & 
Phoenix 5 Nov. 

Red-necked Phalarope: HI 2 Sep (JM), only 
report. 

Red Phalarope: Madison 6 — 7 Sep (SH, GM, 
mob, ph), Ist MADI rec; DH 22 Oct; only 
reports. 

phalarope species: 4 DH 11 Sep. 

Parasitic Jaeger: arr DH 22 Oct; max 6 DH 23 
Oct; only reports. 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER: DH 11 Sep (BP, 
NYSARC). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: max 3 DH 23 Oct 
(BP, KM, mob); DH 11 Nov; last DH 20 Nov; 
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only reports. 

Bonaparte's Gull: max 350 SVB 17 Sep; 65 
SP 24 Nov. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (R5): ad 
Brewerton 4 Oct (DA!, ph), approx 14th Reg 
rec; intro. 

Little Gull: DH 20 Nov (BP), only report. 
Ring-billed Gull: max 1300 SVB 13 Oct. 
Herring Gull: 252 SB 23 Oct; max 370 DH 20 
Nov. 

Iceland Gull: arr OswH 11 Nov; 2 OswH 30 
Nov; singles at 2 other locs. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: DH 20 Nov (BP, 
WF); SSSP 24 Nov (WF). 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 45 SVB 13 
Oct; 20 SP 7 Nov. 

Caspian Tern: max 7 Phoenix | Sep & DH 11 
Sep; last OnonL 18 Oct (CL), late. 

Com. Tern: max 3 SP 19, 26 Sep; last 2 SVB 8 
Oct; surprisingly few reports. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: 152 Phoenix 5 Oct; 177 Tully 29 
Oct. 
Mourning Dove: 66 Dolge 8 Sep; max 80 
Bville 17 Nov. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: Bridgeport 4 Sep; HI 17 
Sep; CM 25 Sep; last SFNS 5 Oct, late. 
E. Screech-Owl: 2 Marcellus 2 Sep; 2 HI 16 
Sep; singles at 7 other locs. 
Great Horned Owl: 2 Manlius 12 Sep; 2 TR 6 
Oct; 2 Verona 29 Oct; 2 Pompey 13 Nov; 2 
Clinton 28 Nov; 2 Fayetteville 29 Nov; better 
numbers. 
Snowy Owl: Chittenango 16 Nov (JS), vehicle 
strike; Sterling 16 Nov; only reports; intro. 
Barred Owl: Bville 1 Sep (JS), suspected West 
Nile Virus, treated & released; 2 Kirkville 3 
Sep, 1 Oct; max 3 Williamstown 9 Sep. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Bville 15 Oct (JS), rehab 
case; Mexico 29 Oct; OLC 31 Oct; Camden 15 
November (JS), rehab case; only reports; intro. 
Com. Nighthawk: max 3 Phoenix 4 Sep; 2 TR 
12 Sep; last Phoenix 11 Oct, late (GD); singles 
at 4 other locs. 
E. Whip-poor-will: Belgium 12 Sep, only 
report. 
Chimney Swift: max 20 Syr 2 Sep; last HI 17 
Sep. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 4 Inlet 2 
Sep; 3 SFNS 2 — 12 Sep; 3 WP 4 Sep; last 
SFNS 25 Sep. 
Belted Kingfisher: max 6 SP 2 Sep; 5 
Bridgeport 4 Sep. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Bridgeport 4 Sep; 
SBP 20 Sep; only reports. 


52 


Red-bellied Woodpecker: 11 Phoenix 25 Sep; 
max 12 HI 9 Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 3 Waterville 9 
Sep & New Hartford &3 Manlius 28 Sep. 
Downy Woodpecker: max 10 SFNS 21 Sep- 
14 Oct. 

Hairy Woodpecker: max 5 Erieville 22 Sep. 
N. Flicker: max 18 SH 2 Oct. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 4 HI 17 Sep. 

Am. Kestrel: 12 Fairfield 12 Sep; max 23 BRH 
23 Sep. 

Merlin: 2 DeWitt 10 Sep; 2 SP 1 Oct; 2 Utica 
25 Nov. 

Peregrine Falcon: resident prs in Utica and Syr 
thru; pr OswH 30 Nov; singles at 7 other locs. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: DL 1 Sep, only report. 
E. Wood-Pewee: max 6 Phoenix 2 Sep; last 2 
SP 5 Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: SFNS 10 Sep; CM 
SNC 15 Sep; last SFNS 18 Sep; singles at 4 
other locs. 

Alder Flycatcher: 3 Phoenix 9 Sep, only 
report. 

Willow Flycatcher: 2 Phoenix 6 Sep; last 
Phoenix 7 Sep; only reports. 

Alder/Willow Flycatcher: 2 Syr 4 Sep; 2 
Phoenix 16 Sep; last TR 24 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: 2 SFNS 2, 17 Sep; 2 Hast 3 
Sep; last TR 2 Oct. 

E. Phoebe: max 7 HI 17 Sep; last SP 4 Nov. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: 2 TR 2 Sep; 2 
Phoenix 1 —9 Sep; 2 CM 5 Sep; BLNC 19 Sep; 
last CM 21 Sep. 

E. Kingbird: Marcellus 10 Sep, only report. 
N. Shrike: arr Erieville 28 Oct; 6 other reports 
of singles. 

White-eyed Vireo: Phoenix 4 Oct (GD), 
several dozen prior Reg rec. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: 4 Sep; 2 TR 2, 8 Sep; 
2 DH 5 Sep; 2 HI 17 Sep; last Fayetteville 14 
Oct, late. 

Blue-headed Vireo: max 4 HI 17 Sep & CM 
21 Sep & SFNS 5 Oct; last OnonL 19 Oct. 
Warbling Vireo: max 20 WP 4 Sep; 3 n. Syr 4 
Sep; 3 DeWitt 10 Sep; last TR 22 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: 2 SFNS 10 Sep; 2 GB 11 
Sep; 2 South Bay 17 Sep; 2 HI 17 Sep; 2 TR 25 
Sep; last SFNS 3 Oct. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 6 SFNS 7 Sep; last 
Phoenix 4 Oct. 

Blue Jay: 215 Hast 24 Sep; max 2301 Const 25 
Sep (MS!), significant movement at Const, 
intro. 

Am. Crow: Liverpool 15 Sep (JS), West Nile 


The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


Virus; Brewerton 20 Sep (JS), West Nile Virus; 
max 4000 Utica 13 Nov. 

Fish Crow: max OLC 29 Sep; 2 Phoenix 12 
Nov. 

Com. Raven: max 9 Mannsville 3 Nov; 
widespread reports. 

Horned Lark: max 75 Navarino, ONON 20 
Nov; 66 DeRuyter 20 Nov. 

Purple Martin: 3 HI 17 Sep, only report. 

Tree Swallow: max 250 HI 17 Sep; 100 FH 17 
Sep; last 13 FH 31 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 10 HI 17 
Sep; last 6 HI 15 Oct; all reports from same loc. 
Bank Swallow: max & last 4 FH 17 Sep & HI 
17 Sep. 

Barn Swallow: max 21 MRW | Sep; 20 HI 17 
Sep; last WP 26 Sep. 

Cliff Swallow: HI 23 Sep, only report. 
swallow species: 200 FH 17 Sep. 
Black-capped Chickadee: 47 HI 17 Sep; 40 
SH 24 Sep; 30 SFNS 9 Sep — 28 Oct. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 10 SFNS 30 Sep — 28 
Oct & Syr 27 Oct. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: 6 BLNC 7 Sep; max 
8 SH 24 Sep; 6 Const 25 Sep. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: max 15 SFNS 22 
Sep — 14 Oct; 9 SH 24 Sep; 9 HI 9 Oct. 

Brown Creeper: max 5 HI 9 Oct & SFNS 9 
Oct; 3 OLC 25 Oct; 3 BLNC 7 Nov. 

House Wren: 3 Hast 3 Sep; max 4 TR 2-3 
Oct; last Fabius 16 Oct. 

Winter Wren: max 9 HI 9 Oct; 3 SFNS 19 
Oct. 

Marsh Wren: max 16 HI 17 Sep; 2 TR 22 Sep; 
2 SP 2 Oct; HI 15 Oct; last CM 17 Oct. 
Carolina Wren: max 3 Elbridge 5 Oct; most 
reports west of OneiL. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 3 Phoenix | Sep 
& VBSP 3 Sep; last Phoenix 9 Sep. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 50 FH 9 Oct; 
20 SFNS 22 Oct. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr CM 15 Sep; 19 SH 
4 Oct; max 20 SFNS 6 Oct; last OLC 19 Nov. 
E. Bluebird: 12 HI 15 Oct; max 27 Const 4 
Nov; 23 DH 4 Nov. 

Veery: max & last 4 Mexico 22 Sep; few 
reports. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Hast 15 Sep; max 4 
Mexico 22 Sep & Phoenix 27 Sep; 2 FH 5 Oct; 
2 Const 6 Oct; last Kirkville 16 Oct. 
Swainson's Thrush: 3 Hast 15 Sep; max 21 
Mexico 22 Sep (WF), great number; 3 TR 1 
Oct; last SFNS 19 Oct. 

Hermit Thrush: max 31 FH 9 Oct (CW), good 
number; 6 HI 9 Oct; 5 SFNS 18 Oct. 

Wood Thrush: 5 HI 17 Sep; 3 TR 15, 25 Sep; 


The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


last Fulton & Const 3 Oct. 

Am. Robin: 300 SFNS 28 Oct; 1059 Const 4 
Nov; 500 DeWitt 19 Nov. 

Gray Catbird: 20 CM 5 Sep; 20 SFNS 9 — 10 
Sep; max 21 HI 17 Sep; last WP 15 Nov. 

N. Mockingbird: max 7 Hancock Airpark, 
Cicero 27 Sep; no reports east of Oneida Lake. 
Brown Thrasher: 3 TR 21 Sep; max 4 SFNS 
24 Sep; last SFNS 7 Oct. 

European Starling: max 2500 Litchfield, 
HERK 29 Oct; 2000 DeWitt 28 Nov. 

Am. Pipit: max 30 FH 5 Oct, 30 Phoenix 15 
Oct, 30 SHTF 29 Oct. 

Cedar Waxwing: 110 Phoenix 2 Sep; max 125 
SFNS 2 Nov; 119 DH 19 Nov. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: arr MNWR east 22 Oct; 
OswH 29 — 31 Oct; DB 5 — 6 Nov; only reports. 
Snow Bunting: arr FH 11 Oct; max 102 FH 7 
Nov; 60 Kirkville 8 Nov. 

Ovenbird: max 3 GB 11 Sep; last SFNS 28 
Sep. 

N. Waterthrush: Bridgeport 4 Sep; SFNS 9, 
12 Sep; last SFNS 18 Sep. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 2 SFNS 2 Sep; 
VBSP 3 Sep; WP 4 Sep; last Hast 8 Sep. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: Trenton, HERK 15 
Sep, only report. 

Black-and-white Warbler: last WP 17 Oct; 
less than 20 reports of singles. 

Tennessee Warbler: 8 HI 17 Sep; max 10 
Lake Rondaxe, Adks 19 Sep; 4 SFNS 22 Sep; 
last SFNS 7 Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr CM 5 Sep; arr 
Hast 25 Sep; Dolge 27 Sep; TR 1 —3 Oct; last 
Syr 27 Oct. 

Nashville Warbler: 4 HI 17 Sep; 4 SFNS 30 
Sep; max 5 TR 3 Oct; last SH 8 Oct. 
Mourning Warbler: SFNS 23 Sep, only 
report. 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 10 Bridgeport 4 Sep 
& HI 17 Sep; last SP 16 Oct. 

Hooded Warbler: 2 Elbridge 1 Sep; 2 
Williamstown 23 Sep; last FH 26 Sep. 

Am. Redstart: max 4 SH 24 Sep; last Phoenix 
4 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: 4 HI 17 Sep; max 5 SH 
21 Sep; reports from 6 other locs. 

N. Parula: 2 SFNS 15 Sep; last OLC 19 Oct; 
reports from 6 other locs. 

Magnolia Warbler: max 10 Bridgeport 4 Sep; 
8 HI 17 Sep; 7 SH 24 Sep; 7 Phoenix 2 Oct; last 
Mannsville 3 Nov. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: max 4 Bridgeport 4 
Sep & Lake Rondaxe, Adks 19 Sep; 3 SFNS 15 
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Sep; last SFNS 24 Sep. 

Blackburnian Warbler: 2 Bridgeport 4 Sep; 2 
SFNS 10 Sep; last Const 21 Sep; relatively few 
reports. 

Yellow Warbler: 2 Jamesville 6 Sep; max 3 HI 
17 Sep; last FH 17 Oct. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: 2 Dolge 2 Sep; 2 
Waterville 9 Sep; max 3 HI 17 Sep; last 
Phoenix 1 Oct. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 6 Lake Rondaxe, 
Adks 19 Sep; 4 SFNS 1 Oct; last OLC 1 Nov. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 6 Moss 
Lake, Adks 3 Sep; 4 Phoenix 27 Sep; last TR 9 
Oct; generally poor numbers. 

Palm Warbler: 5 SFNS 24 Sep; max 9 TR 2 
Oct; last Kirkville 16 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: 2 TR 5 Sep; 2 Waterville 9 Sep; 
2 Lake Rondaxe, Adks 19 Sep; last Dolge 19 
Oct. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 26 OF 21 Sep; max 
50 Phoenix 2 Oct; 40 HI 15 Oct. 

Prairie Warbler: Waterville 9 Sep, only 
report. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: 8 Bald 
Mountain, Adks 18 Sep; 7 SFNS 30 Sep; last 
OLC 31 Oct. 

Canada Warbler: SFNS 1, 9 Sep; GB 11 Sep; 
only reports. 

Wilson’s Warbler: max 4 SP 2 Sep; 2 Cicero 4 
Sep; 2 Phoenix 16 Sep; 2 HI 17 Sep; last Syr 7 
Oct. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: 5 Fulton 6 Sep; 5 Hast 12 — 26 Sep; 
5 SFNS 19 Sep; max 9 TR 3 Oct; last WP 28 
Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr Port Byron 22 Oct; 12 
DB 23 Nov; max 13 Dolge 21 — 24 Nov. 
Chipping Sparrow: 17 Elbridge 24 Sep; max 
20 BLNC 7 Oct; last SB 23 Nov. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: TR 21 Sep (GD), only 
report. 
Field Sparrow: 6 TR 25 Sep —5 Oct; max 17 
GLSP 10 Sep; last 2 DB 28 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: Litchfield 27 — 29 Oct; DB 
28 Oct; Paris 31 Oct; last DB 5 Nov; singles at 
5 other locs. 
Savannah Sparrow: 4 SHTF 18 Sep; max 8 
Bville 3 Oct; last Sherrill 24 Nov. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 2 DeWitt 10 Sep, only 
report. 
Fox Sparrow: arr 2 CM 10 Oct; 3 SFNS 5 
Nov; max 6 Dolge 25 Nov; 3 Cato 27 Oct; last 
Manlius 26 Nov. 
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Song Sparrow: 55 TR 25 Sep; max 80 HI 15 
Oct. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr DH 8 Sep; 3 SFNS 20 
Sep; max 6 TR 6 Oct; last Tully 24 Oct. 
Swamp Sparrow: 15 TR 25 Sep; max 35 15 
Oct. 

White-throated Sparrow: 85 TR 6 Oct; max 
280 HI 15 Oct (JM). 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr SFNS 23 Sep; 
13 GB 5 Oct; max 15 TR 9 Oct; last Const 22 
Nov. 

Dark-eyed Junco: 75 Fairfield 20 Oct; max 80 
Parish 20 Nov. 

Scarlet Tanager: max 3 SFNS 5 Sep & 
Phoenix 6 Sep & Const 9 Sep & Waterville 9 
Sep; last TR 6 Oct. 

N. Cardinal: 10 HI 17 Sep; max 20 SFNS 21 
Sep. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 5 WP 4 Sep; 3 
SFNS 10 — 30 Sep; last SFNS 5 Oct. 

Indigo Bunting: max 3 SHTF 4 Sep & 
Williamstown 4 Sep, 3 SFNS 20 — 22 Sep & 
NH 5 Sep; last TR 9 Oct. 

Bobolink: 10 SFNS 2, 3, 5, 9 Sep; max 75 
SHTF 4 Sep; 15 TR 16 Sep; last SFNS 5 Oct. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 2500 Pennellville 
18 Sep & SP 2 Oct; 100 DB 28 Oct. 

E. Meadowlark: max 3 DeWitt 10 Sep; 2 
GLSP 24 Sep; last Litchfield 29 Oct; singles at 
4 other locs. 

Rusty Blackbird: 87 HI 9 Oct; 34 TR 9 Oct; 
63 CM 26 Oct; max 305 Phoenix 5 Nov; last 
Cullen, s. HERK 25 Nov. 

Com. Grackle: 5000 Pennellville 22 Oct; 6000 
Litchfield, s. HERK 25 Oct. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 75 Bridgeport 
26 Sep; 50 Fayetteville 27 Nov. 

Baltimore Oriole: 2 Phoenix 2 Sep; 2 OLC 4 
Sep; max 3 HI 17 Sep; last Const 21 Sep. 
blackbird species: max 4500 BLNC 2 Nov. 
Purple Finch: 15 SFNS 7 Sep — 3 Oct; 18 
Dolge 14 — 26 Oct; max 46 Const 21 Oct. 
House Finch: 14 Bville 4 Sep; max 15 
Hamilton 20 Nov. 

Pine Siskin: 5 Dolge 3 Oct; 9 FH 9 Oct; max 
15 SFNS 5 Nov. 

Am. Goldfinch: 60 GLSP 10 Sep; 100 SFNS 
23 Sep — 8 Oct; Cazenovia 31 Oct, leucistic 
individual at feeder; max 1160 DH 4 Nov. 
Evening Grosbeak: arr 12 Dolge 25 Oct; max 
33 Williamstown 30 Oct; 12 SP 31 Oct; 8 
DeRuyter 5 Nov; 8 SH 13 Nov. 

House Sparrow: 40 SFNS 2 Sep; max 100 Syr 
29 Sep. 


The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 
98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@ yahoo.com 


It was another warm fall, with monthly mean temperatures ranging between two 
and five degrees warmer than average. September and November were relatively 
dry, but October was modestly wetter than normal. Widespread dry to drought 
conditions persisted through September, with most bodies of water very low and 
many small ponds and wetlands entirely dry until heavy rain during the third 
week of October filled many ponds. Despite generally dry conditions, water 
levels remained very high on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River all fall, 
leaving relatively little exposed shoreline. 

As seems to be becoming the new norm, Snow Geese were virtually absent 
from Region 6 all fall, and Canada Goose numbers were also low. A single 
Cackling Goose in Watertown on 31 October was the only unusual goose 
reported. Ducks were plentiful, especially at Wilson Hill WMA, where the 
annual Aythya gathering was among the best seen in years, including more than 
5400 Ring-necked Ducks and 2300 Redhead, the latter being about four times 
the typical maximum fall tally at this site. The season’s only Eurasian Wigeon 
was also at Wilson Hill on 20 October. No other rare waterfowl were noted. 

An American White Pelican that wandered around the eastern end of Lake 
Ontario for much of the fall put in a brief appearance on Black River Bay, where 
Wayne Fidler was lucky enough to be the only birder who saw it in Region 6. A 
gathering of Great Egrets at Perch River WMA through early October peaked at 
28 in late September, far more than is usually seen in Jefferson County. 
Conversely, scattered single Great Egrets were in northeastern St. Lawrence 
County, but the large groups seen in this area in past years went unreported. 
Sandhill Cranes continued from the summer at Perch River and Wilson Hill 
WMAs, and two migrants were in a Dekalb cornfield on 22 November. 

Shorebirds were tough to find, as most traditional shorebird spots had either 
too little or too much water. The main exception was Perch River WMA, where 
continuing low water provided habitat for a wide assortment of shorebirds, with 
particularly high counts of both yellowlegs. Rarely seen in Region 6, Long- 
billed Dowitchers were at Perch River on 23 September and 7 October. 
Shorebird numbers remained relatively high at Perch River until mid-October’s 
heavy rains flooded the mudflats on Stone Mills Pool. 

Aerial insectivores were very scarce throughout the fall, perhaps because 
dry conditions resulted in reduced abundance of flying insects. Tree Swallows 
were most conspicuously absent, with only two reports Regionally for the entire 
season and a maximum count of 65 individuals. Comparing Tree Swallow 
numbers between 2015 and 2016 at the Stone Mills Pool at Perch River WMA 
provides a particularly stark contrast. During September of 2015, Tree Swallow 
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counts at this site ranged between 250 and 1000 per day through the entire 
month, but in September 2016 not a single swallow was detected on weekly 
visits to this site. Barn Swallows were similarly scarce Region-wide, and unlike 
many years, Chimney Swifts, Bank Swallows, and Northern Rough-winged 
Swallows all seemed to disappear well before the beginning of the fall reporting 
season. 

As it was during the fall of 2015, the passerine migration was very slow 
with few large movements noted. In fact on many mornings it seemed like 
virtually no birds were moving at all, even when conditions seemed good for 
migration. The main exception was during a few days at the end of September 
and beginning of October, when songbird volume is often the highest. During 
this period a seasonally typical mix of sparrows, warblers, and thrushes was 
widely reported moving in very large numbers. A few species lingered into the 
fall later than is typical, including a Black-throated Green Warbler in Hounsfield 
on 17 October and a Magnolia Warbler at El Dorado on 23 October. 

Although no significant irruption of northern finches had developed by the 
end of the season, a surprising number of such species was detected at least 
once. Modest numbers of Pine Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks were observed 
throughout the season, with the latter species being most numerous in the 
Brasher State Forest. One report each of Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill, White- 
winged Crossbill, and Common Redpoll made for greater finch diversity than 
during many years. Three reports of Bohemian Waxwing from the Brasher area 
rounded out the northern irruptives. 

For the season I received reports of 224 species, one more than last year and 
one fewer than the year before that, so very much an average tally. That this 
year’s species total was not below average was something of a surprise, given 
the many species that typically linger into early September but went unreported 
this season. True rarities certainly didn’t make up the difference; rather the 
continued increase in reports coming from eBirders likely resulted in a higher 
than usual number of detections of species that are regular but in very low 
numbers. Finally, the bird of the season was certainly the American White 
Pelican, but unfortunately only one person saw it in Region 6. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


John Barthelme, Alan Belford, Jeff Bolsinger, Richard & Marion Brouse, Carol 
Cady, Bernie Carr, Jeremy Collison, Benjamin Dixon, Doug & Ann Emlin, 
Wayne Fidler, Steve Kelling, Nick Leone, Brian Miller, Daniel Miller, Cody 
Nichols, Kitty O’Neil, Mandi Roggie, Linnea Rowse, Glenn Seeholzer, Antony 
Shrimpton, Sara Sirsat, Gerry Smith, Taylor Sturm, Jim Throckmorton, Mary 
Beth Warburton, Drew Weber, Eileen & Tom Wheeler, Hollis White. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


AFWMA -— Ashland Flats WMA; BI — Barnhart I, T Massena; BRB — Black 
River Bay; CCSP — Coles Creek SP; CV — T Cape Vincent; ED — El Dorado 
Shores Preserve, T Ellisburg; FD — Fort Drum Military Installation; ICNC — 
Indian Creek Nature Center, T Canton; KC — Kelsey Creek, T Watertown; 
LWMA -— Lakeview WMA; MP — Montario Pt, T Ellisburg, JEFF; RMSP — 
Robert Moses SP, T Massena; PilPt — Pillar Pt, JEFF; PRGC — Partridge Run 
Golf Course trail, T Canton; PRWMA — Perch River WMA; PtPen — Point 
Peninsula, JEFF; SLR — St. Lawrence River; StPt — Stony Pt, T Henderson, 
JEFF; ULLWMA — Upper and Lower Lakes WMA, T Canton; WBSP — 
Westcott Beach SP; WHWMA — Wilson Hill WMA; WISP — Wellesley I SP; 


WP — Whalen P, T Louisville. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 50 T Colton 25 Sep; 5 rep of 
1-2 ind each; virtually no movement thru. 
Brant: arr MP 23 Oct; max 100 RMSP 10 Nov; 
few reports. 
Cackling Goose: T Watertown 31 Oct (BM), 
only report. 
Canada Goose: fewer than usual. 
Mute Swan: max 34 T Clayton 7 Nov. 
Trumpeter Swan: SLR T Ogdensburg 2 Sep; 5 
Dexter Marsh 17 Oct; only reports away from 
nesting sites at PRWMA & ULLWMA. 
Tundra Swan: arr BRB by 23 Oct; max 193 
BRB 25 Nov. 
Wood Duck: max 60 PRWMA 9 Sep. 
Gadwall: max 180 PRWMA 23 Oct. 
Eurasian Wigeon: WHWMA 20 Oct (JB), 
only report. 
Am. Wigeon: max 740 WHWMA 29 Oct. 
Am. Black Duck: max 95 MP 11 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 120 ULLWMA 9 Oct. 
N. Shoveler: max 15 PRWMA 17 Nov. 
N. Pintail: max 56 WHWMA 29-30 Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: max WP 24 Sep. 
Canvasback: WHWMA 20 Oct, only report. 
Redhead: max 2340 WHWMA 20 Oct (JB), 
high. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 5470 WHWMA 20 
Oct (JB). 
Greater Scaup: arr & max 300 CV 1 Oct. 
Lesser Scaup: max 200 WHWMA 10 Oct. 
Surf Scoter: 11 rep 15 Oct - 19 Nov; max 23 
MP 23 Oct. 
White-winged Scoter: arr 14 Oct; max 40 
WBSP 17 Nov. 
Black Scoter: 17 rep 22 Oct - 27 Nov; max 26 
WBSP 19 Nov. 
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Long-tailed Duck: arr PtPen 22 Oct; max 250 
MP 26 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr Lake Ozonia 2 Oct; max 65 
PtPen 19 Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr ULLWMA 25 Oct; max 
112 BRB 27 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: max 76 T Hounsefield 10 
Nov. 

Com. Merganser: max 101 CCSP 15 Oct. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 400 Guffin 
Bay 27 Nov (DW). 

Ruddy Duck: 7 rep; max 6 PRWMA 17 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: max 8 BRB 26 Nov (NL). 
Com. Loon: max 108 BRB 3 Nov (NL). 
Pied-billed Grebe: max 83 ULLWMA 9 Oct 
(JB). 

Horned Grebe: max 24 PtPen 28 Oct. 
Red-necked Grebe: 16 rep 14 Oct thru; max 7 
CCSP 14 Oct (BD). 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 340 CCSP 
24 Sep. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN: BRB 28 Nov (WF, 
photos! ). 

Am. Bittern: 3 rep; last 3 ICNC 2 Oct. 

Great Egret: max 28 PRWMA 23 Sep (JB), 
high for JEFF. 

Green Heron: last ICNC 2 Oct. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 7 PRWMA 
28 Sep; last ICNC 2 Oct. 

Turkey Vulture: max 140 T Canton 12 Sep; 
last T Leray 4 Nov. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: last T Chaumont 15 Oct. 
N. Harrier: fewer than usual after Sep. 
N. Goshawk: T Potsdam 14 Nov, only report. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: last T Colton 13 
October. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: max & last 6 PtPen 24 
Sep. 

Rough-legged Hawk: arr PtPen 17 Oct. 
Golden Eagle: T Canton 30 Oct (TW), only 
report. 

Virginia Rail: no reports. 

Sora: no reports. 

Com. Gallinule: last PRWMA 28 Sep. 

Am. Coot: singles 14 & 17 Sep PRWMA, only 
reports. 

Sandhill Crane: PRWMA thru 28 Sep (mob); 
3 WHWMA thru 14 Oct (BD, TW); last 2 T 
Dekalb 22 Nov (JB). 

Black-bellied Plover: max 13 PtPen 14 Oct. 
Am. Golden-Plover: 2 PRWMA 16 Sep (JB); 
WHWMaA 24 Sep (JB); only reports. 
Semipalmated Plover: max 15 PRWMA 2 
Sep. 

Killdeer: max 22 PRWMA 2 Sep. 

Spotted Sandpiper: only 4 reports; max & last 
4 ED 5 Sep. 

Solitary Sandpiper: 5 reports 1-3/day at 
swamp on private property T Canton thru 2 Oct; 
2 sites FD only other reports; unusually scarce. 
Greater Yellowlegs: max 61 PRWMA 7 Oct 
(JB). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 71 PRWMA 23 Sep 
(JB). 

Whimbrel: ED 5-6 Sep (AS, RB), only reports. 
Ruddy Turnstone: 3 LWMA 16 Oct; BI 30 
Oct; only reports. 

Stilt Sandpiper: 3 PRWMA 4 Sep (SK), only 
report. 

Sanderling: max 25 StPt 4 Sep. 

Dunlin: max 10 WHWMA 15 Oct. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: 4 rep 2 - 16 Sep PRWMA, 
where max 3 on 9 Sep (JB, SK); ED 2 Sep (JB). 
Least Sandpiper: max 22 PRWMA 2 Sep; last 
PilPt 4 Nov (NL), late. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 19 PRWMA 23 Sep 
& 10 Oct. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 15 PRWMA 4 
Sep. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 PRWMA 23 Sep, 
only report. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: 2 PRWMA 23 Sep 
(JB); PRWMA 7 Oct (JB); rare Region 6. 
Wilson’s Snipe: 2 rep of 4 ind; extremely low. 
Am. Woodcock: scarcely reported by birders 
but encountered by hunters through mid Nov at 
least. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 199 PtPen 23 Oct. 
Little Gull: PtPen 22 Oct (NL), only report. 
Iceland Gull: arr BI 30 Oct (JB, BD); 3 rep W 
JEFF, where max 2 Guffin Bay 27 Nov (DW). 
Herring Gull: max 350 BI 30 Oct. 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull: BI 30 Oct (JB, 
BD); Guffin Bay 27 Nov. 

Glaucous Gull: BRB 27 Nov (WF), only 
report. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 30 BI 30 Oct. 
Caspian Tern: last WHWMA 24 Sep. 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: FD 1 Sep, only report. 
E. Screech-Owl: T Lyme 23 Sep; WISP 3 Oct; 
only reports. 

Snowy Owl: arr PtPen & T Brownville 25 Nov 
(WF); 3 other rep late Nov. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 3 rep 23 Sep - 17 Oct. 

Com. Nighthawk: last CV 8 Oct (DM), late; no 
other reports after 6 Sep. 

E. Whip-poor-will: T Croghan 4 & 5 Sep; only 
reports. 

Chimney Swift: no reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last CV 26 
Sep. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 18 FD 6 Sep, 
where breeders apparently departed by mid- 
September; KC 23 Sep, only report away from 
FD. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: last KC 7 Oct. 

Am. Kestrel: nearly absent except for W JEFF 
after Oct. 

Merlin: about 25 rep from throughout Region. 
Peregrine Falcon: PRWMA 2 & 28 Sep; T 
Watertown 6 Oct; WHWMA 10 Oct; FD 18 
Oct; ULLWMA 25 Oct; only reports away from 
Massena nest site where present thru. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Five Ponds 
Wilderness 3 Sep; FD 8 Sep; only reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: last T Watertown 21 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: FD 19 Sep, only 
report. 

Willow Flycatcher: last FD 15 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: last FD 15 Sep. 

E. Phoebe: last FD 2 Nov. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: last FD 23 Sep. 
E. Kingbird: last FD 6 Sep. 

N. Shrike: arr ICNC 29 Oct. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: last T Croghan 10 
Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: last T Lowville 16 Oct. 
Warbling Vireo: last ICNC 25 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: 9 rep of 12 ind 4 - 25 Sep. 
Red-eyed Vireo: last KC 4 Oct. 

Horned Lark: max 30 T Hounsfield 22 Nov. 
Tree Swallow: only 2 rep; max & last 65 
LWMA 16 Sep; shockingly scarce. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: no reports. 
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Barn Swallow: only 5 rep; max & last 30 
LWMA 16 Sep. 

House Wren: last T Canton 7 Oct. 

Winter Wren: 3 rep JEFF last week Nov, more 
than usual for so late. 

Marsh Wren: last FD 15 Sep. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 23 Low’s 
Ridge-Upper Dam trail 1 Oct. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: max 16 FD 6 Nov. 
E. Bluebird: max 12 T Canton 29 Sep. 

Veery: last T Canton 18 Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: 4 rep; max 2 ICNC 25 
Sep. 

Swainson’s Thrush: last RMSP 9 Oct. 
Hermit Thrush: last FD 18 Nov. 

Wood Thrush: last T Croghan 10 Sep. 

Am.n Robin: max 170 ULLWMA 29 Oct. 
Gray Catbird: last FD 7 Oct. 

Brown Thrasher: last KC 28 Sep. 

N. Mockingbird: T Hounsfield 28 Sep, only 
report. 

Am. Pipit: max 24 PRWMA 12 Oct; 9 
additional reports 1-3; low. 

Bohemian Waxwing: 275 Brasher SF 15 Nov 
(HW); 2 singles from same area; only reports. 
Cedar Waxwing: max 67 T Watertown 8 Nov. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: PtPen 22 Nov, only report. 
Snow Bunting: arr PtPen 23 Oct. 

Ovenbird: last KC 4 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: last ICNC 17 Sep. 
Golden-winged Warbler: last T Hammond 1 
Sep. 

Blue-winged Warbler: last FD 19 Sep (JB), 
late. 

Black-and-white Warbler: last CV 21 Sep. 
Tennessee Warbler: last CV 5 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: 5 rep of 7 
individuals 17 Sep - 11 Oct. 

Nashville Warbler: last 3 FD 7 Oct. 
Mourning Warbler: FD 12 Sep (JB), only 
report. 

Com. Yellowthroat: last ULLWMA 28 Oct 
(JB), late. 

Am. Redstart: last FD 20 Sep. 

Cape May Warbler: last FD 19 Sep. 

N. Parula: last T Croghan 3 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: last ED 23 Oct (JB, ph!), 
late. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: last ICNC 25 Sep. 
Blackburnian Warbler: last T Lyme 24 Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: last T Lyme 24 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last FD 23 Sep. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last FD 6 Oct. 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler: last T Clayton 
26 Sep. 

Palm Warbler: max & last 9 FD 7 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: last T Lyme 24 Sep. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 210 FD 7 Oct; 
last PRGC 5 Nov. 

Prairie Warbler: last T Clayton 4 Sep. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last T 
Hounsfield 17 Oct (AB), late. 

Canada Warbler: last T Canton 23 Sep. 
Wilson’s Warbler: last KC 30 Sep. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: last T Watertown 19 Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr ED 23 Oct. 
Chipping Sparrow: last 4 PRGC 5 Nov. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: FD 6 Sep, only report. 
Field Sparrow: last PtPen 28 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: last FD 1 Nov. 
Savannah Sparrow: last T Croghan 19 Oct. 
Fox Sparrow: arr FD 11 Oct; max 12 FD 27 
Oct; last T Canton 26 Nov. 
Song Sparrow: no reports after 8 Nov. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: 6 rep 15 Sep - 14 Oct; 
max 5 FD 7 Oct. 
Swamp Sparrow: last 2 T Potsdam 7 Nov. 
White-throated Sparrow: max 85 FD 11 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr FD 23 Sep; last 
T Croghan 19 Oct. 
Dark-eyed Junco: max 250 T Lowville 16 Oct. 
Scarlet Tanager: last KC 28 Sep. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last ICNC 6 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: last FD 22 Sep. 
Bobolink: last 2 heard over ICNC 17 Sep. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 3500 ULLWMA 
16 Oct. 
E. Meadowlark: last PilPt 4 Nov. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr FD 15 Sep; max 225 
PRWMA 17 Oct; last ICNC 16 Nov. 
Com. Grackle: max 1200 AFWMA 15 Oct. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: PtPen 24 Sep, only 
report! 
Baltimore Oriole: last T Croghan 9 Sep. 
Pine Grosbeak: 2 T Colton 27 Nov (KO), only 
report. 
Purple Finch: scarce after mid-November. 
Red Crossbill: FD 2 Nov (JB), only report. 
White-winged Crossbill: CCSP 24 Sep (JB), 
only report. 
Com. Redpoll: PRGC 5 Nov (JB), only report. 
Pine Siskin: modest flight mostly Oct; max 30 
LWMaA 16 Oct, remaining reports all single 
digits. 
Evening Grosbeak: up to 32/day Brasher SF 
18 Nov thru; 10 scattered reports 1-5 migrating. 
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REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. Region 7 reports will resume with the Spring 2017 
season. 


REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 


Tom Williams 
153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd @ fastmail.fm 


September 2016 was warm and dry in Region 8. The continuation of less than 
normal precipitation led to designations of “abnormally dry” or “moderate 
drought” for the area. Albany was 4.2° F above normal, and total monthly 
precipitation was a paltry 2.18", only two-thirds of normal. October averaged 
2.7° above average, with a rainfall deficit of 0.78". The first area-wide snowfall 
occurred on 27 October. Drought conditions worsened to “moderate” or 
“severe” throughout the eleven county Region by the end of the month. 
November was a more typical month, with average temperatures slightly above 
normal, and precipitation at Albany just below normal. Drought conditions 
remained unchanged from October. 

Two observations of Greater White-fronted Goose were reported in 
November 2016, both by Lindsey Duval. The first was at Riley Cove on 
Saratoga Lake on 4 November. The second occurred at Hudson Crossing Park 
on 24 November. 

Bill Cook related a very interesting rarity from Columbia County that was 
present from 26-30 November: “An Eared Grebe spent several days at the end of 
the month on Copake Lake. It was originally misidentified by all observers, 
including myself, as a Horned Grebe simply because no one considered anything 
else. The winter plumages of Horned and Eared grebes are similar and the 
western species had never been encountered in Columbia County before. 
Fortunately, Leigh McBride took a picture of it and posted it on eBird. The ever- 
watchful and sharp-eyed Andrew Guthrie saw the picture and identified the bird. 
The subtle differences noted were the narrow, sharp, slightly upturned bill, the 
black cap extending below the eye and the fact that the bird floated higher in the 
water than a Horned Grebe.” 

An immature Sandhill Crane was spotted feeding in the soybean fields 
along Staats Island Rd. in Schodack, Rensselaer County on 7-8 November. This 
Species continues to be observed with increasing frequency in Region 8, with at 
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least one sighting in eight of the first eleven months this year. Are there already 
breeding pairs present in the area? 

The Ruddy Turnstone found by Liz Curley on 31 August continued the 
following day, allowing four more observers an opportunity to study this 
Regional rarity. 

Short-eared Owls were plentiful at the Washington County Grasslands in 
Fort Edward beginning in mid-November. By late in the month, as many as 
twenty individuals were being reported on some evenings. Unfortunately, some 
observers wanted to get too close to the birds, and NYS DEC stepped in, closing 
some areas to all foot traffic and putting personnel on the ground to monitor the 
situation. 

Evening Grosbeak reports were scattered across the Region from mid- 
October through mid-November, but mostly of one to three birds. No northern 
“finch” irruption was detected by the end of November, with no redpolls, Pine 
Grosbeaks, or crossbills reported. 

Bob Yunick filed his Fall banding season report, excerpted as follows: 

“1) Purple Finch nesting season at Jenny Lake (JL), Town of Corinth, 
Saratoga Co., NY at 1250 ft. elevation in the Adirondack State Park. Last 
banded 10/6 for a season total (Apr-Oct) of 166 captures: 125 banded and 41 
returns (oldest ret. was 11y, Im, and 6 males and 2 females were 5 or more 
years old). The 166 captures was 9th from the bottom in 47 yrs. of banding at 
this location. Production of young was disappointing: only 27 imm. banded (also 
9th from the bottom) even though 48 ad. females were captured (33 banded and 
15 ret.). Total PUFIs banded at this site in 47 years stands at 13,242. 

2) Ruby-throated Hummingbird nesting season at JL ended with last banded 
on 9/5, but sightings also on 9/9 and 9/16. Total captures May-Sep was 65 (57 
banded, 8 ret.), 51 were ad. including 40 females and only 11 males, but only 6 
imm. were banded...not an impressive season. 

3) Black-capped Chickadee irruption at JL in progress. Numbers banded by 
month were 1 in Jul, 4 in Aug, 4 in Sep, 8 in Oct and 35 in Nov. Ret. birds 
banded in previous years began appearing in Sep, increased to 9 in Oct and 18 in 
Nov so that by 11/30: 52 had been banded, 36 ret. captured for a Jul-Nov total of 
88 birds compared to a total of 57 for all of the previous year. Significantly, this 
irruption is one characterized by a preponderance of adults, 61.4%, over imm., 
38.6% as of 11/30; had been 65/35 in early Oct. Oldest ret. captured so far is 8y, 
5m. 

Total captures (newly banded, new returns, and repeat captures) were in 
single digits during banded sessions in Sep and early Oct then escalated as 
follows: 16 on 10/26, 24 on 11/8, 29 on 11/14, and 31 on 11/23.” 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Larry Alden, Megan Aitchison, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, 
Mike Birmingham, Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, 
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Steve Chorvas, Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent 
sightings, Amanda Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Lindsey Duval, Larry 
Federman, Debra Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, 
Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom 
McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny 
Murtaugh, Bill Ostrander, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, 
John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz- Weinstein, 
Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison Van Keuren, 
Phil Whitney, Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert 
Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APBP — Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR — Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM — 
Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR — Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB - Bog 
Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP — Coxsackie Creek Grasslands 
Preserve, GREE; CF — Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL — Collins L, SCHE; CRM — 
Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR — Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; FtEG — Ft. Edward 
Grasslands, WASH; FV — Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; HP — Huyck Preserve, 
ALBA; OCA — Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; PRWMA - Partridge Run 
WMA, ALBA; SNHP — Saratoga National Historical P, SARA; TR - 
Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP — Vischer Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, 
SARA; WMP — Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
(R8): Saratoga L 4 Nov (LD); Hudson Crossing 
Park SARA 24 Nov (LD). 

Snow Goose: max 60 Easton WASH 14 Nov. 
Brant: max 14 Henry Hudson Park ALBA 24 
Oct. 

Gadwall: max 25 BCR 23 Nov. 

Am. Wigeon: max 270 Stanton Pd ALBA 23 
Oct. 

Am. Black Duck: max 85 Galway L SARA 23 
Oct. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 2 VFNHP 13 Sep, very 
low numbers. 

N. Shoveler: max 10 Stanton Pd ALBA 2 Nov. 
N. Pintail: max 16 Stanton Pd ALBA 30 Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: max 150 BCR 23 Oct. 
Canvasback: max 2 BCR 27 Nov. 

Redhead: max 2 Galway L SARA 26 Nov. 
Ring-necked Duck: arr Loughberry L SARA 
25 Sep; max 530 Loughberry L SARA 7 Nov. 
Greater Scaup: arr Loughberry L SARA 17 
Oct; max 60 Saratoga L SARA 19 Nov. 
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Lesser Scaup: arr Cohoes ALBA 14 Oct; max 
100 Saratoga L SARA 19 Nov. 

Surf Scoter: arr, max 6 AR 17 Oct; 3 Corning 
Preserve ALBA 24-28 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: arr AR 17 Oct; max 35 
Saratoga L SARA 10 Nov. 

Black Scoter: arr TR 11 Oct; max 30 AR 26 
Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr TR 24 Oct; max 11 
Saratoga L SARA 10 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr BMB 12 Oct; max 125 
Saratoga L SARA 26 Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr Ft Edward Yacht Basin 
WASH 24 Oct; max 70 Saratoga L SARA 26 
Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: max 230 BCR 12 Nov. 
Red-breasted Merganser: arr Lake George 
WARR 13 Oct; max 7 Saratoga L SARA 26 
Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: arr BCR 2 Oct; max 1100 BCR 
23 Oct. 

Red-throated Loon: arr Saratoga L SARA 4 
Nov. 
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Horned Grebe: arr Galway L SARA 29 Oct; 
max 8 Saratoga L SARA 10 Nov. 
Red-necked Grebe: arr E Canada L MONT 11 
Sep, early; max 8 Saratoga L SARA 10 Nov. 
EARED GREBE (R8): Copake L COLU 26- 
30 Nov, intro. 

Am. Bittern: last2 White Creek WASH 23 
Sep, NFC. 

Great Egret: last Colonie Town Park ALBA 
30 Nov, late. 

Green Heron: last CCGP 30 Oct, late. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: last 5 TR 15 
Oct. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: last OCA 18 Nov. 
Broad-winged Hawk: max 322 Helderberg 
Hawk Watch ALBA 17 Sep. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr Ft Edward Yacht 
Basin WASH 24 Oct. 
Golden Eagle: max 3 Cambridge WASH, 1 
imm, 2 ad. 
Virginia Rail: last BMB 15 Oct. 
Com. Gallinule: max 5 East Bay WMA 
WASH 25 Sep. 
Am. Coot: max 3 AR 20 Oct. 
SANDHILL CRANE (R8): imm Staats Island 
Rd RENN 7 Nov (MA). 
Black-bellied Plover: Corning Preserve ALBA 
15 Sep; Cohoes Flats ALBA 2 Oct; TR 11 Nov. 
Semipalmated Plover: last Blockhouse Park 
SARA 9 Sep. 
Killdeer: last Saratoga L SARA 17 Nov. 
Spotted Sandpiper: last The Crossings ALBA 
11 Oct. 
Solitary Sandpiper: last HP 10 Oct. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last TR 11 Nov. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: last BCR 20 Oct. 
RUDDY TURNSTONE (R8): CF 1 Sep. 
Least Sandpiper: last TR 12 Oct. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: last TR 12 Oct. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last Great 
Sacandaga L FULT 10 Sep. 
Caspian Tern: max 3 Crescent Power Station 
ALBA 2 Sep. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Snowy Owl: Germantown COLU 9 Nov. 
Short-eared Owl: arr FtEG 14 Nov; max 20 
FtEG 25 Nov. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: max 8 APBP 11 Oct, 
banded (AD). 
Com. Nighthawk: last 12 Coxsackie Boat 
Launch GREE 20 Sep. 
Chimney Swift: last Robinson Pond COLU 16 
Sep. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Copake 
Falls COLU 4 Oct. 
Am. Kestrel: max 8 FtEG 16 Sep. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Brookview RENN 5 
Sep; SNHP 8 Sep; Hillsdale COLU 10 Sep; 
Eldridge Swamp SF WASH 10 Sep; Saratoga 
Spa SP SARA 15 Sep. 

E. Wood-Pewee: last Corning Preserve ALBA 
10 Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last Colonie ALBA 
4 Oct, late. 

Alder Flycatcher: last BMB 4 Sep; Sprakers 
MONT 4 Sep, only reports, early migrant. 
Willow Flycatcher: last BMB 4 Sep, only 
report, early migrant. 

E. Phoebe: last Galway L SARA 2 Nov. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: last VFNHP 15 
Sep. 

E. Kingbird: last Craryville COLU 2 Oct. 

N. Shrike: arr Duanesburg SCHE 28 Nov 
(AVK). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: last APBP 24 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: last Cambridge WASH 18 
Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: last APBP 29 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: 20 reports 1 Sep- 6 Oct. 


Red-eyed Vireo: last Staalesen Vanderheyden 
Preserve RENN 19 Oct. 

Horned Lark: max 80 Kinderhook COLU 19 
Nov. 

Tree Swallow: last 2 FtEG 19 Oct. 

Bank Swallow: 3 reports 2 Sep - 4 Sep. 

Cliff Swallow: 3 reports 4 Sep - 13 Sep. 


Barn Swallow: last 12 Stuyvesant COLU 17 
Sep. 

House Wren: last Round L SARA 6 Nov. 
Marsh Wren: last VFNHP 19 Nov. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 5 reports 2 Sep - 10 
Sep. 

Veery: last Ushers SARA 15 Oct. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: APBP 21 Sep, banded 
(AD); FR 25 Sep; APBP 26 Sep; Lk Taghkanic 
COLU 25 Oct, late; max 14 White Creek 
WASH 23 Sep, nocturnal flight calls. 
Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: Tivoli L 
ALBA 24 Sep. 

Swainson’s Thrush: last Copake Falls COLU 
25 Oct. 

Wood Thrush: last Glenco Mills COLU 20 
Oct. 

Gray Catbird: max 31 FR 4 Sep; 31 BMB 4 
Sep. 


63 


Brown Thrasher: last FR 26 Sep. 

Am. Pipit: arr CF 12 Sep; max 135 Appleby 
Rd ALBA 16 Oct. 

Bohemian Waxwing: Cambridge WASH 14 
Oct, only report. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 200 BCR 8 Oct. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Snow Bunting: arr Great Sacandaga L FULT 
29 Oct; max 30 Kinderhook COLU 19 Nov. 
Ovenbird: last Papscanee Island NP RENN 3 
Oct. 
N. Waterthrush: last FR 15 Sep. 
Blue-winged Warbler: last Cambridge WASH 
14 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last Guilderland 
ALBA 15 Oct. 
Tennessee Warbler: 19 reports 4 Sep - 20 Oct; 
max 3 FR 15 Sep. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: 8 reports 17 Sep - 
21 Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: last Mohawk-Hudson 
Bike-Hike Trail Scotia SCHE 12 Oct. 
Connecticut Warbler: 7 reports 9 Sep - 2 Oct; 
max 2 APBP 9 Sep, banded (AD). 
Mourning Warbler: Petersburg Pass SF 
SCHO 4 Sep, only report. 
Com. Yellowthroat: last 3 Mohawk-Hudson 
Bike-Hike Trail Scotia SCHE 12 Oct. 
Am. Redstart: last Normanskill Farm ALBA 8 
Oct. 
Cape May Warbler: 7 reports 2 Sep - 3 Oct. 
N. Parula: 32 reports 4 Sep - 3 Oct; max 4 
Featherstonehaugh SF SCHE 12 Sep. 
Magnolia Warbler: last Berlin RENN 16 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: 11 reports 4 Sep - 3 
Oct; max 7! Featherstonehaugh SF SCHE 12 
Sep, high count. 
Blackburnian Warbler: 11 reports 4 Sep - 24 
Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: 7 reports 5 Sep - 3 Oct. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last Albany ALBA 
30 Sep. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last CF; Mohawk-Hudson 
Bike-Hike Trail Scotia SCHE; Cambridge 
WASH 12 Oct. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: last BCR 8 
Oct. 
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Palm Warbler: last FEG WASH 22 Oct; max 
14! Troy Landfill RENN, high count. 

Pine Warbler: last TR 16 Oct. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: last Mohawk- 
Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Scotia SCHE 19 Oct; 
max 120! TR 11 Oct, high count. 

Prairie Warbler: 8 reports 4 Sep - 26 Sep. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last Corning 
Preserve ALBA; Henry Hudson Park ALBA 10 
Oct. 

Canada Warbler: 7 reports 1 Sep - 21 Sep. 
Wilson’s Warbler: last FR 8 Oct. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr BCR 2 Nov. 
Fox Sparrow: arr Cambridge WASH 12 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr Fultonville 
MONT 25 Sep; max 9 Mohawk-Hudson Bike- 
Hike Trail Scotia SCHE 6 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: 2 Coxsackie GREE 23 Oct; 
St. Johnsville MONT 28 Oct; CCGP 31 Oct; 
only reports. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr W Sand Lake RENN 7 
Sep; last 2 Coveville SARA 25 Oct. 
E. Towhee: max 13 SNHP 20 Sep. 
Scarlet Tanager: last Guilderland ALBA 2 
Oct. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last Stockport Flats 
COLU 8 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: last Mohawk-Hudson Bike- 
Hike Trail Scotia SCHE 12 Oct. 
Bobolink: last 2 Catskill GREE 16 Oct, late; 
max 35 Papscanee Is] NP RENN 4 Sep. 
E. Meadowlark: max 6 OCA 26 Sep. 
Rusty Blackbird: max 90 Coveville SARA 24 
Oct. 
Baltimore Oriole: 4 reports 3 Sep - 15 Sep; 
very late bird at seed feeder Albany ALBA 21 
Nov. 
Red Crossbill: Rensselaerville SF ALBA 6 
Oct. 
Com. Redpoll: no reports. 
Pine Siskin: 8 reports 28 Sep - 25 Nov; max 8 
T Providence SARA 5 Oct. 
Evening Grosbeak: 9 reports 10 Oct - 20 Nov; 
max 5 Cambridge WASH 13 Nov. 
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REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 
16 Coronet Rd., Yonkers, NY 10710 
BochnikM@cs.com 


September was warm and very dry, continuing the worsening drought 
conditions. Less than an inch of rain fell on Poughkeepsie. The average 
temperature was 2.9° F above normal. October was also dry but only slightly 
warmer than normal. Only 2.54" of precipitation fell. Mid-month saw a warm 
spell, with Poughkeepsie reaching 84° on 18 October. The low for the month 
was 25° on 26 October. The year-to-date precipitation deficit for the Region 
now ranged from 8-11 inches. November started warm, reaching 71° on the 2” 
and 3", followed by expected temperatures for most of the month. Dutchess 
County had two 6" snowstorms, one on the 17" followed by another on the 20". 
It was finally wetter than normal, with 4.73" of rain, 1.25" more than average. 

Numbers were way down at the area hawk watches, especially for Broad- 
winged Hawks. Data showed that they migrated further inland. Chestnut Ridge’s 
best Broad-wing day totaled only 237 on 26 September. Hook Mt. and Mount 
Peter each had a little over 2200 on 21 September. Northern Goshawk numbers 
were up, with five passing Hook Mt. on 4 November and 19 for the season. No 
hawk watch reported Rough-legged hawk. 

Carena Pooth and Herb Thompson found and described a RED 
PHALAROPE on Hunns Lake in Red Hook on 23 October. A few other 
observers were able to view and photograph the bird. The bird could not be 
located the next day. This is Dutchess County’s fourth record. 

An ongoing N. Saw-whet Owl banding project by the Sullivan County 
Audubon Society set a record with 140 owls netted, 127 banded and 13 
previously banded. 

Some observers noted a lack of warbler migration during the middle of 
September. Yellow-breasted Chats and Orange-crowned Warblers made 
appearances in October. 

On Tuesday, 1 November, Tom Burke and Gail Benson found a 
VIRGINIA’S WARBLER at Marshlands Conservancy in Rye. This second 
New York State record, if accepted by NYSARC, was found feeding in 
goldenrod with a good gathering of other birds. It was very elusive but calling at 
times and occasionally flying into the widely spaced crabapple trees. The 
warbler was ultimately enjoyed by most of the gathered birders up through late 
afternoon and was active enough that at least one photo was obtained. Searches 
on subsequent days did not relocate the bird. 

Other notable species included Hudsonian Godwit and Lark Sparrow. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Michael Adams, Kathleen Ashman, Scott Baldinger, Kyle Bardwell, John 
Beccarelli, Christy Belardo, Gail Benson, Anne Bloomfield, Michael Bochnik, 
Arlene Borko, Jodi Brodsky, Gene Brown, Tom Burke, Sean Camillieri, Bill 
Case, Marc Chelemer, Drew Ciganek, Judith Cinquina, Jim Clinton, Jim Clinton 
Jr, Jim Closs, Ron Conzo, Roberta Dapson, Renee Davis, Mark DeDea, Nick 
Dorian, Michael & Gordon Douglas, Evan Edelbaum, Denise Farrell, Deb 
Ferguson, Dorothy Fleury, Valerie Freer, Malcolm Grant, Danielle Gustafson, 
John Haas, Dawn Hannay, Ken Harris, David Hayes, Valerie Heemstra, 
Charsles & Kate Hyden, Elizabeth Jamison, Tait Johansson, Susan Joseph, 
Maha Katnani, Deborah Kral, Aimee Labarr, Michael Lavin, Barbara Mansell, 
Liz Martens, Maeve Maurer, Curt McDermott, Kenneth McDermott, Kevin 
McGrath, Ed Mertz, Doris Metraux, Barb & Allan Michelin, Karen Miller, 
Robert Miller, Sandy Morrissey, Truth Muller, Frank Murphy, Bruce Nott, 
Dixon Onderdonk, John Phillips, Carena Pooth, Adrienne Popko, Jessica 
Prockup, Kriss Replogle, Susan Rogers, Carlos Ross, Jane Rossman, Matthew 
Rymkiewicz, Zack Smith, Herb Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Larry Trachtenberg, 
Peter Schoenberger, Linda Scrima, Jarvis Shirky, Hillary Siener, Anne Swaim, 
Herb Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Larry Trachtenberg, Lance Verderame, Chet 
Vincent, Susan Ward, Carol Weiss, Ken Witkowski, Jim Yates, Matthew 
Zeitler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CPP — Croton Pt P; EGR — Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; HVRT — Harlem 
Valley Rail Trail; MC — Marshlands Conservancy; RNC — Rye Nature Center; 
SGN WR — Shawangunk Grasslands NWR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Ryder P, 
Amenia 16, 18 Oct (JCli, CV); Pawling 28-30 
Oct (M&GD); Westchester CC 25, 26 Nov 
(ND, LT); Turtle Bay Rd, Black Dirt Region 30 
Nov (BN). 

Snow Goose: Camel Farm 2 Sep, early. 
Brant: arr CPP 27 Sep. 

Cackling Goose: 1-2 Amenia 11 Oct, 5, 8, 19 
Nov (CP, BM, AP, CV); Wallkill 6-11 Nov 
(MD, KMcD, WT, JPr); Blue Chip Farm 6, 11 
Nov (KMcD, MD); 2 New Paltz 19 Nov (JCli). 
Wood Duck: max 112 Bashakill 3 Sep. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 34 Bashakill 9 Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: max 110 Bashakill 19 
Oct. 

Redhead: 2 Ashokan Res 11 Oct (PS); 2 Tivoli 
Bays 17 Oct (SR). 
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Ring-necked Duck: summering bird Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery, Hawthorne, continued into 
September; arr Wappingers L 6 Oct. 

Greater Scaup: arr Hunns L 17 Oct. 

Surf Scoter: Swan L 5 Nov (JH); 2 EGR 9 Nov 
(TB); Ashokan Res 19 Nov (PS). 
White-winged Scoter: 4 Ashokan Res 10 Oct 
(MD); Neversink Res 11 Oct (JH); Ashokan 
Res 4 Nov (MD, JPr). 

Black Scoter: Ashokan Res 9 Oct(JPr, WT); 8 
Neversink Res 11 Oct (MD, JH); Neversink Res 
23 Oct; Swan L 5 Nov (JH); CPP 14 Nov (EM); 
3 Kingston 20 Nov (MD). 

Long-tailed Duck: Ashokan Res 11 Oct (PS); 
Saugerties 26 Nov (DFe, FM); Ashokan Res 26 
Nov (JCIJ) 

Red-breasted Merganser: Ashokan Res 5 Nov 
(MD, JPr); Sleightsburgh 8 Nov (JY). 
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Ring-necked Pheasant: Poughkeepsie 26 Sep; 
Lafayetteville MUA 28 Sep. 

Ruffed Grouse: Buttercup E 5 Oct. 
Red-throated Loon: Denning’s Pt 2, 23 Nov 
(CV); 2 Ashokan Res 25-30 Nov (PS, MD, JPr, 
WT). 

Red-necked Grebe: Yankee L 22 Oct (JH); 
Sylvan L 28 Oct (BM, CP); Ashokan Res 26 
Nov (MD). 

Great Cormorant: arr Piermont Pier 25 Oct. 
Great Egret: Wappingers L 7 Nov (SJ), late 
for inland loc. 

Little Blue Heron: Bashakill 24 Sep (SB, BN) 
3" SULL record; MC 5 Oct (TB). 

Cattle Egret: Union Center Rd Ulster Park 25 
Oct (KW), ph. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: CPP thru 19 Nov. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 135 Hook 11 Oct. 
N. Goshawk: juv Hook Mt 3 Sep (DG), early; 
1-2 Hook Mt 8, 26, 29 Sep, 15 Oct, 2, 5, 6, 8, 
10-12 Nov; Livingston Manor 18 Sep; Chestnut 
Ridge 29 Sep, 24, 31 Oct, 1,5, 12 Nov; 
Mohonk Preserve 3 Oct. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 18 Mount Peter 26 
Oct; 19 Chestnut Ridge 1 Nov; 22 Hook Mt 8 
Nov. 
Broad-winged Hawk: low numbers at the area 
hawk watches. Prevailing wind sent most birds 
further inland. 2279 Mount Peter 21 Sep; 2212 
Hook Mt 21 Sep; 237 Chestnut Ridge 26 Sep. 
Rough-legged Hawk: no hawk watch rep. 
Golden Eagle: Chestnut Ridge 25 Sep, 3 Oct, 
early; Mohonk Preserve 7 Oct; Saugerties 19 
Oct; Mount Peter 29 Oct, 7 Nov; Dover 29, 30 
Oct, 10, 24 Nov; 2 Hook Mt 6, 23 Nov; Hoot 
Mt 18 Nov; Woodstock 19 Nov; 2 Dover 30 
Nov. 
Com. Gallinule: max 3 Bashakill 17 Sep; 
HVRT, Millerton 18, 30 Sep, 2 Oct. 
Sandhill Crane: Poquiello Creekside Rd, 
Ulster 3 Sep (PS); Minisink 25 Sep (JB); 
Chester 27 Sep (JS); Six and a Half Station 
Sanct 26-29 Oct (KA); 8 Millbrook 30 Oct 
(AP); 13 EGR 23 Nov (KMcG). 
Am. Oystercatcher: 7 MC 3 Sep. 
Black-bellied Plover: Round P Amenia 17-19 
Sep; Piermont Pier 7 Oct; 2-4 Ashokan Res 12, 
16, 20 Oct. 
Am. Golden-Plover: 9 Black Dirt Region 2 
Sep; Saugerties 1 Oct; 1-5 Ashokan Res 8, 10, 
12 Oct; 17 Ashokan Res 16 Oct. 


Spotted Sandpiper: Esopus Meadows 23 Oct; 
Larchmont Res 23 Oct. 
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Hudsonian Godwit: Strauss Marsh, Amenia 5- 
8 Nov (AP, BM, CV). 

Ruddy Turnstone: EGR 16 Oct; 12 EGR 2 
Nov. 

Sanderling: Kingston 4 Sep; Ashokan Res 12- 
19 Oct. 

Dunlin: 2 Bashakill 14 Oct; 6 Ashokan Res 16 
Oct; Morningside P 23 Oct (JH). 

Least Sandpiper: 3 Citgo Pond, Goshen 27 
Oct. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Ashokan Res 8, 
12, 16-20 Oct (PS,MD,FM). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 2-3 Black Dirt 
Region 2, 4, 11 Sep. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Pine Plains 1 Sep; 
Wallkill NWR 2 Sep; 3 Ashokan Res 7 Oct; 
Ashokan Res 16, 19 Oct; 5 Ashokan Res 19 
Oct; Morningside P 23 Oct. 

Western Sandpiper: 2 Piermont Pier 11 Sep 
(VH). 

RED PHALAROPE (R9): Hunns Lake, Red 
Hook 23 Oct, ph (CP, HT, SJ, MR, KMcD, BN, 
DK, BM), 4" record DUTC. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Kingston 4, 10-11 Sep; 
EGR 6,19 Sep. 

Laughing Gull: 200 EGR 4 Sep; 4 EGR 20 
Nov. 

Iceland Gull: McEnroes Compost Area. 
Millerton 4-30 Nov (CV, CP, HT, DK). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: McEnroes 
Compost Area. Millerton 20 Nov (JA). 

Black Tern: 2 Esopus Meadows Lighthouse 
Park 10 Sep (MG). 

Com. Tern: 200 Rye 6 Sep; Esopus Meadows 
Lighthouse Park 13 Oct, ph. 

Forster’s Tern: 4 Piermont Pier 10 Sep; 11 
MC 9 Oct; 9 EGR 12 Nov. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Long-eared Owl: Livingston Manor 9 Nov. 
Short-eared Owl: 7 SGNWR 28 Oct; Hurley 4 
Nov. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 4 Mohonk 4 Oct; 5 calling 
in yard Willow 18 Oct; 2 Summitville 31 Oct; 
Bashakill 13 Nov; 140 netted SULL, record 
high, intro. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 438 Stony Point 1 Sep; 
40 Woodstock 9 Sep; lingered late, a few 
reports in early Oct. 

E. Whip-poor-will: 2 Rochester 2 Sep; 
Bashakill 3 Sep; Rochester 4-15 Sep. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Harstdale 
14 Oct (SM). 

Am. Kestrel: 35 CPP 30 Sep. 
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FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: CPP 10 Sep; Hook Mt 
12 Sep. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Wurtsboro 4 Sep; 
Esopus 4 Sep; Wappingers 7 Sep. 

N. Shrike: SGNWR 30 Oct (MD, KMcD); 
Galeville Town P 6 Nov (MD, JPr, WT); 
Amenia 25 Nov (AP). 

Philadelphia Vireo: CPP 4 Sep (LT); Bashakill 
10, 12, 17 Sep; Mabbettsville 12 Sep (AP); 
Minnewaska SP 13 Sep (SB); MC 15 Sep; 
HVRT, Amenia 28 Sep (CP); HVRT, Millerton 
28 Sep (JClo, AL, BC, RaD); Ulster 1 Oct 
(MD). 

Black-capped Chickadee: flights 18 Oct, 1 
Nov; max 79 Mount Peter Hawk Watch 18 Oct. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Buttercup West 17 Sep 
(JCli); Kakiat P 25 Sep (CW); Minnewaska SP 
27 Sep, 13 Oct (SB); Bashakill 15 Oct (JH); 
LaGrange 17 Oct (MK); Kingston 22 Oct 
(MD). 

Am. Pipit: 20 CPP 24 Sep; 250 Marbletown 2 
Oct; 60 Greig Farm 10, 30 Oct; 80 Bashakill 13 
Oct; 60 Ulster P 2 Nov; 25 Mount Peter 6 Nov. 
Cedar Waxwing: max 100 Buttercup. 


LONGSPURS —- WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: Galeville Town P 6 Nov 
(MD, JPr, WT); Millerton 19 Nov (JA). 
Snow Bunting: Piermont Pier 24 Oct; 2 
Woodstock 27 Oct; Ashokan Res 5 Nov; 31 
CPP 12 Nov. 

Ovenbird: 2 Rockefeller SP Preserve 4 Nov, 
ph. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Kingston Pt 22 
Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Bashakill 2 Oct; 
Marbletown 2 Oct; MC 8 Oct. 

Nashville Warbler: last Tarrytown L 2 Nov. 
VIRGINIA’S WARBLER: MC 1 Nov (TB, 
GBe), ph, 2" State record pending NYSARC 
acceptance, intro. 

Connecticut Warbler: Teatown L Reservation 
22 Sep (LT, HS); Wallkill River NWR 23, 25 
Sep, 6 Oct (MZ, JB, SB, BN, LS). 

Cape May Warbler: Esopus 4 Sep; 4 Mount 
Peter 10 Sep; Wappingers 18 Sep; Bashakill 30 
Sep. 


N. Parula: Esopus Meadows 16 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: Stone Barns Center 26 
Oct. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Nuclear L 22 Sep; 
Wappingers 24 Sep; Stony Kill 28 Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: Bashakill 13 Oct. 
Blackpoll Warbler: Rockefeller SP Preserve 
31 Oct. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Stone Barns 
Center 26 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: Rockefeller SP 11,19 Nov. 
Canada Warbler: Congers 6 Oct, late. 
Wilson’s Warbler: Dennings Pt 28 Nov. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: MC 11-14 Oct; MC 
29-31 Oct. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Vesper Sparrow: max 5 Dover Plains 25 Oct. 
LARK SPARROW: Rockefeller P 12 Oct 
(DHan). 
Nelson's Sparrow: 4 MC 9 Oct; CPP 23 Oct; 2 
MC 16 Oct; MC 17 Oct. 
Saltmarsh Sparrow: MC 9 Oct. 
Fox Sparrow: arr Kingston Pt 6 Oct. 
LincoIn’s Sparrow: max 9 Marbletown 29 
Oct; Kensico Res 6 Nov. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 9 Marbletown 
29 Oct. 
Blue Grosbeak: MC 7 Oct (TB, GBe); MC 12 
Oct (GBe). 
Dickcissel: 1-3 Poquiello Creekside Rd, 
Marbletown 1, 2 Oct (PS, MD, DS, WT, SR, 
JPr, DHay, ph); Wallkill R NWR 5 Oct (BN, 
KA). 
Bobolink: thru almost mid Oct, last Stony Kill 
Farm 8 Oct. 
Rusty Blackbird: 50 HVRT, Millerton 28 Sep; 
200 Bashakill 13 Oct. 
Purple Finch: good numbers arrlast week Oct; 
max 43 Pruyn Sanc 28 Oct. 
Com. Redpoll: West Hurley 20 Nov (MD); 2 
Kingston 25 Nov (JCr). 
Evening Grosbeak: Stanfordville 12 Sep 
(DK); Reese P 17 Sep (KHa); Lagrangeville 

18 Sep (AP). West Hurley 28 Oct (MM); 2 
Woodstock 31 Oct (PS); 2 Lagrange 3 Nov 
(CV); 8 Mohonk Preserve 8 Nov (ZS); Rock 
Hill 14 Nov (TM); Newburgh 23 Nov (SW). 
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REGION 10—MARINE 


Seth Ausubel 
49 Sentinel Road, Washington Crossing, PA 18977 
birdherpbug@ gmail.com 


November was the 17" month in a row with average temperatures above the 
long-term average in our Region. This year average monthly temperatures were 
mostly 2-3° F above the long-term average, but the average temperature in 
Central Park in September (71.8°) was 3.8° above normal. Continuing the 
pattern of recent years, the fall was also drier than normal. A moderate drought 
lingered through most of the season following a dry summer. While November 
was wetter than normal in Central Park—5.41" of rain fell, 1.39" above 
normal—rainfall throughout the Region was otherwise below or near normal. 
The greatest monthly deficit was 1.49" in Central Park in September, when 2.79" 
of rain fell. 

Post-tropical Cyclone Hermine lingered at sea south of eastern Long Island 
from 4-6 September, bringing tropical-storm-force winds to Long Island 5-6 
September and then passing well to the east. Sea watches on eastern Long Island 
on 5 September were productive. Sightings at five eastern Long Island locations 
from Flying Point Beach and Mecox Inlet in Mecox east to Shinnecock (Tiana 
Beach and Shinnecock Inlet) and Amagansett produced similar results. Notably, 
a Black-capped Petrel seen flying east at Shinnecock Inlet by Pat Lindsay, Shai 
Mitra, Pete Morris, and Taylor Sturm was seen a short while later at Amagansett 
by Anthony Collerton. Cory’s, Sooty (late), and Manx Shearwaters were seen at 
multiple locations as was Parasitic Jaeger. Nadir Souirgi had a Brown Booby 
and Great Shearwater at Flying Point Beach. Black Terns were also seen in good 
numbers during the storm. Much further west at Jones Beach, Shawn and Mary 
Beth Billerman saw a Pomarine Jaeger and Parasitic Jaeger, but there were few 
other seabirds reported west. 

An offshore pelagic trip on 17 September to waters south of Shinnecock 
produced Audubon’s Shearwater and Long-tailed Jaeger, among more common 
seabirds. 

Cold front passages on 25 September and 10 October produced notable 
coastal flights and good concentrations of lingering birds. For example, six Red- 
bellied Woodpeckers, two Common Ravens, and over 10,000 Tree Swallows 
were noted migrating on the Nassau and western Suffolk County barrier islands 
on 25 September. The 10 October flight produced four Bald Eagles, two Broad- 
winged Hawks, 55 Rusty Blackbirds, 63 Purple Finches, a Greater White- 
fronted Goose, and a Cackling Goose, among good numbers of more common 
migrants at Ft. Tilden, Queens County. 10 October also was a good day at the 
Fire Island Hawk Watch, with 382 total hawks including notable counts of 
Merlin (215) and Osprey (17), and 110 American Kestrels, which, sadly, is a big 
number these days. 
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The 35" year of the Fire Island Hawk Watch produced 2224 total hawks, 
34% below the average of the previous 20 years despite the fourth highest effort, 
470 hours, over an extended season—75 count days. Only 300 American 
Kestrels were counted, 67% below the average of the previous 20 years. Sharp- 
shinned Hawks numbered 195, 44% below the 20-year average. It was also a 
poor year for Northern Harrier (195 counted, 30% below the 20-year average), 
Merlin (1016, -22%), and Peregrine (121, -37%). On the other hand, there were 
55 Cooper’s Hawks counted, 63% above the 20-year average. A record count of 
10 Bald Eagles was 170% above the 20-year average. Two Northern Goshawks 
passed the hawk watch on 28 October, and FIHW’s first two Black Vultures 
ever were counted, along with one Turkey Vulture. 

As discussed in last year’s Region 10 fall season report, based on an 
analysis of data from both inland and coastal hawk watches in the northeast by 
FIHW compiler Drew Panko, it is likely that the low numbers of American 
Kestrels and Sharp-shinned Hawks reflect population declines, while the 
numbers of Merlin and Peregrine reflect weather patterns that are not conducive 
to coastal flights. Populations of Cooper’s Hawk and Bald Eagle have been 
increasing. Northern Harrier numbers were low for the second straight year. 
Further analysis might help clarify why. 

Once again, there were a number of notable counts at FIHW late in the 
season which probably reflect later migration due to climate change. Examples 
include 13 Northern Harriers and 17 Merlins among 45 total hawks on 6 
November, and 20 total hawks on 10 November including six Northern Harriers 
and nine Sharp-shinned Hawks. The shift to later migration is also evident in the 
passerine diversity toward the latter part of the migration. For example, at least 
16 species of warblers were recorded in Central Park on 10 October, at least 12 
species on 24 October, and at least 7 species on 30 October. 

Waterfowl numbers were once again low. Peak waterfowl abundance in our 
area has shifted from late fall into the winter season over the past several years. 
The maxima of virtually all of our wintering species were quite low by historical 
standards. Scaup numbers were exceptionally low, especially given their great 
abundance in recent years. The maxima of Canvasback and Redhead were only 
six. A decent flight of sea ducks was observed in eastern Suffolk County on 23 
November, with several seasonal maxima recorded. But the numbers were not 
particularly great. Red-throated Loons were present in good numbers, greatly 
outnumbering Common Loons. Wood Duck is doing well in our area, and a 
good number of Blue-winged Teal were present at Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
in September. 

It was a decent grasspiper season on the sod fields in Riverhead, Suffolk 
County. Buff-breasted Sandpiper numbers were reasonably good, and American 
Golder-Plover numbers were higher than in recent years. However, the only 
report of Upland Sandpiper was an unusual and not particularly comforting one: 
a nocturnal migrant attracted to the beams of light of the “Tribute to Lights” at 
the World Trade Center in Manhattan. 
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With the exception of Purple Finch, which was present in good numbers, 
there were few irruptive winter finches this fall. The maximum of Pine Siskins 
was 16, and there were a few Red Crossbills (maximum seven). Even American 
Goldfinches were in low numbers, with a maximum of 908 migrating on 12 
November at Robert Moses State Park, Fire Island. Surprisingly, three Common 
Redpolls were reported in Manhattan on 23 November, and an adult male 
Evening Grosbeak was seen by a few fortunate birders at Green-wood 
Cemetery, Brooklyn on 7 November. Red-breasted Nuthatches irrupted in large 
numbers this fall. They were birders’ constant companions in the pines at the 
barrier beaches and many other locations beginning in early September. The 
maximum was 175 at Robert Moses State Park on 29 October. There were no 
reports of Long-eared Owl or Northern Saw-whet Owl. 

Bald Eagles gathered this fall at Beaver Lake, Mill Neck, Nassau County to 
feed on Atlantic Menhaden that apparently had become trapped in the lake in 
large numbers. Many died. The eagles, a maximum of seven, were present for 
most of the season as reported by Barbara Connolly. This is a remarkable 
occurrence for Long Island. 

305 species were recorded in the Region this fall. Among them were some 
additional rarities of note. A Pink-footed Goose, initially photographed by Tim 
Healy’s dad, stayed at Hendrickson Park, Valley Stream, Nassau County 
through the season and was enjoyed by many. Todd Olson spotted a Mississippi 
Kite at the Bronx Zoo on 21 September. Kite sightings in our area are 
particularly rare in the fall. Anthony Ciancimino photographed a Franklin’s Gull 
at Wolfe’s Pond Park, Staten Island on 4 October. An immature Sandwich Tern 
was at Great Gull Island, Suffolk County on 7 September. The third late-October 
White-winged Dove in the history of the Fire Island Hawk Watch flew by on the 
25th as reported by Bob Kurtz. There were three Selasphorus hummingbirds in 
the Region this fall. Two were not identified to species. The third, a Rufous 
Hummingbird, was photographed at the Marine Nature Study Area, Oceanside, 
Nassau County on 6 October as reported by Sy Schiff. At least two, and 
probably three or more, Pileated Woodpeckers are resident on Staten Island, 
seen mostly in the Mount Loretto area. There were three Ash-throated 
Flycatchers in the Region this fall. One found by Bobby Berlingeri at Lido West 
Town Park, Nassau County on 13 November was reliable there through the 
season. Another, found by Mike Shanley at Wolfe’s Pond Park on 1 November, 
stayed until the 2’ and was also enjoyed by many. The third was at Bushwick 
Inlet, Williamsburg, Brooklyn on 19-20 November, a private and somewhat 
inaccessible location. The only Cave Swallow of the season flew by the Fire 
Island Hawk Watch on 6 November. That same day an “Audubon’s” Yellow- 
rumped Warbler was spotted at Robert Moses State Park by Taylor Sturm. Seth 
Wollney and Dave Eib found a gorgeous adult male Western Tanager at 
Conference House Park, Staten Island on 24 November. It stayed until the 28". 
Cedric Duhade found another Western Tanager at City Hall Park in lower 
Manhattan on 22 November. It remained there through November, bringing the 
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additional flavor of hordes of birders looking up at the trees in this bustling 
location. The substantial record of rare birds found in small patches of green in 
Manhattan was augmented this fall by two Yellow-breasted Chats, one at Trinity 
Church in lower Manhattan and the other at St. Paul’s Cathedral, literally within 
eyeshot of the Western Tanager. Both chats were present for most of November. 

The teams competing in the third annual Seatuck Birding Challenge on 24 
September tallied a record 168 species including Common Gallinule, American 
Golden-Plover, Baird’s Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Long-billed 
Dowitcher, Parasitic Jaeger, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Caspian Tern, Royal 
Tern, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great-horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, 
Philadelphia Vireo, Clay-colored Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, and an 
impressive 23 species of warblers highlighted by Cape May, Canada, Blue- 
winged, and Wilson’s. The top high school team was once again Team 
Mennecke. Among the adult teams, Pteam Ptarmigeddon repeated their 2015 
triumph with a record 118 species. The Captree Counters finished right on 
Ptarmigeddon’s tarsi with 117 species, and the author’s team, the W.T. 
Hornadays, were within sight of the dense feathering on said tarsi, in third place 
with 110 species. The Seatuck Birding Challenge is sponsored by the Seatuck 
Environmental Association, a NYSOA member club. For more information, 
contact Seatuck through their website at seatuck.org. 

There were 197,000 eBird records for Kingbird Region 10 this fall season. 
The author wishes to thank Bill Ostrander, who has taken over the task of 
compiling the records in a useful format for the Kingbird Regional reports. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Italics: Sent end-of-season report. Anya Auerbach, Robert Adamo, Deborah 
Allen, Richard Aracil (RAr), Anya Auerbach, Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh, 
Catherine Barron, Rob Bate, Trudy Battaly, Ed Becher, Matthieu Benoit, Gail 
Benson, Bobby Berlingeri, Mary Beth Billerman, Sean M. Billerman, Ardith 
Bondi (ABo), Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp (BBo), Thomas W. Burke, Ben 
Cacace, Sean Camillieri, Keith Cashman, Cesar Castillo (CCo), Rich Cech, 
Anthony Ciancimino (ACi), Anthony Collerton, Barbara Connolly (BCo), Mike 
Cooper, Joseph DiCostanzo (JDi), Peter Dorosh, Dave Eib, Andrew Farnsworth, 
Ken Feustel, Suzy Feustel, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie Fischer, Brendan 
Fogarty, Doug Futuyma, Klemens Gasser, Arie Gilbert, Joe Giunta (JGi), John 
Gluth (JGD), Doug Gochfeld, Isaac Grant, Tim Healy, John Heidecker (JHr), 
Mike Higgiston, Joel Horman, Sam Jannazzo, Phil Jeffrey, Rob Jett, Ed 
Johnson, Rich Kelly, Marie King, Dave Klauber, Robert J. Kurtz, Mary Laura 
Lamont, Anthony J. Lauro, Patricia J. Lindsay, Heydi Lopes, Joshua Malbin, 
Roberta Manion, Peter Martin, Hugh McGuinness, Eric Miller, Karlo Mirth, 
Shaibal S. Mitra, Tom Moran, Pete Morris, Mary Normandia, Todd Olson, Bill 
Ostrander, Patrick Palladino (PPa), Drew Panko, Robert Paxton (RPx), Vinnie 
Pellegrino, Anders Peltomaa (APe), Stephane Perrault, Peter Post, Robert 
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Proniewych, Anne Purcell, Glen Quinn, Peter Reisfeld, Jeff Ritter, Derek 
Rogers, Jack Rothman (JRo), Karen Rubenstein (KRu), Mike Scheibel (MSch), 
Steve Schellenger (SSc), Sy Schiff (SyS), Eileen Schwinn (EiS); Avery Scott, 
John Sepenoski (JSe), Mike Shanley (MSh), John Shemilt (JSh), Sean Sime, 
Nadir Souirgi, Jordan Spindel (JSp), Jeff Stetson (JSt), Lee Stocker, Gary 
Strauss, Taylor Sturm, Paul Sweet, Robert Taylor, John Turner, Richard Veit, 
Joe Viglietta, Steve Walter, Gabriel Willow, Alex Wilson (AxW), Angus 
Wilson (AnW), Seth Ian Wollney, Byron Young, Michael Yuan, Michael Zito. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APP — Alley Pd P, QUEE; BgEg — Big Egg Marsh, Broad Channel, QUEE; 
BLSP — Belmont L SP, SUFF; BPP — Baisley Pd P, QUEE; BPT — Breezy Pt, 
QUEE; BRY — Bryant P, NEWY; CB — Cedar B, Babylon, SUFF; CCP — 
Cupsogue CP, SUFF; CHP — Conference House P, RICH; CIC — Coney I Cr/P, 
KING; CP — Central Park, NEWY; CR — Cemetery of the Resurrection, RICH; 
CRSP — Connetquot R SP, SUFF, CVP — Calvert Vaux P, KING (formerly 
Drier-Offerman P); Ed — Sod fields on Edwards Av north of Route 25, 
Riverhead, SUFF; EPCAL — Calverton Grasslands (former Grumman Property), 
Calverton, SUFF; FBF — Floyd Bennett Field, KING; FIHW -— Fire Island Hawk 
Watch, Robert Moses SP, SUFF; FKP — Fresh Kills P, RICH; FMCP — Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park, QUEE; FP — Forest Park, QUEE; FT — Fort Tilden, 
QUEE; FWP — Ft. Washington P, NEWY; GBP — Goethal’s Bridge Pd, RICH; 
GBy — Gravesend Bay, KING; GKP — Great Kills P, RICH; GWC — Green- 
wood Cemetery, KING; HLSP — Hempstead L SP, NASS; HP — Hook Pd, East 
Hampton, SUFF; HSP — Heckscher SP, SUFF; IHP — Inwood Hill P, NEWY; 
JBSP — Jones Beach SP, NASS; JBWE — West End, Jones Beach SP, NASS; 
JBWR — Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, QUEE; KP — Kissena Park, QUEE; 
Mass — Massapequa Preserve, NASS; MB — Mecox Bay/Mecox Inlet, SUFF, 
MLUA — Mt. Loretto Unique Area, RICH; MNSA — Marine Nature Study Area, 
Oceanside, NASS; MP — Montauk Pt SP, SUFF; Nick — Nickerson B, Lido B, 
NASS; NYBG — New York Botanical Garden, BRON; PB — Plumb Beach, 
KING; PBP — Pelham Bay P, BRON; PL — Patchogue L, Patchogue, SUFF; PP 
— Prospect P, KING; RI — Randall’s I, NEWY; RMSP — Robert Moses SP, 
SUFF; RP — Jacob Riis P, QUEE; Rt 105 — Sod fields south of Sound Av 
between Route 105 and Doctor’s Path, Riverhead, SUFF; Sag — Sagaponack 
Pd/Inlet, SUFF; SBC — Seatuck Birding Challenge; Shinn — Shinnecock Inlet, 
SUFF; SPCP — Smith Pt CP, SUFF; SPP — Southards Pd P, West Babylon, 
SUFF; SMSP — Sunken Meadow SP, SUFF; VCP — Van Cortlandt P, BRON; 
VSh — Venetian Shores P, Lindenhurst, SUFF; VSSP — Valley Stream SP, 
NASS; WPP — Wolfe’s Pd P, RICH. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES Greater White-fronted Goose: FT 10 Oct 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: Hendrickson P, (DG, SB, SSM), migr; BLSP 3 Nov (RBA). 
Valley Stream, NASS 1 Nov thru (TH, mob). Snow Goose: max 200 JBWR 26 Nov (JDi). 
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Brant: max 5000 JBWR 26 Nov (JD1). 
Cackling Goose: JBWE 10 Oct (TH, mob); FT 
10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM); IHP 23 Oct (Ryan 
Zucker, ph); Caumsett SP, SUFF 30 Oct (Philip 
Magnussen); Bronx Zoo, BRON 7 Nov (TO); 
Hendrickson P 13 Nov (AS) Oakleigh Av. Farm 
Field, SUFF 25 Nov (DR). 

Canada Goose: max 2000 Riverhead, SUFF 15 
Nov (SSM). 

Mute Swan: max 207 MB 6 Nov (AnW). 
Tundra Swan: Mill Dam P, Halesite, SUFF 20 
Nov (PPa) 

Wood Duck: max 51 Miller’s Pd, Smithtown, 
SUFF 8 Oct (SSM, PJL). 

Gadwall: max 213 Patchogue L, SUFF 12 Nov 
(BY). 

Eurasian Wigeon: JBWR 28 Sep — 26 Oct 
(AB, RBA); Blydenburgh CP, SUFF 8 Oct 
(RBA); Marine P, KING 15 Oct- 4 Nov 
(RBA); Miller’s Pd, Smithtown, SUFF 24 Oct 
(RBA); Fresh Pd Rd, Ft. Salonga, SUFF 26 Oct 
(RBA); Frank Melville P, Setauket, SUFF 29 
Oct — 4 Nov (RBA); Patchogue L, SUFF 6 Nov 
(KC). 

Blue-winged Teal: max 78 JBWR 7 Sep (SC). 
N. Shoveler: max 250 JBWR 29 Sep (John 
Haas). 

N. Pintail: max 20 Mill Pd, Oyster Bay, NASS 
28 Oct (BBo). 

Green-winged Teal: max 200 HLSP 19 Oct 
(EB). 

Canvasback: all reps: max 6 Seatuck Cr, 
Eastport, SUFF 6 Nov (KC); Arahamomaque 
Pd Pres, Southold, SUFF 12 Nov (P. Lauber); 
Centerport Pd, SUFF 15-20 Nov (BBo, PPa); 2 
Eastport L, SUFF 25 Nov (S. Newbert, et al.). 
Redhead: all reps: 3 HLSP 5 Nov (SSch), max 
6 Patchogue L 7 Nov (JG1); 4 L Capri, W. Islip, 
SUFF 14-24 Nov (mob); 2 JBWR 22 Nov (T. 
Van Duyne). 

Ring-necked Duck: max 40 Eastport L 25 Nov 
(S. Newbert, et al.). 

Greater Scaup: max 86 JBWR 19 Nov (CF), 
low number. 

Lesser Scaup: max 11 Swan L, Patchogue, 
SUFF 9 Nov (BY), low number. 

King Eider: fem Bayville 9-16 Nov (fide BF); 
fem Orient Pt., SUFF 11-19 Nov (JSe, SA, 
MN). 

Com. Eider: max 158 Camp Hero SP, 
Montauk, SUFF 23 Nov (KF, SF). 

Harlequin Duck: fem Jones Inlet, NASS 31 
Oct (KF, SF), thereafter 2-3 thru; fem Shinn 11- 
12 Nov (MC); 4 Orient Pt 24 Nov (JSe). 

Surf Scoter: max 1810 MP 23 Nov (KF, SF), 
large number. 
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White-winged Scoter: max 253 Orient Pt 10 
Oct (JSe). 

Black Scoter: max 4325 MP 23 Nov (KF, SF), 
large number. 

Bufflehead: max 370 PBP 26 Nov (RAr). 
Hooded Merganser: max 210 HLSP 17 Nov 
(J. Landesberg). 

Com. Merganser: 5 Dune Rd, E Quogue, 
SUFF 25 Nov (Bruce King), only rep. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 400 Annadale, 
RICH 18 Nov (SIW). 

Ruddy Duck: max 250 JBWR 14 Nov (T.B. 
Laskowski). 

N. Bobwhite: max 22 Greentree Estate, 
Manhasset, NASS (private) 24 Sep (SP, et al.); 
8 Avalon East Farm Pres, Stony Brook, SUFF 
30 Sep (MZ); introduced. 

Red-throated Loon: max 249 Hither Hills SP, 
Napeague, SUFF 27 Nov (AnW), large number. 
Com. Loon: max 111 Lido West Town P, Lido 
B, NASS 27 Nov (AnW). 

Horned Grebe: max 75 Annadale 18 Nov 
(SIW). 

Red-necked Grebe: 3 JBWE 5 Nov (M. 
Schrimpf); Fort Pd, Montauk, SUFF 24-25 Nov 
(SSM, PJL, TM) 

BLACK-CAPPED PETREL: Shinn 5 Sep 
(PJL, PM, SSM, TS), Amagansett, SUFF 5 Sep 
(AC); same bird; intro. 

Cory's Shearwater: 18 MB 5 Sep (PJL); 5 
Shinn 5 Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); 3 Tiana B, 
SUFF 5 Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); 2 
Amagansett 5 Sep (AC); intro; 3 RMSP 29 Sep 
(RBA). 

Great Shearwater: 2 Flying Pt. B, Mecox, 
SUFF 5 Sep (NS); 5 pelagic s Shinn 17 Sep 
(RBA); intro; 5 pelagic s Montauk 2 Nov 
(RBA). 

Sooty Shearwater: 2 Flying Pt B 5 Sep (NS); 2 
Amagansett 5 Sep (AC), late; intro. 

Manx Shearwater: MB 5 Sep (PJL); 4 Shinn 5 
Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); Amagansett 5 Sep 
(AC); 3 Flying Pt B 5 Sep (NS); 4 Tiana B 5 
Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); intro. 

AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER: Pelagic s 
Shinn 17 Sep (RBA). 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel: 12 pelagic s Shinn 17 
Sep (RBA). 

BROWN BOOBY: Flying Pt B 5 Sep (NS), 
pending NYSARC review. 

N. Gannet: max 7500 RMSP 5 Nov (PM, TS). 
Am. Bittern: CP 10 Sep (fide TF); 2 Tobay B, 
NASS 16 Oct (RBA). 

Least Bittern: Mill Pd P, Bellmore, NASS 11 
Sep (Mary Jane Russell). 
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Great Egret: max 176 Cedar B Marina, 
Babylon, SUFF 2 Oct (SSM, PJL), large 
number. 

Tricolored Heron: Moriches Bay, SUFF 3 Sep 
(SSM, PJL); MNSA20 Oct (SP). 

Cattle Egret: VCP 15 Oct (NS); Mt. Loretto, 
RICH 16 Oct (SIW); 1-2 FBF/FT/RP 22 Oct - 6 
Nov (RJ, PPa, mob); Caumsett SP 29 Oct (AG, 
et al.); Yaphank, SUFF 5 Nov (EiS, MH); PBP 
12 Nov (Jared Cole). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 43 
Camman’s Pd P, Merrick, NASS 20 Nov (DF), 
large number. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: max 22 
Camman’s Pd P 24 Sep (SA, MN, et al.), SBC. 
Black Vulture: FIHW 4 Sep (fide DP); 
FIHW/Oak B, Babylon, SUFF 2 Oct (fide DP, 
JGI); very rare on barrier beach; 6 CP 23 Oct 
(TF) 

Turkey Vulture: FIHW 4 Nov (fide DP), rare 
on barrier beach; 108 IHP 23 Oct (Ryan 
Zucker; 120 CP 23 Oct (TF); 26 Riverhead, 
SUFF 5 Nov (RA); large numbers. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: 349 FIHW, 1.6% above the 20-year 
average (fide DP); 101 FIHW 24 Sep (fide DP), 
large number. 
MISSISSIPPI KITE: Bronx Zoo 21 Sep (TO). 
Bald Eagle: 10 FIHW, 170% above 20-year 
average (fide DP); otherwise appx. 30 reps 
involving at least 70 individuals, incl: up to 7 
present Beaver L, Mill Neck, SUFF 1-30 Oct 
(BCo); 6 Beaver L, Mill Neck 14 Nov (MN, 
SA, BCo); feeding on Atlantic Menhaden; 4 CP 
29 Sep (fide TF); 4 CP 10 Oct (DA, et al.); 4 FT 
10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM); max 18 IHP 23 Oct 
(Ryan Zucker), large number; 8 CP 28 Oct 
(RBA). 
N. Harrier: 159 FIHW, 30% below 20-year 
average; 13 FIHW 6 Nov (fide DP); 6 FIHW 10 
Nov (fide DP); large numbers for date. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 195 FIHW, 44% below 
20-year average; 9 FIHW 10 Nov (fide DP), 
large number for date. 
Cooper's Hawk: 55 FIHW, 63% above 20-year 
average. 
N. Goshawk: 2 FIHW 28 Oct (fide DP); PBP 
20 Nov (MB, RAr); JBWE 26 Nov (SyS, JGi). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: CP 23 Oct (TF). 
Broad-winged Hawk: 2 FT 10 Oct (DG, SB, 
SSM), rare on barrier beach. 
Red-tailed Hawk: 6 FIHW, 35-year maximum 
(fide DP). 
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Rough-legged Hawk: Mott Lane Marsh, 
Brookhaven, SUFF 8 Nov (DR); Town Lane, 
Amagansett, SUFF 19 Nov (KRu); Sammy’s 
Beach, East Hampton, SUFF 14 Nov (AA); 
JBSP 24 Nov (AnW). 

Virginia Rail: CP 9-22 Sep (fide APe, RBA); 
PP 20 Oct (fide JM). 

Sora: JBWE 13 Sep (BF); Dune Rd, E. 
Quogue, SUFF 18 Sep (RBA). 

Com. Moorhen: 2 River Rd, RICH 3-10 Sep 
(ACi, IG); 2 Mass 20-24 Sep (RT, mob), 1 thru 
28 Sep (RBA). 

Am. Avocet: 3 North Channel Bridge, Howard 
Beach, QUEE 3 Sep (DF). 

Am. Oystercatcher: max 800 JBWE 24 Sep 
(SP), large number. 

Am. Golden-Plover: 64 Baiting Hollow, 
Riverhead, SUFF 2 Sep (RA, AC); max 70 
Baiting Hollow 3 Sep (RJK); 30 Rt 105 3 Sep 
(RBA); 60 Baiting Hollow 4 Sep (MC); 8 Nick 
8 Sep (PP); JBWR 24 Sep (SSM, PIL, et al.), 
SBC; 2 MB 25 Sep (MY); JBWE 10 Oct (TH); 
FT/FBF 10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM, RBA), flyover; 
11 Baiting Hollow 10 Oct (RA). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 20 RMSP 9 Oct (RBA), 
late, unusual loc. 

Upland Sandpiper: Tribute in Light Memorial 
at World Trade Center, NEWY 12 Sep (Ben 
Barkley). 

Whimbrel: CCP 11 Sep (AB); 2 CCP 12 Sep 
(LS); GKP 1 Oct (ACi). 

Hudsonian Godwit: MB 6 Sep (KF, EiS, 
mob). 

Marbled Godwit: max 13 Old Inlet, Bellport 
Bay, SUFF 2 Sep (DR), large number; Nick 2 
Sep (PP, ABo); Fire I Inlet, SUFF 17 Sep —2 
Oct (JGI, mob); 3 Ruffle Bar, Jamaica Bay, 
KING 17 Sep — 16 Oct (MB); JBWE 21 Oct 
(DK, mob); 2 Shinn 3 Nov (RBA); 2 Ruffle Bar 
13 Nov (MB). 

Red Knot: 160 Camp Anchor, Lido B, NASS 8 
Sep (BF); 158 CCP 11 Sep (AB); max 250 Pt. 
Lookout, NASS 2 Oct (AB, RK). 

Stilt Sandpiper: 3 JBWE 2 Sep (KF, SF), 
unusual loc; max 4 JBWR 20 Sep (SS), low 
number. 

Baird's Sandpiper: 2 Rt 105 3 Sep (RBA); 
JBWE 4 Sep (RT); Sag 5 Sep (PJL); 2 BPT 5 
Sep (AB); Tiana B 5 Sep (RBA); JBWR 17 Oct 
(SW, TWB, GB, mob), late, one-eyed, taken & 
shared by two peregrines. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: appx 15 reps; max 
11 MB 5 Sep (PJL, et al.); 2 MB 5 Nov (KF, 
SF), last. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 2 Rt 105 2 Sep (DF, 
RJK); 2 JBWE 2 Sep (KF, SF); 3 Baiting 
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Hollow 2 Sep (EiS, et al.), max 17 Riverhead, 
Edwards Ave east to Rt 105 3 Sep (KF, SF); 10 
Baiting Hollow 3 Sep (RBA); 6 Rt 105 4 Sep 
(MC); Miller Field, RICH 5 Sep (SIW); 3 
JBWE 7 Sep (BF, et a/.); PB 10 Sep (RJ); 10 
Baiting Hollow 10 Sep (KC). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 3 JBWR 28 Sep (AB); 2 
FT 10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM); PB 23 Oct (RBA). 
Western Sandpiper: 2 JBWE 2 Sep (KF, SF); 
CCP 12 Sep (LS). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Richmond Cr., RICH 
3 Sep (ACi), 2 JBWR 28 Sep (AB); 2-10 
Santapogue Cr., Babylon, SUFF 12-30 Oct 
(PM, RBA, SA, MN). 

Wilson's Phalarope: Cow Meadow P, 
Freeport, NASS 8 Oct (GS). 

Red-necked Phalarope: JBWE 7 Sep (Glen 
Wilson, mob); 6 pelagic s Shinn 17 Sep (RBA). 
Pomarine Jaeger: JBWE 5 Sep (SMB, MBB), 
intro; RMSP 29 Sep (SSM), very rare from 
shore. 

Parasitic Jaeger: 4 Flying Pt B 5 Sep (NS); 
Shinn 5 Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); Ama 5 Sep 
(AC); 6 Tiana B 5 Sep (PJL, PM, SSM, TS); 
RMSP 24 Sep (SSM, PJL, et al.), SBC; 2 
RMSP 25 Sep (KF); FIHW 26 Sep (RJK); 
pelagic s Montauk 2 Nov (RBA); MP 11 Nov 
(KF, SF). 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER: 3 pelagic s Shinn 
17 Sep (RBA). 

Razorbill: Montauk, SUFF 25 Nov (KG). 
Black-legged Kittiwake: 8 pelagic s Montauk 
2 Nov (RBA). 

Bonaparte's Gull: max 518 Ama 5 Nov 
(AnW). 

Little Gull: 1* win MP 23 Nov (KF, SF). 
Laughing Gull: max 3500 FT 10 Oct (DG, SB, 
SSM); 3000 PB 25 Oct (SSM). 

FRANKLIN'S GULL (R10): WPP 4 Oct 
(ACi), ph. 

Iceland Gull: PBP 20 Nov (MB, RAr). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Appx 30 reps incl: 
8 JBSP 5 Sep (BF, SMB); 8 RMSP 19 Sep 
(SSM), 1 juv, 2 1° sum/2 win, 5 imm; 10 JBWE 
20 Sep (SyS); Pt Lookout 24 Sep (SA, MN, et 
al.), SBC; 15 barrier beach RMSP to JBWE 29 
Sep (SSM), all imm; max 40 barrier beach, Pt. 
Lookout to RMSP 30 Sep (RBA); 2 Randall’s I, 
NEWY 9 Oct (RBA); 15 JBSP 9 Oct (RBA); 6 
JBWE 31 Oct (KF, SF). 

Glaucous Gull: Lido B 13 Nov (BF, TH). 
Gull-billed Tern: JBWE 4 Sep (RJK); Black 
Wall Marsh, Jamaica Bay, KING 10 Sep (MB). 
Caspian Tern: 2 JBWE 4 Sep (RT); MB 5 Sep 
(PJL); 2 BPT 5-14 Sep (AB); JBWR 8 Sep 
(SC); 4 JBWR 20 Sep (RBA); MB 25 Sep 
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(MY); WPP 2 Oct (SIW); 2 JBWE 4 Oct (TH); 
2 RMSP 9 Oct (RBA); GKP 31 Oct (RV), late. 
Black Tern: MB 5 Sep (PJL); 7 Shinn 5 Sep 
(PJL, TS, PM); max 20 Tiana B 5 Sep (RBA); 
16 Flying Pt B 5 Sep (NS); intro JBWE 28 Sep 
(BF); FT 10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM), late. 
Roseate Tern: JBSP 5 Sep (SMB, BF). 

Royal Tern: appx 40 reps incl: 17 Davis P, 
Patchogue, SUFF 6 Sep (JHr), unusual loc; 96 
CCP 17 Sep (RBA); 3 Black Wall Marsh 10 
Sep (MB), unusual loc; max 234 Old Inlet, 
Bellport Bay 11 Sep (AnW, DR); 2 JBSP 24 
Sep (SA, MN, et al.), SBC; 3 HSP 24 Sep (SA, 
MN, et al.), SBC; 38 Midland B, RICH 28 Sep 
(CB); 14 Goldsmith’s Inlet, Southold, SUFF 25 
Oct (RBA), unusual loc; 88 PB 25 Sep (SSM): 
25 FT/RP 29 Oct (SA, CF); 2 Iron Pier, 
Northville, SUFF 6 Nov (KC); GKP 14 Nov 
(TF), last. 

SANDWICH TERN: imm Great Gull I, SUFF 
7 Sep (RBA). 

Black Skimmer: max 350 B 59" St., 
Rockaway, QUEE 5 Sep (CF). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE: FIHW 25 Oct 
(RJK). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: DOP 4 Nov (RBA), 
late. 

Snowy Owl: JBWE 23-27 Nov (mob). 
Long-eared Owl: No reps. 

Short-eared Owl: BPT 21-22 Nov (R. Ellard, 
IG), only rep. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: no reps. 

Com. Nighthawk: appx 20 reps incl: 13 
Greentree Estate 1 Sep (SP), max 86 Cow 
Harbor P, Northport, SUFF 8 Sep (PPa); 39 
Greentree Estate 7 Sep (SP), noted both feeding 
and migr; 25 Wading R, SUFF 7 Oct (DK); 60 
Mill Pd, Setauket, SUFF 8 Oct (JT, et al.). 

E. Whip-poor-will: EPCAL 3 Sep (AnW). 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: MNSA 6 Oct 
(fide SyS), ph. 

RUFOUS/A LLEN’ S HUMMINGBIRD: 
RMSP 23 Oct (BBo, TS); Aquebogue, SUFF 22 
Nov thru (fide EiS), present for appx one month 
prior. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Greentree Estate 7 
Sep (SP); CP 12-18 Sep (SC, mob); 2 CP 18-28 
Oct (fide DA, TF, RBA), ad & imm, imm thru 
11 Nov; MLUA 23-30 Oct (HF, mob); imm 
JBWE 31 Oct (KF, SF); ad KP 31 Oct thru 
(CCo, mob); RMSP 2 Nov (RBA); Owl’s Head 
P, KING 4 Nov (RBA); imm KP 6 Nov (CF); 
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ad Blydenburgh CP, Smithtown, SUFF 18-26 
Nov (VP, TM); imm SMSP 19 Nov (RBA). 
PILEATED WOODPECKER (R10): CR/Mt. 
Loretto thru incl 2 CR 24 Nov (ACi). 

Am. Kestrel: 300 FIHW, 67% below 20-year 
average (fide DP). 

Merlin: 1016 FIHW, 22% below 20-year 
average (fide DP); 17 FIHW 6 Nov (fide DP), 
large number for date. 

Peregrine Falcon: 121 FIHW, 37% below 20- 
year average. 

Monk Parakeet: max 52 Valley Stream 
Village Hall P, Valley Stream, NASS 13 Nov 
(RJK). 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: PP 8 Sep (RBA); 
Mass 21 Sep (RT), late. 

Alder Flycatcher: Uplands Farm Pres, Cold 
Spring Harbor, SUFF 20 Sep (DR). 
“EMPIDONAX SP.” FLYCATCHER: CP 28 
Oct (mob), ph DA. 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER: WPP 1- 
2 Nov (MSh, mob); Lido West Town P 13 Nov 
thru (BB, mob); Bushwick Inlet, Williamsburg, 
KING 19-20 Nov (fide PS). 

Western Kingbird: JBWE 19 Nov (KF, mob), 
only rep. 

N. Shrike: no reps. 

White-eyed Vireo: CP 24 Oct (L. Hertzog, ph), 
late. 

Philadelphia Vireo: at least 15 reps involving 
at least 21 ind incl 4 CP 15 Sep (fide TF), large 
number. 

Com. Raven: widespread reps thru, mostly 1-2 
birds; FIHW 11 Oct (RJK); RMSP 12 Sep (KF, 
SF); 2 FIHW 25 Sep (RJK); rare on barrier 
beach; pr present Bloomfield, RICH noted 1 
Oct (DE); pr present Sands Pt Pres, NASS 25 
Sep — 31 Oct (GQ); pr present Bush Terminal 
Piers P, KING thru; 3 Queens Hospital Center, 
Flushing, QUEE 17 Oct (CF); max 7 SMSP 26 
Oct, large number. 

Purple Martin: max 12 Great Gull I 1 Sep 
(JDi). 

Cliff Swallow: Orient Pt 20 Nov (JSe), late. 
CAVE SWALLOW: FIHW 6 Nov (RBA), 
only rep. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: widespread irruption 
noted from early Sep; max 175 RMSP 29 Oct 
(TS), large number. 

Marsh Wren: 2 Greentree 11 Oct (SP), 
unusual loc. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: CP 16 Oct (JSp); 
Randall’s I 28 Nov (TF); late. 


The Kingbird 2017 March; 67 (1) 


Gray-cheeked Thrush: appx 15 reps 7 Sep — 
19 Oct, max 2. 

Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: 6 reps 10 

Sep — 25 Oct. 

Am. Pipit: max 122 RMSP 31 Oct (KF, SF). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: JBWE 30 Oct (fide JV); 2 
JBWE 31 Oct (KF, SF); 3 JBWE 3 Nov (RP); 
max 6 JBWE 8-24 Nov (mob); 2 FBF 17 Nov 
(IG); Miller Field 19 Nov (ACi, MK). 
Louisiana Waterthrush: CLP 2-3 Sep (HF, G. 
Boquio); PP 8 Sep (K. Toomey, G. Keri); Dam 
Pd, E. Marion, SUFF 11 Sep (JSe), rare on 
eastern L.I., late. 

Golden-winged Warbler: CP 3-4 Sep (TF), 
PBP 5 Sep (JRo); Oakland L, Bayside, QUEE 6 
Oct (Irene Bareis). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: appx 20 reps, first 
PP 8 Sep (RBA), early. 

Connecticut Warbler: APP 2 Sep (fide PR); 
CP 6 Sep (JSp, mob); CP 9 Sep (fide TF); PP 15 
Sep (SS); PBP 21 Sep (MB); CP 21 Sep (JRo, 
et al.),; World Trade Center, NEWY 22 Sep 
(BC, mob); Garvies Pt Pres, Glen Cove, NASS 
23 Sep (fide BF); CP 24 Sep (RBA); CP 28 Sep 
(RBA); MLUA 3 Oct (JSt); Trinity Church, 
NEWY 11 Oct (BC). 

Mourning Warbler: JBWE 22-23 Oct (KC, 
TH), ph, late. 

Hooded Warbler: appx 10 reps incl fem 
MLUA 3 Oct (RV), late. 

“A UDUBON’S” YELLOW-RUMPED 
WARBLER: RMSP 6 Nov (TS). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: 16 reps incl: Trinity 
Church 3 Nov thru (BC, mob); St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, NEWY 8-28 Nov (SS, PP, mob); 
unusual locs. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Clay-colored Sparrow: appx 15 reps, fewer 
than recent years, incl: KP 24 Sep (RBA); 
Greentree Estate 6 Oct (SP); 2 JBWE 14-15 Oct 
(MZ, RC); RMSP 29-30 Oct (MN, SA), last. 
Vesper Sparrow: CP 25 Sep (fide TF); CP 4 
Oct (fide TF); KP 16 Oct (PR); JBWE 25-26 
Oct (DK, MZ); 3 KP 30 Oct (PR, JR, et al.); PP 
5 Nov (RBA); KP 5-6 Nov (PR, CF); JBWE 5- 
11 Nov (TH, BF, MZ); Willow L, Flushing, 
QUEE 11-27 Nov (CF, SA); Caumsett SP 17 
Nov (RT). 

Lark Sparrow: more than usual: RMSP 2 Sep 
(SSM); GWC 17 Sep (JM); FIHW 18-22 Sep 
(MN, RBA); Gilgo B, Babylon, SUFF 2 Oct 
(RPx); CP 4 Oct (fide TF); GWC 13 Oct 
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(RBA); JBSP 15 Oct (KF); Garden City, NASS 
2 Nov (RBA). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Ft. Wadsworth, RICH 
11-13 Oct (IG). 

Nelson’s Sparrow: max 9 PB 11 Oct (SB); 3 
Greentree Estate 11 Oct (SP); GWC 7 Nov 
(SS); unusual locs. 

Song Sparrow: 214 Greentree Estate 11 Oct 
(SP), large number. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: appx 40 reps incl: CP 3 
Sep (TF), early; Greentree Estate 24 Sep (SP, et 
al.), SBC; 2 Greentree Estate 6-11 Oct (SP); 
World Trade Center 17 Oct (BC), unusual loc. 
Summer Tanager: JBWE 26 Sep (RBA), ph; 
CP 9 Oct (RBA). 

Scarlet Tanager: CP 26 Oct (fide TF), late. 
WESTERN TANAGER: City Hall P, NEWY 
22 Nov thru (Cedric Duhade, mob), ph; ad m 
CHP 24-28 Nov (SIW, DE, mob). 

Blue Grosbeak: appx 15 reps incl: 5 
MLUA/CHP 13 Sep (RV), large number; 2 
Greentree Estate 15 Sep (SP); 3 Greentree 
Estate 11 Oct (SP). 

Dickcissel: more than usual: RMSP 8 Sep 
(RBA); JBWE 12 Sep (TH); RMSP 12 Sep 
(KF, SF); RMSP 25 Sep (PJL, SA, mob); CHP 
1 Oct (ACi); JBWE 4 Oct (TH); Greentree 
Estate 11 Oct (SP); JBWE 15 Oct (KF); 
Chandler Estate, Mt. Sinai, SUFF 26 Oct 
(Aidan Perkins); Mill Dam P, Huntington, 
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SUFF 28 Oct (PPa); RMSP 29 Oct (RBA); CP 
30 Oct (RBA); Coney I Cr, KING 4 Nov 
(RBA); WPP 19 Nov (ACi). 

Rusty Blackbird: max 55 migr FT 10 Oct 
(DG, SB, SSM). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: max 180 Captree I, SUFF 
2 Oct (SSM, PJL). 

Orchard Oriole: CP 14 Sep (fide TF); Barrett 
B, Fire I, SUFF 25 Sep (DR); late. 

Purple Finch: widespread in good numbers 
thru; over 40 reps incl: 3 RMSP 2 Sep (SSM); 
max 63 migr FT 10 Oct (DG, SB, SSM); 20 
MLUA/CHP 30 Oct (RV); 20 migr JBWE 31 
Oct (SA); 15 CHP 5 Nov (RV). 

Red Crossbill: a few migr late in the season: 
FIHW 17 Nov (RJK); JBWE 18 Nov (BF); 5-6 
JBWE 19 Nov (RBA); Lido B 23 Nov 
(Menachem Goldstein); 7 JBWE 27 Nov 
(SSch). 

Com. Redpoll: 3 E 52 St., NEWY 23 Nov 
(AF), unusual loc. 

Pine Siskin: migr in very small numbers, e.g. 4 
RMSP 25 Sep (SSM, et al.); MLUA 26 Oct 
(RV); 3 JBWE 31 Oct (SA); 3 JBWE 5 Nov 
(TH, BF); max 16 RMSP 23 Nov (BBo); JBWE 
27 Nov (SW). 

Am. Goldfinch: max 908 RMSP 12 Nov 
(SSM). 

EVENING GROSBEAK (R10): ad m GWC 7 
Nov (SS, et al.). 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! — details seen by Regional Editor; ad — adult; Alt — 
Alternate plumage; Am. — American; arr — arrival or first of season; BBS — 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS — bird of the season; CBC — Christmas Bird 
Count; CO — confirmed nesting; Com. — Common; E. — Eastern; FL — fledgling; 
FY — adult feeding young; I — Island; imm — immature; intro — see introduction 
to report; juv — juvenile; L — Lake; max — maximum; mob — multiple observers; 
N. — Northern; NYSDEC — New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR — National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC — report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P — park; Pd — Pond; ph — photographed; 
Pt — Point; Res — Reservoir; Ri — River; SP — State Park; spm — specimen; subad 
— subadult; T — Town of; thru — throughout period; Twn — township; W. — 
Western; WMA — Wildlife Management Area; y — young. 


REPORTING REGIONS 


Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 
the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 
NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 
the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 
the boundary is NY Route 31. 


REPORTING DEADLINES 


Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE AVIAN 
RECORDS COMMITTEE: ADDITION OF FIVE NEW 
SPECIES TO THE NEW YORK CHECKLIST 


The following five additions to the Checklist of the Birds of New York State 
were reviewed and accepted under NYSARC’s Accelerated Review Policy that 
prioritizes well-documented sightings of species not previously recorded in the 
State. Since our last special report, the American Ornithological Society (AOS, 
formerly AOU) has demoted Thayer’s Gull back to subspecific status as part of 
Iceland Gull, Larus glaucoides thayeri. Also, one of the additions, Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher, replaces the previously accepted species pair of Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran Flycatcher and thus does not increase the NYS list total in 
itself. Therefore, the net additions bring the State list to 493 species. Finally, one 
species was added to New York’s Hypothetical List. Full details of the sightings 
and criteria for acceptance are provided in the narratives below. 

We are grateful to those contributors who provided written reports, 
photographs, sketches and/or video recordings, and other documentation. The 
Committee also wishes to thank Matthew Medler and Shaibal Mitra (College of 
Staten Island, NY) for information that was used during the review process or 
preparation of this report. 


2016 Report Accepted 


Garganey (Spatula querquedula) 

2016-21-A/D, One, Knox-Marcellus Marsh, Montezuma NWR, Town of Tyre, 
Seneca, 5, 8, 12 Jun, (Kimberly Sucy, Sean Sime, Richard Guthrie, Dominic 
Sherony; ph K. Sucy, Douglas Happ); eBird records 5-8, 10-12 Jun 


On the morning of 5 June, 2016, Jay McGowan and Livia Santana were birding 
along the locally well-known and heavily rutted dirt Towpath Road at 
Montezuma NWR, when they found an adult male Garganey. McGowan sent 
out text and email alerts immediately, allowing dozens of birders the opportunity 
to see this bird that day, as well as for more than a week afterward. Most of the 
sightings on subsequent days were from the west side of the same impoundment, 
where the duck was much more distant. 

Adult males are quite distinctive, and the identification was never in 
question. As with many species of waterfowl, initial reports for states and 
provinces have been questioned due to unknown provenance and the possibility 
of escape from waterfowl collections. However, Garganey has shown a pattern 
of vagrancy since the first North American record in 1957 from North Carolina 
(Howell et al. 2014). North American records increased rapidly from the 1970s 
through the 1990s but have declined markedly in western North America since, 
though they seem to be occurring at about the same rate in eastern North 
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America in recent years (Howell et al. 2014). Despite an established pattern of 
vagrancy, observers should still look for possible signs of captivity when 
reporting this species, as with any vagrant waterfowl. The main indication of 
this possibility for a Garganey would likely be a colored band on one of the legs. 
Given the distances involved with viewing this bird and that it was usually in 
water or partially obscured by vegetation, seeing a band would have been 
difficult. Nobody reported seeing a band, either in reports submitted to 
NYSARC or in eBird reports, and given the established vagrancy pattern for the 
species, the Committee was comfortable accepting this first record for New 
York. A quick check of eBird reveals records from several nearby states and 
provinces, including Ohio, Ontario, Quebec, Vermont, Massachusetts, and New 
Jersey. 

Garganey breeds across the mid latitudes of Europe to eastern Russia and 
winters south of the Sahara Desert in Africa, India, and southeast Asia (Howell 
et al. 2014; Beaman and Madge 1998). The main theory for how a vagrant might 
reach eastern North America involves fall migrants heading south or southwest 
toward Africa, drifting out over the Atlantic and being pushed by easterly trade 
winds until they make landfall in the Caribbean or northern South America. In 
the spring they would head north with their congeners, such as Blue-winged 
Teal (A. discors), and reach North America. This would also help to explain why 
records almost always involve single birds—since this species pairs up on the 
wintering grounds, if wintering outside its normal range, it is unlikely to 
encounter a prospective mate to migrate north with in the spring. Away from 
Alaska, virtually all North American records involve males during March-June 
(Howell et al. 2014). This may have to do with birder awareness plus the much 
more difficult identification challenge that females pose. The early June sighting 
of the bird at Montezuma fits into the pattern of spring discovery, though the 
date is later than almost all other occurrences south of Canada. 

This is not the first report of Garganey that NYSARC has reviewed. On 16 
April, 1993, the late Bill Watson discovered a male at Tonawanda WMA in 
Genesee County. The bird was reported through April 19. The record (1993-19- 
A/D) was accepted for the identification but the origin was considered uncertain 
(Andrle et al. 1995). In the Region 1 report in The Kingbird, it states that 
“apparently this bird (and a Whooper Swan seen nearby) escaped from an area 
collector during the March blizzard” (Rising 1993). However, Andrle et al. 
(1995) reject this, stating “A rumor that a drake Garganey had been lost from a 
nearby private collection shortly before this observation was made is untrue 
(fide Ned Brinkley)”. Nevertheless, at a time when the vagrancy pattern of 
Garganey was not as well known, NYSARC chose to place the record in the 
Origins Uncertain category. 
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2015 Reports Accepted 


Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 

2015-22-A/C One, Gardiner County Park and Thorne Preserve, Suffolk, 20, 21 
May 2015 (Derek H. Rogers, Pete Morris, Michael S. Scheibel; ph D. Rogers, P. 
Morris, M. Scheibel) 


While at Gardiner County Park near Bay Shore, Long Island, Pete Morris was 
recording Saltmarsh Sparrows (Ammodramus caudacutus) when he noticed a 
white egret that he assumed would be a Snowy Egret (E. thula). However, 
looking more closely, he noticed that the lores seemed dark, a feature that he 
knew to be consistent with Little Egret and not Snowy Egret. Having only 
brought binoculars and not being able to approach the bird any closer, he phoned 
Ken Feustel, who he convinced to come over and bring a spotting scope. Before 
Ken arrived, the bird flew up into a tree, and Morris was sure that he had seen 
two long head plumes catch in the wind as it landed, another strong feature 
suggesting Little Egret in breeding plumage. When Feustel arrived, the bird was 
more distant but the two found it in the scope and agreed that it looked really 
good, before the bird disappeared toward the adjacent Thorne Preserve. 
Although the Thorne Preserve was inaccessible to the general public due to a 
gated private community blocking the only access, Derek Rogers, as the 
preserve manager, was one of the few people who had access. Rogers arrived, 
picked up Morris and Feustel, and drove over to the preserve, where the three 
enjoyed much better views than were had at Gardiner Park and obtained 
excellent photographs, confirming the identification. Numerous birders were 
able to see the bird back at Gardiner Park the following day. 

Identification of Little Egret in North America is mostly a matter of 
separation from Snowy Egret. The color of the loral skin differs and Little Egret 
has just two head plumes, as already mentioned, which are the two key features. 
However, there are also slight structural differences, which can be seen when 
one has a good comparison to a nearby Snowy Egret, as these observers did. The 
possibility of a hybrid Snowy X Little Egret should also be considered, as at 
least one such apparent individual has been recorded in the Northeast (Perkins 
1995). The reports submitted by Morris and Rogers, in particular, were 
commendably thorough and included a discussion of how Snowy Egret and a 
hybrid could be ruled out. 

Little Egret breeds and winters in southern Europe and Africa, as well as 
southern Asia and Japan south to Australia. Since the mid 1990s it has bred in 
the southeastern Caribbean. There are about 30-40 records up to 2014 from the 
mid-Atlantic states northward to Newfoundland, with most of those along the 
coast (Howell et al. 2014, eBird). Most records in the Northeast are in mid-April 
to July and April to September on the mid-Atlantic coast (Howell et al. 2014). 
The mechanism for vagrancy to North America could involve spring overshoots, 
as the timing of birds arriving in spring in Iceland and Newfoundland is similar. 
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Equally plausible is that birds from Europe overshoot their wintering areas in 
Africa and ride the trade winds to northeastern South America and nearby 
islands, such as Trinidad and Barbados. Then in spring, they would migrate 
north and reach North America, perhaps in the company of returning Snowy 
Egrets, Little Blue (E. caerulea), or Tricolored (E. tricolor) Herons (Howell et 
al. 2014). With the species now breeding in the Caribbean, records in North 
America could continue to increase. New York’s first record involved a bird 
along the coast in May and thus fits perfectly within the established pattern of 
vagrancy for this species. Little Egret has long been considered overdue to occur 
in the state. In “Predictions of species to be added to the New York State 
checklist — v. 4.0”, Little Egret was the runaway top vote-getter (Gochfeld 
2010). 


Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) 

2015-4-A/B One, Doodletown, Bear Mountain State Park, Rockland, 5 Jan 
2015 (Edwin McGowan, Gerhard Patsch), 2015-12-A One, Montgomery, 
Orange, 10, 12 Apr 2015 (Kenneth McDermott; ph K. McDermott); 2015-66-A 
One, Seaford, Nassau, 10 Jan 2015 (Steve Schellenger; ph Charles Sammut) 


Prior to 1994 there were no records of Crested Caracara in the East north of 
Florida. Prior to 2003, there were only three records. Now, there are over three 
dozen (eBird), though there is likely to be some duplication with such a 
conspicuous species. Even those who delve deeply into the topic had no idea 
that this was about to happen. That is, not a single prognosticator chose it in the 
2010 predictions of next species to be added to the New York checklist 
(Gochfeld 2010). With such a surge of new records in the last ten years, it is 
easy to see now why we have added Crested Caracara to the list of New York 
avifauna. For good measure, we actually added three records of this species in 
2015. 

Only the Orange County record was unanimously accepted by the 
Committee. This is, perhaps, easy to understand as that bird, discovered by Curt 
McDermott and viewed by scores of birders over its one-week stay, was very 
well documented with photographs. The other two earlier sightings were each 
accepted by a vote of 6-1. The bird at Doodletown was viewed by experienced 
hawk-watchers as it soared overhead. Edwin McGowan, Gerhard Patsch, and 
David Baker knew very quickly that this was an unusual bird and were even 
suspecting that it was this species before they lost sight of it after about 30-40 
seconds. Immediately after watching it, they confirmed their tentative 
identification by checking their field guides. The record at Seaford, on Long 
Island, was submitted by Steve Schellenger, on behalf of his acquaintance, 
Charles Sammut. Sammut noticed the bird on his neighbor’s fence and snapped 
a couple of photographs, which he forwarded to Schellenger. The bird was in a 
heavily suburbanized area, where the possibility that it was an escape would be 
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considered greater than had it been found in a more rural area. However, with 
the explosion of records of this species in recent years, in addition to the two 
New York records mentioned above, the Committee was comfortable accepting 
this one as well. There exists the possibility that only one or two birds were 
involved in the three New York records, given the relatively close proximity in 
dates and locations. The Orange County bird was missing its left eye, which 
would make for a distinctive marker. Obviously, however, this could not be seen 
on the Doodletown bird, which was flying overhead, and the photos of the Long 
Island bird do not show the left side of the head. So, without specific evidence 
that only one or two birds were involved, the Committee decided to treat all 
three records separately. 


Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 

2015-56-A/D One, Central Park, Manhattan, New York, New York, 18, 21, 22 
Nov 2015 (Peter Paul, Jack Rothman, Ardith Bondi, Richard Guthrie; audio P. 
Paul, video Tim Healy, ph Robert Rovulo, A. Bondi, R. Guthrie); eBird records 
21-23 Nov 


Discovered in venerable Central Park on 18 November by Robert Rovulo, who 
alerted nearby birders Jack Rothman and Brendan Keogh, this yellowish, 
crested, and obviously molting Empidonax flycatcher was initially identified as 
a Yellow-bellied (Æ. flaviventris), the only regularly occurring Empidonax in the 
East that is so strongly yellow below. After posting the sighting to the birding 
lists, it was suggested that one of the two “Western” Flycatchers was just as 
likely this late in the year, and Rovulo’s photos seemed to support that option. 
“Western” Flycatcher refers to the old name, before Pacific-slope and 
Cordilleran (E. occidentalis) Flycatchers were split into two species by the 
AOU, and it is still a useful moniker for this notoriously difficult-to-identify 
species pair. Unfortunately, the bird was not seen in subsequent days and for the 
most part forgotten, until Peter Paul relocated it on 21 November. Over the 
course of the next three days the flycatcher was extensively photographed and, 
most importantly, its vocalizations were also recorded. While visual separation 
of “Western” Flycatcher from Yellow-bellied Flycatcher can be done with care, 
separating one of the “Western” Flycatchers from the other is not considered 
safe without hearing the call or, for some individuals, obtaining measurements 
in the hand. And since the two species are known to hybridize (Rush et al. 
2009), even the call cannot be considered diagnostic to species, as a hybrid 
could conceivably give the call of either species. Like most of the stray 
“Western” Flycatchers before it, the Central Park bird appeared doomed to be 
left unidentified to species. 

Like many other birders, Nathan Goldberg had ventured to Central Park to 
see the “Western” Flycatcher, but when he noticed the bird defecate on a leaf, he 
opportunistically collected the leaf with the dropping. Goldberg and Nicholas 
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Mason conducted an analysis of the mitochondrial DNA from the fecal sample 
obtained by Goldberg. They concluded that the haplotype representing the 
Central Park fecal sample was embedded within existing EF. difficilis (Pacific- 
slope Flycatcher) haplotypes and was divergent from ŒE. occidentalis 
(Cordilleran Flycatcher) (Goldberg and Mason 2017). Thus, their analysis 
supported the identification of the bird as a Pacific-slope Flycatcher, though a 
hybrid still could not be completely ruled out. 

The photographs obtained, showing a ragged crest, tear-drop shaped eye- 
ring, brownish wings, and secondary edging that extended very close to the 
greater coverts (see Baumann et al. 2014 for a discussion of the latter field 
mark) were sufficient to rule out a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. The recorded 
vocalizations were also not appropriate for Yellow-bellied. The overwhelming 
consensus of those who listened to the recordings was that they closely matched 
the slurred rising vocalization of a Pacific-slope Flycatcher and not the two-part 
call of a Cordilleran Flycatcher. In addition, the spectrogram was a match for 
Pacific-slope as well. Even though a hybrid cannot be ruled out with complete 
confidence, given the preponderance of evidence, the Committee voted to accept 
the Central Park bird as New York’s first Pacific-slope Flycatcher. 

“Western” Flycatchers have been recorded about 14 times in the East from 
North Carolina northward (eBird). Six of those, including the Central Park bird, 
are believed to be Pacific-slope Flycatchers. There are no records of Cordilleran 
Flycatcher shown in eBird anywhere east of the Mississippi River in North 
America. Dates of occurrence for “Western” Flycatcher in the East range from 
mid November to mid January, with the great majority of records between mid 
November and mid December (eBird). The Committee wishes to acknowledge 
and thank Nathan Goldberg and Nicholas Mason for allowing us to review their 
paper prior to publication. In addition, Douglas Futuyma and Josh Dubnau were 
most generous in helping us to interpret this very technical paper. Shai Mitra 
also provided helpful comments. 


Bronzed Cowbird (Molothrus aeneus) 
2015-51-A, Norfolk, St. Lawrence, 16-28 Oct (Nora Lee; ph N. Lee) 


Although only a casual birder, Nora Lee still recognized that a blackbird that 
appeared in her yard in northern St. Lawrence County was different than the 
grackles and starlings that she normally sees. She was able to figure out that it 
was a Bronzed Cowbird, and she was also able to take some photographs. She 
even reported it to eBird, and the bird remained around her property for nearly 
two weeks! With eBird alerts, the situation was ripe for Ms. Lee to be receiving 
visits from numerous birders interested in adding the species to their state and 
life lists. And such would have been the happy outcome were it not for a minus 
sign. Apparently, Ms. Lee left it off of the longitude when she manually entered 
the GPS coordinates. As a result, the sighting appeared to be in Kazakhstan! By 
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the time the mistake was noticed by eBird administrators and the sighting 
showed up in Jeff Bolsinger’s St. Lawrence County eBird review queue, it was 
too late, as the bird had apparently moved on, though Bolsinger made some 
effort to look for the bird himself. 

Ms. Lee’s photographs show enough features that the Committee was fully 
confident that the identification was correct. The bird’s relatively short tail, 
heavy bill, red eyes, neck ruff, and blue in the wings can all be seen in her 
photos. Bronzed Cowbird was not a species on most people’s radar to make it to 
New York, although it was on one prognosticator’s list to appear in the state in 
each of the last two compilations (Gochfeld 2010, Gochfeld 2016). Bronzed 
Cowbird is a species of the Southwest and the Deep South in the U.S. There are 
only three other eBird records east of the Mississippi River: 22 Nov, 2008-4 Jan, 
2009 in Charleston, South Carolina; 24-28 Oct, 2010 in Rockland, Maine; and 
1-2 Apr, 2012 in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. Unlike the New York record, all three 
of these were near the coast. In addition, all three are supported by clear 
photographs. However, Bronzed Cowbird is not included on the official South 
Carolina checklist as of the 2016 South Carolina Bird Records Committee 
annual report (https://www.carolinabirdclub.org/bre/checklist_of South _Carolina_birds.html). 


Species Accepted to the Hypothetical List 


Carolina Parakeet (Conuropsis carolinensis) 

1780-1-A Unspecified number, 25 miles northwest of Albany, Jan 1780 (B. S. 
Barton); 13, Buffalo, Erie, unspecified date (David F. Day); West Seneca, Erie, 
unspecified date and number (David F. Day); documentation for these reports 
submitted by Kathryn J. Schneider 


The documentation for this unusual submission of an extinct species included a 
standard report with a summary of the pertinent details of where, when, how 
many, and by whom, as well as a thoroughly researched paper that has since 
been published in The Kingbird (Schneider 2015). As detailed in Schneider’s 
paper, the reports included a flock of parakeets seen 25 miles northwest of 
Albany in January 1780, a second-hand report of a flock of 13 in Buffalo on an 
unspecified date, and a second-hand report of unspecified numbers on 
unspecified dates in West Seneca (Erie County). 

Included in Schneider’s paper is a range map, taken from Snyder and 
Russell (2002). This map shows the year-round range of the Carolina Parakeet 
extending across the southern half of the State, excluding Long Island. Snyder 
and Russell (2002) indicate that the rarity of records northeast of North Carolina 
suggests that this portion of the range was occupied only erratically. Although 
not explicitly stated, it seems reasonable to assume that this range map was 
based, in part, upon the same reports that Schneider details in her paper. 
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While reports lacking details that are likely known by the submitter are a 
frequent source of frustration for the Committee, this report was the opposite. 
The Committee was presented with what seemed to be virtually all of the known 
information regarding occurrences of Carolina Parakeet in the State and some of 
what is known from surrounding states. Unfortunately, without even a 
description of the birds that were reported and considering the second-hand 
nature of the reports, the Committee felt that the record was not fully supported. 
Nevertheless, the specimens and reports from neighboring states lent additional 
evidence that, together with that from New York, was strongly suggestive that 
New York State did host this species. As such, the Committee agreed that this 
species should be placed on the State’s Hypothetical List. While Carolina 
Parakeet was already placed on a hypothetical list by John Bull (1974), Bull’s 
Birds of New York State (Levine 1998) did not include a hypothetical list and, 
therefore, did not list this species at all. 

Schneider (2015) argues that New Jersey and 11 other states include 
Carolina Parakeet on their state bird lists, even though they do not have a 
specimen record. She further states that “in nearly every case the documentation 
consists of similarly old informal sight records that are considered acceptable by 
historical standards.” While NYSARC has accepted sight records in the past and 
certainly will in the future, acceptable sight records would include a detailed 
description of the birds involved, as well as the circumstances of the 
observation, which are understandably lacking in the Carolina Parakeet 
accounts. The consensus of the Committee was that the historical accounts 
submitted for New York simply were not fully convincing. The Committee 
believes that it must maintain the same high standard for adding a bird to the 
State checklist that it has for every species. 


Submitted on behalf of the New York State Avian Records Committee: 
Willie D’ Anna (Chair), Gary Chapin (Secretary), Thomas W. Burke, 
Doug Gochfeld, Andrew Guthrie, Patricia J. Lindsay, James Pawlicki, 
and Derek H. Rogers 
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JANUARY WATERFOWL COUNT 2017 


Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Avenue 
Elmira, New York 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 


At least 374 volunteers went into the field 14-23 January 2017 and conducted 
the New York State Ornithological Association’s January Waterfowl Count 
(JWC). The volunteers logged 943.3 party-hours and counted 456,976 
waterfowl. Swift (2007) described the methodology of the count. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


Weather data from Buffalo, Ithaca, Plattsburgh, Poughkeepsie, and Islip showed 
that temperatures were cold in mid-December, but generally at or above freezing 
in the latter half of the month. During the week before the beginning of the 
JWC, temperatures began well below freezing, but warmed well above freezing 
for two to three days prior to the start of the count. The first weekend of the 
count period, temperatures hovered around freezing then dropped to well below 
freezing then returned to hover around the freezing level for the remainder of the 
count. As a result, still, shallow water was frozen for the count, but most moving 
water and lakes were open. Snow fell frequently around the State, but mostly in 
small, non-persistent amounts. Buffalo did have up to 13 inches in December 
and Islip recorded up to 10 inches in early January. These accumulations only 
lasted a few days. No significant accumulations were recorded at Ithaca, 
Plattsburgh, or Poughkeepsie in either December or January. The periods of 
warm weather and the lack of snow allowed above average numbers of 
waterfowl, especially of geese, to remain in the State through the count period. 


RESULTS 


In this summary, I will compare the 2017 numbers with those of the decade, 
2001-2010. The 2017 total count, mentioned above, was 73,271 more than the 
decade average of 383,706. That difference, however, was the standard 
deviation for that decade. The total was 45,359 less than the 2016 count. Geese 
and swans, particularly Snow Geese, accounted both for the increase over the 
2001-2010 decade and the decrease from 2016. The Snow Goose count was the 
third highest of the JWC, but was, nevertheless far below the 2016 count. Mute 
Swans were below the decade average but up from 2016. The 2017 count of 
Tundra Swans was less than half the 2016 count, but still well above the average 
of the previous decade. Dabbling and diving ducks continued to be below the 
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previous decade’s average, but continued to be within the decade’s standard 
deviation. From 2016, dabbling duck numbers were down, but diving duck 
numbers were up. Most of the dabbler decrease was due to a decrease of about 
3000 Mallards. American Black Ducks were up by about 1000. The increase in 
diving ducks from 2016 was due primarily to an increase in Canvasbacks, 
Redheads, scaup, scoters, and Buffleheads. Non-anseriformes waterfowl 
numbers were below the previous decade’s, mostly because of lower American 
Coot numbers. Loon, American Coot, and Great Cormorant counts accounted 
for the increase of the non-anseriformes numbers over 2016. 

Counts for 17 species were above the previous decade’s average. Of these, 
Snow Goose, Trumpeter Swan, Tundra Swan, Wood Duck, Redhead, and 
Bufflehead were outside the standard deviation of the previous decade. The 
counts of 1072 Tundra Swans and 12,441 Buffleheads were the highest since the 
count began in 1973. 

Counts for 28 species were below the previous decade’s average. Those 
outside the standard deviation of the previous decade were Mute Swan, 
American Wigeon, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, Greater Scaup, Surf Scoter, 
Common Merganser, and Ruddy Duck. 


LONG-TERM TRENDS 


The count of Tundra Swans in 2017 was sharply down from the record high 
count in 2016. It was only the fourth highest count of the last six years, but it 
was also the fourth highest count since 1973. It is too soon to say that the long- 
term upward trend of wintering Tundra Swans has leveled or reversed. 

Canvasback numbers rebounded nicely from the very low count of 2016. 
The count was still less than the average for 2001-2010, but higher than the 
average for 1973-2000. Region 1 again hosted the vast majority. Canvasbacks 
had a modest increase in Region 10 where they have been declining for many 
years. 

By comparing the averages for the periods 1973-2000, 2001-2010, and 
2013-2017 possible long-term trends in New York State’s winter waterfowl 
populations can be identified. Long-term increases are indicated in this way for 
White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose, Brant, Trumpeter Swan, Tundra Swan, 
Gadwall, Eurasian Wigeon, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, 
Common Eider, Harlequin Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Bufflehead, Hooded 
Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, and Double-crested Cormorant. Long-term 
decreases may be occurring for American Wigeon, American Black Duck, 
Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Surf Scoter, Common Merganser, and 
Great Cormorant. 
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FUTURE COUNTS 


You can help with the 2018 count by contacting your regional compiler. 
Compiler contact information is available online at— 
http://nybirds.org/ProjWaterfowl.htm 
—where you can also view the historical data. 
For planning purposes, the January Waterfowl Count is conducted in a 
period that begins the Saturday before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (the third 
Monday in January). The next two count periods will be: 


2018 — January 13-21 (target date Sunday, January 14) 
2019 — January 19-27 (target date Sunday, January 15) 
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Table 1. Regional totals for the 2017 January Waterfowl Count. 


Species/Region 
Goose, White-fr. 
Snow 

Ross's 

Canada 

Cackling 
Brant 
Swan, Mute 
Trumpeter 
Tundra 

not to species 
Wood Duck 
Gadwall 
Wigeon, Eurasian 
American 
Am. Black Duck 
Mallard 
Mallard X Black 
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
Northern Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Scaup, Greater 
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Species/Region 
Lesser 

not to species 
Eider, King 
Common 
Harlequin Duck 
Scoter, Surf 
White-winged 
Black 

not to species 
Long-tailed Duck 
Bufflehead 
Goldeneye, C. 
Barrow's 
Merganser, Hood. 
Common 
Red-breasted 
Ruddy Duck 
Loon, Red-throated 
Common 

Grebe, Pied-billed 
Horned 
Red-necked 
Eared 
Cormorant, D.-cr. 
Great 

American Coot 
Other/Unidentified 
TOTALS 


60 3 
6 139 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
195 3 
l 0 

0 0 
1,490 0 
127 167 
1,770 998 
0 0 

25 39 
62 552 
2,380 409 
23 14 

8 0 

l 2 

7 6 

17 19 

l 0 

0 0 

3 0 

0 0 
109 718 
6 1,508 
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0 158 3,381 
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0 0 l 

16 246 1,143 

440 1277 42 
0 96 2,953 
0 11 1,204 
0 87 279 
0 21 431 
0 5. 22 
0 6 197 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 134 
0 35 70 
0 10 218 
0 0 344 


9,950 38,462 134,116 
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RE-EVALUATING THE ABUNDANCE AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL 
(AEGOLIUS ACADICUS) ON LONG ISLAND 


Taylor Sturm 
P.O. 644, Northport, NY 11768 
tjsturm@gmail.com 


Brent Bomkamp 
1 Middlesex Place, Northport, NY 11768 
bbomkamp@gmail.com 


Abstract—The wintering patterns of Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius 
acadicus,; NSWO) on Long Island, New York, are poorly understood and 
seldom studied. We conducted systematic, night-time surveys using playback, 
targeting several habitat types known to be preferred by this species in winter. 
We found owls at more sites and in larger numbers than we expected. We 
concluded that wintering NSWOs were probably under-detected in the past, in 
part because observers focused on migration stopover sites and therefore 
overlooked other habitat types, and because historical effort tended to involve 
visual searches for roosting birds, rather than playback. 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Northern Saw-whet Owl has historically been considered a rare to uncommon 
but regular winter visitor and a very rare breeder on Long Island, New York 
(Bull 1964, Levine 1998). Bull (1964) states that “Like most woodland owls, the 
Saw-whet Owl is most often found in conifers during winter... Ordinarily, only 
one individual is seen at a locality, but on occasion more are found.” Given the 
secretive nature and small size of NSWO, it has been difficult to accurately 
determine the abundance and distribution of the species. 

Between 2000 and 2015, the nine Nassau and Suffolk County Christmas 
Bird Counts (CBCs) detected a total of 30 individual NSWOs. Though at least 
one individual was detected each year, never more than three were found in a 
count period and never more than three counts reported the species in a year. 
One count, Northern Nassau, only detected four individual NSWOs between 
1975 and 2015. Saw-whet owls detected during CBCs were often found in large 
stands of white or Japanese black pine (Pinus strobus, P. thunbergii) or eastern 
redcedar (Juniperus virginiana), especially along the barrier beaches, settings 
that were traditionally perceived as favorable wintering sites for NSWO. 
However, there have long been indications that the species was more broadly 
distributed. For instance, records of road-killed birds were often far from known 
wintering sites, and often isolated from areas of dense pine stands (S. Mitra, per. 
comm.; eBird). Additionally, NSWOs have been detected adventitiously in areas 
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of open oak woodland with limited pine woods, and away from known roost 
sites. For instance, Shaibal Mitra (pers. comm.) related two instances from the 
Montauk CBC, involving one NSWO that responded during the day to whistled 
NSWO songs directed at passerines, and another that responded at night to play- 
back of Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio) vocalizations. 

More recently, the winter habitat preferences of this species have been 
studied in better detail (Spahr pers. comm.), casting doubt on some of the 
historically prevailing local assumptions regarding where to look for NSWO 
during winter. We decided to sample sites in a variety of habitats in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, to re-assess the status and distribution of this enigmatic 
species. 


METHODS 


Sampling locations were chosen either via local knowledge or habitat type, 
using Google Earth. Habitat type was the primary consideration when selecting 
locations. Swengel (1987) listed the various habitats that NSWOs are known to 
use for nesting in Wisconsin, and personal communication with Tim Spahr, who 
has been conducting similar studies in Massachusetts, provided the authors with 
an understanding of what habitats the species prefers in the winter. We focused 
on four distinct habitat types: brushy woods with water sources, old brushy 
fields interspersed with cedars, mainland coniferous forest (Pine Barrens), and 
barrier beach sites where the species had been sought in the past. In order to 
detect the owls, the authors used playback from an Oontz Angle 3 bluetooth 
speaker playing recordings of NSWO obtained from the Macaulay Library at the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Our playback protocol varied somewhat in the 
earliest efforts but was refined to comprise about four minutes of playback per 
effort. Recordings of owls that responded were either made via a Sennheiser 
MKE 300 microphone with an Olympus LS-10 recorder or an Audio-Technica 
AT8035 microphone with an Olympus WS600S recorder. 

Occasionally, we encountered evidence of multiple NSWOs present in 
specific areas. Following other survey protocols (Tim Spahr), we judged birds 
responding to tape outside of a 400m radius of a previous point to represent 
distinct individuals. When multiple responses were heard from one survey point, 
we determined that multiple birds were present if the calls came from disparate 
locations within a short enough period of time that a single bird would have 
been unlikely. 


RESULTS 


A total of 29 individual NSWOs were detected at 15 locations in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, representing all of the major habitat types outlined above. 
Table 1 presents a list of locations, dates, numbers of owls detected, and other 
information on each encounter we had with the species within the region. 


The Kingbird 2017 June; 67 (2) 97 


As a result of our sampling, we detected no fewer than seven distinct 
vocalizations, all of which can be found on eBird. The types of vocalizations 
varied throughout the year, with “fall and winter vocalizations” (“kew” calls) 
common in early winter and singing becoming more prevalent by February. 
Wail (agitation) responses were the most common response type and were given 
with little change in frequency throughout the entire survey period. As spring 
approached, response time seemed to decrease, though we did not record data to 
confirm this. 

Both prevalence and abundance of NSWO was greatest in habitat type 3— 
coniferous woodland (Pine Barrens adjacent to freshwater), with at least one 
individual detected on 6 of 7 samples (85.7%), an overall average of 2.43 owls 
per sampling effort. Prevalence was second-highest in habitat type 1—hardwood 
swamp, with at least one owl detected on 10 of 15 samples (75.0%), an overall 
average of 0.73 owls per sampling effort. Prevalence was third-highest in habitat 
type 2—old fields with cedars, with at least one owl detected on 5 of 8 samples 
(63%), and an average of 1.38 owls per sampling effort. Prevalence was lowest 
in habitat type 4—barrier beaches, with owls detected on 2 of 4 efforts (50%), 
and abundance was also lowest in this habitat, with an average of 0.5 owls per 
effort. 


Table 1: Observations of Northern Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius acadicus) at selected sites 
in Nassau and Suffolk Counties, Long Island, New York, December 2016-March 2017. 


a Hab. 
Date Site Town AM/PM eet a T tape 


Both _| 
an eae a oped | a el eo 
| 2/25 | Froehlich Farms | Huntington | Both | 2 | ABD | 2 | 
| 12/24 | Fuchs Pond Preserve | Northport | AM | 1 | B | 
| 1/2 | Henry Ingraham Preserve | Northport | AM | 1 | B | 
| 12/17 | Hither Woods Preserve | Montauk | Both | 1 | B | 
| 1/26 | Iselin Preserve {| Old Brookville | AM | 1 | C | 
| 2/11 | Jones Beach | Wantagh | AM | 1 | B | 
| 1/31 | Makamah Preserve | Fort Salonga | AM | 1 | B | 
C E 
OaM |!| B | 
| AM | 2? | BC | 
ee |!| B | 
| Both | 6 | 
AW 


+. 


2/18 | Stillwell Woods Park ABCD| 2 | 


N 


Cold Spring Harb. pm, Ti ae 
| Total i d S a S ë Ek 


1A—Song, B—Wail, C—Kew; D—Twittering; E—Bill Snapping. See text for full 
descriptions. 
*1—Hardwood forest/swamp; 2—Old fields with cedars; 3—Coniferous woodland; 4— 
Barrier beach 
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DISCUSSION 


Although our methods were not completely systematic, especially because we 
only sampled habitats that were deemed likely to contain owls and were not 
strictly rigorous with regards to the amount of effort per habitat type, our results 
clearly contradict some traditional beliefs regarding NSWO distribution and 
abundance on Long Island. Firstly, our observation that appropriate use of 
playback often elicited vocal response from NSWOs refuted the notion that this 
species will not vocalize outside of the breeding season, and will not respond to 
tape. Secondly, we detected NSWOs over a broad array of habitats, and 
prevalence and abundance were both highest in settings quite unlike the 
traditional sites outlined in the Historical Background section. The diverse 
habitats in which we encountered the species are difficult to categorize, but the 
presence of dense, low vegetation and fresh water were nearly universal and 
appeared more important than physiography or the identities of dominant plant 
species. One individual was even located in a suburban setting with relatively 
high human population density. 

Most surprising to us was the difference between NSWO’s prior perceived 
abundance and the abundance we observed. Though some (Bull 1964) suspected 
the species to be under-reported given its cryptic nature, our results showed how 
truly common this species can be, at least in some seasons. eBird shows only 10 
total records in the study area over the past ten years away from the well- 
covered area of Jones Beach State Park. We detected nearly three times that 
number in one winter. Several locations contained multiple birds, with a single 
night at Owl Pond County Park detecting six NSWOs. Further, 10 NSWOs were 
detected in the confines of the Northern Nassau CBC, where only four 
individuals were detected on the count between 1975 and 2015. 

Given that this study covered only a single, four-month period and not 
multiple migration cycles, there is some question as to whether these numbers 
are an atypical occurrence. Swengel (1987) discusses a possible four-year 
irruption-cycle of NSWO; banding stations which conduct fall migration efforts 
to capture NSWO’s totals seem to be higher during “irruptive years” which tend 
to occur approximately every four years. Comments from NSWO banding 
stations throughout the Northeast indicated that this fall was expected to be an 
excellent year for the species. Although numbers of banded NSWOs were higher 
than the last three years in New York State, their expectation of a large irruption 
year did not appear to pan out (Patterson, pers. comm.). 

Similar detection methods used by Tim Spahr in eastern Massachusetts 
netted incredible numbers of the species, including one night in which he 
detected 41 NSWOs in a single wildlife management area. Communication with 
him indicates that his efforts in prior years were not met with such success. 
However, he adds that his efforts were greater than in the past, and his detection 
methods may have improved. Another factor to consider is the rarity of the 
species in traditional roosting sites this winter. During past irruption years (e.g., 
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2008), eBird records indicate a corresponding jump in sightings of roosting birds 
in city parks and pine stands through traditional locations in Region 10. This 
year, detection levels were actually down from the previous year, with sightings 
from only five different sites and never more than a single individual seen. We 
surmise that if numbers were much greater than usual, and if this year was an 
irruption winter for NSWO, the detection rate would have increased at least 
moderately at traditional locations, instead of falling slightly. 

Still, more research is needed to confirm the results posited by this paper. 
Hopefully, birders in our area will use similar methods as the ones outlined 
above to detect NSWO in the future. This is especially true of CBCs, where we 
feel the detection rate fails to accurately represent the abundance of this species. 
Counters should include NSWO vocalizations in their owling efforts, and focus 
not only on pine-rich habitats, but brushy riparian areas, woodlands, and old 
fields as well—especially those sites which have considerable low, dense 
vegetation and fresh water. With such effort, it is possible that we may produce 
a more accurate representation of the presence of NSWO in our region. 
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Vocalization Type A: Traditional song. Series of repeated toots, period of 
repetition varied from widely spaced individual toots to several per second. This 


vocalization became more predominant towards spring, perhaps due to males 
becoming more territorial. 


10 


Vocalization Type B: Wail. Ranged from soft and melodic to harsh and 
scolding. Length varied significantly, ranging from less than a second to several 
seconds long. The most commonly encountered vocalization throughout. 
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Vocalization Type C: “Fall call” or “kew”. Brief, descending bark. Heard most 
often early in the season; less common towards the end of the study period. 
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Vocalization Type D: Twittering. High-pitched, rodent-like chitter. Seldom 
heard, often in response to extended periods of tape playing. 
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AN INLAND RECORD OF “IPSWICH” SAVANNAH 
SPARROW FROM THE LOWER HUDSON VALLEY 
OF NEW YORK STATE 


Linda Scrima 
Orange County, NY 
sophiesaid@aol.com 


On December 29", 2016, I thought that I had finished birding for the year when 
I posted the following on social media: “Although it is not quite the end of the 
year, I do not foresee photographing any new birds in the next two days 
(although I would love to be wrong and happen upon a new/favorite bird and 
post an addendum).” On the last day of 2016, I took a break from preparing for 
company to celebrate the New Year and went to the Black Dirt region in Orange 
County, NY, to see if I could continue to see the Lapland Longspurs and Snow 
Buntings that had been present there, mixed in with a large flock of Horned 
Larks. 

Using my car as a mobile blind, I waited for the lark flock to move in 
closer. I started to sift through the flock and saw the Lapland Longspurs and 
Snow Buntings. The flock would come in and land for a few seconds and then 
take off again—sometimes because a Northern Harrier or Red-tailed Hawk 
would fly in close by. My car was parked on a private, narrow farm road. There 
were irrigation ditches or culverts on either side of the road. I watched the mixed 
flock take off and then decided to wait for the flock to come in closer again. 
While I was waiting, I noticed a very dark Savannah Sparrow pop up from the 
irrigation ditch, and then another, much lighter and larger Savannah appear next. 
I was able to photograph the paler Savannah as it posed nicely for only a minute. 
I couldn’t believe the striking differences between the two Savannah Sparrows: 
the paler bird didn’t have the distinct yellow lore that the other Savannah had, 
and the paler bird also seemed larger. The paler Savannah Sparrow posed nicely 
on a rock, and then went back into the culvert, and I did not see it again. I went 
home and my family celebrated New Year’s, then traveled to visit family. 

On January 4", 2017, I was reviewing my photos (see p. 126) and 
wondering if my pale sparrow could have been an “Ipswich” Sparrow, the 
larger, much paler subspecies of Savannah Sparrow that nests on Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia and winters along the outer coast of the eastern United States. I 
compared my photos to photos posted by those who had seen them in coastal 
areas. I felt like I had an Ipswich, but looked up eBird reports and noted with 
concern there were none seen in this area, or this far from the ocean coast. I also 
felt embarrassed to ask for others’ opinions. At the same time, I was determined 
to get a proper identification. I knew that I could seek help from several birders 
who have far more experience than I do, and that I would have to just get past 
being too embarrassed to ask. 
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I emailed my photographs to Ken McDermott (a long time birder with a lot 
of experience in Orange County) and Rich Guthrie (my eBird reviewer, who has 
been very helpful in the past). Both Ken and Rich asked for permission to 
forward my email to others to review also. Among those others was a mutual 
friend, John Haas, a very thorough and experienced birder whose comments I 
have always appreciated. John replied: “This bird appears to be an Ipswich 
Sparrow. The lack of yellow in the lores, the overall pale colorization distinct 
from that of a regular Savannah and the bill size, the blurry streaks on the breast 
and sides, and the large size and bulky appearance made me think this might be 
a legitimate Ipswich. I am certainly not an expert on this bird, but have had a lot 
of experience with them, and think it is an Ipswich. The thing is, they almost 
never occur away from the coast and this is quite a find if it is one. Please 
remember, I am not an expert, and someone who is might see something I am 
missing.” 

John’s response increased my confidence, and I was very happy when Ken 
and Rich replied that my bird had been confirmed as an “Ipswich” Savannah 
Sparrow by several very experienced birders, including Andy Guthrie, Shaibal 
Mitra, Michael Bochnik, and probably others. 

I was asked to write an article for The Kingbird because Ipswich Sparrows 
are almost never seen that far away from the coast. A basic eBird search for 
records away from the coast showed only three examples: Croton, NY (a park 
situated on a peninsula on the east shore of the Hudson River), Massachusetts, 
and Ontario. Since the Ipswich is considered to be an inland rarity, I questioned 
how to define “inland.” “Inland” is defined as: “situated in the interior of a 
country rather than on a coast (coast as defined as part of the land near the sea). I 
asked Shaibal Mitra (as Kingbird editor and someone who has much more 
experience with birding terminology than I do) how “inland” is defined in terms 
of birding, and it seems that the definition of “inland” can vary, depending on 
the context. The Great Black-backed Gull, for example, is highly coastal but 
nevertheless occurs regularly on large lakes and rivers, far away from the ocean 
coast. But in the case of the Ipswich Sparrow, they are completely unexpected 
even a few hundred yards from the coastal sand dunes. I am so glad that I did 
not let my embarrassment about seeking assistance in getting a bird 
identification prevent me from properly identifying this Ipswich Sparrow, and 
learning more about this species. 

I am also glad that my birding for the 2016 year did not end on December 
29, as I thought it may. I am glad that I took a break from the New Year’s 
holiday preparation and got out to go birding. Ipswich Sparrow is a rare inland 
sighting—and even if I have doubts regarding a rare species, I need to reach out 
for help and realize that sometimes it takes a village of birders to properly 
identify a rare bird. And that sometimes the process of identifying and 
confirming a bird species is as interesting as locating the bird. Thank you to all 
those that helped me with this process (many of whom I have never met)—hope 
to meet you in the field someday. 
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REGION 1—NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 
6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm@roadrunner.com 


It was a fairly typical December with cold winds and three lake effect snow 
events. The mean temperature was 31.2° F, 1.1° above normal. Monthly 
precipitation at Buffalo-Niagara International Airport was 4.06”, 0.17” more 
than usual, with 30.1” of snow, 2.7” more than usual. January 2017 was warm 
and mostly mild, with 12 days that remained above freezing, the third most for 
January going back to 1880. The mean temperature was 31.0°, 6.1° above 
normal. The monthly precipitation was 2.92”, 0.26" below normal, with only 
11.0" of snow, 14.3” below normal, and lacking any deep snowpack. Lake Erie 
remained opened throughout the month. February’s mean temperature was 
34.8°, 8.5° above normal. The monthly precipitation was 2.26”, 0.23” below 
normal, with only 5.0” of snowfall, 12.3” below normal. The mild winter 
allowed for more lingering waterfowl and other species less eager to fly south. 
The warmer February brought an early return for the first wave of spring 
migrants, including some record dates. 

Overwintering Canada Geese were plentiful, and they were augmented in 
February by the arrival of migrants. Sightings of other goose species are still 
uncommon in mid-winter, with just a few Cackling and Snow Goose reports. A 
group of 122 Snow Geese on Lake Ontario in late January may have been early 
or facultative migrants. There were three reports of Trumpeter Swans, while 
sightings of Tundra Swans could be neatly categorized as fall departures, 
overwintering, and spring arrivals based on dates and locations. Several of the 
dabbling duck species overwintered more than usual, and all regularly occurring 
Species arrived or increased in late February with the exception of Blue-winged 
Teal, which is typically the last to arrive since it has the longest migration. 

Noteworthy diving duck sightings included two King Eider reports, with 
one staying around Point Breeze into early January. There were up to five 
Harlequin Ducks throughout the season in the rapids above Niagara Falls, plus 
sightings of two on the Niagara River in Buffalo and one at Fort Niagara SP. A 
Black Scoter at Cuba Lake was a rare inland report. Shelly Seidman 
photographed a Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser at Buffalo Harbor. 

Red-throated Loons have been occurring more frequently on Lake 
Ontario in recent winters, but we haven’t seen anything like the 47 reported by 
Peter Yoerg on the waterfowl count between Fort Niagara SP and Olcott. An 
Eared Grebe continued at Batavia WWTP into early December. Red-necked 
Grebes were uncommon this winter. 

Shawn Doyle was delighted to discover and photograph an American 
White Pelican at Cuba Lake on 6 December. A Cattle Egret was also on the 
late side on that same date as found by Susanne Streeg at Barcelona Harbor. 
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Black Vultures wintered along the Niagara River in Lewiston for the sixth 
consecutive winter. Turkey Vultures were also present in Lewiston, including 
higher than normal numbers in December and a few were spotted elsewhere in 
the winter. The first likely spring arrival was 15 February. 

There were no large concentrations of Bald Eagles reported this winter 
which seems to be on par with a mild winter. Northern Goshawks were 
reported in two locations. Rough-legged Hawks were not common this winter. 

Sandhill Cranes were early to return in spring migration like many other 
species. Two were found at Iroquois NWR, a regular location, starting 23 
February, and Lynne Landon was surprised to see a flock of 13 fly over her 
Youngstown yard on 28 February. 

American Woodcock had only been reported once in February prior to 
this year, making this year’s wave of early arrivals unprecedented. It started off 
with a report in Portland on 20 February. Many birders then went out to check 
their local spots for the excitement of the first woodcock of the spring and heard 
them. A Lesser Yellowlegs identified and photographed by Joel Strong in Porter 
was record early by weeks on 24 February. Killdeer made a widespread return 
on 22 February. 

Chris Kundl identified an adult Slaty-backed Gull resting just off Goat 
Island at Niagara Falls SP on 1 January. Given the New Year’s holiday, many 
birders rushed out to see this rarity. The gull was re-sighted in the same location 
somewhat regularly through 16 January. Iceland Gull and Lesser Black-backed 
Gull totals hit maxima in the 20s in January; this may owe more to diligent 
counting than a seasonal trend. With the mild winter some Bonaparte’s Gulls 
remained on the Niagara River through the winter. There were three juvenile 
Black-legged Kittiwake reports and three Black-headed Gull reports on the 
Niagara River in December. Given regular daily movements it’s hard to know if 
these involved the same individuals or not. A juvenile Sabine’s Gull was a nice 
find at Devil’s Hole SP on 10 December. 

A farmer in Napoli found a feisty but injured Snowy Owl near a busy road 
on 20 December. Fortunately he was successful in flagging down help in the 
form of NYSDEC environmental conservation officers who captured the owl 
(NYSDEC ECO Highlights email). A few months later the owl was released 
after successful rehabilitation. This was the only Snowy Owl reported away 
from Buffalo Harbor or the Niagara River this winter. The maximum count at 
Buffalo Harbor was three. Long-eared Owls were reported from three locations, 
while Short-eared Owls were reported from six locations, most of which are at 
least semi-regular areas of occurrence. Northern Saw-whet Owls were reported 
at the SUNY Buffalo north campus and Allegany SP. 

Northern Shrike reports were unremarkable. Common Ravens continue to 
increase in the northern parts of the Region after being limited to the southern 
portion of the Region for many years. Fish Crows were reported at Niagara 
Falls a few times in early January, including a group of six. There were regular 
reports just across the Niagara River in Fort Erie, Ontario again this winter. 
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The mild weather was likely a factor for some species sticking around this 
winter, but the species involved also fit the trend of gradual range modifications 
through climate change. Fox Sparrow was the most notable change this winter, 
with reports from 14 locations in December alone, 2-3 that wintered at Tifft NP, 
and a few reports in late February that may have been early arrivals. That’s a 
leap from a species that was irregularly reported in winter even a few years ago. 
Winter sightings of Winter Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, and 
Gray Catbird, while still notable, are becoming less remarkable. 

A group of five Bohemian Waxwings in Wilson on 1 December was the 
only winter report. An adult male “Oregon” Junco was photographed at a 
feeder in Orchard Park in January. 

Blackbirds returned with the warmup in February as well as the first few 
Eastern Meadowlark reports. It was another slow winter for irruptive finches. 
There were scattered reports of Pine Siskins in low numbers. Evening Grosbeak 
reports were limited to two locations in Allegany County. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Sue Barth, Doug Beattie (DBea), Don Bemont (DBem), Ashley Casey, Willie 
D’Anna, Shawn Doyle, Joanne Goetz, Cory Gregory, Andy Guthrie, Carol 
Hardenburg, Paul Hess, Alec Humann, Chris Kundl, Jim & Karen Landau, 
Lynne Landon, Twan Leenders, Cindy Marino (CMa), Susan Meckes, Joe 
Mitchell, Celeste Morien (CMo), Brian Morse, Betsy Potter, James & Ann 
Sawusch, Shelly Seidman (SSe), William Seleen, Debbie Sharon, Susanne Steeg 
(SSt), Robert Stineman, Joel Strong, Mark Swonka, Gale VerHague, Rachel 
Wilson, Jim Wojewodzki, Peter Yoerg. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AISP — Allegany SP, CATT; BeSP — Beaver I SP, ERIE; BMAC — Beaver 
Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BufH — Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP — 
Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; BWWTP — Batavia Wastewater Treatment Plant, GENE; 
ChauL — Chautauqua L, CHAU; DH — Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; DHSP — 
Devil’s Hole SP, NIAG; EvSP — Evangola SP, ERIE; FMCSP — Four Mile 
Creek SP, NIAG; FNSP — Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP — Golden Hill SP, 
NIAG; INWR -— Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; LBSP — Lakeside Beach SP, 
ORLE; LESP — Lake Erie SP, CHAU; NF — Niagara Falls, NIAG; NFSP — 
Niagara Falls SP, NIAG; NPP — Niagara Power Project on NR, NIAG; NR — 
Niagara Ri; OOWMA -— Oak Orchard WMA, GENE/ORLE; PB — Point Breeze, 
ORLE, PG — Point Gratiot, CHAU; RWNP — Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 
ERIE; Tifft NP — Tifft Nature Preserve, ERIE; TWMA — Tonawanda WMA, 
GENE/NIAG. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: DH 16 Dec; Hanover CHAU 1 
Jan; 122 LBSP 28 Jan (DBem), high count for 
month, possible early movements; 6 Oakfield 
GENE 22 Feb; 100 Yates ORLE 23 Feb (DSh); 
11, 14 Porter NIAG 24, 25 Feb. 
Cackling Goose: 3 Buffalo ERIE 18 Dec; 
BeSP 22 Jan; 2 Wilson NIAG, 2 PB 6 Feb; 
John White WMA 22 Feb; max 5 Hartland 
NIAG 25 Feb. 
Mute Swan: max 9 PB 4 Dec; 3 Grand INR 8, 
20 Feb; 2 Ellicott CHAU 27 Feb. 
Trumpeter Swan: INWR 1 Dec (CM); 
Newfane NIAG 17 Dec (JS, RW); Wilson 
NIAG 11 Jan — 18 Feb (WD); only reports. 
Tundra Swan: 45 BWWITP 5 Dec; 63 
Cassadaga CHAU 10 Dec; 109 Ellery CHAU 
16 Dec; these 3 sightings indicative of late 
migration; 245 BuSP 30 Dec; 260 BeSP 1 Feb; 
these sightings indicative of wintering birds; arr 
20, 259 INWR 19, 21 Feb; max 358 Ellicott 
CHAU 25 Feb. 
Wood Duck: Wilson NIAG 17 Dec; PB 17, 21 
Dec; Jamestown CBC 18 Dec; S Buffalo ERIE 
1-31 Jan; arr 3 Tifft NP, RWNP, 3 Pomfret 
CHAU 24 Feb. 
Gadwall: 50 BWWTP 5 Dec; 12 S Buffalo 
ERIE 6 Jan; 100 NFSP 11 Jan; arr 42 Ellicott 
CHAU 25 Feb. 
Am. Wigeon: 4 Celeron ChauL 18 Dec; 4 NF 
15 Jan; arr 7 Yates ORLE, SPWS 23 Feb; max 
101 INWR 25 Feb. 
Am. Black Duck: max 42 Gerry CHAU 5 Jan. 
N. Shoveler: max 231, 3 BWWTP 8 Dec, 22 
Jan, wintered; arr 3 Pomfret CHAU 22 Feb. 
N. Pintail: 4, 1 BWWTP 16, 25 Jan, wintered; 
arr 16 BWWTP 18 Feb; max 200 OOWMA 28 
Feb. 
Green-winged Teal: NFSP 1 Jan — 11 Feb; arr 
10 GHSP 23 Feb. 
Canvasback: 3000 NF 2 Jan (J&AS); max 
3045, 3465 BuSP 20 Jan, 4 Feb (AH). 
Redhead: max 1375, 1400 NF 13 Dec, 13 Jan; 
700 BufH 27 Dec; 2, 22 BWWTP 16, 25 Jan; 
400 Ellery ChauL 25 Feb. 
Ring-necked Duck: 175 BuSP 23 Dec; 6 
Celeron ChauL 30 Jan; arr 57 BWWTP, 75 
INWR 22 Feb. 
Greater Scaup: max 2506 Grand I NR 20 Jan; 
2500 BufH 11 Feb. 
Lesser Scaup: max 60 BufH 28 Dec; arr 
BWWTP 19 Feb. 
King Eider: PB 17 Dec — 1 Jan (AG, DBea); 
Wilson NIAG 21 Feb (WD); only reports. 
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Harlequin Duck: up to 5 NFSP thru 1 Feb, 
regular at this location in recent winters; 2 
Buffalo NR 2, 21 Jan; FNSP 18 Feb (J&KL, 
JW). 

Surf Scoter: 4 PB 17 Dec; 2 FNSP 23 Dec; 1, 2 
BufH 29 Dec, 3 Jan; LESP 2 Jan; Ellicott 
ChauL 15 Jan (WS, RS); DH 1, 13 Feb; 
scattered other rep from same locs. 
White-winged Scoter: max 135 PB 5, 14 Feb. 
Black Scoter: max 5 DH 2, 5 Dec; 2, 1, 3 BufH 
3, 25 Dec, 3 Jan; Cuba L ALLE 7 Dec (CG, 
AC), unusual inland; 3 PB 2 Jan; Buffalo NR 
15-22 Jan. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 200 Lewiston NR 24 
Feb. 

Bufflehead: max 600 Buffalo NR 3 Dec; 565 
BeSP 18 Dec; arr 3 BWWTP 19 Feb. 

Com. Goldeneye: 1000 NFSP 5 Dec; 1200 
Buffalo NR 1 Jan; max 2062 Grand I NR 20 
Jan. 

Com. Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser: BufH 
3 Feb (SSe, ph.), rare. 

Hooded Merganser: 73 INWR 1 Dec; max 
131, 100 Cuba L ALLE 7, 12 Dec (CG, AC); 
52 DH 31 Dec; 46 N Tonawanda NR 1 Jan. 
Com. Merganser: max 225 Cuba L ALLE 12 
Dec; 150 Buffalo NR 31 Jan; 175 DH 13 Feb. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 2000 Buffalo 
NR 13 Dec. 

Ruddy Duck: max 349 BWWITP 8 Dec; 2, 1 
BuSP 17-31 Dec, 10 Jan; 3, 3 BeSP 20 Dec, 20 
Jan; 5 DH 1-31 Jan; 3, 2 Barcelona CHAU 2, 
17 Jan. arr 1, 11 BWWTP 22, 25 Feb. 
Red-throated Loon: max 47 FNSP to Olcott 
NIAG 19 Jan (PY); BeSP 13 Jan; 4 Wilson 
NIAG 21 Feb. 

Com. Loon: FNSP 15 Jan; only report beyond 
Dec. 

Pied-billed Grebe: DH 14 Jan; BeSP 14 Jan; 
Buffalo NR 21 Jan; only reports beyond Dec. 
Horned Grebe: 15 PB, 7 EvSP 2 Jan; BufH 7 
Feb; arr RNWP 24 Feb. 

Red-necked Grebe: 4 Somerset NIAG 4 Dec; 
6 Olcott NIAG 17 Dec; 2 PB 2 Jan; BeSP 10 
Jan; max 7 Wilson NIAG 21 Feb. 

Eared Grebe: BWWTP thru 8 Dec (DBea). 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 53 Buffalo 
NR 7 Jan. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN: Cuba L ALLE 6 
Dec (SD, ph.), rare. 

CATTLE EGRET (R1): Barcelona Harbor 
CHAU 6 Dec (SSt), rare. 

Black Vulture: 14, 7, 4 Lewiston NIAG 5 Dec, 
Jan, 18 Feb, overwintered for at least 6" 
consecutive year. 
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Turkey Vulture: 40, 10 Lewiston NIAG 5, 27 
Dec, Jan; Buffalo NR 1 Jan; arr Pomfret CHAU 
15 Feb; max 66 Orchard Park ERIE 24 Feb. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Bald Eagle: no large concentrations this winter; 
reported from other traditional wintering and 
breeding areas. 
N. Goshawk: ad Willing ALLE 8 Dec, 8 Feb 
(CG, AC); Bethany GENE 13 Jan (PH); only 
reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: two loc Dec, four loc 
Jan, ten loc Feb. 
Rough-legged Hawk: only 6 on the 10 local 
CBCs; max 3 Dayton CATT 8 Feb; moderate 
presence. 
Am. Coot: 210 Celeron ChauL 4 Dec; 80, 150 
DH 13 Dec, 8 Jan; arr 4, 32 INWR 24, 25 Feb. 
Sandhill Crane: arr 3 INWR 23, 25 Feb (PH, 
CM); 13 Youngstown NIAG 28 Feb (LL), 
flyover flock. 
Killdeer: arr six locs 22 Feb. 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS: Porter NIAG 24 
Feb (JS! ph.), record early. 
Am. Woodcock: arr Portland CHAU 20 Feb 
(CH), earliest ever; 2, 6 Forestville CHAU 22, 
23 Feb (GV); Alden ERIE 23 Feb (JM); 4 
Pomfret CHAU 24 Feb; Shelby ORLE 26 Feb; 
1, 4 Grand Island ERIE 26, 27 Feb; 
unprecedented showing for Feb. 
Black-legged Kittiwake: juv BufH 1 Dec; juv 
Buffalo NR 2 Dec; juv Whirlpool SP NIAG 7, 
11 Dec; possibly same bird. 
Sabine’s Gull: juv DHSP 10 Dec (CK), only 
report. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 1200 DHSP, 1000 
Whirlpool SP NIAG, 1000 NFSP 11 Dec (AG); 
hundreds remained on lower NR thru winter. 
Black-headed Gull: NPP 3 Dec; Whirlpool SP 
NIAG 4-13 Dec; Buffalo NR 18 Dec; possibly 
same bird. 
Little Gull: max 3 Lewiston NR 20 Jan; 
relatively few reports. 
THAYER’S GULL: regular reports from 
NFSP, some with photos, mid Dec through Jan; 
DHSP 4 Feb (WD). 
Iceland Gull: 11 NPP 1 Jan; 10, 13 NFSP 6, 26 
Jan; max 29 DHSP 25 Jan (CK). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 16, 21, 20 
NFSP 3 Dec, 18 Jan, 25 Feb (CK); 2 Cuba L 
ALLE 10 Dec; 5 BufH 8 Feb. 
SLATY-BACKED GULL: NFSP 1-8, 14-16 
Jan (CK, mob, ph., NYSARC), great New 
Year’s Day find allowed many birders to see; 
5th record for Reg. 
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Glaucous Gull: 5 NFSP 22 Jan; not reported in 
high numbers. 
G. Black-backed Gull: max 120 NFSP 25 Feb. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Snowy Owl: Napoli CATT 20 Dec, injured bird 
brought to rehabilitator; 1, 3, 2 BufH 20, 24, 30 
Jan, at least 1 thru Feb; BuSP 25 Feb; only 
reports. 
Long-eared Owl: Jamestown CHAU 18 Dec 
(WS); 2, 1, 1 Newfane NIAG 3, 10, 17 Feb; 
Yates ORLE 14 Feb; only reports. 
Short-eared Owl: 3, 3, 1 Shelby ORLE 3 Dec, 
2 Jan, 17 Feb; Sheridan CHAU 13 Dec; 4, 2 
Dunkirk Airport CHAU 19 Dec, 5 Jan (GV); 
Royalton NIAG 17 Jan; max 7, 3 Hartland 
NIAG 31 Jan, 16 Feb; John White WMA 
GENE 22 Feb. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Amherst ERIE 27 Dec 
(BM); AISP 21 Feb (CMa); only reports. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: LBSP 5 Jan; PG 19 
Feb; only reports. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 7 on the 10 Reg 
CBCs; four Dec & one Feb rep. 
Merlin: rep from 10 or more locs each month. 
Peregrine Falcon: increasingly reported. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: apparently fewer than most winters. 
Fish Crow: 1, 6 NF 2, 8 Jan (AH, CK); 
continued reports thru winter in Ft Erie, 
Ontario, some or all of these may come to roost 
in Buffalo. 
Com. Raven: continue increasing reports in 
northern portion of Reg; regular in southern 
portion of Reg. 
Horned Lark: max 500 Shelby ORLE 28 Dec 
(DBea); 220 Bethany GENE 30 Dec (DBea). 
Winter Wren: 7 locs; more than usual. 
MARSH WREN (R1): BeSP 1 Jan (JM), few 
historical winter reports for Reg. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: NFSP 18 Dec; BuSP 
28 Jan, 8 Feb; only reports. 
E. Bluebird: 262 reported on the 10 Reg CBCs. 
Hermit Thrush: Buffalo ERIE 18 Dec; 
TWMA 24 Dec; FMCSP 27 Dec; Bethany 
GENE 5 Feb; only reports. 
Am. Robin: max 617 LBSP 20 Dec (DBem). 
Gray Catbird: Tifft NP 2 Dec; Porter NIAG 
27 Dec; SPWS 16 Jan; only reports. 
Am. Pipit: 2 Dunkirk Airport CHAU, 1 
Clarence ERIE 17 Dec; last Jamestown CBC 18 
Dec. 
Bohemian Waxwing: 5 Wilson NIAG 1 Dec 
(MS), only report. 
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Cedar Waxwing: uncommon this winter. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max 21 Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 21 Dec (RS); 13 Somerset NIAG 6 Feb; 
rep 7 oth locs, small numbers. 

Snow Bunting: max 300 N Collins ERIE 31 
Dec. 

Pine Warbler: Olcott NIAG 18 Feb (CM, SB, 
WD, BP), only report. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: BuSP thru (AH); 
Evans ERIE 24 Jan; Newfane NIAG 14 Feb 
(JS); only reports. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: Gaines ORLE 10-29 Dec (DBem); 
Bethany GENE 1 Jan (PH); only reports. 
Chipping Sparrow: Fredonia CHAU 9 Dec 
(JG), only report. 
Field Sparrow: 2 Scio CBC 17 Dec; Busti 
CHAU 21 Dec; Albion ORLE 28 Dec; only 
reports. 
Fox Sparrow: 14 locs Dec; 2-3 Tifft NP thru; 2 
Colden ERIE 26 Feb; 3 Independence ALLE 26 
Feb; best winter showing ever. 
Swamp Sparrow: 9 on Reg CBCs; 1, 1 SPWS 
5 Dec, 21 Jan; BuSP 14 Dec; 2 BMAC; 2 


Orchard Park ERIE 31 Dec; INWR 15 Jan; only 
other reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow: 13 Sheridan CHAU 
17 Dec; 15 Porter NIAG 22 Dec; 10 Albion 
ORLE 28 Dec; rep 6 loc Jan & 2 loc Feb. 
“Oregon” Dark-eyed Junco: Orchard Park 
ERIE 30 Jan (SM, ph.); ad m at feeder. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 21, 15 Tonawanda 
ERIE 18 Dec, 1 Jan; 35, 27 Tifft NP 28 Dec, 15 
Jan; 22 Orchard Park ERIE 21 Jan; 33 Ripley 
CHAU 22 Jan; arr 40 Lewiston NIAG 19 Feb; 
many rep late Feb, early returns. 

E. Meadowlark: arr 3 Dunkirk Airport CHAU 
24 Feb; Somerset NIAG 27 Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr 2-7 BuSP 14-20 Feb 
(AH); 21 OOWMA 28 Feb. 

Com. Grackle: 7 loc Dec thru early Feb; arr 
Portland CHAU 18 Feb; many rep late Feb, 
early returns. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 200 Alabama 
GENE 23 Jan. 

Purple Finch: only 19 on the 10 Reg CBCs; 
max 31 Jamestown CHAU 14 Jan (TL). 

Pine Siskin: only 9 rep in single digits; max 5 
BMAC 20 Feb. 

Evening Grosbeak: 2 Portville ALLE 1 Dec; 
8, 15, 14 Whitesville ALLE 8, 31 Jan, 11 Feb; 
only reports. 


REGION 2—GENESEE 


Robert Spahn 
716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn@prodigy.net 


And another “strange” winter enters the books. Maybe we ought to reflect on 
whether we may be presumptuous in proclaiming future predictions and drastic 
assessments when we really have less than 100 years of actual data for most 
places, so our variances for assessing comparison approach meaninglessness on 
a geological time scale. 

December started us off with a relatively typical winter month, with cold 
winds and lake effect snows. The month started and ended warm, but the 11 
days in the middle were below normal. Lake effect snows started on the 8", with 
an arctic air mass dumping 10.6” of snow on 15-16 December and another event 
hitting at month’s end. The heaviest snows were southwest of Rochester. 
Temperatures averaged 31.3° F, 1.3° above normal. Precipitation totaled 2.91”. 
0.28” above normal, with 29.3” of snowfall, 7.5” above normal. January was a 
generally flat, mild month lacking in snow cover with only a few periods of 
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winter-like weather. Temperatures averaged 31.4°, 6.7° above normal. 
Precipitation totaled 2.75", 0.34” above normal, but snowfall was only 11.8”, 
16.4” below normal. The heaviest snow event was only 4.8” on the 24". With 
the apparent warmth, a surprise was that only short dips in temperature resulted 
in most bays, ponds, and even large parts of the Finger Lakes totally freezing 
over, with waterfowl pushed out and many not returning when the ice soon 
parted. Finally, only two years after the coldest February on record, we had the 
warmest on record. Temperatures averaged 35.5°, 9.1° above normal. Record 
highs were set on 7, 18, and 23 February plus a record high low on the 23", 
Precipitation totaled 2.33", 0.38” above normal, but with snowfall only 14.6", 
6.9” below normal. The only real snow event was 6.2” on the 12-13", though 
areas east of Rochester received 2-3 times that amount. The last half of the 
month brought a taste of spring and a surge of early migrants. Lake Ontario 
remained open and most ponds opened, though still prone to quick icing over 
with only a night or two of cold. 

High winds on the count days plagued all three local Christmas Bird 
Counts, with the Letchworth-Silver Lake count on 17 December also hampered 
by snowfall in the hills. All counts produced tallies on the low side. Record high 
counts were few, but included: 67 Tundra Swans and 1719 American Crows on 
the Letchworth-Silver Lake count; 20 Trumpeter and 75 Tundra swans, 10 Bald 
Eagles, and 31 Sandhill Cranes on the Rochester count; and 12 Bald Eagles and 
485 American Robins on the Conesus-Hemlock count. New species for the 
counts were a video-recorded Palm Warbler for the Letchworth-Silver Lake 
count as well as the 31 Sandhill Cranes flying over, and a count week Rufous 
Hummingbird for Rochester. The hummingbird, the Region’s third, was a 
hatch-year female banded by Bob Yunick on 13 December and present (since 
October) through a morning feeding on the 17", the day before the Rochester 
CBC. The tale of the homeowners, not connected with the birding community, 
feeding the hummingbird, figuring out it was different, circuitously getting to 
Bob Yunick who bands wintering hummingbirds in New York, then to me, 
leading the CBC coverage in that sector, is one for telling in front of a fire with a 
warming beverage in hand. Passerines, and especially lingering half hardies, 
were hard to find on the windy count days. 

Generally, the birding picture was very interesting this season. With the 
generally warm season and lots of listers out for the new year plus building 
county lists, we had good monthly species totals, with December and January at 
131 and 126 vs. their 10-year averages of 130.5 and 127.4, respectively, and 
February at 131 vs. 114.2, a new high for that month and fitting for the record 
warmth and burst of early migrants. Interestingly, the season’s species total was 
just 144, not far above that of the individual months. Most species were here for 
the season; just the addition of a few rarities and the early migrants were 
exceptions. 

Waterfowl account for nearly half of the winter‘s noteworthy records 
locally. This winter was especially interesting due to the average warmth, yet 
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with brief periods of ice covering nearly all but the largest lakes and pushing out 
most of the winter waterbirds. The January NY State Waterfowl Count was also 
afflicted by a timing decision that left the target date—15 January—still inside 
the second part of the waterfowl hunting season and also in one of the freeze-up 
periods. Then the alternative, the following weekend, was shrouded in fog. 
Counts of most species, even Mallard, were low. Only geese, swans (excepting 
Mute), Ring-necked Duck, and Long-tailed Duck numbers exceeded their 
averages for the 2000-2016 period. This year’s total was less than half last 
year’s, though the overall total was still above that for the average period due to 
very large goose numbers. 

Still, as always, there are interesting observations. All the “regular” species 
except Blue-winged Teal and Common Eider were reported this season. Most 
species were reported in all three months, with the exceptions of Brant only in 
December; Greater White-fronted Goose, Eurasian Wigeon, and Tufted Duck 
only in February; King Eider in just December and January; and Northern 
Shoveler in December and February. Rarer waterfowl included: Greater White- 
fronted Goose in or near Genesee Valley Park from 7-12 February, in North 
Ponds Park, Town of Webster on 27 February, and three in the Town of Bergen 
on 27 February; four Ross’s Geese on North Hamlin Road 28 December to 2 
January, one at Braddock Bay on 20 January, and one in North Wolcott Wayne 
County on 28 January; Cackling Geese totaling four in December, nine in 
January, and 36+ at 16 locations in February; Trumpeter Swan in both 
December and on the Waterfowl Count in January; Eurasian Wigeon arriving 
record early at Sandy Bottom Park near Honeoye, Ontario County on 25 
February and at Braddock Bay on 27 February; a male Tufted Duck, the 
Region’s fifth, at Sandy Bottom Park from 27 February into March; 1-2 
immature male and female King Eiders most of December to 1 and then 21 
January at several locations on the south shore of Lake Ontario; a female 
Harlequin Duck at Irondequoit Bay Outlet 1 December to 5 January then 5-17 
February, a female west of Bear Creek Harbor, Wayne County on 9 January, and 
a male in the West Port Bay area in Wayne County on 16 January and 16 
February and nearby on 16 and 21 February; and finally a Common Goldeneye 
x Hooded Merganser at Braddock Bay on 11-12 February. The long-returning 
male Barrow’s Goldeneye at Point Breeze, Orleans County was not reported this 
winter. 

In spite of the comments around low numbers, there were some good 
waterfowl counts this winter. Snow Goose numbers remained low this late fall 
into winter until late December, then, similar to last winter, the species remained 
through the season with peak counts of 3000 on 2 January and 12,000 on 10 
February. Tundra Swan numbers also held up through the winter, with monthly 
maxima of 125, 96, and 305. Once again Redhead peak counts were on Conesus 
Lake, with the best 5208 on 26 December on the Conesus-Hemlock CBC. 
During the Waterfowl Count, Bill Howe tallied a record high 1022 Ring-necked 
Ducks on Hemlock Lake on 16 January. Long-tailed Ducks flocked off a few 
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locations along the south shore of Lake Ontario west of Rochester in rafts of 
1200-1600 in January and February. Good numbers of both Common and Red- 
breasted Mergansers were noted off and on in Irondequoit Bay, with peaks of 
836 Common and 443 Red-breasted on 17 February, and reports of 962 Red- 
breasted on 22 January from Sodus Bay to Port Bay and 700 near Port Bay, 
Wayne County on 16 February. Common Goldeneye also was found in good 
numbers all season both on Lake Ontario and in Irondequoit Bay, with a total of 
1770 on the Waterfowl Count. The warm February brought an amazing influx of 
Northern Pintails to the Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area 
(NMWMA), with a rough total of 5000+ in the flooded corn fields south of 
Carncross Road on 22 February and with Mallards, American Wigeon, and 
some Green-winged Teal mixed in. After weak numbers most of the winter, 
many puddle ducks arrived at early dates in February, including: Wood Duck on 
the 25", Gadwall on the 19, American Wigeon on the 11", Northern Shoveler 
on the 23", and Northern Pintail on the 19". 

Following a weak fall migration, loon and grebe numbers remained low 
into and through the winter. Maxima for all species were low double digit 
numbers in December and January and even lower in February. Few Great Blue 
Herons were noted this season. 53 Double-crested Cormorants on the Rochester 
CBC was a high count for winter but hardly one to draw applause. Black 
Vulture was reported, with four in Letchworth State Park on 27 December and 
one in Hamlin Beach State Park on 18 February. Peak Turkey Vulture numbers 
reported were lower than in recent winters. 

Moving along to raptors, we’ll cover all together. Among the hawks, we 
saw little of special note. Bald Eagle numbers were good all winter. Northern 
Goshawk was not reported, and Red-shouldered Hawk was near that until the 
end of February. The Rough-legged Hawks of winter were present, with over 20 
individuals reported each month, but this is still far off irruption numbers. A 
nice surprise was two Golden Eagles seen by Jessie Barry and Chris Wood at the 
Braddock Bay hawkwatch and then a short way farther east along the lakeshore 
on 25 February. Among the owls, Snowy Owl was present all three months, 
peaking with about 22 birds at 13 locations in January and falling off to two 
locations and only a handful of dates in February. The DEC again ran sets of 
biweekly Short-eared Owl counts through the season with modest results this 
year. The maximum was about 20 individuals at seven locations in January. 
Single Long-eared Owls were found on the Conesus-Hemlock CBC at Taylor 
Marsh, Ontario County on 26 December by Douglas Bassett and in the Owl 
Woods area along Manitou Beach Road on 25 February by Chris Wood. Two 
Northern Saw-whet Owls at two Rochester area locations in December is a bit 
unusual. Another was found calling in the Town of Walworth, Wayne County 
by Mike Gullo on 18 January. More typical, singles were found on surveys in 
the Owl Woods on 9, 11, & 14 February, and one was located in Black Creek 
Park on 17 February by Brian and Brooke Morse. Among the falcons, all three 
regular species were well reported all three months. 
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American Coot maxima were poor this season, and no rails were reported. 
In contrast, Sandhill Crane lingered to 10 December in the NMWMaA area along 
Armitage Road in the Town of Savannah, Wayne County, with the north side of 
the road in our Region. A maximum of 95 was tallied on 10 December by Jay 
McGowan. Also, 14 were seen in the Town of Conesus, Livingston County on 4 
December; two in the Honeoye Creek WMA, Ontario County on 14 December; 
and finally the 31 noted earlier on The Rochester CBC on 18 December. In 
February, singles were back in the NMWMA on 7 & 8 February and at 
Huckleberry Swamp, Wayne County on 25 February. 

Shorebirds were nearly invisible for most of the winter. The lone 
representative for December was a Purple Sandpiper off the Town of Greece on 
16 December, and January contributed only a lone Dunlin at Braddock Bay on 
the 2. The late February warmth brought spring arrivals, with two Killdeer on 
the 22™ followed by many more, and a total of at least 16 American Woodcock 
at 10 locations from 23-28 February, beginning with one in Brockport of the 23" 
and three in Canadice, Ontario County on the 24"; these two dates were record 
early spring arrivals. 

There never seemed to be big concentrations of gulls except at the Riga 
(Millseat) Landfill and at the south end of Irondequoit Bay on occasion. Still, 
the usual winter gulls, Iceland, Lesser Black-backed, and Glaucous, were 
present all season, though declining in February. An adult Thayer’s Gull was 
identified by Jessie Barry and Chris Wood off West Port Bay, Wayne County on 
21 January, and a Thayer’s/Iceland Gull was reported on Long Pond, Town of 
Greece on 12 February by Andy Guthrie. Bonaparte’s Gull returned to a typical 
fall departure date of 16 January followed by a single report of 15 at Braddock 
Bay on 18 February. No really rare gulls were reported. 

Scanning the rest of the non-passerines, we find first the few odd reports of 
the Eurasian Collared-Doves (1-3) at the Greenwell farm in the Town of Hamlin 
on 4 & 10 December, 1-14 January, and 11 & 12 February. Belted Kingfisher 
reports were good in December but few later. The only Red-headed Woodpecker 
for the season was a single on | January in the Nations Road area. Finally, 
numbers of Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports were fairly high for the winter and 
held up through the whole season, with about five in December, three in 
January, and seven in February. The obvious local bird of the season was the 
Rufous Hummingbird noted earlier. 

For much of the winter, passerines seemed scarce or at least hard to find. 
Yet there were quite a few lingering half hardies and many of these persisted 
through the season. Starting with regular species we monitor: Northern Shrike 
was present all winter in small numbers; the Fish Crows in Charlotte and nearby 
were seen all winter; the potential Red-breasted Nuthatch invasion was a total no 
show; big numbers of American Robin were present all winter, especially in 
unharvested apple orchards near the lakeshore both to our east and west, with 
3375 on the Rochester CBC an indicator; Cedar Waxwing numbers were low, 
but still single Bohemian Waxwings were seen near East Bay, Town of Wolcott 
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on 14 January and in an east section of Webster Park from 23-28 February; and 
blackbirds were scarce until numbers arriving in late February, with peaks of 
14,000 Red-winged Blackbirds, 800 Common Grackles, and 80 Brown-headed 
Cowbirds all on 25 February. Typical field birds of winter were often hard to 
find with the lack of snow cover, but peak counts were good at 468 Horned 
Larks on 17 December and 800+ Snow-Buntings on 13 December. Lapland 
Longspur was scarce, with monthly peaks <10. Winter finches were scarce all 
winter, with only small numbers of Common Redpoll and Pine Siskin on few 
dates. 

Finally looking at the half hardies, we had: Eastern Phoebe on 22 January; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet on 19-29 December; Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, and 
Gray Catbird through the season; and American Pipit at four locations in 
January and arriving for spring at a typical 27 February date. Pine Warbler on 
three dates in December in Hamlin, a Palm Warbler video recorded on the 
Letchworth-Silver Lake CBC, and single reports of Yellow-rumped Warbler 
each month covered the warblers. Chipping Sparrow was found in December, 
Savannah Sparrow in December and February, and Fox Sparrow in each month 
with apparent “spring arrivals” by late February. The very rare Dark-eyed “Pink- 
sided” Junco of fall in Hamlin Beach SP continued to 23 December. Eastern 
Meadowlark remains a scarce winter species, but birds were found in December 
and February in the farmlands south of Rochester, and a small number of Rusty 
Blackbirds was reported each month, with spring numbers increasing after 15 
February. 

Again this season, the bulk of the reports came from eBird data, with lines 
of records about 13,102 in December, 17,357 in January, and 19,754 in February 
and the “about” due to my imperfect separation of the records in counties split 
between Regions. February numbers of reports would typically have dropped, 
but the Great Backyard Bird Count attracts very large numbers of observers 
posting to eBird. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: arr 1 Genesee 
Valley P area 7-12 Feb (EG, 13 oth obs); North 
Ponds P, Webster 27 Feb (GF, JW, et al.); 3 T 
Bergen 27 Feb (BriM). 

Snow Goose: 2,000+ Lakeville LIVI 31 Dec, 
month max; 3000 Nations Rd IBA LIVI 2 Jan, 
month max; max 12000 Poplar Hill Rd LIVI 10 
Feb (MW); 4800 NMWMaA (SM) 25 Feb (GL). 
Ross’s Goose: arr 4 NHR 28-31 Dec, 1-2 Jan 
(AGu, mob); Braddock Bay 20 Jan (MG); 2 N 
Wolcott WAYN 28 Jan (W&MR); NHR 11 Feb 
(R&SS). 

Brant: last Sodus Bay 4, 13-16 Dec (W&MR, 
JW). 

Cackling Goose: 4 ind 4 loc 3-24 Dec; 9 ind 7 
loc all Jan; 36+ ind 16 loc all Feb; max 8 
Hamlin 25 Feb (AGu). 

Canada Goose: max 10000 ConesusL Livi 1 
Jan (KC). 

Mute Swan: max 162 IB-N 24 Dec (DD); 109- 
111 BB 22 Jan (sev); 145 BB-N 18 Feb (RS). 
Trumpeter Swan: max 60 NUWMA (AR) 14 
Dec (KMcGo); 20 IB-N 21 Dec (RS), high for 
loc; 44 NMWMA (AR) 19 Jan (RS, TSm); 20 
NMWMA (MR) 28 Feb (AL). 

Tundra Swan: 120 BB 10 Dec; 125 CL 23 
Dec; 96 HMWMA (AR) 19 Jan; max 305 
NMWMA (CR) 25 Feb (SB, JMcG, KMcGo). 
175 BB-N 28 Feb (AGu 

Wood Duck: Webster 4 Dec (MG); Seneca P 
ROCH 18 Dec; NMWMA (MR) 29 Jan (DA, 
MV); arr BB-N 25 Feb (CW). 

Gadwall: arr 26-30 BB-N 19 Feb (mob). 
Eurasian Wigeon: arr 1m SBotP 25 Feb thru 
(EG, GL, mob); BB 27 Feb thru (PMar, BCar, 
mob); aa Reg record early dates. 

Am. Wigeon: arr 64-max 90 BB 20 Dec; arr 20 
BB 21 Feb. 

Am. Black Duck: max 100 CL 3 Dec; low 
numbers thru. 

Mallard: max 900 Nations Rd IBA 15 Jan 
(MW); relative scarce all season. 

N. Shoveler: 12 BB 10 Dec (KS), good count 
for date; arr2-3 BB area 23 Feb (MG, PMar); 
max 20 NMWMaA (CR) 25 Feb (EG, GL). 

N. Pintail: 2 CL (KC) & 3 NHR (JeB, CW) 1 
Jan, scarce in Jan; arr to 41 BB 19 Feb (sev); 
max 5000+ NMWMA (CR) 22 Feb (R&SS). 
Green-winged Teal: max 40+ NMWMA (CR) 
22 Feb (R&SS). 

Canvasback: max 110 BB (HW) 3 Feb (JeB, 
CW); generally scarce. 

Redhead: max 5208 CHCBC 26 Dec; 2550 CL 
22 Jan (EG, GL); 2520 CL 28 Jan JeB, CW); 
3800 CL 28 Feb (MW), good counts. 
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Ring-necked Duck: 526 Hemlock L P 29 Dec 
(BH); max 1022 Hemlock L P 16 Jan (BH, ph), 
Reg high; 8300 NUWMA (CR) 25 Feb (SB, 
JMcG, KMcGo). 

TUFTED DUCK: arr 1m SBotP 27 Feb thru 
(BH, 13+ oth obs, ph), 5" Reg record. 

Greater Scaup: max 1000 E of Bear Creek 
WAYN 11 Jan, low max. 

Lesser Scaup: max 120 OB 27 Dec, low.272 
CHCBC 26 Dec, low. 

King Eider: 1 imm m off Manitou Beach 3-4, 
23 Dec (15+ obs, ph); 1 f+ 1 imm m near 
mouth Genesee Ri 17 Dec — 1 Jan (23 obs); 1 
imm me of PB 16 Dec — 1 Jan (7 obs); 1 imm 
m ne of IBO 1, 21 Jan (AGu, JMi, LM, JeB, 
CW). 

Harlequin Duck: 1 f IBO 1-29 Dec, 5 Jan, 5- 
17 Feb (mob, ph); 1 f w of Bear Creek WAYN 
9 Jan (JW); 1 m West Port Bay Pt 16 Jan, 16 
Feb (W&MR, ph); 1 m Brown Rd T Wolcott 
WAYN 16, 21 Feb (W&MR, dist ph), same 
bird? 

White-winged Scoter: max 218 IBO 1 Jan, 
low; generally scarce. 

Long-tailed Duck: 1279 RCBC 18 Dec, month 
max; 1442 West Port Bay 16 Jan, month max; 
max 1600 Rigney’s Bluff off T Greece 6 Feb 
(KG); 1505 off Manitou Beach 20 Feb. 
Bufflehead: max 150 IB-S17 Dec (NK). 

Com. Goldeneye: max 596 IBO to Bear Creek 
15 Jan (JBo, PC, RS), Waterfwl Count sector 
total; 442 IB — H 17 Feb (RS). Barrow’s 
Goldeneye: no reports. 

Com. Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser: 1m 
BB-N 11-12 Feb (GL, MG, AGu, BriM). 
Hooded Merganser: max 207 RCBC 18 Dec. 
Com. Merganser: max 836 IB off Newport 
Yacht Club 17 Feb (R&SS). 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 962 Sodus Bay 
to Fairhave 22 Jan (M&JT), Waterfowl Count 
sector; 700 West Port Bay WAYN 16 Feb 
(W&MR); 443 IB off Newport Yacht Club 17 
Feb (R&SS). 

Ruddy Duck: max 25 T Groveland LIVI 3 
Dec, low. 

Red-throated Loon: max 12 near Summerville 
Pier ROCH 17 Dec (AGa), good count, but low 
max. 

Com. Loon: max 16 IB-S 17 Dec (NK), low 
max, odd site for max. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 5 IB 1-20 Jan (sev). 
Horned Grebe: max 20 off Bear Creek Harbor 
4 Dec, low max. 

Red-necked Grebe: 20 HB 10 Dec, month 
max, very low after poor fall movement; 17 off 
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Edgemere Dr, T Greece & 23 HB 2 Jan, decent 
winter counts; 1 off Webster P 28 Feb. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 55 RCBC 18 
Dec, just short of 2015 CBC record high; 29 IB 
12 Jan (R&SS), high for date; 12 IB off 
Newport Yacht Club 17 Feb (R&SS), good 
number for date. 

BLACK VULTURE (R2): 4 LSP 27 Dec 
(EK); arr HB 18 Feb (HM, BH, ph), early. 
TURKEY VULTURE: max 16 T Lima LIVI 3 
Jan, low max. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Bald Eagle: approx. 46 ind Dec; 4 ad + 7 imm 
IB mid Jan, high for loc; 166 line eBird records 
Feb. 
N. Goshawk: no reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Conesus L WMA 15, 
28 Jan (KC, EG, GL); ~ 8 ind 6 loc Feb. 
Rough-legged Hawk: approx. 21 ind sev loc 
Dec; ~ 22 ind 16 loc Jan; ~ 37+ ind 16 loc Feb; 
max 8 BB (HW) 27 Feb (MT). 
Golden Eagle: 1 ad BB 25 Feb (JeB, CW); 
edgemere Dr, T Greece 25 Feb (JeB, CW), 
different bird; unusual for date. 
Virginia Rail: no reports. 
Am. Coot: max 120 CL 1 Jan, low. 
Sandhill Crane: 14 T Conesus LIVI 4 Dec 
(KC); max 95 NMWMA (AR) 10 Dec (JMcG); 
KB); 2 Honeoye Creek WMA 14 Dec (KK); 31 
IB-S & Ellison P, RCBC 18 Dec (sev obs), new 
for CBC; NUWMA (T Savannah & MR) 7-8 
Feb (SMa, JAk); Huckleberry Swamp WAYN 
25 Feb (JGa). 
Killdeer: arr 2 NMWMA (MR) 22 Feb 
(R&SS); many more thru. 
Purple Sandpiper: last off Edgemere Dr, T 
Greece 16 Dec (JiB). 
Am. Woodcock: arr Brockport 23 Feb (JH); 3 
T Canadice 24 Feb (B&MH); both dates Reg 
record early; ~ 16 ind 10 loc 23 Feb thru (mob) 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 300 IB-S7 Dec, low 
max; last 2 SPt 16 Jan, typical historical 
departure date; 15 OB 18 Feb (KSq), only Feb 
rep. 
THAYER’S GULL: 1 ad West Port Bay Pt 
WAYN 23 Jan (JeB, CW). 
Iceland Gull: ~ 17 ind sev loc 3-30 Dec; max 7 
Millseat Landfill, T Riga 23 Dec (BriM); 24 ind 
10 loc Jan; 6 Long Pnd, T Greece 18 Jan (GL); 
~ 6+ ind 6 loc 5-18 Feb. 
Thayer’s/Iceland Gull: Long Pond 12 Feb 
(AGu). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: ~ 19 ind sev loc 3- 
30 Dec; ~ 22 ind 12 loc 1-26 Jan; max 6 Long 
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Pnd, T Greece 18 Jan (GL); ~ 10+ ind 7 loc 4- 
16 Feb. 

Glaucous Gull: ~ 14 ind sev loc 10-31 Dec; 
max 3 Mill Seat Landfill, T Riga 23 Dec 
(BriM); ~ 7 ind 6 loc 1-26 Jan; 2 rep in Feb. 
Great Black-backed Gull: max 56 IB-S 12 
Feb (RB, NK), good count. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1-3 
Greenwell farm, Hamlin 4, 10 Dec, 1-14 Jan, 
11, 12 Feb (9 obs), site of most records recent 
yrs 
E. Screech-Owl: 30 RCBC 18 Dec; 18 
CHCBC 26 Dec; down a bit, weather. 

Snowy Owl: 8 ind 7 loc 4-31 Dec; ~58 rep, 22 
ind 13 loc Jan; Summerville Pier 1-2 Feb; Buck 
Pnd, T Greece 3, 5, 19 Feb. Long-eared Owl: 
Taylor Marsh ONTA 26 Dec (DB), CHCBC; 
Owl Woods, Manitou 25 Feb (CW), early at 
site. 

Short-eared Owl: 6 Nations Rd IBAT Avon 17 
Dec; ~ 20 ind 13 loc Jan; max 9 DEC Avon 
survey 14 Feb; intro. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Owl Woods, Mantiou 13 
Dec (ET); North Rush 18 Dec (NK); Owl 
Woods, Manitou 9, 11, 14 Feb (owl survey 
team); Black Creek Park 17 Feb (B&BM); 
rarely reported in winter. 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: Greece 13-17 
Dec (M&SA, RY), 3" Reg record, present since 
Oct, banded by RY on 13", last feeding 17", 
intro. 

Belted Kingfisher: total 24 sev loc all Jan, 
good winter number. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Nations Rd IBA, 
Huston Rd 1 Jan (FMallard, fide JK), only rep. 
no reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: total ~ 14 ind 14 
loc, good number for winter. 

Am. Kestrel: totals - 23 in Dec, 41 in Jan, and 
19 in Feb; a bit better than many recent years. 
Merlin: totals — 20 in Dec, 19 in Jan, and 17 in 
Feb; good for winter. 

Peregrine Falcon: totals — 20 in Dec, 14 in Jan, 
and 9 in Feb. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
E. Phoebe: CL WMA 22 Jan (CW), rare in 
winter. 
N. Shrike: ~ 8 ind 7 loc Dec; ~ 14 ind 13 loc 
Jan; ~ 9 ind 7 loc 2-23 Feb. 
Blue Jay: max 486 CHCBC 26 Dec, good total. 
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Am. Crow: 14800 U of Rochester 6 Dec (EG); 
max 22700 RCBC 18 Dec, downtown roost 
count, down from recent years; 2700 SUNY 
Geneseo campus 19 Jan (SB, JMcC), roost. 
FISH CROW (R2): max 7 IB-N 18 Feb (RS), 
high away from OB ans a few here in Jan, 
expanding locally. 

Horned Lark: max 468 L-SLCBC 17 Dec, 
good total; 150 NMWMA (Savannah) 26 Feb. 
Winter Wren: 9 ind 6 loc 9-28 Dec; 11 ind 9 
loc 1-22 Jan; 1 singing Durand-Eastman P 
ROCH 21 Feb. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: BB-WS 19-20 Dec 
(AGa, MG), scarce in winter. 

Hermit Thrush: ~ 12 ind 6 loc Dec; totals — 6 
in Dec; 2 ea Durand-Eastman P & Webster P 1- 
20 Jan; 6 ind 5 loc 5-28 Feb. 

Am. Robin: 2150 Jefferson Rd ROCH 15 Dec 
(NK); max 3375 RCC Dec18; 485 CHCBC 26 
Dec, record high for that CBC; 450 HB 14 Jan 
(JiM, LM); 400+ T Williamson WAYN 1 Feb 
(MG, et al.); high numbers for winter. 

Gray Catbird: 6 ind 6 loc 3-27 Dec; Webster P 
15 Jan (TL); 4 ind 4 loc 9-28 Feb; scarce in 
winter. 

Am. Pipit: Burger P, T Greece 2 Jan; SBotP 15 
Jan; Nations Rd IBA, T Avon 22 Jan; max 7 
Groveland Flats LIVI 26 Jan (KC); arr BB 
(HW) 27 Feb (PMar, BCar, MG). 

Bohemian Waxwing: East Bay Rd WAYN 14 
Jan (W&MR); Webster P (Whiting Rd) 23 Feb 
thru (LM, JiM, 12+ oth obs). 

Cedar Waxwing: max 150 Webster P (Whiting 
Rd) 10 Dec; low numbers this winter. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: scarce all season. 
Snow Bunting: max 800+ NHR 13 Dec (DS, 
MT); 300 Gloria Dr, T Penfield 13 Dec (JiM); 
375 T Kendall ORLE 29 Dec (KB, GL); 450 H 
12 Feb (AGu). 
Palm Warbler: CHCBC 26 Dec (C&JB, et al., 
video), 1* for this CBC. 
Pine Warbler: HB 4, 8 Dec (JiM, MG); Cook 
Rd, Hamlin 29 Dec (KB, GL), scarce in winter. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: IBO 21 Dec 
(JBow); Durand-Eastman P 1 Jan (JeB, CW); 2 
Webster P 25 Feb (R&SS); scarce in winter. 
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TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: Oatka Creek P 12 Dec, 13-23 Jan 
(JAd); T Nunda LIVI 21 Dec (CA); 
Beechwoods SP WAYN 23 Dec (MG); T 
Clarkson GENE 3031 Dec (CK); Cook Rd, 
Hamlin 1 Jan (JeB, CW); scarce in winter. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: max 95 T Chili 11 Feb, 
low. 
Chipping Sparrow: Bushnell’s Basin 24 Dec 
(C&HH), rare in winter. 
Field Sparrow: Nations Rd IBA 22 Jan (Jeb, 
CW), scarce in winter. 
Savannah Sparrow: max 6 Nations Rd IBA, T 
Avon 20 Dec (RS); Nations Rd IBA, T Avon 31 
Dec (RB, NK); Priem Rd, Hamlin 20 Dec 
(AGu); T Bergen MONR 3 Feb (MC, ph); 
scarce in winter 
Fox Sparrow: Fairport 3 Dec (R&GG); 1-2 
Webster P 7, 29 Dec (R&SS, JiM); Oatka Creek 
P 8 Dec (JAd); MP 5 Jan (PMar); Webster P 15 
Jan (TL); ~ 9 ind 5 loc 5-28 Feb; good numbers, 
usually rare in winter. 
Dark-eyed Junco: max 65 Churchville P 
MONR 5 Feb, low max. 
Dark-eyed “Pink-sided” Junco: HB thru 23 
Dec (mob, ph), 1* Reg record covered in detail 
last season. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 14,000 
NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 25 Feb (SB, 
JMcG, KMcGo), low numbers earlier in season. 
E. Meadowlark: 2 Sand Rd, T W Bloomfield 
ONTA 20 Dec; CHCBC 26 Dec; Nations Rd 
IBA 19 Feb; Owl Woods, Manitou 25 Feb; now 
rare in winter. 
Rusty Blackbird: BB 10 Dec; 2 T Victor 
ONTA 16 Dec; Hemlock L — N 20 Dec; 5 BB 2 
Jan (CW); arr Webster P 15 Feb (JiM); 2 Island 
Cottage Woods 25 Feb; 1 Thousand Acre 
Swamp, T Penfield 26 Feb; Owl Woods, 
Manitou 27 Feb; 2 SBotP 28 Feb. typically 
overwinters in small numbers. 
Com. Grackle: max 800 NUWMA (MR) 25 
Feb (BMcG), low max, lower numbers earlier 
in season. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: max 80 NAWMA 
(Van Dyne Spoor) 25 Feb (SB, JMcG, 
KMcGo), low max. 
Com. Redpoll: max 15 Cook Rd, Hamlin 29 
Dec; scattered few reports this winter. 
Pine Siskin: max 65 Jacobs Rd, Hamlin 4 Jan 
(AGu); small number thru. 


119 


REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 


The average high (35° F), low (22°), and mean (28°) temperatures in Ithaca were 
all within 1.0° of normal for December. The 1.7” of rain that fell that month was 
0.7” less than normal. Total snowfall for December was 16.2", 3.6" below 
normal. The average January high temperature was 35°, 4.2° above normal. The 
average low was 23°, 7.6° above normal. The 2.48” of precipitation was 0.4” 
above normal. January snowfall was 8.9”, 8.7” below normal. The average high 
temperature in February was 42°, 8° above normal, and the low was 25°, 8.5° 
above normal. February precipitation was 1.56”, 0.52" below normal. Snowfall 
in February totaled 11.0”, 3.2” below normal. 

The warm winter led to high counts for many waterfowl species. Lingering 
Hooded Mergansers were concentrated in unusually high numbers on Cayuga 
Lake in early December. Red-breasted Mergansers and Redheads achieved high 
counts in January. Early migrants swelled waterfowl numbers in late February, 
yielding high winter numbers for Mute Swan, American Wigeon, Northern 
Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Greater and Lesser Scaup, and Long-tailed Duck. 
Rare-for-the-season waterfowl included several reports of Greater White-fronted 
and Ross’s Geese and Eurasian Wigeon, a Brant, a Tufted Duck, and an early 
arriving Blue-winged Teal. 

Among other waterbirds, Double-crested Cormorants had a high winter 
count in January. An American White Pelican and two Cattle Egrets in early 
December constituted first Regional winter records for those species. At least 
one Eared Grebe was again present on Cayuga Lake at Aurora as has been the 
case for many years. 

Black Vultures made an unprecedented movement into the Region in late 
February, with individuals seen over Sapsucker Woods and Northeast Ithaca, a 
flock of eight migrating past Mark Twain State Park, and four taking advantage 
of the food available at the Stevenson Road Compost Piles in Dryden. There 
were only three reports each of Golden Eagle, Northern Goshawk, and Red- 
shouldered Hawk. All three Golden Eagle reports were from Tompkins County. 
Two of the N. Goshawk reports were from Tompkins County, the other was 
from Schuyler. Two of the Red-shouldered Hawk reports also came from 
Tompkins County. The other report was from Chemung County. 

A wintering Virginia Rail called from the marsh in Mark Twain State Park 
in mid-February. American Coot numbers were relatively low on the Finger 
Lakes. Sandhill Cranes lingered in record numbers into mid-December. Three 
were seen in Cayuga County in early January. One returning crane arrived early 
in Yates County. 
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A winter high count of six Killdeer in Seneca County was also indicative 
that Killdeer returned to the Region in numbers in February. American 
Woodcock also returned to the Region early, and six in Seneca County was a 
winter high count. Two Long-billed Dowitchers lingered in Seneca County 
through early December. Maximum counts for Bonaparte’s Gulls in Seneca 
County and Lesser Black-backed Gulls in Seneca and Chemung Counties were 
high for the season and Region. Thayer’s Gull was the rarest gull to appear in 
the Region. One was in Tompkins County in December and another was in 
Seneca County in February. 

Several Snowy Owls wintered in the Region. Three and possibly four were 
in the vicinity of Finger Lakes Regional Airport. Other reports came from 
elsewhere in Seneca County, as well as from Ontario, Yates, and Cayuga 
Counties. Short-eared Owls were also scattered throughout the Region, though 
no reports came from the Southern Tier counties. Observers only found 
Northern Saw-whet Owls in three locations, all in Tompkins County. A 
Gyrfalcon spent most of January and February in northeast Seneca County. 

Maximum counts of Lapland Longspurs and Snow Buntings were both high 
with 80 and 1,000, respectively. Winter finches were scarce, with just one Red 
Crossbill report, two Common Redpoll reports, and three Pine Siskin and four 
Evening Grosbeak reports. 

Among resident songbird species, there were high maximum counts for 
both crow species. Jeremy Collison and Eric Sibbald noticed a large number of 
American Crows flying by Stewart Park in Ithaca and undertook to count them. 
They counted more than 14,000, a high count for Tompkins County. Forty-four 
Fish Crows flying by a location in Elmira in late February was a high maximum 
winter count for the Region and may have been migrating birds. High maximum 
counts were also recorded for some other early migrating species in late 
February. These included four Fox Sparrows in the Town of Caroline in 
Tompkins County and 8000 Red-winged Blackbirds and 10,000 Common 
Grackles at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. 

Many songbirds took advantage of the mild winter to linger north of their 
usual winter ranges. These included Marsh Wrens at Montezuma NWR, Hermit 
Thrushes in several locations, American Robins with counts of more than 2000 
in both Ontario and Tompkins Counties, Gray Catbirds in Tompkins and Seneca 
Counties, a Regional high count of 42 American Pipits in Tompkins County, 
Yellow-rumped Warblers in Seneca County, Chipping Sparrows in Steuben and 
Tompkins Counties, Field Sparrows in Tompkins County, Fox Sparrows in 
Yates County, White-crowned Sparrows in Tompkins County, Savannah 
Sparrows in Seneca and Tompkins Counties, and an Eastern Towhee in 
Tompkins County. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Janet Akin, Dennis Anderson, Cindy Ahern, Scott Ahern, Bruno Arantes de 
Andrade Bueno, Kyle Arvin, Tom Auer, Joshua Bacon, Jessie Barry, Sue Barth, 
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Doug Beattie, Susan Beckhorn, Ken Beckley, Linda Clark Benedict, Steven 
Benedict, Lynn Bergmeyer, Shawn Billerman, Wes Blauvelt, Adam Bleau, 
Kathi Borgmann, Naomi Brewer, Michael Brewster, Joseph Brin, Bill Brown, M 
Brown, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, Adrian Burke, Brad Carlson, 
Donna Carter, Ethan Chaffee, Bill Chambers, Mark Chao, Jeremy Collison, Karl 
Curtis, Doug Daniels, Abby Darrah, Ian Davies, Mary DeWire, Michael 
DeWispelaere, Adriaan Dokter, Iain Downie, Andrew Dreelin, Sarah Dzielski, 
Gates Dupont, Henry Fandel, Andrew Farnsworth, Joseph Fell, Cameron 
Finucane, John Fitzpatrick, Tom Fredericks, Myron Frost, Kyle Gage, Ian 
Gardner, James Goetz, Menachem Goldstein, Bryan Gorges, Derek Green, 
Virginia Greene, Aidan Griffiths, Devin Griffiths, Jon Gross, Michael Gullo, 
Ethan Gyllenhaal, Scott Haber, Donald Hall, Sarah Hansen, Becky Harbison, 
Meena Haribal, Tobi Hefferon, Sam Heinrich, Wesley Hochachka, Bruce 
Hoover, Bill Howe, Alec Humann, Marshall Iliff, Jasdev Imani, Carolyn Jacobs, 
Karen Jennings, Anne Marie Johnson, Nick Kachala, Logan Kahle, Fredric 
Kardon, Marsha Kardon, Steve Kelling, Kenneth Kemphues, Dave Kennedy, 
Max Kirsch, Renee Kittleman, E A Knight, J Gary Kohlenberg, Augie Kramer, 
Stuart Krasnoff, Chris Kuntz, Chris Lajewski, Alex Lamoreaux, Leona Lauster, 
Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz, Taylor Long, Vincent Lostanlen, Shyla Luna, Tonya 
Luna, Brian Maltzan, Evan Mann, Patricia Martin, Jacob McCartney, Kevin 
McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, Phil McNeil, Libby 
Megna, Jim Miles, Eliot Miller, Ann Mitchell, Will Morris, Brian Morse, 
Brooke Morse, Diane Morton, Wee Hao Ng, David Nicosia, Gail Norwood, 
Dave Nutter, Bill Ostrander, Pat Palladino, Scott Peterson, Alex Petzke, Dale 
Plumley, Jay Powell, Mike Powers, Dave Robertson, Paul Rodewald, Ken 
Rosenberg, Wade & Melissa Rowley, Kevin Rybczynski, Livia Santana, Chris 
Sayers, Matt Schloss, Tom Schulenberg, Linda Scrima, Tom Shepard, Gina 
Sheridan, Dominic Sherony, Antony Shrimpton, Eric Sibbald, Maria Smith, 
Roger Smith, Joshua Snodgrass, David Sperling, Kimberly Sucy, Brian Sullivan, 
Scott Sutcliffe, Christopher Tarango, Robert Templeton, Rick Thomas, Sarah 
Toner, Mayte Torres, Vitor Valentini, Matthew Voelker, Brad Walker, Mike 
Wasilco, David Weber, Drew Weber, Adam West, David Wheeler, Christine 
Whitebread, Steven Whitebread, Alex Wiebe, Fran Willis, Joe Wing, David 
Winkler, Mark Witmer, Heather Wolf, Chris Wood, David Zmoda. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CanL — Canandaigua L; CygL — Cayuga L; HP — Harris P, CAYU; MNWR — 
Montezuma NWR; MyPt — Myers Pt, TOMP; SenL — Seneca L; SRC — 
Stevenson Rd Compost Piles, TOMP; StP — Stewart P, TOMP; SW — Sapsucker 
Woods, TOMP; TDan — T Danby, TOMP; TDry — T Dryden, TOMP; TFay — T 
Fayette, SENE; TSF — T Seneca Falls, SENE; TTy — T Tyre, SENE; VCL — Van 
Cleef L, SENE. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
WINTER 2016-17 


Townsend’s Solitaire, Southold, Suffolk, 16 Jan 2017, © Steve Walter. 
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Great Gray Owl, Fort Covington, Franklin, 19 Feb 2017 © Derek Rogers. 
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Ross’s Gull, Tupper Lake, Franklin, 27 Jan 2017, © George Chiu. 
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Clark’s Grebe, Oswego Harbor, Oswego, 28 Feb 2017, © Sue Barth. 
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“Ipswich” Savannah Sparrow, Orange, 29 Dec 2016, © Linda Scrima. See article pp. 
103-104. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: 
SW 15 Dec (SBi!, JMcG, BW), migrating over 
with Snow Geese; Woodville Boat Launch, 
CanL, YATE 16 Dec (BiHo, ph!); n end of 
CanL 17-18 Jan (DD!, BroM, ph, MGu, ph); 
CygL SP 20 Jan-5 Feb (mob!, ph). 

Snow Goose: max 50,000 MNWR 24 Feb. 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R3): Reynolds State Game 
Farm TOMP 4 Dec (KMcGo!), migrating over 
with Snow Geese; StP 1-2 Jan (mob!, ph); T 
Fleming CAYU 2 Jan (DGre!), migrating over 
with Snow Geese; CygL SP 15-21 Jan (mob!, 
ph); n end of CanL 6-7 Feb (mob!, ph); Aurora 
11 Feb (EAK!). 

BRANT (R3): TDry 5 Jan (TLe, JMcG, BW). 
Cackling Goose: max 6 Lakefront P, C Geneva 
27 Dec; many reports thru. 

Mute Swan: max 20 ne CygL 26 Feb (DWi), 
high. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 13 CygL SP. 

Tundra Swan: max 2350 HP 10 Dec. 

Wood Duck: max 3 Risser Rd Swamp ONTA 
28 Feb; many reports thru. 

Gadwall: max 250 MNWR 26 Feb. 
EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): arr CygL, T 
Varick SENE 18 Feb (JoBa!), early; CygL, TSF 
19-26 Feb; Risser Road Swamp ONTA 22 Feb; 
MNWR 24 Feb thru. 

Am. Wigeon: max 500 MNWR 27 Feb (DWh, 
RK), high. 

Am. Black Duck: max 500 CygL SP 16 Jan, 5 
Feb. 

Mallard: max 2500 CygL SP 16 Jan. 
BLUE-WINGED TEAL (R3): Sullivanville 
Dam CHEM 25 Feb (MP!), early. 

N. Shoveler: last 23 Mud Lock CAYU 18 Dec; 
2 TDan 18 Dec; 2 SW 13 Jan; TSF 16 Jan; arr 
CygL SP 15 Feb; max 100 MNWR 26 Feb. 

N. Pintail: max 1500 MNWR 26 Feb (JGK), 
high. 

Green-winged Teal: max 100 MNWR 6 Dec 
(KMcGo) & 25 Feb (DK), high. 

Canvasback: max 3000 CygL SP 15 Feb. 
Redhead: max 20,800 StP 16 Jan (BAAB, IDa, 
TF, VV), high. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 562 MNWR 24 Feb. 
TUFTED DUCK: Perry Pt, SenL YATE 22 
Jan-2 Feb (mob!, ph). 

Greater Scaup: max 3000 HP, CygL 25 Feb 
(EG, GL), high. 

Lesser Scaup: max 5000 CygL, T Aurelius 
CAYU 26 Feb (ABu, HF, EM), high. 
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Surf Scoter: MyPt, CygL 23-24 Dec (JMcG, 
BMcG, CWo); 2 CygL, Aurora (TA), only 
reports. 

White-winged Scoter: max 8 StP 14 Dec. 
Black Scoter: 2 Dryden L TOMP 5 Dec 
(JMcG, KMcGo); MyPt, CygL 17 Dec (WHD); 
last CygL, Ithaca 21-29 Dec (mob), late; only 
reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 30 MNWR 28 Feb 
(MaDW), high. 

Bufflehead: max 100 Wyers Pt, CygL SENE 7 
Jan; 100 Sheldrake SENE 7 Jan. 

Com Goldeneye: max 369 SenL SP SENE 28 
Jan. 

Hooded Merganser: max 342 CygL, Ithaca 9 
Dec (ADo), high. 

Com. Merganser: max 720 CygL, TSF 7 Jan. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 247 CygL, T 
Ledyard CAYU 16 Jan (KMcGo), high. 
Ruddy Duck: max 30 CygL SP 1 Dec; 30 HP 
13 Dec. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 17 TFay 20 Dec 
(DK), high, origins unknown. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 6 TDry 7 Feb. 

Wild Turkey: max 100 T Caton STEU 10 Feb. 
Red-throated Loon: TDan 3 Dec (IDa), 
migrating over; TDry 3 Dec (JeBa, CWo), 
migrating over; max 3 StP 4 Dec (JC), only 
reports. 

Com. Loon: max 200 StP 4 Dec. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 9 CygL, Ithaca 22 Jan. 
Horned Grebe: max 19 CygL, Aurora 20 Feb. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 3 SenL, Dresden 22 
Jan; 3 CygL, T Varick SENE 25 Jan; 3 CygL, 
Sheldrake SENE 28 Jan. 

EARED GREBE (R3): CygL, Aurora 7-16 Jan 
(mob!). 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 38 Perry Pt, 
SenL YATE 22 Jan (TLe, MGo), high. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R3): StP 3-4 Dec 
(mob!, ph), first Reg winter record. 

Great Blue Heron: max 5 CygL, TSF 25 Jan- 
19 Feb. 

CATTLE EGRET (R3): 2 TTy 4-13 Dec 
(mob!, ph), first Reg winter record. 

Black Vulture: arr 2 SW 23 Feb (mob!); max 8 
Mark Twain SP 25 Feb (MF, BO!), high; 4 
SRC 26-27 Feb (mob!, ph). 

Turkey Vulture: max 32 SRC 28 Jan. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 


Bald Eagle: max 12 CygL SP 19-20 Feb. 
N. Harrier: max 18 MNWR 10 Dec. 
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N. Goshawk: TDry 12 Dec (JMcG!, LSa); 
TDan 16 Dec (WB!); T Catharine SCHU 11 
Feb (CWo!), only reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: TDan 15 Dec (IDa!); 
T Van Etten CHEM 24-26 Feb (TF!); Lindsay- 
Parsons Biodiversity Preserve TOMP 25 Feb 
(EM!, ES); only reports. 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 24 Reynolds State 
Game Farm TOMP 16 Dec. 

Rough-legged Hawk: max 8 MNWR 19 Dec. 
Golden Eagle: StP 30 Jan (JG!); SW 16 Feb 
(TLe!); Northeast Ithaca 28 Feb (KRo); only 
reports. 

VIRGINIA RAIL (R3): Mark Twain SP 11 
Feb (BO). 

Am. Coot: max 304 CanL ONTA 26 Feb, low. 
Sandhill Crane: max 89 TTy 11 Dec (AS), 
high; last 20 T W Union STEU 18 Dec; 3 T 
Genoa CAYU 2 Jan; arr Keuka P YATE 22 Feb 
(BB), early. 

Killdeer: last T Erwin STEU 10 Dec; arr 
Watkins Glen Central High School SCHU 21 
Feb; max 6 Seybolt Rd Bait Pds SENE 22 Feb 
(MT), high. 

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (R3): 2 TTy 
7 Dec (DD, ph), late. 

Am. Woodcock: arr T Horseheads CHEM 21 
Feb (RS), early; max 6 Willard WMA SENE 
(eBird!), high. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 21 CygL SP 6 Dec 
(KMcGo), high; last 9 Frontenac P CAYU 18 
Dec. 

THAYER’S GULL: StP 10 Dec (mob!, ph); 
SRC 10 Dec (KMcGo!, ph); CygL, TSF 5 Feb 
(MGo, LK, TLe!, ph). 

Iceland Gull: max 5 VCL 17 Dec; 4 StP 17 
Feb. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 4 VCL 17 
Dec (DK); 4 Elmira Dam CHEM 2 Feb (JC, 
TLe), high. 

Glaucous Gull: max 2 VCL. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 165 StP 1 Jan. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: max 300 City of Ithaca 29 Jan, 
low. 
Mourning Dove: max 72 TDry 18 Dec, low. 
E. Screech-Owl: max 11 TDry 1 Jan. 
Great Horned Owl: max 5 Freeville 14 Jan. 
Snowy Owl: max 3 Finger Lakes Regional 
Airport 4-22 Jan (mob), high. 
Short-eared Owl: max 6 T Phelps ONTA 5-17 
Feb. 


Snow Bunting: max 1000 TFay 6 Feb (DK!), 
high. 
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N. Saw-whet Owl: Hammond Hill State Forest 
TOMP 22 Jan (BMcG); Roy H Park Preserve 
TOMP 6-22 Feb (mob); TDry 14 Feb (CWo), 
only reports. 

GYRFALCON: TFay and TSF 5 Jan-20 Feb 
(mob!, ph). 

Peregrine Falcon: max 2 Grove Street Fishing 
Access CHEM 1 & 11 Feb; 2 Cornell 
University 15 Feb. 

E. Phoebe: T Romulus SENE 5 Feb (MGo, 
LK, TLe!, ph), only report. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: max 2 TFay 2 Dec-24 Feb. 
Blue Jay: max 28 TDry 1 Jan, low. 
Am. Crow: max 14,196 StP 10 Dec (JC, ES!), 
high for TOMP. 
Fish Crow: max 44 Grove Street Fishing 
Access CHEM 25 Feb (BO!), high. 
Com. Raven: max 14 Goetchicus Preserve 
TOMP 10 Dec. 
Horned Lark: max 450 T Lansing TOMP 14 
Feb. 
Black-capped Chickadee: max 99 TDry 1 Jan. 
Tufted Titmouse: max 26 Cayuga Heights 1 
Jan. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 8 T Owasco 
CAYU 2 Jan. 
Brown Creeper: max 4 Deans Cove State 
Marine P SENE 2 Jan 17, low. 
Marsh Wren: 3 MNWR 19 Dec (JA!); MNWR 
19 Jan (ADa!); only reports. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 4 von Engeln 
Preserve TOMP 2 Dec, low. 
E. Bluebird: max 30 Queen Catharine Marsh 
SCHU 26 Dec. 
Hermit Thrush: Owasco L Inlet 3 Dec; SW 4 
Dec; Cornell Research Pds TOMP 7 Dec; TDry 
1 Jan; TDry 5 Jan; Canoga SENE 16 Jan; von 
Engeln Preserve TOMP 22 Jan. 
Am. Robin: max 2500 T Hopewell ONTA 15 
Dec (MW!), high; 2100 Moore’s Tree Farm 
TOMP 8 Jan (JMcG), high. 
GRAY CATBIRD: SRC 1 Dec (JC); T Covert 
SENE 22 Jan (VV). 
N. Mockingbird: max 8 TFay 24 Feb. 
Cedar Waxwing: max 60 City of Ithaca 1 Jan, 
low. 
Am. Pipit: max 42 MyPt 10 Dec (JMcG), high. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max 80 T Genoa CAYU 
(JeBa, CWo!), high. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: TFay 25 Jan (DK, 
ph); TFay 4 Feb (DK); only reports. 
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TOWHEES-WEAVERS 
E. TOWHEE (R3): T Ithaca 7 Dec-16 Feb 
(FK, MKa,ph). 
CHIPPING SPARROW (R3): T Corning 10 
Dec (AP!); Cornell University 12 Dec (JC, ph). 
Field Sparrow: TFay 24 Dec (DK, ph); 
Freeville Marshes TOMP 7 Jan (CWo!); T 
Ithaca TOMP 12 Feb (FK, MKa!); only reports. 
Savannah Sparrow: Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Course TOMP 21 Dec (ADo); Finger Lakes 
Regional Airport SENE 2 Jan (SKr, BMcG, 
ph); max 4 Lott Farm SENE 8 Jan (CA, SA!), 
high; Louis Agassiz Fuertes Bird Sanctuary 
TOMP 5 Feb (Wee Hao Ng); only reports. 
Fox Sparrow: last T Starkey YATE 16-19 Dec 
(TSh), late; arr 2 T Cayuta SCHU 25 Feb; T 
Ithaca 25 Feb; T Covert 25 Feb; max 4 T 
Caroline TOMP (SKe), high. 
Song Sparrow: max 7 West Elmira Riverine 
Forest CHEM 24 Feb, low. 
Swamp Sparrow: max 4 Queen Catharine 
Marsh SCHU. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 4 SRC 12 Dec 
& 21 Jan. 
Dark-eyed Junco: max 47 T Corning 10 Dec, 
low. 
N. Cardinal: max 23 T Starkey YATE 12 Feb, 
low. 


Red-winged Blackbird: max 8000 MNWR 23- 
24 Feb (JC, MGo, MH, ES), high. 

E. Meadowlark: SenL SP T Waterloo SENE 
27 Feb (TLe), only report. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr MNWR 24 Feb; SW 24 
Feb; max 15 TDry 26 Feb. 

Com. Grackle: arr 10 Watkins Glen 17 Feb; 
max 10,000 MNWR 24 Feb (MH), high. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: max 250 MNWR 23 
Feb. 

House Finch: max 65 Glenora Falls YATE 26 
Feb, low. 

Purple Finch: max 4 T Ovid SENE 19-20 Feb. 
Red Crossbill: T Sempronius CAYU 17 Dec 
(EM), only report. 

Com. Redpoll: T Cayuta SCHU 13 Feb (GN!); 
T Manchester ONTA 28 Jan (DSp); only 
reports. 

Pine Siskin: T Ulysses TOMP 18 Dec (VV); 
TDry 21 Feb (CWo); TDan 10 Feb (Andy 
Johnson); only reports. 

Am. Goldfinch: max 45 T Summerhill CAYU, 
low. 

Evening Grosbeak: Roy H Park Preserve 
TOMP 6 Dec (CWo!); Palmer Woods TOMP 8 
Dec (MSm, DaWe!); TDan 21 Dec (IDa); 2 
TDry 7 Jan (CWo!); only reports. 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 


William Kuk 
26 Esther Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903 
ckennykuk@siny.rr.com 


Temperatures, snowfall, and corresponding precipitation were above normal for 
the 2016-2017 winter season. Data from the Binghamton National Weather 
Service station was used as a proxy for Region 4. February in particular was 
unseasonably warm, with a record high temperature of 70° F on the 24" and the 
second highest monthly average temperature on record. For the winter period, 
mean temperature was 28.6°, 3.9° above normal. Total precipitation was 9.85”, 
2.26" above normal. Snowfall was 64.9", 7.8” above normal. Snowfall from the 
beginning of the season to the end of February was 93.5", 29.6" above normal. 
Periods of high temperatures and heavy rainfall resulted in average snow depth 
(three inches) actually being below normal by one inch for the season. 
December started relatively warm, with little to no snow cover across 
much of the Region. Temperatures turned colder with several snowfalls building 
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to a maximum snow depth of 10 inches on 17 December. This date coincided 
with a number of Christmas Bird Counts in the Region affecting access to state 
forest lands and seasonal roads in the higher elevations. Mid-December was also 
when most ponds and smaller lakes iced in. Warmer days and rainfall in late 
December and early January again resulted in little to no snow cover. 12-13 
January recorded temperatures in the low 50s. While most ponds and lakes were 
frozen over for the mid-winter waterfowl count, snow cover was minimal and 
most rivers were relatively ice free with high water levels. Average snow depth 
in January was only one inch. 

Mid-February saw colder weather and several snowfalls building again to 
an average snow depth of 10 inches on the 16-17". It was immediately 
followed by a significant warming trend, with many daily high temperature 
records set from the 23-28". We see very significant early migration of 
waterfowl, American Robin, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Turkey 
Vulture, and other species starting around 18 February, corresponding with this 
major southerly air flow. 

There were good numbers and distribution of several winter migrants, 
including: Snow Bunting, Horned Lark, American Tree Sparrow, and Rough- 
legged Hawk. Cedar Waxwings were reported in good numbers. Purple Finch 
reports were lower than normal. Northern Shrike reports were concentrated in 
Broome, Chenango, and Cortland Counties. Other winter migrants were 
virtually absent or reported in very low numbers. There was one report of two 
Common Redpolls at Long Pond State Forest and one report of a single Red 
Crossbill at Whitney Point Multiple Use Area, both in December. Pine Siskins 
were reported infrequently and in very small numbers. Evening Grosbeaks were 
primarily seen at a feeder location near Truxton and another in Downsville. 
There were no reports of Pine Grosbeak. 

There were many lingering half-hardies including: Chipping Sparrow, Fox 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Gray Catbird, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Red- 
winged Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, and Common Grackle. With mostly open 
water at the start of the winter season, there was a large number of waterfowl 
Species present well into December and even into early January. Several species 
made unexpected mid-winter appearances including: Gadwall, Northern Pintail, 
Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, Greater Scaup, White-winged Scoter, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Red-necked Grebe, and Pied-billed Grebe. Of note, is 
a high count of 85 American Coot at Otsego Lake on 28 January. 

There were a number of rare species reported in the Region this period. 
What is believed to be the first Ross’s Goose record for Broome County was 
three individuals seen at the Polar Shot Driving Range in Johnson City on 18 
December. Luck struck twice, with a second sighting of a single Ross’s Goose 
in the Chenango Bridge area from 15-20 January. These sightings are the second 
eBird report of Ross’s Goose in Region 4. 

Other Region 4 winter rarities include: Cackling Goose seen at Pepacton 
Reservoir and Stupke Pond in Cortland; Short-eared Owl at Raish Hill in 


130 The Kingbird 2017 June; 67 (2) 


Candor; Northern Saw-whet Owl in North Norwich; Lapland Longspur in 
McDonough & Lisle; Black Scoter at Chenango Lake in New Berlin; and Lesser 
Black-backed Gull at Plymouth Reservoir. 

Tom Salo provided some interesting information relative to the Delaware- 
Otsego Audubon Society (DOAS) camera trapping activities. They operated 
nine camera trap sites this winter, baited with road-killed deer. Golden Eagles 
were recorded feeding less often than in recent winters. Five sites had goldens 
present during the period. Most of these birds made single appearances at 
various sites. The one site located within the Catskill Park (Town of 
Middletown, Delaware) had many more individuals than other sites, as is typical 
for this area. However, even this site had fewer individuals than normal. At least 
six individuals fed there during January and February, with goldens present most 
days. A juvenile bird tagged with a GPS device on 2 February returned and 
continued feeding at the site into April. 

Golden Eagles were observed in person on several occasions in Burlington, 
Otsego County. These birds, a first winter bird and an adult, were never 
photographed feeding on carrion. Their behavior, observed from a distance, and 
also from a blind at the site, suggested they were hunting ravens. Raven 
numbers reached at least 70 at that site and the site in the Town of Middletown. 

A juvenile Northern Goshawk was present most days (after 7 February) 
feeding on carrion at the Middletown site. Patterns of behavior in the 
photographic record suggest the ravens considered the goshawk a serious threat. 
Ravens keep a distance from Golden Eagles but were very rarely in the same 
photograph as the goshawk. The trapper in the blind observed the goshawk 
chasing and grabbing a raven. The birds then went out of sight. The remains of 
one raven were discovered under a bush, where an eagle would be unlikely to 
feed. 

Bald Eagles were photographed at every site, with 10-12 typical daily at 
the site in Burlington. Rough-legged Hawks were scarce with only three 
individuals photographed this winter. Red-tailed Hawks were common at sites 
with few ravens. A Barred Owl was photographed in Springfield. 

In total, 119 species were reported in Region 4 during the winter season. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Dennis Anderson, Diane Apker, Tom Auer, Kristen Balschunat, Catherine 
Barron, Jessie Barry, Allison Bartholomew, Betty Bayles, Gregory Bennett, 
Shawn Billerman, Katie Bird, Wes Blauvelt, Brent Bomkamp, Marty Borko, 
Shannon Bosket, Justin Bower, Carol Brodie, Dennis Brown, Joanie Brown, 
Ken Burdick, Adrian Burke, Heather Burnett, Kathleen Byers, Joe Carey, 
George Chiu, Geraldine Clark, Richard Cohen, Anthony Collerton, Jeremy 
Collison, Sandy Covington, Nina Daley & Philip Cowan, Abby Darrah, Ian 
Davies, Kathryn Davino, Tanja deMauro, Andrew Demma, Renee DePrato, 
Michael DeWispelaere, Iain Downie, Andrew Dreelin, William Earley, Jessica 
Ewing, Henry Fandel, Andrew Farnsworth, H Faulkner, Pete Fenner, Chris 
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Fleet, Elizabeth Frascatore, Tim French, Brian Fronckowiak, John Gaglione, Ian 
Gardner, Martha Gauthier, Linda Gessling, Mary Gleason, Doug Gochfeld, 
James Goetz, Menachem Goldstein, Concetta Goodrich, Lisa Gorn, Robert 
Grajewski, Derek Green, Kevin Griffith, Barbara Hall, Larry Hall, Linda Hall, 
Peter Harrity, Sam Heinrich, Melissa Hildebrant, Tim Hill, Sharon Holbert, 
James Hoteling, MaryPat Hyland, Jennifer Hyypio, Marshall Iliff, Christy 
Jaromack, Andy Johnson, Tom Johnson, Jacob Johnston, M. Jordan, Fredric 
Kardon, Marsha Kardon, James Kellam, Steve Kelling, Rob Keys, Rebecca 
Kindig, Hugh Kingery, Norma Kinney, Max Kirsch, Renee Kittleman, Jeff 
Kmetz, Allan Kresock, Andria Kroner, William Kuk, Alex Lamoreaux, Victor 
Lamoureux, Tom Lathrop, Tim Lenz, Lois Lindberg, Jack Lupo, Wes 
MacKenzie, Margeaux Maerz, Larry Main, David McCartt, Jay McGowan, 
Kevin McGowan, Phil McNeil, Matthew D. Medler, Linda Menyhart, Holly 
Merker, Karen Miller, Ann Mitchell, Brian Morse, Brooke Morse, Whitney 
Mortimer, Jeffrey Murray, David Nicosia, Lucas Nordberg, Meghan 
Oberkircher, Maria Olsen, Suzanne O'Rourke, Ruth Pedersen, Nancy Perfetto, 
Pamela Peters, Nathan Pieplow, Susan Pixley, Mike Porter, Hugh Powell, Les 
Preston, Angus Pritchard, Ewan Pritchard, Rusty Pritchard, John Pumilio, Bill 
Purcell, Emilly Roach, Melissa Roach, Janet Rosenberg, Ken Rosenberg, Kristin 
Ross, Randy Ross, Mickey Ryan, Thomas Salo, Marie Saltys, Maria Salva, 
Michael Scheibel, Steven Schellenger, Tom Schulenberg, Laura Schurter, Patti 
Schuster, Eric Sibbald, Jeffrey Smith, Rod Spangle, Andrew Spencer, Kerri 
Spooner, Cynthia Staley, Shirley Stout, Taylor Sturm, Brian Sullivan, Suzanne 
Summers, Natsuko Suzuki, Abbie Tamber, Patricia Thorpe, Linda Truman, P. 
Twink, Marguerite Uhlmann-Bower, Vitor Valentini, Alison Van Keuren, 
Jessica Van splinter, Evelyn Vavra, Lance Verderame, Matthew Voelker, Brad 
Walker, Jason Wanaselja, Anita Wasson, Dan Watkins, Bruce Watson, David 
Weber, Drew Weber, Jonathan Weeks, Inga Wells, David Wheeler, Brian 
Whipple, Fran Willis, Glenn Wilson, Sam Wilson, Mark Witmer, Chris Wood, 
Matthew Young. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BCBC — Binghamton Christmas Bird Count; BPd — Boland Pd; BUNP — 
Binghamton University Nature Preserve; CANN — Cannonsville Res; CCBC - 
Cortland Christmas Bird Count; CHLk — Chenango L, New Berlin; DOR — 
Dorchester P, Whitney Pt; HCP — Hillcrest Pits, Port Dickenson; LIME — Lime 
Hollow, Cortland; MICH — Michigan Hollow, Spencer, Tioga; OTLk - Otsego 
L; PEP — Pepacton Res; SKAN — Skaneatlas L, CORT; STUP — Stupke Pd, 
Cortland; SUS - Susquehanna Ri, Broome; ULCP — Upper Lisle CP; WHIT — 
Whitney Pt Res. 
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WATERFOWL —- VULTURES 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R4): 3 Johnson City 28 Dec, 
1‘ record BROO, 2™ Reg 4 eBird record; 1 
Chenango Bridge 15-20 Jan. 

Cackling Goose: 2 PEP 4 Dec; 1 STUP 28 Jan; 
rare. 

Mute Swan: | Hickories Park Owego 3 Dec, 
unusual. 

Wood Duck: 2 Chenango R. Greene 28 Dec; 1 
Cortland 15-20 Jan; late. 

Gadwall: 1 or 2 in multiple loc BROO, CORT & 
DELA Dec & Jan, unusual number of sightings 
for winter. 

Am. Wigeon: last 1 Downsville 27 Dec; first 4 
HCP 8 Feb. 

N. Shoveler: 1 CHLk 1-9 Dec, late; 1 LIME 13 
Jan, rare. 

N. Pintail: BROO, LIME, Marathon, unusual # 
sightings mid-winter. 

Green-winged Teal: last 2 LIME 12 Dec; 2 
MICH 24 Jan, early. 

Redhead: max 60 Otsego Lake 14 Jan; max 39 
CCBC 17 Dec; max 20 HCP 20 Feb, 
overwintered sev loc. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 370 Allen Lake OTSE 
2 Dec; overwintered sev loc across Reg, unusual. 
Greater Scaup: 8 CANN 2 Jan; 1 Susquehanna 
River BROO 4 Jan, 9 Jan. & 4 Feb; unusual. 
Lesser Scaup: 1 Whitney Point NY-79 gravel pit 
16 Dec, late; first 2 Clarke Pond Otsego Lake 27 
Feb. 

White-winged Scoter: 2 Chenango River 
Binghamton 31 Dec-3 Jan, unexpected loc & 
time. 

Black Scoter: 1 CHLk thru 1-9 Dec, first seen 8 
Nov, first eBird winter record. 

Long-tailed Duck: 2 DOR 2 Dec; 2 SUS 14 
Dec; 1 PEP 31 Dec; 1 HCP 1 Jan; 1 SKAN 8 Jan; 
late dates. 

Bufflehead: max 10 CHLk | Dec. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 60 SKAN 28 Dec 
Hooded Merganser: max 70 WHIT 7 Dec. 
Com. Merganser: max 500 WHIT 15 Dec. 
Red-breasted Merganser: last 1 DOR 15 Dec; 
WHIT 26 Jan, early; most winter sightings in 
BROO. 

Ruddy Duck: max 13 CHLk 4 Dec; last 1 HCP 
19 Dec, late. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: scarce, sporadic 
sightings across Reg. 

Wild Turkey: max 150 Greene 14 Jan. 
Red-throated Loon: 3 CANN 4 Dec; 2 OTLk 
20 Feb; rare. 

Com. Loon: | SKAN 17 Dec; 1 PEP 22 Dec; 2 
OTLk 24 Dec; 1 PEP 27 Dec-1 Jan; 5 OTLk 14 
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Jan; 6 OTLk 22 Feb; 2 OTLk 27 Feb, unexpected 
numbers this winter. 

Pied-billed Grebe: 2 OTLk 28 Dec; 1 SUS 2 
Jan; 1 Tioughnioga River Virgil 15-16 Jan; rare 
in winter; first 1 BPd 25 Feb. 

Red-necked Grebe: 1 HCP 9 Jan, rare. 
Double-crested Cormorant: 1 SUS 9 & 17 Dec, 
rare. 

Turkey Vulture: rare 1 Dickinson Broome 2 
Jan; 1 Hartwick Otsego 8 Jan; rare in winter; 1 
Owego 19 Feb, early. 


HAWKS - ALCIDS 
Bald Eagle: max 12 CANN 23 Jan, fairly 
common thru Reg. 
N. Harrier: unusual, fair number of sightings rep 
thu. 
N. Goshawk: rare 1 Oxford 19-21 Dec; 1 
Colchester 17 Feb; 1 Meredith 18 Feb; rare in 
winter. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 1 OTLk 14 Jan; 1 
Vestal 25 Feb, scarce or under reported. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 11 Sherburne CBC 
17 Dec; widespread, fair numbers rep CHEN. 
Golden Eagle: max 8 Franklin Mountain 9 Dec. 
Am. Coot: max 85 OTLk 28 Jan, overwintered 
HCP & OTLk. 
Killdeer: last 3 Cincinnatus Lake CHEN 9 Dec; 
first 1 Downsville 19 Feb. 
Am. Woodcock: first 1 Otsego 23 Feb. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: 2 DOR 2 Dec, late. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1 Plymouth Res. 
CHEN 2-4 Dec; 1 CCBC 17 Dec; rare. 
Greater Black-backed Gull: 10 CCBC 17 Dec; 
3 Cortland Gravel Pits 24 Dec; 1 Cortland Gravel 
Pits 1-3 Jan & 28 Jan. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
E. Screech-Owl: 1 MICH thru; 1 Pharsalia 14 
Dec; 1 Union BROO 17 Dec; 1 Greene 29 Dec; 1 
Otsego 1 Jan; 1 Bainbridge 15 Jan; 1 Truxton 2 
Feb; 1 BUNP 27 Feb; scarce, probably 
underreported. 
Great Horned Owl: scarce, distributed but 
underreported. 
Barred Owl: scarce, probably underreported. 
Short-eared Owl: 1 Raish Hill Candor 4 Dec, 
rare. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: 1 North Norwich 1 Dec, rare. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 2 Scott CORT 2 Jan, 
rare in winter. 
N. Flicker: 1 Cortlandville 9 Dec; 1 Scott 28 
Dec; 1 Owego 1 Jan; 1 Fenton 22 Jan; 1 South 
Kortright 4 Feb. 
Merlin: scarce, a few rep throughout Reg. 
Peregrine Falcon: 2 Binghamton thru, expected. 
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FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: BROO, CHEN, & CORT thru, 
scarce. 
Fish Crow: scarce, a few rep near waterways 
between Binghamton & Owego; 
Com. Raven: max 70+ OTSE, at eagle survey 
sites; fairly widespread thru. 
Horned Lark: max 120 Preble 9 Jan; scattered 
rep BROO, CHEN, & CORT. 
Winter Wren: 1 ULCP 4 Dec; 1 Chenango 
Valley SP 3-16 Jan; rare in winter. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 1 River Rd Endwell 11 
Feb, rare in winter. 
Hermit Thrush: 1 BUNP 18 Feb, rare in winter. 
Gray Catbird: 1 Downsville 10-11 Dec & 26 
Feb; 1 Greene 16 Dec; rare in winter. 
N. Mockingbird: scarce, scattered rep BROO, 
CORT & TIOG. 


Cedar Waxwing: max 110 Barton TIOG 21 Feb; 
fairly widely reported. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: 1 McDonough 4 Dec; Lisle 
1 Jan; rare. 

Snow Bunting: max 300 Lisle thru Jan; first 
DOR 7 Dec, widespread. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Am. Tree Sparrow: max 50 Whitney Point 
MUA 15 Dec, widespread. 


Chipping Sparrow: 1 BUNP 9 Dec; 1 Laurens 
11 Dec; late. 

Fox Sparrow: | River Rd Endwell 22 Dec; 1 
South Kortright 4 Feb; rare in winter. 

Swamp Sparrow: | Downsville 4 Dec & 2 Jan; 
1 MICH 4 Jan; 3 ULCP 25 Jan. 

Red-winged Blackbird: 1 Pharsalia 19 Dec; 1 
Maine BROO 29 Jan; 1 Chenango BROO 7 Feb; 
unusual in winter; first 1 Smithboro TIOG 18 
Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: 3 Otsego 18 Dec; 1 Owego 1 
Jan; 1 LIME 6 Feb; rare in winter; first 1 BPd 24 
Feb. 

Com. Grackle: 1 Whitney Point 14 Dec, late; 4 
Otsego 12 Feb, early. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: scarce, a few mid- 
winter rep BROO, CHEN, CORT, & TIOG. 
Purple Finch: scarce, a few scattered rep across 
Reg. 

Red Crossbill: 1 Whitney Point MUA 7 Dec, 
rare; not reported in high elevation conifer 
plantations in CHEN & CORT. 

Com. Redpoll: 2 Long Pond SF 4 Dec, 
extremely scarce. 

Pine Siskin: 1 Richford 6 Dec; 1 Laurens 11 
Dec; 3 Afton 13 Dec; 2 Virgil 27 Jan-12 Feb; 7 
Colchester 17-20 Feb; 1 Union BROO 19 Feb; 
scarce. 

Evening Grosbeak: | Long Pond SF 4 Dec; 6 
Downsville thru; 18 Truxton thru; consistently 
seen only at two feeder loc. 
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REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 


Matt Perry 
3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63@roadrunner.com 


David Wheeler 
20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64@aol.com 


The winter season was milder than average, with each month a little warmer than 
the one that preceded it. The mean temperature for December in Syracuse was 29 ° 
F, which is only 0.2° higher than average. Snowfall for the month was 37.2” which 
was 4.5" greater than normal. A cold spell that hit mid-month plunged temperatures 
to just below zero in most of the Region and served to lock up shallow ponds and 
lakes in ice. Predictably the cold spell was most acute in the northern part of the 
Region. The temperature dipped to -24° in Old Forge on 16 December. In January 
the amount of ice cover on the Region’s lakes substantially decreased and what 
snow there was melted. Snowfall in Syracuse was only 8.4” in January which is 
more than 25” below normal. The average temperature for the month was 29.1°, 
which is 5.5° higher than usual. In Old Forge on 24 January, half an inch of ice 
followed by 6” of wet snow took down many trees. In February the mean 
temperature in Syracuse was 33.2°, fully 7.3° higher than the norm. Close to three 
feet of snow fell in February, which is 7.4" more than average, but the advent of 
warm winds from the south during the last week of the month seemed to herald an 
early spring. 

More open water than normal on virtually all of the Region’s lakes gave 
waterfowl and their allies a wide selection of waters to spend the winter in. 
Although much of the notoriously shallow Oneida Lake froze in mid-December, 
Bill Purcell reported that the lake’s wider western end was partly open on 1 January. 
He further noted that by 26 February that same portion of the lake was completely 
open. This was the earliest ice-out date he could recall for the location, though it 
should be noted that Oneida froze over again in March. Onondaga Lake, usually the 
last to freeze, remained partly to mostly open throughout the period. Despite the 
overall lack of ice that normally forms on the Region’s rivers and lakes, 
concentration of gulls was quite good. 


Forest mast and wild food supplies in general were lacking in the Region this 
winter. However, many people reported above average supplies of wild grapes and 
European buckthorn berries. This fruit may have been what sustained the apparently 
unprecedented number of American Robins that wintered in the Region. Record 
numbers were found on virtually all of the Region’s CBCs, and small flocks were 
widespread throughout the period. In a summary of the Syracuse CBC, which took 
place on 17 December, Kevin McGann wrote that the high count of 1,272 robins 
found on the count day shattered the old record of 698. Long-time observer Gerry 
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Smith commented that he hadn’t seen anything like it in 55 years of birding. 
Indeed, the robins seemed to be working our Region in a circuit and sometimes 
doubling back to hit the same habitats again. At Spring Farm Nature Preserve in 
southern Oneida County, Matt Perry reported that in just a few days, robins had 
stripped every winterberry bush of its fruit, and this was after they consumed all the 
wild grapes and virtually all of the buckthorn berries on the property. Interestingly, 
although the latter two fruits usually disappear before winter is over, the less 
palatable winterberries normally remain on the bushes. 


As it turned out the robins couldn’t be used as an indicator of abundance for 
other half-hardy species. In fact no other “half-hardies” occurred in above average 
numbers. Perhaps most notably missing from the roster of winter frugivores were 
the waxwings, which were only lightly represented in the Region. Why, if so 
favorable for robins to remain, were there so few waxwings? 


South winds and warm temperatures in the final week of February served as 
an early conveyer for many migrants into the Region. Typical early-March migrants 
like Snow Geese, Turkey Vultures, raptors, Killdeer, American Woodcocks, and 
blackbird species came pouring in with the promise of an early spring. They would 
soon be disappointed as winter returned for most of March, but that will be a 
subject for the spring report. 


There were some reasonably good high counts of a few waterfowl species 
throughout the winter, in spite of much open water leading to fewer big duck 
concentrations. An impressive 224 Tundra Swans were observed on Oneida Lake at 
Brewerton on 4 January. On 5 December 91 Gadwall were seen at Fair Haven State 
Park. 350 Redhead on Otisco Lake on 26 December was also a good tally. Numbers 
of aythya species were unimpressive overall, likely due to open water spreading out 
the rafts of these ducks. An immature male and adult female King Eider were nice 
finds at Oswego Harbor by Wayne Fidler. They were distant and neither was 
relocated after the initial discovery on 16 January. Two different male Harlequin 
Ducks were identified by Fidler and Bill Purcell in the vicinity of Mexico Bay 
between 31 December and 19 January, and all three scoter species were found this 
period. During the first few days of December, impressive counts of Hooded 
Mergansers were staging on lakes in the Southern Highlands. A maximum count of 
149 was seen on the DeRuyter Reservoir on 3 December. 


The discovery of a CLARK'S GREBE at Oswego Harbor on 22 February by 
Gregg Dashnau represented the find of a lifetime and a first State record if approved 
by the records committee. Though similar to the more expected Western Grebe, the 
rarity was seen, heard calling, and well photographed by many birders during the 
course of its long stay. Birders trekked from throughout the Empire State and 
greater Northeast to Oswego Harbor. The American White Pelican found during 
the previous period lingered at Fair Haven through the first day of December but 
afterwards was not relocated. The importance of the Region's open water in helping 
birds overwinter cannot be overstated. 


On 25 February in the Town of Whitesboro in Oneida County, Sean Lanigan 
chanced upon the rare spectacle of 6 Black Vultures feeding on road kill. 
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Fortunately he was able to make a video and document the unusual occurrence. The 
species continues to be seen in bigger numbers, more places, and earlier in the year 
than in the past. Black Vulture as a more common species may not lie too far in the 
future. There were seven reports of single Golden Eagles, including two migrating 
birds over Derby Hill on 28 February. As the last week of February was before the 
official hawkcount period, coverage was spotty. How many and which other early 
raptors may have passed? On 14 January, Kevin McGann was treated to the 
amazing sight of 43 (at least) Bald Eagles festooning the trees along the shore of 
Cross Lake. With much of Onondaga Lake open this season, it was less conducive 
to eagle-watching, but the Oswego River from Minetto north remained a hotspot. 
Cooper’s Hawks were very common this winter, and evidence from southern 
Oneida County indicates they were living well off the abundant supply of robins. 
Red-tailed Hawks were common through much of the Region, with the exception of 
Eastern Oswego County. Bill Purcell thought their lower number could be due to a 
lack of prey or that the birds simply remained further north this winter. In northern 
parts of the Region a lack of prey in the form of mice and voles could help to 
explain why Rough-legged Hawks were so thin on the ground and possibly why so 
many young Barred Owls were flooding in to wildlife rehabilitators from these 
same areas. A shortage of small rodents was not an issue in southern Oneida County 
where evidence of rodents’ caching, tunneling, and the animals themselves were not 
hard to come by. As usual, Northern Goshawks were scarce in the Region, but a 
photo was taken of a handsome adult in North Syracuse on 11 February. 


We don’t often host Sandhill Cranes during the winter period, but a couple of 
the enigmatic birds remained at Ditch Bank Road well into December. 


Though the amount of open water might suggest poor gull concentrations, this 
was to be among the best in years for most of the usual spots. Oswego Harbor 
hosted huge numbers in January, with a convenient ice shelf forming on the 
protected water of Wright's Landing. Long suspected of possibly wintering on Lake 
Ontario, one or perhaps two different immature Black-legged Kittiwakes spent 
considerable time at Oswego in both January and February. The birds were seen at 
close range fishing on the river and perched on the ice with other gulls. Taken 
together, the sightings during a December lakewatch and the unusual Oswego River 
bird, kittiwakes were seen during all three winter months, with the February bird a 
Regional first for that month. The ice shelf and open water at Brewerton where the 
Oneida River flows into Oneida Lake played host to several thousand gulls. Though 
always a hot spot for ducks in winter and early spring it does not normally attract 
large groups of larids. Onondaga Lake hosted several thousand gulls in addition to 
many ducks, but the ice edge was often far out and difficult to observe. The lock 
and dam on the Oswego River at Phoenix hosted a huge number of gulls. Expected 
to be a short-term situation until minnows ran scarce, the phenomenon continued 
through the end of winter. Record high numbers of Iceland Gull were tallied. Most 
of them were first winter birds and likely they represented the greatest number at a 
single location away from the Niagara and St. Lawrence River power plants/dams. 
Glaucous and Lesser Black-backed Gulls were represented in more typical 
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numbers. At least 3-4 immature and 2-3 adult Thayer’s Gull were reliable finds at 
Phoenix, and many birders twitched them while in the area to see the Clark's Grebe. 
Taxonomic and identification issues with the species are well-known but most 
observers agreed on the field marks as represented in widely-available literature. 
Wingtip photos of the adults suggested the birds were in the nebulous overlap zone 
with Kumlien's Iceland Gull. Possible hybrids? 


Gregg Dashnau made daily visits along the Oswego River between Phoenix 
and Oswego Harbor and documented the scene with copious photographs in his 
eBird checklists. In addition to many photos of the unusual gulls, Dashnau also 
looked carefully for and photographed gulls with field-readable plastic leg bands. 
Banded gulls are given a standard metal USFWS or Canadian Wildlife Service band 
(which requires capture to read in most cases), but some are given a second plastic 
band, usually of different colors and with a short, large string of characters that can 
be read in binoculars or spotting scope. Application of field-readable bands is 
typically done for specific studies that rely on re-sightings. Over the course of the 
winter season, 64 Ring-billed Gulls, seven Herring Gulls, and one Great Black- 
backed Gull were found with bands and the numbers submitted to reveal the bird's 
history. Most had been banded in Montreal, Quebec within the last several years 
and none more than seven years. Upon further research Dashnau discovered this 
number as the maximum expected lifetime of plastic bands, which become brittle 
and eventually fall off. 


Both sexes and all ages were represented but adults made up about 2/3 of the 
banded Ring-bills, thus their exact ages are not known. The possible lifespan of the 
species is at least 25 years. One bird had been banded on Oneida Lake. Dashnau 
observed an influx of banded birds through mid-December, then the same 
individuals seen repeatedly up and down the river, followed by a return of banded 
birds returning north in mid-March (with 14 found on 28 March). Among the seven 
banded Herring Gulls, three had been banded on the Great Lakes, one in Maine, and 
one each in New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia. The one Great 
Black-backed Gull was of special interest, having been banded in Maine, and the 
researchers there noted they are only rarely spotted inland when banded on the 
Atlantic coast. Much as the Niagara River is to our west, future seasons may shed 
more light on the Oswego River as a migratory launch and landing strip for gulls. 


This was not a Snowy Owl invasion year, and this season’s data certainly 
reflect that. Still, single Snowys were reported from nine different (mostly 
traditional) locations. There were only a few reports of them in February and no 
reports east of Oneida Lake. The significant upward trend in the number of Barred 
Owls being brought to the Region’s wildlife rehabilitators is interesting, and it 
prompts inferences regarding the dynamics of owl populations. Are Barred Owl 
numbers on the increase because one of their chief competitors and sometimes 
predator, the Great Horned Owl, is experiencing a decline? And/or was there an 
abundant small rodent population that led to a boom in Barred Owl numbers 
followed by a subsequent crash (possibly cyclical) in rodent populations resulting in 
a high mortality rate for young Barred Owls? Short-eared Owls were a reliable find 
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only in a couple of large fields near Canastota in Madison County, although none 
were found there after 11 February. One and sometimes two Northern Saw-whet 
Owls were found at their traditional wintering location on the bog trail at Beaver 
Lake Nature Center. The species was reported from only one other place this winter. 


Wintering Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were reported in several locations, and 
no Red-headed Woodpeckers were found this period. Pairs of Peregrine Falcons 
continue to hold their traditional territories in Syracuse and Utica, and what may be 
a new adult pair seemed to be consolidating their hold on Oswego. The Utica 
Peregrine Falcon Project working in cooperation with the NYSDEC and NRG 
Energy succeeded in getting a nest box installed on the roof of the NRG owned 
power plant located on the west side of the harbor. It remains to be seen if the 
Peregrines will accept the newly prepared site. Thanks go to Kingbird Region 5 
contributor and Oswego resident, Mary Magistro, for monitoring the falcons and 
helping to coordinate the early meetings of the principals. 


Northern Shrikes were not here in force this winter. Only a few were seen in 
traditional areas, but even those didn’t seem to linger and very few were reported 
after January. On 6 February, Tim Johnston counted at least 10,000 American 
Crows at the Utica roost site. Johnston had spent several evenings watching the 
birds come in after dusk and he got his highest tally on the 6". The number of 
reports of Brown Creeper and Golden-crowned Kinglet were very low this period. 
This was especially true in the eastern portion of the Region, where the latter 
species was completely missed. Wayne Fidler found a Ruby-crowned Kinglet on 
the Syracuse CBC, which is always scarce in winter. Hermit Thrushes were found 
in three areas, but none were reported after 16 January; coincidentally the last 
reported date for wintering Gray Catbirds also. Abby Darrah made the unusual 
discovery of two Orange-crowned Warblers at the Onondaga Lake Creek Walk on 
11 December, surprisingly only the third Regional record for winter. The warblers 
had been foraging with Tufted Titmice and picking things out of spider webs in a 
chain link fence. She thought she may have found a third one while she was leaving 
but could only safely vouch for two. One remained to be found the next day, but not 
afterwards despite some considerable searching. The spot continues to harbor a 
small micro-climate in early winter and can be a great place to find rarer half- 
hardies. A handful of Yellow-rumped Warblers were reported only at Rice-creek 
Field Station, which is a traditional winter location for the species. None were 
reported after mid-January, but observer effort is unknown. 


Single Fox Sparrows were reported around the Syracuse area and points west 
through 23 December, then none until 17 February. Subsequent reports probably 
involved early migrants. An enormous push of blackbirds came on 24-25 February. 
Dave Wheeler and Renee Kittleman estimated a single flock of at least 2000 Red- 
wings, grackles, and cowbirds in the traditional Pennellville farm fields. Ken 
Burdick estimated 12,000 Red-wings nearby, while at Derby Hill Bill Purcell 
counted 7,600 passing. This is an almost unprecedented early date for such 
numbers. Was there substantial mortality associated with this early movement? The 
February warmup would not truly herald an early return of spring, as the inaugural 
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month of the next period would inform us. Winter finches were practically 
nonexistent this winter. Even our best and most reliable places to find Evening 
Grosbeaks yielded no more than a few, and none were found after January. 


A total of 137 species was found this period, which is five more than the most 
recent decade’s average. The highlights included: Ross’s Goose, Cackling Goose, 
King Eider, Harlequin Duck, CLARK’S GREBE, AMERICAN WHITE 
PELICAN, Black Vulture, Golden Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, Sandhill 
Crane, Purple Sandpiper, Black-legged Kittiwake, Bonaparte’s Gull, THAYER’S 
GULL, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Snowy Owl, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl, 
N. Saw-whet Owl, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow- 
rumped Warbler, Field Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, and White-crowned Sparrow. 


The winter season produced 43,410 eBird records, which were processed by 
Swan Swan Hummingbird v4.02. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Dennis Anderson, Amy Barany, Faith Baker, Sue Boettger, Carla Bregman, Joseph 
Brin, Matthew Brown, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), Andrea Burke, Bernie Carr, 
Gerald Case, Gary Chapin, Richard Cohen, Karl Curtis, Jim D’Angelo, Abby 
Darrah, Gregg Dashnau, Rose DeNeve, Deborah Dohne, Wayne Fidler, Mark 
Fitzsimmons, Elizabeth Frascatore, Bill Gruenbaum, Michael Gullo, Ethan 
Gyllenhall, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Gene Huggins, Timothy Johnston, Renee 
Kittleman, Jonathan Kresge, Greg Lawrence, Joshua LaCelle (JaL), Robert LaCelle 
II, Sean Lanigan, Gary Lee, Jason Luscier, Mark Magistro (MMa), Mary Magistro 
(MM), Sue March, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Thomas McKay, Gary Meyers, 
David Nash, Kevin Pace, Matt Perry, Scott Peterson, Bill Purcell, Margaret Rusk, 
Linda Salter (LSr), Deb Saltis, Livia Santana, Stephanie & Thomas Schmidt, 
Mickey Scilingo, Ida Sheppard, Tony Shrimpton, Sheila Smith, Micaela Snyder, 
Jean Soprano, Chris Spagnoli, Jim Tarolli (JTa), Judy Thurber (JT), Matt Voelker, 
Drew Weber (DWe), David Wheeler (DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams III, 
Dan Wood, Matt Young. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BLNC — Beaver Lake Nature Center, Baldwinsville; Brew — Brewerton; Bville — 
Baldwinsville; Canas — Canastota; CM — Clay Marsh, Clay; Const — Oneida L at 
Constantia; DB — Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH — Derby Hill, T 
Mexico; FH — Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GLSP — Green Lakes SP, 
Fayetteville; HI — Howland I WMA; OF — Old Forge; OLC — Onondaga L 
Creekwalk; OneiL — Oneida L; OnonL — Onondaga L; OswH — Oswego Harbor; 
RCFS — Rice Creek Field Station, Oswego; SFNS — Spring Farm Nature Sanctuary, 
Kirkland; SH — Southern Highlands of ONON & MADI; Skan — Skaneateles; SNC 
— Sterling Nature Center; SP — Sandy Pd and vicinity; SSSP — Selkirk Shores SP; 
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Syr — Syracuse; TR — Three Rivers WMA, Lysander; WP — Woodman Pd, 


Hamilton. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: 7700 OswH 25 Feb; max 12000 
Cato 28 Feb. 
Ross’s Goose: Phoenix 25 Dec; OswH 25 — 28 
Feb. 
Cackling Goose: 2 Cazenovia 10 Dec (BW); 
max 3 FH 18 Feb (GL, EG) 18 Feb; 7 other 
reports of singles. 
Canada Goose: max 10000 Syr 24 Feb; 7700 SP 
24 Feb. 
Mute Swan: max 63 FH 17 Jan. 
Trumpeter Swan: max 9 HI 19 Dec (MF); 7 FH 
16 Jan — 26 Feb (BG, mob); 4 other locs. 
Tundra Swan: max 224 Brew 4 Jan; 54 OnonL 9 
Jan; 64 Bridgeport 28 Jan. 
Wood Duck: max 3 Oswego 11 Jan & 3 Phoenix 
26 Feb & 3 TR 26 Feb. 
Gadwall: max 91 FH 5 Dec, good number; 38 
OLC 21 Feb. 
Am. Wigeon: 33 WP 4 Dec; max 87 FH 5 Dec; 
20 OnonL 18 Feb. 
Am. Black Duck: 45 WP 4 Dec; 40 FH 13 Dec; 
max 56 Herkimer 21 Dec. 
Mallard: max 570 FH 13 Dec; 375 OLC 17 Dec. 
Am. Black Duck x Mallard: OswH 25 Dec — 3 
Jan; GLSP 15 Jan. 
N. Shoveler: max 5 FH 3 Dec; 4 Fulton 23 Feb; 
4 Skan 24 Feb. 
N. Pintail: 250 Phoenix 25 Feb; max 500 Port 
Byron 27 Feb. 
Green-winged Teal: 13 WMonroe 26 Feb; max 
30 DB 27 Feb. 
Redhead: 350 Otisco Lake 26 Dec; max 1130 
OnonL 18 Feb (EG GL), good number. 
Canvasback: OswH 1 Feb; max 12 OnonL 22 
Feb (DN). 
Ring-necked Duck: max 250 Hatch Lake 3 Dec; 
173 BLNC. 
Greater Scaup: 46 DH 3 Dec; max 152 OswH 
18 Feb. 
Lesser Scaup: max 125 OneiL 10 Dec; 100 
OnonL 28 Feb. 
Greater/Lesser Scaup: max 200 OneiL 26 Feb. 
Aythya species: max 200 OnonL 19 Feb. 
King Eider: 2 Oswego 16 Jan (WF, BP). 
HARLEQUIN DUCK (R5): m Mexico 31 Dec 
— 17 Jan (WE, mob, ph); m Mexico 18 — 19 Jan 
(BP, mob), different individual. 
Surf Scoter: 2 FH 13 Dec, 18 Feb; max 12 
OswH 6 Dec. 
White-winged Scoter: max 335 OswH 18 Feb, 
good number; most reports from Lake Ontario. 
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Black Scoter: max 7 SP 3 Jan; 4 OnonL 1 — 4 
Jan; 5 OswH 18 Feb. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 417 OswH 16 Jan; most 
reports from Lake Ontario. 

Bufflehead: max 113 Tuscarora Lake 3 Dec; 60 
FH 23 Feb. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 400 Otisco Lake 26 Dec; 
225 Brew 13 Jan; 145 FH 18 Feb. 

Hooded Merganser: 131 Eaton 1 Dec; max 149 
DeRuyter Reservoir 3 Dec; good numbers. 
Com. Merganser: 340 Brew 13 Jan; 1500 Cross 
Lake 14 Jan; 1500 OnonL 14 Feb. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 800 FH 1 Dec; 664 
OswH 12 Dec. 

Ruddy Duck: 5 NH 2 Dec; max 20 WP 4 Dec; 8 
OnonL 23 Dec; low numbers. 

N. Bobwhite: Sauquoit 28 Jan, unknown origin, 
only report. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 3 SP 15 Jan & 3 
Bville 3 Feb. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 2 Waterville 9 Dec & 2 
New Haven 14 Jan & 2 SFNS 16 Jan & 2 SNC 
12 Jan. 

Wild Turkey: 112 Pulaski 18 Jan; max 125 Port 
Ontario 19 Jan; numbers improving. 
Red-throated Loon: max 5 FH 1 Dec; 3 OswH 
25 Feb. 

Com. Loon: 4 OnonL 17 Dec; max 6 OswH 2 
Jan; 5 DH 22 Jan. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 11 OnonL 19 Dec; 5 
OLC 22 Jan. 

Horned Grebe: 6 OswH 13 Dec; max 9 OnonL 
23 Dec. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 3 OnonL 23 Dec; 2 
OswH 24-26 Feb. 

CLARK’S GREBE: OswH 22 Feb thru (GD!, 
mob, ph, NYSARC), 1* State rec, intro. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 57 OswH 21 
Dec; 50 OLC 29 Jan. 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN (R5): FH 1 
Dec (mob), continuing. 

Great Blue Heron: max 5 Phoenix 25 Dec 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
BLACK VULTURE (R5): 6 Whitesboro 25 Feb 
(SL,ph). 
Turkey Vulture: max 20 Manlius 23 Jan; many 
repgreater Syr area. 
Golden Eagle: max 2 DH 28 Feb; 5 other reports 
of singles. 
Bald Eagle: max 43 Cross Lake 14 Jan (KM); 19 
Minetto 19 Jan; 8 DH 23 Feb. 
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N. Harrier: max 2 DeWitt 26 Dec & 2 DH 23 
Feb; widespread reports of singles. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 3 DH 23 Feb. 
Cooper's Hawk: high number of reports. 

N. Goshawk: Richland 27 Dec; Fairfield, HERK 
30 Jan; N Syr 11 Feb (ph); only reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 5 reports of single. 
Red-tailed Hawk: 6 OnonL 22 Jan; max 57 DH 
23 Feb; good numbers winter in Reg. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 6 DH 21 Feb; mostly 
singles from expected locs. 

Am. Coot: max 57 Skan 19 Jan; 25 OswH 25 
Feb. 

Sandhill Crane: 2 DB 3 — 19 Dec; 2 DH 28 Feb; 
only reports. 

Killdeer: last Van Buren 21 Dec; arr OswH 22 
Feb; max 16 OswH 25 Feb. 

Purple Sandpiper: FH 4 —5 Dec (DW, RK). 
Am. Woodcock: arr max 3 TR 23 Feb; 4 other 
locs. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: DH 2 Dec (WF); 
Fulton 18 Dec (BP); OswH 1 — 11 Jan (AD, 
mob); OswH 11 — 14 Feb (GD); few winter recs 
& first Feb rec for Reg. 

Bonaparte's Gull: max 154 DH 2 Dec; 12 SP 2 
Dec; 6 Phoenix 20 — 21 Dec; last Fulton 6 Jan. 
Iceland Gull: 17 Brew 6 Feb (GD, BP); 21 
Phoenix 7 Feb (GD); 25 Phoenix 10 Feb (GD); 
max 31 Phoenix 14 Feb (GD), Reg max; record 
or nearly so nums at usual gull spots. 
Ring-billed Gull: max 5100 OswH 18 Feb (EG, 
GL); 1500 OLC 26 Feb; many banded birds, 
intro. 

Herring Gull: max 3200 Brew 5 Feb; 2400 OLC 
18 Feb. 

THAYER’S GULL: max 2 Phoenix 3 Jan — 23 
Feb (GD, mob, ph, NYSARC); 3-4 first cycle & 
2-3 ad seen, various dates; intro. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 3 Brew 6 Feb (GD); 
max 4 Phoenix 11 Feb (GD); singles at a few 
other expected locs. 

Glaucous Gull: 6 OswH 21 Dec (GD); max 5 
Phoenix 13-14 Jan (GD, BP, WF). 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 100 OswH 21 
Dec & 100 Phoenix 23 Dec & 100 Brew 2 — 6 
Feb; intro. 

Herring x Great Black-backed Gull: Oswego 
18 Dec; Phoenix 11 Jan. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: max 327 Fulton 20 Dec; 300 Clay 
20 Dec; 274 Tully 30 Jan. 
Mourning Dove: 58 Clay 17 Dec; max 110 
Dolgeville 14 Jan. 
E. Screech-Owl: max 2 Skan 2 Jan; singles 11 
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other locs. 

Great Horned Owl: max 3 Waterville 11 Jan; 2 
SH 14 Jan — 22 Feb. 

Snowy Owl: singles 9 locs, none east of OneiL. 
Barred Owl: 2 New Haven 21 Jan; 2 Utica 21 
Feb; 2 Ilion 23 Feb; 2 TR 23 Feb. 

Long-eared Owl: Syr 23 Feb (MSn), only rep. 
Short-eared Owl: arr Dolgeville 11 Jan; max 3 
Canastota 31 Jan & 3 Canastota 11 Feb (mob); 
only reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: max 2 BLNC 21 Jan —5 Feb, 
one thru; SFNS 25 Feb. 

Belted Kingfisher: 2 FH 3 Dec; 2 Fulton 25 
Dec; 2 DeWitt 14 Jan; 2 OLC 16 Jan. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 6 GLSP 10 Dec 
& 6 HI 19 Dec. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 4 HI 19 Dec; 
singles 9 locs. 

Downy Woodpecker: max 9 HI 19 Dec & 9 CM 
22 Feb. 

Hairy Woodpecker: max 4 Dolgeville 14 Dec — 
17 Jan. 

N. Flicker: max 5 HI 19 Dec & 5 Syr 21 Dec; 
widespread reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 4 GLSP 10 Dec. 
Am. Kestrel: max 2 Canas 15 Jan; 7 Dec; 
widespread reports of singles. 

Merlin: max 3 Syr 17 Dec; approx 26 rep of 
singles. 

Peregrine Falcon: pairs hold territory Syr, Utica, 
& OswH thru; Fulton 18 Dec; Manheim 24 Dec; 
2 New Hartford 23 Jan, unusual loc. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: singles mostly in expected areas, few 
in Feb. 
Blue Jay: max 21 HI 19 Dec; 20 Westmoreland 
18 Jan. 
Am. Crow: max 10000 Utica 6 Feb (TJ), roost 
site; 7086 DH 23 Feb. 
Fish Crow: 3 Liverpool 22 Feb; max 5 Phoenix 
28 Feb; few reports from Syr area. 
Com. Raven: 6 SH 3 Dec; max 9 Manheim 10 
Jan; 6 Fabius 20 Feb. 
Horned Lark: 70 Earlville 17 Dec; 33 max 110 
Marietta 26 Dec; 75 Skan 2 Jan. 
Black-capped Chickadee: max 40 BLNC 5 Feb; 
36 OF 21 Feb. 
Tufted Titmouse: max 9 Earlville 17 Dec; 8 
Fabius 20 Feb; 8 SFNS 25 Feb. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 4 BLNC 7 Dec; max 6 
Richland 5 Jan; 3 Tully 20 Feb. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 14 HI 19 Dec; max 
15 SFNS 25 Feb. 
Brown Creeper: 2 Jamesville 1 Jan; max 3 
BLNC 18 Feb; 2 CM 22 Feb; relatively few 
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reports. 

Winter Wren: Scriba 3 Dec — 19 Feb; max 2 
Clay 17 Dec; RCFS 16 Jan; Fayetteville 25 Jan; 
Elbridge 31 Jan; BLNC 17 Feb. 

Carolina Wren: 3 Fulton 3 Feb; 2 Dolgeville 31 
Jan — 13 Feb; 2 GLSP 19 Feb. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 4 GLSP 2 Dec; 3 
Boylston 21 Jan; 3 SH 18 Feb; relatively few 
reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Syr 17 Dec (WF); rare 
in winter. 

E. Bluebird: 12 HI 19 Dec; max 16 Verona 1 
Jan; 12 UM 14 Feb. 

Hermit Thrush: Kirkland 17 Dec; GLSP 17 
Dec; max 2 RCFS 4 — 16 Jan. 

Am. Robin: 250 SFNS 10 — 15 Dec; 300 Eaton 1 
Jan; max 550 Pulaski 2 Feb; high numbers 
overwinter. 

Gray Catbird: 2 Oswego 2 Jan; all reports from 
Oswego area; none after 16 Jan. 

N. Mockingbird: 2 Fayetteville 4 Dec — 26 Feb; 
2 Skan 20 Jan; 2 Elbridge 11 Fab; 2 OnonL 11 
Feb. 

European Starling: 1400 Paris 23 Dec; max 
2000 Fabius 28 Jan. 

Am. Pipit: max 4 OswH 24 Feb; Syr 25 Feb; 
only reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: 75 WP 2 Dec; 125 SSSP 7 Jan; 
low numbers overwinter in Reg. 

Bohemian Waxwing/Cedar Waxwing: 8 DH 28 
Feb. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: Manheim 11 Jan; Central 
Square 13 Jan; Mexico | Feb; 2 Van Buren 2 
Feb; 2 Bville 2 Feb; only reports. 

Snow Bunting: 290 Schroeppel 13 — 14 Jan; 290 
Hastings 14 Jan; max 800 Fairfield 23 Feb. 
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER: max 2 
OLC 11 Dec (AD!), 1 thru 12 Dec, 3 Reg rec 
for winter, intro. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 4 RCFS 21 Dec; 
last 2 RCFS 16 Jan; only reports. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: Elbridge 16 — 18 Dec; Fayetteville 
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14 Jan; only reports. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: 35 OnonL 11 Jan; max 50 
Dolgeville 31 Jan. 

Field Sparrow: Verona 1 Jan (BP, KM); Fulton 3 
Feb; only reports. 

Fox Sparrow: arr Fulton 25 Feb; max 4 Const 
26 Feb; singles overwinter SH, Elbridge, Syr & 
GLSP. 

Song Sparrow: 5 HI 19 Dec; 5 OnonL 31 Dec; 
CM 10 Jan; 5 OswH 25 Feb; max 8 Chittenango 
28 Feb. 

Swamp Sparrow: Fayetteville 17 Dec; Verona 1 
Jan; Oswego 16 Jan; Fayetteville 18 Feb; only 
reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: 20 SFNS 20 Feb; 
max 25 UM 14 Feb. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Dolgeville 3 Dec; 
Elbridge 8 — 12 Dec; Clinton 31 Dec — 15 Jan; 
Bville 31 Jan; none after Jan. 

Dark-eyed Junco: 40 HI 19 Dec; max 45 OnonL 
2 Jan. 

N. Cardinal: max 22 RCFS 16 Jan; 20 
Fayetteville 19 Feb. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 12000 Pville 25 
Feb (KB), exceptional number for date; 7600 DH 
25 Feb (BP); intro. 

Rusty Blackbird: 6 Durhamville 1 Jan; max 21 
Waterville 31 Jan (RW), good number; singles at 
3 other locs. 

Com. Grackle: max 1000 TR 25 Feb (GD); 570 
DH 25 Feb. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 48 Pompey 5 
Feb; 20 Phoenix 24 Feb. 

Purple Finch: 5 Dolgeville 7 Jan; max 8 SSSP 7 
Jan; low numbers. 

House Finch: 17 Hamilton 6 Jan; max 24 Syr 7 
Jan; 20 Camilus 27 Jan. 

Com. Redpoll: 2 Fabius 20 Feb, only rep. 

Pine Siskin: max 3 Dolgeville 14 Dec; singles 
and small numbers mostly in east part of Reg. 
Am. Goldfinch: max 89 Dolgeville 22 Feb. 
Evening Grosbeak: 2 FH 6 Dec; max 7 SH 3 — 4 
Jan; singles 4 other locs, none after 29 Jan. 
House Sparrow: max 125 Liverpool 17 Dec; 98 
n Syr 17 Dec; 60 Smithfield 29 Jan. 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 
98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@yahoo.com 


Winter was mild and a little wetter than usual. Most of the Region had 
temperatures one to three degrees above normal for December and more than 
seven degrees above normal for January and February, and all three months 
were slightly wetter than average. Daytime highs were mostly in the 30s and 40s 
F throughout the winter, with a smattering of days in the teens and twenties, but 
truly cold days were scarce. The temperature failed to rise above freezing just 24 
days all winter, unusual in a Region that often stays well below freezing for 
weeks at a time. The warmest weather of the season came in late February, when 
the temperature in Watertown hit 61° on the 23" and 64° on the 25", as much as 
30 degrees warmer than normal. Watertown’s temperature dropped below zero 
on just eight nights that came during several brief cold spells scattered 
throughout the winter, each followed by an unusually warm spell. 

The mild weather resulted in extensive open water on Lake Ontario and the 
St. Lawrence River that largely persisted all winter. Despite the presence of 
abundant open water duck numbers were generally low, but the season’s species 
tally included many ducks that are infrequently reported in winter, including 
Northern Shoveler, King Eider, and all three scoters. For at least the third 
consecutive year goldeneye numbers were unusually low, especially along the 
St. Lawrence River, where several traditional winter concentration spots hosted 
well below 50% of usual numbers. Three Barrow’s Goldeneye is on the low side 
of the normal range seen in Region 6, not surprising given the Common 
Goldeneye numbers. The late February warm spell brought a significant early 
arrival of migrating waterfowl, including two Ross’s Geese found by Sean Sime 
on 24 February, and Cackling Geese on the St. Lawrence River on the 26" and at 
Upper and Lower Lakes WMA on the 28". The highlight among other 
waterbirds was a Pacific Loon Nick Leone found off Pillar Point, in an area 
where Nick has documented this species and possibly the same individual four 
consecutive years. 

Northern Harrier, Rough-legged Hawk, and Red-tailed Hawk were all 
unusually scarce throughout the Region. The scarcity of Northern Harrier in 
December was especially surprising given the mild winter and presence of 
hayfields that were not covered by snow, conditions that often result in the 
persistence of many harriers well into winter. Raptor highlights included a 
seasonally rare Red-shouldered Hawk found by Tom and Eileen Wheeler north 
of Canton, a spate of adult Golden Eagle reports from northeast St. Lawrence 
County that was thought to represent one overwintering bird, and most 
surprisingly a Black Vulture at a farm on Point Peninsula 2-4 February. 

At least two and possibly three Great Gray Owls at Robert Moses State Park 
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thrilled hundreds of birders, many traveling from throughout the northeastern 
United States to see them. These owls were first reported in local media by non- 
birders during January, and area birders had some difficulty tracking them down 
until Mary Curtis finally found one on 9 February. A second was found within a 
few days, and several birders believe they saw a third in the area. At least two 
other Great Gray Owls were reported from Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties 
but were not well documented, and as far as I can tell were only seen once each. 

White-winged gulls were scarce through the first half of the winter but 
gathered in large numbers in the vicinity of the Moses-Saunders Dam during 
February. As is often the case, these gulls mostly roosted above the dam in areas 
that are closed to the public, so that they could only be seen from great distances 
under conditions that generally precluded species identification. Finally, as the 
St. Lawrence River started to freeze up these gulls roosted for a few nights 
below the Moses-Saunders Dam where viewing was much easier. Unfortunately, 
as soon as the river froze over the ice began to break up thanks to a record warm 
spell, and the gulls quickly moved back to their favored roost sites above the 
dam. During the four or five nights that they roosted below the dam a few 
birders were treated to apparently unprecedented numbers of Glaucous Gulls for 
New York State, with a high count of 76 on 18 February. That same day Shawn 
Billerman picked out a Thayer’s Gull among the mobs of white-winged gulls, a 
species that was formerly seen here regularly but has not been documented in 
recent years. About two dozen Iceland Gulls and at least one Lesser Black- 
backed Gull were also present along with large numbers of Herring and Great 
Black-backed Gulls. 

It was another excellent year for half-hardies, with American Robin and 
Eastern Bluebird being especially abundant. Robins were widely reported, with 
especially impressive numbers just west and south of Watertown, including daily 
counts of as many as 2000 individuals. Other half-hardies seen in the general 
vicinity included Hermit Thrush, Northern Mockingbird, and Yellow-rumped 
Warbler. The majority of Eastern Bluebird reports came from central and 
northern St. Lawrence County, especially at or near Robert Moses State Park. 
Winter Wren was until recently thought to be generally absent from Region 6 in 
winter but has been reported at this season with increasing regularity, including 
three this winter. It remains unclear whether this increase in reports reflects an 
actual change in occurrence or better reporting as more birders use eBird. Other 
winter rarities observed this season included one or more Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers at Robert Moses State Park in February, and single Chipping and 
Fox Sparrows. 

In addition to bringing a large, early push of waterfowl, late February’s 
warm spell brought unusually large numbers of icterids into the area. Red- 
winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles were unusually widespread during 
the last week of February, with a few flocks numbering in the low hundreds. 
Smaller numbers of Eastern Meadowlarks and Brown-headed Cowbirds also 
arrived early. This early blackbird pulse peaked on 25 February, when these 
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species were moving in numbers more typically seen in late March. 

Thanks to the presence of generally very cooperative Great Gray Owls in 
Massena, far more birders than usual visited the Region in February, many 
exploring various portions of Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties in addition to 
chasing the owls. These visiting birders helped contribute to a seasonal tally of 
120 species, higher than the long-term winter mean but about average for the 
past five or six years. There can be no doubt that Great Gray Owl was the bird of 
the season in Region 6, and the abundance of many half-hardies was another 
high point for the winter. The general scarcity of Bohemian Waxwings and 
failure of any serious finch irruption to develop was perhaps the biggest negative 
to an otherwise pretty interesting winter for birds. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Gail Benson, Shawn Billerman, Jeff Bolsinger, Richard & Marion Brouse, 
Bruno Arantes de Andrade Bueno, Thomas W. Burke, Carol Cady, Joan Collins, 
Julie Covey, Mary Curtis, Benjamin Dixon, Lee Ellsworth, Wayne Fidler, Mark 
Fitzsimmons, David Forsyth, Ian Gardner, Doug Gochfeld, Michael Greenwald, 
Jasdev Imani, Tom Johnson, Alex Lamoreaux, Tom Langen, Greg Lawrence, 
Nick Leone, Patricia Lindsay, Mary Magistro, Shayna Marchese, Kevin 
McGann, Brian Miller, Shai Mitra, Mike Morgan, Cody Nichols, John Ohst, 
Ruthann Reed, Melissa Roach, Mandi Roggie, Sean Sime, Gerry Smith, Taylor 
Sturm, Elizabeth Truskowski, Mary Beth Warburton, Drew Weber, Tom & 
Eileen Wheeler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BRB — Black River Bay; BPWMA — Black Pd WMA; CV -T Cape Vincent; FL 
— Fisher’s Landing, T Alexandria; GPSP — Grass Point SP; HH — Henderson 
Harbor; HP — Hawkins Pt, T Massena; JEFF — Jefferson County; KC — Kelsey 
Creek, T Watertown; KPSP — Kring Point SP; LB — Lisbon Beach; LWMA — 
Lakeview WMA; MP — Montario Pt, T Ellisburg; PilPt — Pillar Pt; PtPen — Point 
Peninsula; RMSP — Robert Moses SP; SLR — St. Lawrence R; STLA — St. 
Lawrence County; StPt — Stony Pt, T Henderson; TP — Tibbet’s Pt, T Cape 
Vincent; ULLWMA — Upper & Lower Lakes WMA; WHWMA -— Wilson Hill 
WMA. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES Cackling Goose: PilPt 3 Dec (WF, KM); 2 T 
Snow Goose: max 50 T Colton 25 Sep; 5 rep Morristown 26 Feb (GL); T Canton 28 Feb 
of 1-2 ind each; virtually no movement thru. (JB). 
Snow Goose: primary southbound migration 3- Mute Swan: max 33 PtPen 20 Jan. 
17 Dec; thousands moved into JEFF from S 22- Trumpeter Swan: 6 reports of 2-6 NW JEFF. 
23 Jan before retreating back S; northbound Tundra Swan: max 231 PilPt 9 Dec; few 
migrants arr 22 Feb. present NW JEFF thru. 
Ross’s Goose: 2 T Lisbon 24 Feb (SS). Gadwall: max 14 CV 6 Jan. 
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Am. Wigeon: arr T Watertown & ULLWMA 
26 Feb. 

Am. Black Duck: max 200 ULLWMA 26 Feb. 
Mallard: max 790 SLR Lisbon 15 Jan. 

N. Shoveler: 2 arr ULLWMA 26 Feb (JB, 
BD), only report. 

N. Pintail: arr & max 12 ULLWMA 26 Feb; 2 
other reports 26 & 27 Feb; only mid-winter 
reports singles LB, RMSP & TP. 
Green-winged Teal: TP 1 Jan only report until 
arr LWMA 27 Feb. 

Green-winged Teal X Common Teal: 
LWMA 27 Feb (NL!). 

Canvasback: Henderson Harbor 24 Feb (JB), 
only report. 

Redhead: max 269 CV 31 Jan. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 28 RMSP 25 Feb. 
Greater Scaup: max 4000+ HH 22-29 Jan. 
Lesser Scaup: max 30 HH 22 Jan. 

King Eider: 2 HH 22-25 Jan (NL); at least one 
still present 29 Jan; only reports. 

Surf Scoter: MP 6 Dec (BM), only report. 
White-winged Scoter: max 62 StPt 28 Feb. 
Black Scoter: max 10 MP 4 Dec; up to 5/day 
HH 22-29 Jan high for mid-winter; SLR 
Ogdensburg 11 Feb also unusual date & 
location. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 650 BPWMA 16 Jan, 
low. 

Bufflehead: max 60 PtPen 3 Dec. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 700 GPSP 16 Jan; 
generally low numbers throughout. 

Com. Goldeneye X Hooded Merganser: f FL 
4-12 Jan (NL); m Collins Landing 1-12 Jan 
(NL). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: f SLR T Hammond 6 
Jan (JB); f PilPt 9 Jan (NL); m FL 15 Jan (NL); 
only reports. 

Hooded Merganser: max 27 RMSP 11 Dec. 
Com. Merganser: max 695 HH 29 Jan. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 300 TP 29 
Jan. 

PACIFIC LOON: PilPt 6 Dec same area for 
4" consecutive year (NL, report to NYSARC). 
Com. Loon: max 16 PilPt 6 Dec; up to 5/day 
SLR Massena thru early Feb, high for mid- 
winter. 

Horned Grebe: last SLR T Massena 11 Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: last PtPen 10 Jan; 4 Dec 
reports. 

Double-crested Cormorant: on T Croghan 
road 8 Jan & 2 flying over Moses-Saunders 
Power Dam 12 Feb, only reports after 6 Dec. 
Great Blue Heron: 10 rep thru winter; max 3 
T Croghan 19 Feb, early arrivals? 
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BLACK VULTURE (R6): PtPen 2-4 Feb 
(LE, JC, photos!). 

Turkey Vulture: arr T Croghan 17 Feb; 10 
reports 20 Feb thru. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Harrier: 4 reports CV; 4 rep rest of R6; 
unusually scarce given mild winter. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 9 reports to ebird. 
Cooper’s Hawk: about 20 reports. 
N. Goshawk: KC 17 Dec; RMSP 14 & 22 Feb; 
T Pierrepont 20 Feb. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: T Lisbon 11 Feb (EW 
& TW, photos!), rare in winter. 
Red-tailed Hawk: fewer than most winters. 
Rough-legged Hawk: low numbers; few 
reports of more than 2-3/day. 
Golden Eagle: juv T Louisville 23 Dec; sev 
rep NE STLA 19 Feb thru, possibly same 
wandering ad. 
Am. Coot: BRB 17 Dec (JB); SLR Massena 
28 Feb (DF); only reports. 
Killdeer: arr MP 24 Feb. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 11 KPSP 4 Dec; last 
PtPen 11 Dec. 
Ring-billed Gull: small number SLR thru 
where usually absent mid-Jan to mid-Feb; 
widespread arr 23 Feb. 
Herring Gull: max 480 HP 18 Feb. 
THAYER’S GULL: HP 18 Feb (SB, mob). 
Iceland Gull: max 18 HP 18 Feb. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: HP 10 Feb thru. 
Glaucous Gull: max 76 HP 18 Feb (AG, MM, 
SB, mob, intro). 
Great Black-backed Gull: max 510 HP 18 
Feb. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
E. Screech-Owl: T Lyme 7 Feb & T 
Watertown 18 Feb, only reports. 
Snowy Owl: singles multiple dates thru BRB, 
PtPen, T Hammond & T Philadelphia; only 
other report KPSP 4 Dec. 
GREAT GRAY OWL: up to 3 per day 
RMSP, initially reported in local media Jan 
observed daily by birders 9 Feb thru (MC, 
mob, photos!); singles T Redwood & T Madrid 
included no details. 
Short-eared Owl: CV 15 Jan (BB, DW, JI), 
only report. 
Belted Kingfisher: rep 8 loc; last T Rossie 19 
Feb, winter survivor or early arr? 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: about 12 loc St. 
Lawrence Valley, where increasing. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: several reports 
RMSP late Feb. 
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N. Flicker: 1-2/day RMSP & T Canton; 6 
reports elsewhere. 

Am. Kestrel: more than 20 reports mostly near 
L Ontario & SLR. 

Merlin: 22 reports; continues to increase in 
winter. 

Peregrine Falcon: many sightings resident 
pair T Massena; 5 reports scattered locations 
JEFF. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: scores of rep 28 loc, more than 
usual. 
Horned Lark: max 130 CV 6 Jan. 
Winter Wren: KC thru (RB); T Lisbon 28 Dec 
(JB); T Rossie 15 Jan (ET); more than usual. 
E. Bluebird: max 14 T Massena 27 Dec; many 
reports RMSP and 28 other locations mostly St. 
Lawrence Valley. 
Hermit Thrush: Evans Road T Hounsfield 29 
Jan (JB, photos!), only report. 
Am. Robin: max 2000+ T Hounsfield & 
Watertown 24 Dec; large numbers throughout 
R6 but especially W JEFF. 
Bohemian Waxwing: max 97 T Canton 24 
Feb; only 7 reports 11 Feb thru; low. 
Cedar Waxwing: max 300 PtPen 21 Dec; 
100+ reports. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max 4 PtPen 5 Feb; only 
8 other reports. 

Snow Bunting: max approx 1000 T Hammond 
7 Feb (ET); 850 CV 21 Dec (NL), another high 
tally. 


Yellow-rumped Warbler: StPt 16 Jan (JB), 
only report. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Chipping Sparrow: HP 10 Feb (JC), rare in 
winter. 

Fox Sparrow: T Brasher 26 Feb (MP), rare in 
winter. 

Song Sparrow: 9 reports Dec & Jan; modest 
influx 17 Feb thru. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 17 KC 9 Jan- 
13 Feb & FD 10 Jan. 

Red-winged Blackbird: T Waddington 10 
Dec & PtPen 15 Dec, only reports before Feb; 
arr T Canton 22 Feb (WG), after which 40 add 
rep; max 150 RMSP 25 Feb (SM, PL), very 
high for so early. 

E. Meadowlark: 5 arr RMSP 26 Feb (SM), 
early. 

Com. Grackle: no reports Dec or Jan; arr T 
Canton 22 Feb, after which 22 add rep; max 
400 RMSP 25 Feb (WG); very high for so 
early. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: PtPen 10 Dec only 
report until arr T Hopkinton 19 Feb; max 75 T 
Hammond 26 Feb (GL), high for so early. 
Purple Finch: only 5 reports; max 4 T Canton 
3 Jan. 

Pine Siskin: 5 reports; max 12 St. Lawrence 
University T Canton 15 Dec (BD). 

Evening Grosbeak: migrants T Canton 3 Dec; 
up to 20/day in and near Brasher SF thru; max 
50 T Pierrepont 20 Feb; 12 T Colton 20 Feb. 


REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. Region 7 reports will resume with the Spring 2017 


season. 
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REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 


Tom Williams 
153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd@fastmail.fm 


December 2016 was warmer and drier than normal. The temperature was 1.8° F 
above average, and precipitation was more than an inch below the December 
average of 2.93". There was a total of 12.1” of snow during the month, with no 
big storms. Temperatures during the last ten days of the year were well above 
normal. January 2017 was a full 8.0° above normal, with twelve days reaching 
40° or higher. The only cold spell was 6-9 January, which briefly iced over local 
water bodies. Precipitation was nearly all rain, 3.13” being about half-an-inch 
above normal, with a paltry 4.6” of snow. February continued January’s warmer, 
wetter trend at +7.4° and 0.65” more than average. A cold air intrusion during 
the second week of the month led to 20 inches of snowfall over a four-day 
period. The snow cover was a distant memory by 22 February however, with 
successive high temperatures of 57°, 69°, 74°, and 70°. 

Many reports were received of large Wild Turkey flocks throughout the 
Region. It seems that the breeding season was very productive last year. 

Snow Goose migration day this season occurred on 15 December, with 
many thousands of birds in very large skeins observed flying overhead heading 
south towards their wintering grounds. Jeremy Collison watched an estimated 
4500 geese fly over his location in Guilderland, the highest individual count I 
could find, but it seemed like many birders got to witness the spectacle this year, 
with the birds highlighted by a sunny, blue sky background. Stacy Robinson 
found a Ross’s Goose associating with a flock of Canada Geese along the 
Hudson River in Stillwater, Saratoga County on 7 December. The bird remained 
in the area for a week, and allowed many observers close-up views and 
photographs. 

The Eared Grebe found in late November at Copake Lake, Columbia 
County, continued there through the first few days of December. 

Jane Tatlock observed and photographed a very late Blackpoll Warbler in 
Galway, Saratoga County, foraging on the ground around her feeders on 3 
December. 

Undoubtedly the most unusual report of the season came from Rich 
Guthrie, who discovered a small bird around the checkout lanes of the Lowe’s 
Home Improvement Store in Glenmont, Albany County. This proved to be a 
Virginia’s Warbler, and his account of its discovery, identification, and 
attempted rehabilitation (it did not survive but is preserved at the State Museum 
in Albany) was published in the previous issue of The Kingbird (Volume 67, pp. 
2-6.). 
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Some highlights from this year’s Christmas Bird Counts include: 


Schenectady CBC 17 Dec. Eighty (not a typo) Black Vultures at the NYS DOT 
yard in Voorheesville, where a deer carcass pile was providing a ready 
source of food. (LA). 

Chatham CBC 17 Dec. Marian Sole’s group had both a Killdeer and an Eastern 
Towhee during the day. Bill Cook and company had Lesser Black-backed 
Gull and Evening Grosbeak. 

Albany CBC 18 Dec. Two Rusty Blackbirds feeding at the roadside in the 
Town of Bethlehem, a first in the 30-year history of the count. (TL). A 
Marsh Wren was detected in the reeds just south of Coeymans Landing. 
(RG). 

S. Rensselaer Co. CBC 26 Dec. An American Coot, an elusive species in our 
Region, was lingering at Snyder’s Lake. (NL). 

Troy CBC 31 Dec. Two Winter Wrens, and four Rusty Blackbirds were unusual 
for the count. (SM). 

Ft. Plain CBC 31 Dec. A flock of twelve Brant was observed flying down the 
Mohawk River near Sprakers. 


Bob Yunick’s field notes for the period included some interesting raptor 
information, excerpted below: 


“Raptor trapping at FE (Ft. Edward Grasslands), NUL (T. 
Northumberland) and MC (Montgomery Co.) The two positives were the 
banding of Am. Kestrels in every month of the period, a first for me in 18 yrs., 
and the banding of an SY/M Snowy Owl at FE on 1/31. The bird first reported 
1/24 and still present as of my last visit there on 2/20. Rather oddly, the bird 
frequented during the day a small mound of weedy ground 1-2 ft tall in the 
middle of an oval harness race horse training track totally unperturbed by the 
numerous horses that were exercised daily on the track. Re the Am. Kestrels I 
banded: 3 in Nov, 1 in Dec, 2 in Jan, and 1 in Feb and recaptured on 2/17 a bird 
banded 1/7/16. Daily counts during banding sessions were 2-4 per day. Early on, 
the lack of snow cover favored the retention of these birds as well as N. 
Harriers. But even after two storms dumped ~20 in. of snow (2™ storm on 2/12) 
locally, these birds persisted: N. Harrier counts were 1-3 per day, with 3 on 2/20 
following the snow; and Am. Kestrel counts were 2-4 per day on every banding 
trip. 

The two negatives were the relatively low numbers of Red-tails and a 
scarcity of Rough-legs. I banded 8 Red-tails in January and 2 in February. 
While a maximum of 43 was seen on 1/7, most days that total was 16-30 well 
below normal of 40-55. However, one of the Red-tails banded on 2/18 in 
TG/MC was a stellar leucistic bird. We have seen what we think is this same 
bird for about ten yrs. but have never before been able to capture it. It was a 
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large female weighing 1540 g. Other than for one pale orange rectrix, two 
brown/orange upper tail coverts, and a few scattered dark feathers on the 
forehead and nape, the bird was a brilliant white all over! In 2003 in MC ~9 mi 
from where this bird was banded, I banded another leucistic Red-tail, not quite 
as totally white as this one but close. I banded no Rough-legs, saw 1-4 per day 
on 4 occasions at FE, and never saw a one in MC! It was not a Rough-leg 
winter. 

While not a raptor, N. Shrikes appeared more abundantly than usual. I 
banded one in November and one each on 1/7 and 2/18 both in MC. The local 
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club website received reports of 4 or 5. 

Falcon Hat Trick — It is rare at this latitude in winter to record in one day 
the 3 species: AMKE, MERL, and PEFA. However, it happened three times this 
winter: twice at FE on 1/2 and 2/11 and once at MC on 2/18. Merlins, once 
totally absent here in the winter, have become a regular in modest numbers, and 
Peregrines have made a welcomed recovery. Climate change has added the Am. 
Kestrel.” 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, Amanda 
Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Alan Dupuis, Lindsey Duval, Larry 
Federman, Debra Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, 
Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom 
McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny 
Murtaugh, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, Stacy 
Robinson, John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz- 
Weinstein, Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison 
Van Keuren, Phil Whitney, Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will 
Yandik, Robert Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR - Alcove Res, ALBA; 
BCM - Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB 
- Bog Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - Coxsackie Creek 
Grasslands Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - Collins L, 
SCHE; CRM - Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR - Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; 
FtEG - Ft. Edward Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; HP 
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— Huyck Preserve, ALBA; OCA 
PRWMA - 


Partridge Run WMA, ALBA; SNHP - 
Historical Park, SARA; TR- Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - 


Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; 
Saratoga National 
Vischer 


Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife 


Sanctuary, COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 4551 Guilderland ALBA 15 
Dec. 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R8): Blockhouse P, 
Stillwater SARA 7-13 Dec (SR). 
Brant: 12 Mohawk Ri nr Sprakers MONT 31 
Dec. 
Cackling Goose: Fultonville FULT 13 Dec 
(DH); Battenkill Ri nr Greenwich WASH 16 
Jan (GR); Hudson Ri btwn Stillwater and 
Coveville SARA 24-25 Feb (ADu, LD). 
Wood Duck: max 12 Schodack RENN 27 Feb. 
Gadwall: max 48 Stanton Pond ALBA 5 Dec. 
Am. Wigeon: max 22 AR 4 Jan. 
N. Shoveler: max 9 Stanton Pd ALBA 3 Dec. 
N. Pintail: max 20 Schodack RENN 22 Feb. 
Green-winged Teal: max 18 Stillwater SARA 
25 Feb. 
Canvasback: max 2 BCR 3 Dec. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 318 BCR 18 Dec. 
Greater Scaup: max 85 Saratoga L SARA 7 
Dec. 
Lesser Scaup: max 12 Loughberry L SARA 3 
Dec. 
White-winged Scoter: max 7 Saratoga L 
SARA 7 Dec. 
Black Scoter: max 5 Saratoga L SARA 7 Dec. 
Long-tailed Duck: max 2 Saratoga L SARA 7 
Dec. 
Bufflehead: max 180 Saratoga L SARA 7 Dec. 
Com. Goldeneye: max 150 Stillwater SARA 
14 Jan. 
Hooded Merganser: max 120 BCR 6 Dec. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 4 Greenwich 
WASH 28 Dec. 
Ruddy Duck: max 400 BCR 6 Dec. 
Wild Turkey: max 102 Albany Co. CBC 18 
Dec. 
Red-throated Loon: Green Island ALBA 20 
Dec, only report. 
Com. Loon: max 5 Lake George WARR 17 
Dec. 
Horned Grebe: 4 Lake George WARR 19 Dec, 
only report. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 2 Lake George 
WARR 1 Dec. 
EARED GREBE (R8): Copake L COLU 3 
Dec, continuing rarity. 
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Great Cormorant: arr Germantown COLU 24 
Feb. 

Double-crested Cormorant: last Crescent Rd, 
Colonie ALBA 21 Dec. 

Great Egret: Towpath Rd, Halfmoon SARA 8 
Dec, very late. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Black Vulture: max 80 NYS DOT yard, 
Voorheesville ALBA 17 Dec. 
Turkey Vulture: last Colonie ALBA 1 Dec; 
arr Kinderhook COLU 18 Feb. 
N. Harrier: max 6 FtEG 10 Dec. 
Bald Eagle: max 13 Crescent Rd, Colonie 
ALBA 25 Feb. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 5 FtEG 8 Jan. 
Golden Eagle: 5 reports 11 Jan- 25 Feb. 
Am. Coot: 5 reports 26 Dec- 20 Jan. 
Killdeer: last Chatham CBC 17 Dec, late; arr 
nr Greenwich WASH 22 Feb. 
Wilson’s Snipe: 2 Glenville SCHE 14 Dec, 
late. 
Am. Woodcock: arr Catskill GREE 22 Feb. 
Greater Yellowlegs: Rexford SARA 14 Dec, 
late. 
Iceland Gull: arr Crescent Rd, Colonie ALBA 
16 Dec; max 3 Fulton Co. Landfill FULT 13 
Feb. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Ft Hunter MONT 
14 Dec; Crescent Rd, Colonie 16 Dec; 
Stockport Flats COLU 17 Dec. 
Glaucous Gull: arr Cohoes Falls ALBA 20 
Dec; Stillwater SARA 11 Jan; Fultonville 
FULT 13 Feb. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Snowy Owl: FtEG 29 Jan- 9 Mar, only report. 
Long-eared Owl: Guilderland ALBA 26 Jan. 
Short-eared Owl: max 15 FtEG 23 Dec; 
reports from ALBA, COLU, GREE, MONT, 
SARA, and WASH. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: 4 reports 4 Dec- 28 Dec. 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (R8): 
Ballston L SARA 11 Dec. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
N. Shrike: arr Berne ALBA 30 Dec. 
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Horned Lark: max 450 T Northumberland 


SARA 11 Feb. TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Am. Pipit: max 13 Schodack RENN 21 Dec. White-crowned Sparrow: max 10 Stuyvesant 
COLU 5 Jan. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS Rusty Blackbird: max 21 Coveville SARA 14 
Lapland Longspur: max 16 T Northumberland Dec. 
SARA 19 Feb. Com. Redpoll: 5 Minden MONT 1 Jan, only 
Snow Bunting: max 1000 T Northumberland report. 
SARA 11 Feb. Pine Siskin: max 29 Elka Park GREE 16 Feb. 
Blackpoll Warbler: Galway SARA 3 Dec, Evening Grosbeak: max 5 Hoags Corners 
very late. RENN 28 Feb. 


REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 
16 Coronet Rd., Yonkers, NY 10710 
BochnikM@cs.com 


The first half of December saw near normal temperatures and then a see-saw 
battle ensued. Poughkeepsie dipped to a low of 5° F on 16 December, followed 
by a high of 50° two days later. On 20 December the temperature dipped to 2°. 
This was followed by moderate temperatures. Christmas Bird Counts were 
hampered by snow on 17 December but most counts saw more open water than 
normal. December ended with only 2.6” of precipitation; 1” below normal. 
January was very warm, but not before the first snow for the area; a moderate 0- 
5" snowfall on 7 January. The snow caused some bird movement to feeders. A 
Baltimore Oriole made a brief visit to the heated bird bath at Lenoir Nature 
Preserve in Yonkers during the snowfall. Kevin and Paula Landdeck found and 
photographed a male PAINTED BUNTING at their feeder in Yonkers on 8 
December. This was followed by a brief cold snap where Poughkeepsie saw a 
low of -1° a day later. The rest of January was well above normal and finished 
6.5° warmer than normal with normal precipitation. Many lakes and ponds 
remained unfrozen. February continued abnormally warm and felt at times like 
spring, especially on 24 February when Poughkeepsie hit 73°! Larger bodies of 
water remained unfrozen. The month finished 6.0° warmer than normal, with 
only 1.9” of precipitation. 

Greater White-fronted Geese were seen on and off at various locations 
throughout the period; including a maximum of five at Stone Ridge Pond in 
Stone Ridge. Three ROSS’S GEESE were reported. One was in Monroe from 
14-16 January. The second appeared for one day at Tibbett Brook Park in 
Yonkers 5 February. It was photographed by Arthur Ellen and is the first record 
for Westchester County. This is probably the same bird seen and photographed 
by many at Pelham Bay Park in the Bronx just days earlier. The third Ross’s 
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Goose was in the Wallkill River on 24 February. A Ross’s/Snow Goose hybrid 
was described and photographed at Blue Chip Farm on 25 February. Cackling 
Goose reports continue to increase and are not as noteworthy as in years past. A 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE appeared at the Camel Farm, Black Dirt Region on 2 
December, marking Orange County’s third record. It was relocated nearby on 
Turtle Bay Road from 3 to 8 December. Another Pink-footed Goose was 
discovered by Bruce Nott at Blue Chip Farm on 6 December and was seen the 
next day in nearby Gardiner and at the Shawangunk Correctional Facility in 
Wallkill. This is Ulster County’s first record. A Trumpeter Swan appeared in 
Nyack Beach State Park in early December and hung around until 2 February. It 
seemed to prefer the waters off the development to the south. I would consider 
this bird’s origin as unknown. 

As for other waterfowl, two birds with once abundant numbers had poor 
showings, perhaps due to our warmer winters. Canvasback continued their trend 
with very low numbers, especially in the first half of winter. For the first time in 
seventy years, the Bronx-Westchester Count missed the bird. The large rafts of 
Greater Scaup usually found in Edith G. Read Preserve in Rye or along the 
shore of Long Island Sound never materialized. On the other side more species 
of duck were found in the northern parts of Region 9 due to the open water. 

A Red-tailed Hawk identified as the “Northern” subspecies abieticola was 
first reported by Mark French at the Shawangunk Grasslands on 10 December. 
Linda Scrima photographed one at the Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge 
on 12 December. A Gyrfalcon was seen by Vincent Nichnadowicz on 27 
January in Hastings-on-Hudson. It was a dark phase bird first seen going up the 
Hudson River at 12:40 p.m., then seen flying above the town. The bird is likely 
the well-documented and photographed New Jersey bird seen by many across 
the river at the State Line lookout. 

A few Eastern Phoebes along with Chipping Sparrows seemed to have 
overwintered, making it difficult to determine an arrival date for the spring. Tree 
Swallows arrived as early as 18 February. Sean Camillieri found a very late 
Barn Swallow at Bog Brook Reservoir on 9 December. He was able to watch it 
for ten minutes and gave a good description. This appears to be a new late date 
for Putnam County and Region 9. One was collected by Stanley Grierson at the 
Purdy’s School on 1 December, 1953 in Westchester. 

A Northern Parula was found outside the Peekskill Brewery, and a Pine 
Warbler was found at Teatown Lake Reservation on the Peekskill CBC on 17 
December. Another Pine Warbler was found a month later at Cliffdale Farm, 
Croton-on-Hudson on 21 January. 

An adult male Yellow-headed Blackbird was found and photographed by 
Lynn Baker Masanotti on 10 December; it was visiting her bird feeder with a 
large flock of Common Grackles on Mill Dam Road, Stone Ridge. It was found 
and photographed again two days later by Peter Schoenberger in a group of 
Common Grackles along Hurley Mountain Road, Marbletown. A very late 
Orchard Oriole found in Millbrook on 3 December was quite a find. Not as 
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unexpected, a few Baltimore Orioles were noted in Middletown, Lenoir Nature 
Preserve, and Bashakill. Evening Grosbeaks made it south to Sullivan, Ulster, 
and Dutchess Counties this winter. 

The Mohonk Lake/Ashokan Reservoir count (NYML) found a record 84 
species on 17 December. An American Coot was new to the count. Notable 
species included Lapland Longspur, Long-eared Owl, and count week Yellow- 
headed Blackbird. Four Merlin was a new high count. The Bronx-Westchester 
count found 118 species, with 105 found in Westchester on 26 December. 
Highlights from the Westchester area included Black-headed Gull, Iceland Gull, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Nashville Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, and four Red 
Crossbills in Greenwood Union Cemetery, Rye. The Ulster/Dutchess (NYUD) 
Christmas Bird Count was conducted on 28 December and found 80 species. A 
Palm Warbler in Kerley’s Corner was new to the count. Other notable 
observations included eight Merlins and 17 Eastern Screech-Owls. Count Week 
birds included a Chipping Sparrow. 

Other notable species include Sandhill Crane, Razorbill, N. Shrike, and 
Dickcissel 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Steven Abel, Michael Adams, Kathleen Ashman, John Askildsen, Scott 
Baldinger, Zach Batren, Gail Benson, Michael Bochnik, Michael Britt, Tom 
Burke, Claudia Burns, Oliver Burton, Warren Cairo, Sean Camillieri, Jim 
Clinton, Bernie Conway, Danniela Ciatto, Mark DeDea, Evan Edelbaum, Arthur 
Ellen, Dianne Engleke, Andrew Farnsworth, Claudius Feger, Debra Ferguson, 
Bill Fiero, Nick Filannino, Mark French, Elijah Goodwin, John Grant, Christine 
Guarino, John Haas, Ken Harris, David Hayes, Valerie Heemstra, Delf Huessy, 
Susan Joseph, Alex Kearney, Deborah Kral, Kevin Landdeck, Paula Landdeck, 
Scott Lenhart, Tracy Little, Ryan MacLean, Julia Magill, Barbara Mansell, 
Shayna Marchese, Liz Martens, Lynn Baker Masanotti, Nancy McBride, 
Christine McCluskey, Curt McDermott, Ken McDermott, Edward Mertz, Karen 
Miller, Robert Miller, Frank Murphy, Michael Newhouse, Vincent 
Nichnadowicz, Michael Nicosia, Bruce Nott, Bill O'Connell, Suzanne O'Rourke, 
Dixon Onderdonk, Gerhard Patsch, Charlie Plimpton, Carena Pooth, Adrienne 
Popko, Peter Post, Tom & Jo Ann Preston, Jessica Prockup, Steve Rappaport, 
Neal Reilly, Bill Robinson, Susan Rogers, Matthew Rymkiewicz, Jesse Sargent, 
Peter Schoenberger, Linda Scrima, Jarvis Shirky, Hillary Siener, Zack Smith, 
Clay Spencer, Steve Stanne, Barbara Strobino, Melissa Sullivan, Anne Swaim, 
Herb Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Larry Trachtenberg, Chet Vincent, James 
Vellozzi, Davey Walters, Meirwyn Walters, Kent Warner, Deb Weltsch, 
Matthew Zeitler. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


CPP — Croton Pt P; EGR — Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC — Marshlands 
Conservancy; RNC — Rye Nature Center; SGNWR — Shawangunk Grasslands 


NWR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Turtle Bay Rd, 
Black Dirt Region 1, 6 Dec (KMc, BN); Camel 
Farm, Black Dirt Region 2 Dec (KMc, BN); 
Pine Plains 4 Dec, 8 Feb (DK, CV); Kingston 
14 Dec (JC); EGR 19-25, 27 Dec, 9, 10 Jan, 14- 
16 Feb (TB, GB); 6-8 Stissing P/Pine Plains 16 
Jan, 4, 6, 8 Feb (CPo, BM, MBo); Gardiner 23 
Jan (CG); Kemeys Cove, Ossining 4, 7 Feb 
(ChM, LT); Rockefeller SP Preserve 8 Feb 
(VH, EG); Blue Chip Farm 22, 23 Feb (CS, 
PS); 5 Stone Ridge 24 Feb (PS ,FM). 

Snow Goose: 8000 Kingston 14 Dec; 8450 
Kingston 15 Dec; 3 Pleasant Valley 15, 17 Jan. 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R9): Monroe 14-16 Jan 
(KMc, BN, LS, CuM, MD, MZ, KMi, MA), ph; 
Tibbett Brook Park, Yonkers 5 Feb (AE), ph, 
lst Record WEST; Wallkill River 24 Feb (BN). 
Ross’s/Snow Goose hybrid: Blue Chip Farm 
25 Feb (CS, PS, BN, SB). 

Brant: max 225 EGR 28 Feb. 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: Camel Farm, Black 
Dirt Region 2 Dec (KMc, BN), ph; 3" ORAN 
record; relocated to nearby Turtle Bay Rd 3-8 
Dec (BN, MZ); Blue Chip Farm area 6,7 Feb 
(MD, KMc, DF, FM, BN, JH, SS), 1st ULST 
record. 

Cackling Goose: Camel Farm, Black Dirt 
Region 2 Dec; 2 Turtle Bay Rd 3, 5 Dec; Hunns 
L9 Dec; Sylvan L 22 Dec, 5 Jan; Skinners 
Lane, Black Dirt Region 26 Dec; Wallkill 14 
Jan; Blue Chip Farm 14 Jan; Round P, Amenia 
15 Jan; Wappinger L 22 Jan; New Hampton, 
Black Dirt Region 25 Jan; Tarrytown L 6, 12, 
22 Feb; Wallkill 6 Feb; Rockefeller SP Preserve 
8 Feb; CPP 19 Feb. 

Tundra Swan: 13 Lake Superior, Bthel 5 Dec 
(SB, JH). 

Trumpeter Swan: Nyack Beach SP early Dec 
— 2 Feb (SA, EE), origin unknown. 

Wood Duck: max 55 Crestwood L, Yonkers 26 
Dec. 

N. Shoveler: 4 Stone Ridge 24 Feb, unusual for 
ULST in winter. 

Canvasback: low numbers in early winter. 
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Redhead: Croton Bay 2 Dec; Kensico Res 5 
Dec; Ossining 12 Dec, 16 Jan; EGR 20-26 Dec, 
8 Jan-28 Feb; Piermont Pier 12 Dec, 1-7 Jan. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 320 Saugerties 27 
Feb. 

Greater Scaup: no large flocks at EGR or for 
the Long Island Sound. 

Surf Scoter: 10 Larchmont 18 Jan (TB); Port 
Ewen 29 Jan, 8 Feb (MD, JP, WT, PS); Esopus 
19-22 Feb (KW, RMi). 

White-winged Scoter: 4 EGR 11, 22 Dec 
(AS); 112 Milton Pt 17 Jan (TB, GB); 35 
Larchmont 18 Jan (TB). 

Black Scoter: Larchmont 18 Jan (TB); 3 Norrie 
Pt 22 Feb (CF). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 2 Port Ewen 1 Jan; 
max 45 New Rochelle 18 Jan; Vanderburgh 
Cove 23 Feb. 

Ruffed Grouse: Woodstock 8 Jan. 
Red-throated Loon: max 20 Mamaroneck 18 
Jan. 

C. Loon: max 19 Kensico Res 6 Feb. 
Pied-billed Grebe: max | 1 Croton Res 11 Feb. 
Horned Grebe: max 51 Ashokan Res 6 Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: Hillview Res, Yonkers 11 
Jan (JM); New Windsor 27, 29 Jan (BN,KM). 
N. Gannet: 4 EGR 30 Dec; Larchmont 18 Jan. 
Turkey Vulture: max 116 Croton-on-Hudson 
5 Jan. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Harrier: 30 SGNWR 10 Dec; 15 Black Dirt 
Region 14 Jan; 14 SRNWR 14 Jan. 
N. Goshawk: Kensico Res 15 Jan; Saugerties 
14 Feb. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: good numbers for 
winter. 
Red-tailed Hawk abieticola ssp: SGNWR 10 
Dec, 14 Jan, 28 Feb (MF, SH, CS); Wallkill 
River NWR 10, 12 Dec (LS), ph; Black Dirt 
Region 10 Feb (LS). 
Rough-legged Hawk: 2 SGNWR 25 Dec; 4-5 
SGNWR 1 Jan; 2 Wingdale 1 Jan; 7 Black Dirt 
Region 14 Jan; SRNWR 14 Jan; other scattered 
reports, scarcer than normal. 
Golden Eagle: Saugerties 4 Dec; Dover Plains 
8 Dec-18 Feb; Storm King SP 13 Dec, 4 Jan; 
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Claryville 16 Dec; Millerton 6 Jan, 17 Feb; 
Forsyth P 13 Jan; Kingston 13 Jan; 10 Mile Ri 
Preserve 11, 17 Feb; Hook Mt 24 Feb. 
Clapper Rail: MC 26 Dec. 

Virginia Rail: Bashakill 19 Feb, early (TP). 
Am. Coot: max 40 Orangeburgh 1 Dec; Fourth 
Binnewater Lake 17 Dec (NYML). 

Sandhill Crane: 2 Campbell Hall 10 Dec 
(MP); 4 Rye Brook 10 Dec (MW,DWa); 3 
Yonkers 9 Jan (SC). 

Killdeer: arr in northern parts of Region 9 
Dover and Salt Pt 23 Feb. 

Purple Sandpiper: 6 Rye 11 Dec; 24 EGR 4 
Jan; 26 EGR 28 Feb. 

Wilson’s Snipe: more reports for winter than 
usual; max 3 Stone ridge 18 Feb. 

Am. Woodcock: Rye Neck School 26 Dec; arr 
MC 20 Feb. 

Razorbill: 2 Rye 17 Jan (TB,GB). 
Bonaparte's Gull: 2 Newburgh 15 Dec (BN). 
Black-headed Gull: Five Island P, New 
Rochelle 20 Dec-18 Jan (AS, MBo, TB). 
Iceland Gull: Millerton 2,18 Dec; Rye 26 Dec; 
Newburgh 10,16 Jan; Mohonk Mountain House 
composting site 22 Jan; Kingston 5,24 Feb. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Dennings Pt 31 
Dec; Newburgh 16 Jan; Walkway over the 
Hudson 23 Feb. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Barn Owl: Ulster Co 18 Feb 9 (PS). 
E. Screech-Owl: max 17 NYUD 28 Dec. 
Long-eared Owl: Marbletown 17 Dec. 
Short-eared Owl: 6 Black Dirt Region 14 Jan; 
10-11 SRNWR 1, 25 Dec, 5, 14, 15 Jan; max 15 
SGNWR 9 Feb. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Sloan Gorge 2 Dec; 2 Ward 
Pound Ridge Reservation 16 Feb. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: 1-2 New Paltz 1 
Dec-28 Feb; Strauss Marsh 10 Dec; LaGrange 
29 Jan; Hyde P 17 Feb. 
Merlin: 4 NYML 17 Dec; 8 NYUD 28 Dec; 
many other scattered reports. Poughquag 1, 2 
Jan; Millerton 10 Jan; Dover Plains 22 Jan; MC 
27 Jan. 
GYRFALCON: Hastings-on-Hudson 27 Jan 
(VN). 
Monk Parakeet: 42 New Rochelle 18 Jan. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
E. Phoebe: Bashakill 5 Jan (JH, KMi); Liberty 
Marsh 8, 22, 25 Jan (JSh, SC); Thorn Preserve, 
Woodstock 4 Feb (MD, DO); D&H Canal 
Linear P 21 Feb (JH). 
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N. Shrike: Neversink 2 Dec (JH); Strauss 
Marsh 9 Dec (CPo, HT, CV); Onatru Town 
Park, South Salem 19-27 Dec 1 Jan (NF, CPI, 
RMa); SGNWR 5, 21 Jan, 8 Feb (SL, SB, MZ). 
Horned Lark: 800 Amenia 31 Dec; 500 Black 
Dirt Region 14 Jan. 

Tree Swallow: Liberty Marsh 18, 19 Feb 
(T&JP); 2 CPP 21 Feb (SC); Amenia 25 Feb 
(CV). 

Barn Swallow: Bog Brook Res 9 Dec (SCa), 
intro. 

House Wren: Newburgh 10 Dec (BN). 

Marsh Wren: arr Hamptonburgh and Pine 
Plains 19 Feb (SRo, NM) 

Gray Catbird: SGNWR 5 Jan (SL); Saugerties 
22 Feb (SC). 

Am. Pipit: 4 SGNWR 17 Dec (NYML); 
Rhinebeck 18 Dec; Kensico Res 29 Jan. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: Marbletown 4 Dec (PS); 
Accord 17 Dec (NYML); Millerton 19 Dec 
(JA); 13 Black Dirt Region (Old Warren Sod 
Farm) 30 Dec (KMc); 2 Northeast 8 Jan; 2 
Black Dirt Region 14 Jan (MBr, MF); 
Kripplebush 18 Feb (PS). 

Snow Bunting: 200 Black Dirt Region 14 Jan 
(MBr, MF). 

Nashville Warbler: Twin Lakes P, Eastchester 
26 Dec (SO, BC, BO), ph 

Com. Yellowthroat: Bashakill 1, 13 Dec; 
Buttercup Sanc 23 Dec (MNi), 

N. Parula: Peekskill 17 Dec (MNe, ZB),ph. 
Palm Warbler: Kerley’s Corner 27, 28 Dec 
(PS, NYUD). 

Pine Warbler: Rockefeller SPP 7, 14 Dec, 1 
Jan (EE); Teatown Lake Reservation 17 Dec 
(HS); Cliffdale Farm, Croton-on-Hudson 21 Jan 
(JG). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Chipping Sparrow: Hillview Res 19-21, 23 
Dec; CPP 23 Dec; Twin Lakes P, Eastchester 
26 Dec, ph; Red Hook 30 Dec; Walden 3 Jan; 
Six and a Half Station Rd. Sanctuary 5 Jan; 
Wappingers 18 Jan- 24 Feb. 

Vesper Sparrow: Millerton 12, 14-16, 25 Feb. 
“Ipswich Sparrow: Black Dirt Region, old 
Warren Sod Farm 31 Dec, 1 Jan (LS), ph; CPP 
14 Feb (AS), video. 

White-crowned Sparrow: max 10 Marbletown 
23 Dec (JC). 

PAINTED BUNTING: Yonkers 8 Jan, ph 
(PL). 

Dickcissel: Newburgh 21 Jan (DHu) 
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E. Meadowlark: 2-3 CPP 14 Dec- Feb; 4 
SGNWR 1 Jan; Pine Plains 23 Feb. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Stone Ridge 10 
Dec, ph (LBM); Marbletown 12 Dec, ph (PS). 
Rusty Blackbird: max 40 Harcourt Wildlife 
Sanc, New Paltz 29 Jan. 

Orchard Oriole: N Mabbettsville Rd, 


Pine Siskin: max 25 Mohonk Mountain House 
17 Feb. 

Evening Grosbeak: Ulster Park 7 Dec; 3 
Wurtsboro 8 Dec; Rye 15 Dec; 3 Ashokan Res 
area 17 Dec; Salt Point 20, 21 Dec; 7-16 
Olivebridge 25, 28 Jan; Shady 26 Dec; 15-17 
Stone Ridge 15 Jan -28 Feb; 30 Olivebridge 24 


Millbrook 3 Dec (AP). Jan -28 Feb; Warwick 30 Jan; 8 Parksville 2 
Baltimore Oriole: Middletown 1-31 Dec, 17 Feb. 

Jan, 9, 12, 17, 26 Feb (KMc), present since 25 

Nov; Lenoir Nature Preserve 7 Jan (MS, DC); 2 EXOTICS 

Bashakill 9 Feb (SB). Black Swan: Kensico Res 8 Dec (JSa), escaped 
Red Crossbill: 4 Greenwood Union Cemetery, bird. 

Rye 26 Dec (GB, TB). 


REGION 10—MARINE 


Derek H. Rogers 
PO Box 537, Bayport, NY 11705 
drogers0031@gmail.com 


The post El Nino warmth did not persist in the northeastern U.S. and winter 
weather in Region 10 felt appropriate for the season, with only slightly above 
average temperature departures recorded at various weather stations in 
December. Central Park recorded a mean temperature of 38.3° F, a slight 0.8° 
above normal. Similarly, Islip recorded a mean temperature of 36.6°, 1.0° above 
normal. Precipitation totals were down with -1.11” and -0.53" recorded at these 
stations. Despite the slightly above average temperatures, a stark contrast to last 
December’s profound El Nino-driven warmth, the overall warming trend 
continues to increase. January produced a wide range of temperatures, with a 
low of 4° recorded in Islip on 8 January, the coldest day of the season, only to 
climb to 56° on 13 January. The weather event on 8 January also produced the 
first significant snow totals of the season, depositing 4” and 10” in Central Park 
and Islip, and marked the disappearance of some of lingering neotropical 
migrants in the Region. The mean temperature recorded this month at Central 
Park’s weather station was 38°, 5.4° above normal and in Islip 36.2°, 5.6° above 
normal. Precipitation totals for January at these two stations were 1.18” and 
0.42" above the expected, providing some relief following the previous season’s 
prolonged drought conditions. February was the warmest month of the season, 
recording a high temperature of 70° in Central Park on 24 February. Both 
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Central Park and Islip’s weather stations recorded mean temperatures of 41.6° 
and 37.8°, a significant 6.3° and 5.0° above normal. 

The coastal region continues to host an exciting array of rare and 
uncommon geese, with the western Palearctic specialties now becoming regular 
winter visitors. Four adult Pink-footed Geese were documented this season, one 
of which carried over from the fall at Arthur J. Hendrickson Park and was seen 
until 28 February. This individual’s obliging behavior reminds us that wild 
geese, normally skittish in rural environs, can adapt their social behavior within 
larger flocks in urban areas. Additional goose highlights include two Barnacle 
Geese, both records from known strongholds in Suffolk County, and a historic 
number of Ross’s Goose reports. The total number of Ross’s Geese remains 
unclear, as the winter storm on 8 January that deposited 10 inches of snow at 
Islip’s weather station marked the disappearance of several individuals in 
western Suffolk. Shortly thereafter, groups of three to four Ross’s Geese were 
sighted further east on Long Island’s north and south forks. While it’s plausible 
that this west to east movement took place following a weather event, the large 
number of geographically widespread reports throughout the northeast and mid- 
Atlantic states suggests a heavy presence of Ross’s Geese in Region 10. Low 
numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese and modest numbers of Cackling 
Geese were reported during the season, with five and twenty-six, respectively. 
An apparent Greater White-fronted X Canada Goose (hybrid) was 
photographed in Old Bethpage on 18 January and was later rediscovered on Elda 
Lake on 4 February; this hybrid combination is seldom documented. 

Hook Pond in East Hampton hosted its annual pair of Tundra Swans early 
in the season, but they were only detected for a couple of days, 10-12 December. 
The pair went absent until 27 December when, presumably the same birds, were 
rediscovered during the Smithtown Christmas Bird Count (CBC) on Lake 
Ronkonkoma on 27 December. The pair spent the remainder of the winter 
season at this location and were enjoyed by dozens of observers, many of whom 
were thrilled to have a Tundra Swan viewing option in a more accessible, central 
part of the Region. 

Great South Bay remains the Region’s stronghold for wintering Aythya 
species with regular movement and exchange between inland lakes and ponds 
and the open saltwater bayfront. Multiple mixed Aythya flocks in the five- 
thousand plus range were commonplace across the bay this season. The winter 
waterfowl highlight involved an immature male/female-type Tufted Duck 
found on 31 January within a mixed flock of scaup at Swan Lake in East 
Patchogue, a historic location for this species. Additional Eurasian waterfowl 
include twelve reports of Eurasian Wigeon, an American X Eurasian Wigeon 
hybrid, and three “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal, mostly all at historic wintering 
locations for these species. 

Two Eared Grebes were discovered this season. The first was found at 
Jones Inlet on 1 January and the second at Fire Island Inlet, viewed from Oak 
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Beach on 18 February. The latter individual was seen by many observers and at 
times provided some great, close-range viewing opportunities. 

An organized pelagic trip out of Brooklyn on 14 January rewarded a large 
group of observers with good views of all the expected quintessential winter 
birds of the north Atlantic. The highlights include four Northern Fulmar, one 
hundred sixty-three Dovekie, thirteen Common Murre, one hundred thirty-five 
Razorbill, three Atlantic Puffin, and a remarkable Black-legged Kittiwake 
show involving one hundred thirty-two individuals. 

Bonaparte’s Gulls were a bit more widespread this season, with an increase 
in numbers since last winter but still a mere fraction of the flocks that used to 
swarm the inlets and ocean fronts of the coastal region. The maximum number 
of individuals recorded was two hundred at Ditch Plains in Montauk on 21 
February. Eight Black-headed Gulls were reported across the Region, and an 
adult Little Gull was found at Montauk Point on 14 February. In mid- 
November, a tremendous fish kill event involving hundreds of thousands of 
oxygen starved menhaden was documented within the locks at Shinnecock 
Canal. For at least a month following the event, the decaying bodies of 
menhaden were piled up along beaches within Shinnecock Bay and along the 
ocean front near Shinnecock Inlet. This in turn attracted large congregations of 
gulls and on 16 December produced some interesting results when two Nelson’s 
Gulls (Herring X Glaucous Gull) were discovered along the beach on Dune 
Road in East Quogue. Additional highlights from that outing included six Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls, one of which was a fresh juvenile, rare this late in the 
season, and a first-winter Glaucous Gull. The latter species showing good 
Regional representation with at least fifteen reports likely involving twelve to 
thirteen individuals. The gull rarity highlight of the season was a Mew Gull 
discovered on 12 December in The Narrows off Brooklyn. Another sighting of 
Mew Gull, likely the same individual, took place on 27 December just slightly 
north off the Brooklyn Army Terminal. 

Additional interesting alcid records included three THICK-BILLED 
MURRES from historic locations; two from Montuak Point on 29 December 
and a third record from Point Lookout on 20 January. Black Guillemot was 
detected for the second year in a row, with this season’s record coming from 
Lake Montauk Inlet on 11 February, and it was enjoyed by many observers until 
21 February. 

Two Rufous Hummingbirds successfully spent the entire winter season in 
a backyard in Cutchogue, a remarkable story of survival aided by a dedicated 
host who tirelessly tended to her sugar feeders ensuring the hummingbirds had a 
constant source of food, even during the harshest weather events of the winter. 
An additional hummingbird highlight included a young male Calliope 
Hummingbird that persisted until 9 December in a private backyard on Long 
Island’s south fork. The bird shunned the available sugar feeders and instead 
focused its foraging efforts on a few patches of Salvia elegans. This constitutes 
one of only a small handful of records for New York State. 
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It was an exciting year for Red-headed Woodpecker, with at least 
fourteen individuals recorded throughout the Region. The single site max 
involved a group of four individuals, two immature and two adults, uncovered 
during the Southold CBC within the vast, coastal-oak forests at Mashomack 
Preserve on Shelter Island. 

Additional Regional rarities include two Ash-throated Flycatchers, one 
of which carried over from the fall season and was enjoyed by dozens of 
observers at Lido West Town Park until 4 December. A second individual was 
discovered at Marine Park in Brooklyn on 5 December. For the second winter in 
a row a “Western” Flycatcher was discovered in New York County, this time 
at Inwood Hill Park from 8-10 December. Observers carefully listened for call 
notes and searched for excretion samples hoping for a potential DNA extraction, 
similar to last year’s Central Park bird, but no such luck. 

A single Cave Swallow made a one day appearance at Point Lookout 
Town Park on 13 December. 

Region 10 hosted its first Townsend’s Solitaire since 2008 when a 
cooperative individual was discovered on 6 January along North Sea Drive in 
Southold. The bird was enjoyed by dozens of observers as it fed and 
occasionally vocalized within a small red cedar scrubland, where it was detected 
regularly throughout the remainder of the season. 

Baltimore Orioles maintained a presence until the first winter storm on 17 
December reduced their numbers to a few stragglers at private feeders. None 
persisted after the 7-8 January snow storm and cold snap. This would be the 
pattern followed by most of the Region’s lingering neotropical migrants, but 
there were certainly some exceptions. Perhaps the most remarkable record of the 
season came from Southard’s Pond Park where a Northern Waterthrush was 
detected on 11 and 25 February. A post winter season sighting at this same 
location on 7 April strongly supports overwinter survival and establishes a first 
documented record of this long-distance, neotropical migrant overwintering in 
the state. Additional noteworthy neotropical highlights include another Northern 
Waterthrush on 1 January at Silver Lake Park in Nassau County. And, keeping 
with the recent trend, at least six Ovenbirds were detected in various city parks 
in New York County, one of which continued through 27 January. Orange- 
crowned Warblers had another good showing for the second winter in a row, 
with at least twenty-nine individuals recorded across the Region versus last 
winter’s twenty-eight. Three Nashville Warblers were reported in the Region, 
none of which persisted past 27 December. Eleven Common Yellowthroats 
lingered into mid-December, but only two individuals remained after the storm 
on 17 December. Yellow Warblers also seem to be lingering later each season, 
with two individuals reported, one from Prospect Park on 2 December and 
another from Fort Pond in Montauk on 10 December. Yellow-breasted Chat 
was well reported this season, mostly from western parts of the Region with up 
to seven individuals. The rarest warbler sighting of the season, based on origin, 
came from Jones Beach State Park on 1 January where an “AUDUBON’S” 
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YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER was found southeast of the nature center. 
This constitutes one of a small handful of recent winter records from the coastal 
region but increased awareness, coverage and observer effort may play a role in 
uncovering more of these rare visitors from the west coast. 

Two ammodramus marsh sparrows were detected this season, both were 
Nelson’s Sparrows, from Plumb Beach and Jones Beach on 17 and 20 
December, respectively. Seaside Sparrow was absent for a second year in a row, 
and there were no reported sightings of Saltmarsh Sparrow. While it’s 
uncommon for either of these species to linger into the winter season, their 
skulking behavior and habitat preference likely enables them to avoid detection 
during this time of year. A Lincoln’s Sparrow spent the duration of the season 
in Bryant Park and provides yet another example of perseverance and 
survivorship exhibited by a species that normally winters well south of the 
Region. A second individual was discovered in Staten Island on 6 January. 

Two Painted Buntings were recorded for the second winter in a row. The 
first was found on Staten Island on 13 December and was sporadically seen by 
multiple observers until 27 December. The second record came from a private 
feeder in Suffolk County on 21 December and was not seen after that date. A 
Dickcissel, regionally rare outside of fall migration, was also detected for a 
second winter in a row, this record coming from Midland Beach on Staten Island 
on 2 December and last reported on 6 January, perhaps driven out by the 8 
January winter storm. 

Adding to this season’s private feeder rarity list, a Yellow-headed 
Blackbird was photographed in a backyard in Floral Park on 9 February and did 
not persist past that date. A second Yellow-headed Blackbird was found just 
before the close of the season on 28 February at Wolfe’s Pond Park in Staten 
Island. Also noteworthy were some fairly large flocks of Rusty Blackbirds 
observed across the Region. The max involved a roving flock of sixty-five 
individuals found at Mashomack Preserve on Shelter Island during the Southold 
CBC. The flock continued through 16 January. Additional high counts of Rusty 
Blackbird include 59 individuals at Blydenburgh County Park on 7 January and 
50 individuals at Hempstead Lake State Park on 1 December. The rapid 
population decline of this species continues to underscore the importance of 
documenting their wintering and migration grounds throughout their range. 

There was a modest, albeit noteworthy winter finch irruption that involved 
a small handful of Red Crossbills carrying over from the end of the fall season. 
A flock of six was recorded and photographed at Jones Beach West End on 2 
December, and a maximum of four individuals was detected in the Midland 
Beach vicinity on Staten Island until 15 January. Pine Siskins were scarce this 
winter, with a maximum of 10 individuals recorded on 4 December at Alley 
Pond Park. A gorgeous, bright male Evening Grosbeak was photographed at a 
private feeder in Stony Book on 21 January. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Italics: Sent end-of-season report. Robert Adamo, Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh 
(ABk), Ardith Bondi, Robert Bate, Gail Benson, Bobby Berlingeri, Bob 
Anderson, Luci Betti, Shawn Billerman (SBi), Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp 
(BBo), Thomas W. Burke, Ben Cacace, Vincent Cagno, Sean Camillieri, Chase 
Cammarota, Keith Cashman, Cesar Castillo (CCa), Anthony Ciancimino (ACi), 
Anthony Collerton, Mike Cooper, Joe DiCostanzo, Patrice Domeischel, Tim 
Dunn, Michael Farina, Andrew Farnsworth, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Brendan 
Fogarty, Ken Fuestel, Suzy Fuestel, Karen Fung, Doug Futuyma, Arie Gilbert, 
John Gluth (JGl), Doug Gochfeld, Menachem Goldstein, Isaac Grant, Andy 
Guthrie, Tim Healy, Mike Higgiston, Bruce Horwith, Dennis Hrehowsik, HJ 
Kim (HJK), David Klauber, Norman Klein, Robert J. Kurtz (RJK), David 
Lamagna (DLM), Patricia J. Lindsay (PJL), Heydi Lopes, Ethan Maitra, Joshua 
Malbin, Roberta Manian, Peter Martin, Michael McBrien (MMcB), Jay 
McGowan (JMc), Hugh McGuinness, Shaibal S. Mitra (SSM), Mari Michaelis, 
Thomas Moran, Pete Morris (PMo), Mary Normandia, Todd Olsen; J. 
O’Sullivan, N. O’Reilly, Patrick Palladino, Aidan Perkins, Vinny Pellegrino, 
Stephane Perrault, Peter Post, Robert Proniewych, Alie Ratay, Mike Rath, Derek 
H. Rogers (DHR), Robert Rossetti, Karen Rubinstein, Lynne Scheibel (LSc), 
Michael Scheibel (MSc), Eileen Schwinn, John Sepenoski (JSp), Mike Shanley 
(MSh), John Shemilt, Sean Sime, Nadir Souirgi, Jordan Spindel, Jonathon 
Stocker (JSt), Taylor Sturm, Robert Taylor (RTa), Russell Taylor, Phil Uruburu, 
Steve Walter, Bob Washburn, Alan Wells, Gabriel Willow, Angus C. Wilson 
(ACW), Holly Wilson, Phillip Wilson-Camhi, Seth Wollney (SWo), Mei Yee, 
Michael Yuan (MYu). 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APP — Alley Pd P, QUEE; ARSH — Arshamomaque Preserve, SUFF; AJHP — 
Arthur J. Hendrickson P, NASS; BLSP — Belmont L SP, SUFF; BRP — Big 
Reed Pd, SUFF; BBCP — Blydenburgh CP, SUFF; BBP — Brooklyn Bridge P, 
KING; CHP - City Hall P, NEWY; DP — Democrat Pt, SUFF; DPM — Ditch 
Plains, Montauk, SUFF; DREQ — Dune Rd, E Quogue, SUFF; EL — Elda L, 
SUFF; FBF — Floyd Bennett Field, KING; GB — Gravesend Bay, KING; IHP - 
Inwood Hill P, BRON; JBSP — Jones Beach SP; JBWE — Jones Beach West 
End, NASS; LWTP — Lido West Town P, NASS; Mak — Makamah Preserve, 
SUFF; OMNSA — Marine Nature Study Area, Oceanside, NASS; MPB — 
Marine P, Brooklyn, KING; MASH — Mashomack Preserve, SUFF; Mass — 
Massapequa Preserve, NASS; MB — Midland Beach, RICH; MI — Montuak 
Inlet, SUFF; MP — Montuak Pt, SUFF; OB — Oak Beach, SUFF; PLA — 
Pinelawn Avenue, SUFF; POB — Pelagic off Brooklyn; PBP — Pelham Bay P, 
BRON; PP — Prospect P, KING; RMSP — Robert Moses SP, SUFF; SP — 
Sagaponack Pd, SUFF; SMSP — Sunken Meadow SP; SC - Santapogue Creek, 
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SUFF; SPP — Southards Pd P, SUFF; SPCP — Smith Point CP, SUFF; WP — 


Wainscott Pd, SUFF. 


CBC Codes: SNCC — Southern Nassau 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: AJHP thru 28 Feb 
(Tim Healy Sr., mob); PLA 11 Dec (CC); VCP 
22-29 Dec (Tom Fiore, mob); EL 4-11 Feb 
(PMo, mob); intro. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 5+ ind SUFF; 
2 imm & 1 ad Babylon vicinity thru 22 Feb 
(SSM, PJL, PMo, TS, mob); Eastport Pond 1 
Jan (Bill Elrick); ad East Hampton & vicinity 
21 Dec-20 Feb (KR, mob). 

Greater White-fronted x Canada Goose: Old 
Bethpage 18-19 Jan (DHR, ph), rarely 
documented, later rediscovered EL 4-5 Feb 
(PMo, mob, ph). 

Snow Goose: max 595 JBWR 13 Dec (Jack 
Noordhuizen). 

ROSS’S GOOSE: historic number of reps, 
unclear how many individuals involved; 
Southold, SUFF 4 Dec (JSp); 2 RMSP 20 Dec- 
2 Jan (MMcB, mob); Saint Johns Pond 20-24 
Dec (RT); PLA & vicinity 31 Dec-8 Feb (MYu, 
BW, HJK, AR, mob); Lake Capri, SUFF 4 Jan 
(SSM, PJL, mob); 3 Elda Lake, SUFF 8 Jan 
(SSM); Aquebogue 8 Jan (mob); 4 Cutchogue, 
SUFF 12 Jan (DLM); PBP 14 Jan (Richard 
Aracil); 2 Peconic 15 Jan (Junko Suzuki, KF); 3 
Bridgehampton 21 Jan (AC); 2 Shorts Pond 
(ES, VC); Orient 17 Feb (JSp). 

BARNACLE GOOSE: Riverhead 4 Dec 
(DHR); PLA & vicinity 11 Dec — 18 Feb (CC, 
mob). 

Cackling Goose: Baldwin 2 Dec (PP, AB); 5 
Riverhead 4 Dec (DR); GB 11 Dec (RM); 
Clove Lakes P 11 Dec-18 Jan (IG); VCP 12-31 
Dec (ABk, MY); Bronx Zoo 14 Dec (TO); 
Oakdale 18 Dec (MMcB); AJHP 21 Dec-21 
Feb (mob); 2 Calverton, SUFF 28 Dec (DR); 
Yaphank, SUFF 28 Dec (DR); BLSP 7-22 Jan 
(mob); Rockville Center 1 Jan (Deborah 
Martin); Brightwaters 12 Jan (KF, SF); 
Melville, SUFF 14 Jan (TD); 5 SP 22 Jan 
(DHR); Wainscott 4 Feb (TWB, GB); 
Watermill 18 Feb (MSc). 

Canada Goose: max single flock 6000 
Riverhead 4 Dec (DHR). 

Tundra Swan: 2 Hook Pond 10-12 Dec 
(ACW); 2 Lake Ronkonkoma 27 Dec-25 Feb 
(DLM, MR, mob). 

Eurasian Wigeon: at least 12 reps throughout 
Region; 1 RICH, 2 KING, 1 QUEE, & 8 SUFF. 


164 


Am. X Eurasian Wigeon: EP 6 Jan (SSM, 
PJL). 

Blue-winged Teal: Tobay 22 Jan (CC). 
“Eurasian” Green-winged Teal: Setauket, 
SUFF 10 Dec-17 Feb (mob); 2 William Floyd 
Estate 27 Dec (MM, ph). 

Canvasback: max 62 Centerport Pond 11 Feb 
(TS, BBo). 

Redhead: max 73 Baisley Pond P, QUEE 4 
Feb (ABk). 

TUFTED DUCK: Swan Lake, E Patchogue 30 
Jan-8 Feb (KF, SF, mob). 

Greater/Lesser Scaup: large numbers 
scattered across Great South Bay; max single 
site 6000 Hecksher SP 18 Feb (DHR). 

King Eider: f Orient Point thru 28 Dec (JSp, 
mob); m MP 29 Dec (JMc, SB); imm m Centre 
Island 20 Jan (RR); f 2 MP 21 Jan (SSM, PJL); 
2 DP 21 Jan (DHR, mob). 

Harlequin Duck: max at traditional locs 
include: 9 Jones Inlet (mob); 4 Shinnecock Inlet 
14 Jan (mob); 8 MP 20 Feb (Kevin Topping, 
Marc Passman, ph); 5 OP 21 Jan (JSp); plus one 
outlier found Eatons Neck, SUFF 14 Jan (BBo, 
ph). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: ad m, Sands Point 18 
Jan-21 Feb (SP, mob); f Moravian Cemetery 
25-26 Jan (SWo, Dave Eib); OB 20 Feb thru 
(SSM, PJL, mob). 

N. Bobwhite: increasingly scarce, most 
populations now introduced. 

Red-necked Grebe: several reps mostly at 
traditional locs. 

EARED GREBE (R10): Jones Inlet 1 Jan (SC, 
mob); OB 18 Feb thru (SSM, PJL, mob). 

N. Fulmar: 4 POB 14 Jan (mob). 

Am. Bittern: reps from traditional wintering 
locs. 

Great Egret: multiple reps thru 

Snowy Egret: Dune Rd 9 Dec (Lelah Cafuoco). 
Tricolored Heron: Marina West, Point 
Lookout | Jan (ABk, TWB, GB). 

Black Vulture: Cutchogue 16 Jan (SW). 
Turkey Vulture: widespread, multiple reps all 
counties. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: arr DREQ 26 Feb (Erin Gettler). 
N. Goshawk: imm PBP 2 Jan (ABk); imm PP 
13 Feb thru (Olin Winn-Ritzenbueg, mob); imm 
Mass 26 Feb (Lelah Cafuoco, ph). 
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Bald Eagle: widespread, increasing reps. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: reps from all counties. 
Clapper Rail: OMNSA 7 Dec-10 Feb (MF); 
DREQ 29 Dec (SBi, JMc); MPB 15 Jan (Daisy 
Paul, Peter Paul); DREQ 4 Feb (TWB, GB). 
Virginia Rail: 2 BRP 17 Dec (TS, TH); 
Springs, SUFF 17 Dec (HM); 1-2 ind ARSH 31 
Dec thru 27 Feb (mob); Mak 4-11 Jan (TS). 
Sora: Mass 1 Jan (SNCC). 

Com. Gallinule: Coopers Neck Pond 10 Dec 
(Thomas Moran, mob). 

Sandhill Crane: WP 4 Jan-8 Feb (BH, mob). 
Am. Oystercatcher: max 65 JBWE 7 Dec 
(SP); additional reps from RICH, KING, NASS 
& SUFF. 

Semipalmated Plover: 2 Point Lookout 3 Dec 
(KF). 

Greater Yellowlegs: recorded RICH, KING, 
QUEE, NASS & SUFF 

“Western” Willet: DP 21 Jan (DHR). 

Ruddy Turnstone: RICH, KING, QUEE, 
NASS & SUFF. 

Red Knot: few reps outside of Jones Inlet; max 
55 JBWE 2 Dec (KF). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: JBWE 2 Dec (KF, 
ph); SC 4 Dec (PMo). 

Wilson’s Snipe: single reps QUEE & NASS; 6 
reps SUFF 

Am. Woodcock: typical arrival late Feb 
Dovekie: 3 MP 29 Dec (JMc, SB); MP 1 Jan 
(AC); 163 POB 14 Jan (mob). 

COMMON MURRE: 13 POB 14 Jan (mob); 
JBWE 20 Jan (Deborrah Mullins, ph). 
THICK-BILLED MURRE: 2 MP 29 Dec 
(JMc, SB); PL 20 Jan (MZ). 

Razorbill: 140 MP 29 Dec (JMc, SB); 121 
SPCP 27 Dec (MMcB); 135 POB 14 Jan (mob). 
Black Guillemot: Lake Montauk Inlet 11-21 
Feb (BB, mob). 

ATLANTIC PUFFIN: 3 POB 14 Jan (mob). 
Black-legged Kittiwake: RICH 3 Dec (Isaac 
Grant, ph); MP 29 Dec (JMc, SB); MP 1 Jan 
(AC); max 132 POB 14 Jan (mob). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 200 DPM 21 Feb 
(DLM, MR). 

Black-headed Gull: at least 8 reps, unclear 
how many individuals involved; Cammans 
Pond P 23 Dec-11 Feb (Bob Schmitz, mob); ad 
Lake Montauk Inlet 14 Jan-16 Feb (VB, mob), 
later refound DPM (TWB, GB); JBWE 15 Jan 
(AG); ad Coney Island Creek P 15 Jan (RM, 
ph), plus an additional sighting 28 Feb (Karen 
O’ Hearn); SPP 22 Jan (PMo); Brooklyn Army 
Term. & vicninty 23-29 Jan (SS, ph); LI Sound 
ferry 15 Feb (Frank Gallo, Tina Green, Frank 
Mantlik); Mill Pond P, NASS 24 Feb (EM, ph). 
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Little Gull: ad MP 14-19 Feb (KF, SF, mob). 
Glaucous Gull: Bush Terminal Piers 25 Dec- 
11 Jan (Gus Keri, mob); Maratooka Pond 21 
Dec (JSp); MASH 28 Dec (William Zitek); 
Southaven CP 30 Dec (DHR); 1 ad & 1 imm 
BBYC 31 Dec (MMcB), imm thru 20 Jan; 2 
imm N Bellport 6-13 Jan, 1 remaining thru 21 
Jan (KC); Triton Lane 16 Dec (MMcB); SP 22 
Jan (DHR); Shin Inlet 18 Dec-19 Jan (mob); 
Southampton 16-19 Jan (TM); BBYC 20 Jan 
(DHR); SP 22 Jan (DHR); Sands Point 22 Jan 
(TB, GB). 

Nelson’s Gull (Herring X Glaucous Gull): 2 
Triton Lane 16 Dec (MMcB, ph). 

MEW GULL: The Narrows, KING 12 Dec 
(Roberta Manian, ph); refound 27 Jan off BK 
Army Terminal (SB, ph). 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Barn Owl: single rep SUFF; QUEE/KING. 
Snowy Owl: BRON, KING, QUEE, NASS & 
SUFF. 
Long-eared Owl: single reps NASS & SUFF. 
Short-eared Owl: RICH, NASS & SUFF. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: BRON, KING, QUEE; 
many reps NASS & SUFF, from surveys 
described pp. 96-102 this issue (TS, BBo). 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: 2 Aquebogue 
thru (mob, ph). 
CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD: Watermill 
thru 9 Dec, present since 15 Nov; photographed 
on private property, report submitted NYSARC. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: at least 14 reps 
BBP thru 25 Dec (VP); Mak thru 20 Jan (BBo); 
2 Jericho 5 Dec-8 Feb (Stella Miller); AJHP 19 
Dec thru (mob); Kissena Park thru season 
(mob); Dyker Beach Park, KING 17 Dec (mob- 
deal with names); 3 imm, | ad MASH 31 Dec 
(DR, LSc, MSc); Central Park 7 Jan-thru; 
Caumsett SP 6 Feb thru (KF, SF); SMSP 8 Feb- 
thru (VP). 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
“WESTERN” FLYCATCHER: IHP 9 
December (John Keane, ph, mob). 

E. Phoebe: Francis Pond Preserve 10 Dec (JG); 
Oakdale 18 Dec (MMcB). 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER: LWTP 
thru 4 Dec (BB, mob); Marine Park 5-7 Dec 
(Juan Salas, mob). 

Com. Raven: widely reported throughout 
Region. 

CAVE SWALLOW: Point Lookout 13 Dec 
(DH, RM, Kristin Costello, mob). 
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House Wren: LWTP 4 Dec (PMo); MASH 8 
Dec (Nick Hamblett); Manhasset 18 Dec (SP); 
Kissena Park 25 Dec (Peter Reisfield). 

Marsh Wren: single rep RICH; 8 reps SUFF. 
TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE: North Sea, 
SUFF 6 Jan thru (Aaron Virgin, mob). 

Am. Pipit: max 120 Southold, SUFF 2 Jan 
(JSp). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max 11 JBSP 25 Feb (TS, 
BBo). 

Ovenbird: 6 reps city parks; CHP thru 27 Jan 
(mob); Bryant P thru 6 Dec (mob); 2 IBM 
Atrium 16 Dec-17 Jan (mob); IHP 18 Dec 
(NO); E 54" St., NEWY 24 Dec (Alexis 
Lamek). 

N. Waterthrush: Silver Lake Park, NASS 1 
Jan (SSM, ph); SPP 11 Feb thru (PMo), 1* 
documented successful overwintering for State, 
intro. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: multiple reps 29+ 
ind across Region. 

Nashville Warbler: Randalls I 2 Dec (John 
Keane); Dyker Beach P 26 Dec (JM); Setauket, 
SUFF 27 Dec (AP, PD, LB). 

Com. Yellowthroat: 11 reps; 1 BRON, 3 
NEWY, 2 QUEE, 2 KING, 1 NASS, 2 SUFF, 
last MP, KING 15 Jan. 

Yellow Warbler: PP 2 Dec (RM, ph); Fort 
Pond 10 Dec (TS, BBo, PMo,ph). 

Palm Warbler: 15 reps 4 counties; max 7 
Quail Hill F, SUFF 17 Dec (HM); additional 
reps NASS, QUEE, & KING. 
“AUDUBON’S” YELLOW-RUMPED 
WARBLER: JBSP 1 Jan (TS, PMo). 

Pine Warbler: 15+ reps across Region; no reps 
BRON & NEWY. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: CHP thru 16 Dec 
(mob); Trinity Church thru 3 Dec (BC, mob); 
Plandome, NASS 20-25 Dec (Liz Napoli); 


JBWE 10-16 Jan (RP, BA); MPB 15 Jan (Chris 
Laskowski, Jane Simmons); Dreier-Offerman P 
15 Jan-8 Feb (Alex Wilson); FBF 25 Jan 
(Ronald Bourque). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Nelson’s Sparrow: Plumb Beach 17 Dec (HL); 
JBSP 20 Dec (KF, SF). 
Saltmarsh Sparrow: no reps 
Seaside Sparrow: no reps 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Bryant P 18 Dec thru 
(GW, mob); RICH, 6 Jan (SWo). 
PAINTED BUNTING: Mastic, SUFF 21 Dec 
(Mari Michaels, ph); Annadale, RICH 13-27 
Jan (Maya Shikman, Lis Dluhos, mob). 
Dickcissel: MB 2 Dec — 6 Jan (mob). 
E. Meadowlark: most reps SUFF; max 30 
Brookhaven | Jan (DHR) & 30 WP 24 Feb 
(TS). 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: private 
feeder Floral Park, Nass 9 Feb (RTa, ph); 
Wolfe’s Pond P, RICH 28 Feb (Dick Veit). 
Rusty Blackbird: max 65 MASH 16 Jan 
(MSc); 59 Blydenburgh Co P 7 Jan; 50 
Hempstead L SP 1 Dec; additional reps at 
traditional wintering grounds in all counties, 
intro. 
Boat-tailed Grackle: max 118 Brookhaven, 
SUFF (DHR, ph); additional reps at known 
strongholds in QUEE, NASS & SUFF. 
Baltimore Oriole: 14 reps all counties, none 
persisting past 6 Jan. 
Purple Finch: all counties in modest numbers. 
Red Crossbill: 6 JBWE 2 Dec (BF, ph); max 4 
MB & Miller Field, RICH thru 15 Jan (IG, 
MS). 
Pine Siskin: max 10 APP 4 Dec (Gordon Lam, 
ph); low numbers. 
Evening Grosbeak: at private feeder, Stony 
Brook 21 Jan (LB, ph). 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! — details seen by Regional Editor; ad — adult; Alt — 
Alternate plumage; Am. — American; arr — arrival or first of season; BBS — 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS — bird of the season; CBC — Christmas Bird 
Count; CO — confirmed nesting; Com. — Common; E. — Eastern; FL — fledgling: 
FY — adult feeding young; I — Island; imm — immature; intro — see introduction 
to report; juv — juvenile; L — Lake; max — maximum; mob — multiple observers; 
N. — Northern; NYSDEC — New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR — National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC — report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P — park; Pd — Pond; ph — photographed; 
Pt — Point; Res — Reservoir; Ri — River; SP — State Park; spm — specimen; subad 
— subadult; T — Town of; thru — throughout period; Twn — township; W. — 
Western; WMA — Wildlife Management Area; y — young. 


REPORTING REGIONS 


Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 
the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 
NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 
the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 
the boundary is NY Route 31. 


REPORTING DEADLINES 


Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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TEMPORAL CHANGES IN HENSLOW’S SPARROW 
(AMMODRAMUS HENSLOWI/N SONG RATES 


Sarah A. Lazazzero (Piecuch) 
New York State Department of Transportation 


Rochester, NY 14622 USA 
Sarah.Piecuch @dot.ny.gov 


Christopher J. Norment 
Department of Environmental Science and Ecology 


SUNY College at Brockport, Brockport, New York 14420 USA 
cnorment@brockport.edu 


Abstract—Henslow’s Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) is a state-listed 
threatened species in New York State, and reliable surveys of existing 
populations are important for successful management. There are many accounts 
of Henslow’s Sparrows singing at night, casting uncertainty on the efficacy of 
traditional point-count protocols in assessing this species’ populations. 
Importantly, no studies have formally compared their song activity rates 
throughout a 24-hour (24-h) period. We examined song activity rates of 
Henslow’s Sparrow over six 24-h periods during the breeding season, at the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Perch 
River Wildlife Management Area, Jefferson County, New York. Seven listening 
stations were established in known, occupied territories of singing Henslow’s 
Sparrows. We used one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) to compare song 
activity rates across eight time periods and six dates. There was no significant 
difference in average number of songs/time period (P = 0.140). However, we 
did confirm that Henslow’s Sparrow sing throughout the entire 24-h period. 
Song activity rates were generally highest between 0600-1200 and 1800-2100 
(Fig. 1) and later in the breeding season. Song activity rates were lower between 
2100-0600. In New York State, we recommend surveying for Henslow’s 
Sparrows at multiple locations between 0600-1200 and 1800-2100 with survey 
dates extending into July. 


The use of auditory signals from singing male birds to estimate population 
abundance or species presence is very common (Bull 1981, Mayfield 1981, 
Ralph et al. 1993, Sauer et al. 2017). To increase the accuracy of these estimates 
it is ideal to survey when bird vocal activity is at its peak, typically during the 
dawn chorus (Robbins and Van Velzen 1967, Skirvin 1981, Kalcelnik and Krebs 
1983, Ralph et al. 1993). However, within- and among-species differences in 
detectability via auditory signals may be substantial, due to differences in vocal 
conspicuousness and behavioral variability related to time of day, season, age, 
and sex, not to mention variation in the ability of observers to detect 
vocalizations (Kepler 1981, Mayfield 1981 Ralph et al. 1993, Thompson 2002). 


170 The Kingbird 2017 September; 67 (3) 


Detection by song is an extremely important method for assessing avian 
distribution and abundance, especially so in the cases of threatened or 
endangered species, for which accurate estimates are crucial to formulate and 
implement effective management plans. The guild of grassland birds in New 
England and New York is one group that requires special attention relative to 
survey techniques, as it has the most species listed as endangered, threatened, or 
of special concern in the region (Vickery 1992), and populations have been 
declining since the 1960s (Sauer et al. 2017). 

Most studies that monitor grassland bird populations have concentrated 
survey efforts during the morning (Herkert 1994, Vickery et al. 1994, Bollinger 
1995, Norment et al. 1999, Winter and Faaborg 1999, Johnson and Igl 2001, 
Diefenbach et al. 2007). However, not adjusting survey techniques to account 
for the nocturnal behavior of some species may result in underestimating the 
number of birds present. For example, Walk et al. (2000) found that just 57% of 
all breeding species present were recorded during sunrise counts, and some 
nocturnally active species such as American Woodcock (Scolopax minor), 
Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus), Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) and 
Henslow’s Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) were either missed or under- 
sampled. 

One grassland species in New York State that may be underestimated by 
diurnal surveys alone is the Henslow’s Sparrow. The Henslow’s Sparrow is 
listed as a threatened species in New York State (NYSDEC 2016); it has been 
considered as a candidate for federal protection under the Endangered Species 
Act (Pruitt 1996); and recently was listed as a species of management concern 
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2011). Although Henslow’s Sparrows are 
considered a diurnal species, there have been references to their nocturnal 
singing behavior (Hyde 1939, Austin 1968, Smith 1992, Rising 1996, Herkert et 
al. 2002). For example, the Birds of North America species account describes 
Henslow’s Sparrow as an inconspicuous bird and states that singing at night is 
fairly common, with individuals sometimes singing all night long (Herkert et al. 
2002). Because they are visually inconspicuous, Henslow’s Sparrows are most 
easily detected when males sing (Diefenback et al. 2007). Diefenback et al. 
(2007) examined the availability of Henslow’s Sparrows and Grasshopper 
Sparrows (A. savannarum) for detection, but they focused only on the morning 
observation period [0600-1000 hours Eastern Daylight Time (EDT)], a practice 
common among researchers, as less than 4% of avian vocalization literature 
examines nocturnal vocalization (La 2012). 

The purpose of our study was to examine 24-hour song activity rates of 
Henslow’s Sparrows in known occupied territories throughout the breeding 
season. Knowing when Henslow’s Sparrow song activity is highest will help 
determine when to best survey for this secretive, rare, and declining species and 
allow for better population estimates in New York State. In addition, our study 
will contribute to the more general understanding of nocturnal song activity in 
passerines. 
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METHODS 


Song detection—We examined song activity rates of Henslow’s Sparrows over 
six 24-h periods at New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s (NYSDEC) Perch River Wildlife Management Area (herein 
Perch River) in Jefferson County, New York. Perch River has approximately 
205 ha of cool season grassland surrounding the periphery of a large wetland 
complex. The cool season grasslands of Perch River are managed for grassland 
birds and have supported populations of Henslow’s Sparrow for at least 30 years 
(McGowan 2008). 

Seven listening stations were established a week prior to the start of the 
study; these were placed at locations with = 1 singing male Henslow’s Sparrow 
present, at a minimum distance of > 75 m between fields separated by 
hedgerows. At night, Henslow’s Sparrow song seemed evenly paced and the 
birds appeared to be mostly stationary; singing birds seemed to move little from 
the location at which they first were detected. Most of the time there were no 
more than three males singing simultaneously at any one listening station during 
the monitoring periods; occasionally there were four. Thus, we could distinguish 
song activity amongst individuals at one listening station from that at adjacent 
listening stations, due to a combination of field separation and the limited 
movement of singing birds. 

We then examined Henslow’s Sparrow song activity rates over six 
continuous 24-h periods, between 25 May 2005 and 15 July 2005. On average, 
surveys were conducted every 10 days. We conducted surveys under favorable 
weather conditions, with winds < 10 km/hr and no or very light rain. Two 
observers conducted all the surveys. 

We listened for Henslow’s Sparrow songs at each listening station every 3 
hours during each 24-h sampling day, for a total of eight observation periods: 
0000-0300, 0300-0600, 0600-0900, 0900-1200, 1200-1500, 1500-1800, 1800- 
2100, and 2100-2400 EDT. We counted the number of complete songs during 5- 
min intervals at each station. Due to travel time between listening stations, it 
took approximately 90 min to survey all seven stations. We compared song 
activity rates across the eight observation periods and six sampling dates (25 
May, 6 June, 15 June, 22 June, 5 July, 12 July). 

We did not mark birds individually because our focus on assessing temporal 
variation in song detection was intended to inform the most widely used 
methods for estimating regional, statewide, or national population indices (e.g. 
the Breeding Bird Survey: Sauer et al. 2017), which generally do not require 
recognition of individuals. Also, we felt that the secretive nature of Henslow’s 
Sparrows would make observations of marks difficult, and marks would not be 
visible at night. 


Statistical analysis—To test for differences in song rates among time periods, 
we averaged song rates across listening stations and dates; to test for differences 
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in song rates among dates, we averaged song rates across listening stations and 
time periods. We used the Anderson-Darling test to determine if our response 
variables were normally distributed, with a subsequent log transformation to 
correct for any nonnormality; we also tested for homogeneity of variances using 
Minitab (2017) software. Because our response variables met the assumptions of 
parametric statistics we used one-way ANOVAs to compare song activity rates 
across the eight time periods, and the six dates. The ANOVAs were run 
separately, without interaction terms, due to the unbalanced design. However, 
we did test for an interaction effect between date and time period using a 
generalized linear model, with time period as a factor and date as a covariate. 


RESULTS 


There was no significant difference in average number of songs/time period (F = 
1.69.7 49), P = 0.140), although there was some tendency for Henslow’s Sparrows 
to sing less frequently between 2100 and 0600 (Fig. 1). However, we did 
confirm that Henslow’s Sparrows sing throughout the entire 24-h period, with 
song activity generally highest between 0600-1200 and 1800-2100 (Fig. 1). 
There also was no significant difference in average number of songs/day (F = 
2.05)5. 36) P = 0.095), although there was some tendency for higher song rates to 
occur during the later survey dates, which occurred during July (Fig.2). The 
generalized linear model showed no significant interaction between date and 
time period (P = 0.110). 

During surveys, we rarely heard only one male Henslow’s Sparrow sing at a 
listening station; if one bird began singing, at least one neighboring male usually 
joined in. Males thus appeared to be stimulated by their neighbor’s song, which 
resulted in bouts of counter-singing and localized clusters of song activity that 
varied with time of day across the seven listening stations. 

There was no change in the number of listening stations at which singing 
males were present across the range of sampling dates; this figure represents the 
minimum number of males present in our study area (Table 1). However, 
assuming males did not move between listening stations, the maximum number 
of singing males present in our sampling area did increase as the season 
progressed (Table 1). 


Table 1. Number of singing male Henslow” s Sparrows detected during a 24-hour period. 


Date | Minimum | Maximum | 
[as Mayas O o s oo 
Dg Tine 005k | g a l 
asme" MO O E a O 


22 June 2005 Ee =} FE —— J 
05 July 2005 O ee ee” ýE 
12 July 2005 a: | ae 
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DISCUSSION 


Knowing when a bird species is most likely to be detected by song will enable 
researchers to better design survey protocols and increase the accuracy of 
abundance and distribution estimates. This is especially important for relatively 
inconspicuous species of conservation concern, such as the Henslow’s Sparrow. 
Because Henslow’s Sparrow songs can be easily overlooked (Sibley 2000), 
knowing more about the species’ temporal pattern will better inform survey 
designs. We found no significant temporal differences in the species’ song rates 
across the 24-h day and breeding season, although there was some tendency for 
Henslow’s Sparrows to sing more between 0600-1200 and 1800-2100, and later 
in the breeding season. 

We anticipated that Henslow’s Sparrow song activity rates would be highest 
early in the breeding season, when males are establishing territories and females 
are laying eggs, and then decline as the season progressed (Skirvin 1981, Merila 
and Sorjonen 1994, Gil et al. 1999). However, Henslow’s Sparrow song rates 
did not decrease as the season progressed (Fig. 2). Holmes and Dirks (1978) 
observed a similar pattern in Golden-crowned Sparrows (Zonotrichia 
atricapilla) at 62° N latitude, where song activity peaked later in the season than 
expected. Mid-season increases in song activity could occur because Henslow’s 
Sparrows may breed into August and September across their range (Herkert et 
al. 2002), including New York State (McGowan 2008); Mazur (1996) found that 
as many as 50% of the male Henslow’s Sparrows in her study population at 
Saratoga National Historical Park, New York, arrived and established territories 
after 31 May. 

Despite the large amount of variation in song rates across the 24-h day and 
breeding season, we found no evidence that it is better to survey Henslow’s 
Sparrows at night, at least in our study area. This contradicts Walk et al. (2000), 
who found that Henslow’s Sparrows in Illinois were detected more frequently at 
night than at sunrise. However, our study is in partial agreement with Heller and 
Hughes (1997), who reported that Henslow’s Sparrows in Indiana were most 
vocal from 0500 to 0600, with high levels of song activity continuing until 1200. 
In addition, Heller and Hughes (1997) reported a nighttime resurgence of song 
activity from 2230 to 0130. Differences between our data on song activity rates 
and those from studies in the Midwest (Heller and Hughes 1997, Walk et al. 
2000) suggest that there may be regional differences in Henslow’s Sparrow song 
behavior and detection probabilities, as has been found for European Robin 
(Erithacus rubecula) populations in Wales and Ireland (Thomas et al. 2003). 
Regional differences in singing behavior appear to parallel geographic 
differences in grassland bird ecology (Wiens 1981), such as intraspecific 
differences in habitat selection between the Midwest and Northeast (Bollinger 
1995, Norment et al. 1999). Regional differences in song behavior suggest that 
regional differences in peak detection period and factors that influence 
availability for detection by song probability may also vary regionally. 
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Figure 1. Variation in Henslow’s Sparrow song rates across the eight time periods 
sampled at Perch River Wildlife Management Area, NY; bars enclose 95% confidence 
intervals; circles represent mean song rates. Time periods: 1 =0000-0300, 2 = 0300-0600, 
3 = 0600-0900, 4 = 0900-1200, 5 = 1200-1500, 6 = 1500-1800, 7 = 1800-2100, and 8 = 
2100-2400 Eastern Daylight Time. 
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Figure 2.Variation in Henslow’s Sparrow song rates across six dates at Perch River 
Wildlife Management Area, NY; bars enclose 95% confidence intervals; circles represent 
mean song rates. Julian Dates: 145 = 25 May, 159 = 6 June, 166 = 15 June, 173 = 22 
June, 186 = 5 July, 193 = 12 July. 


Finally, Henslow’s Song activity at our study site did not follow the typical 


pattern of decrease in activity associated with the progression of the breeding 
season. Barclay et al. (1987) found no apparent association between nocturnal 
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song rates and nesting stage for Marsh Wrens (Cistothorus palustris). Perhaps 
establishing territories later in the season and singing more later in the season is 
a way to limit interspecific song competition. Additionally, it may be that the 
scarce distribution and ephemeral nature of Henslow’s Sparrow habitat in 
northern New York means that it takes longer for males to locate and establish 
territories. 

To maximize the probability of Henslow’s Sparrow detection in northern 
New York we recommend surveying multiple locations between 0600-1200 and 
1800-2100, with survey dates extending into July. Nocturnal surveys may 
increase detection probabilities depending upon the particular geographic 
location. However, given the observed variation in song activity, a better 
sampling design would involve methods that incorporate those of MacKenzie et 
al. (2004) and Diefenbach et al. (2007): temporal replication at a number of sites 
to simultaneously estimate availability, detection probability and occupancy. 
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AN ACANTHOCEPHALAN, 
PLAGIORHYNCHUS CYLINDRACEUS, 
IN EASTERN BLUEBIRDS 


W.E. Zitek, DVM 
PO Box 667, Shelter Island Heights, NY, 11965 
wezent@optonline.net 


Within an eight-day period, 17-24 April 2017, three adult Eastern Bluebirds 
(Sialia sialis) were found dead within 300 yards of each other, on separate days, 
along a nest box trail at Mashomack Preserve on Shelter Island, Suffolk County, 
New York. Two of the deceased birds were found within nest boxes, and the 
other was on the ground near a box. All three had been banded locally as 
nestlings, two in 2016 and one in 2012. Outwardly, all three appeared to be well 
fed, normal adults with no signs of external wounds or injuries. All three had fly 
eggs deposited around the proximal beak and vent, and one had visible maggots 
in the abdomen, suggesting death had occurred several days prior to discovery. 
Their intestinal tracts contained no ingesta, but each had several pale yellow 
worms (5 mm by | mm) in the gut above the colic cecae. In all three birds, the 
worms were gathered close together, though in two birds a single worm 
appeared to be outside the intestinal wall on the serosal side. One of the birds 
had 15 of the worms gathered in one section of the gut in a clump. See photos, 
page 218. The ventriculus in two of the birds seemed flaccid, and remains of a 
beetle were found in that of the third. On 3 May, a fourth bird was found dead in 
a nest box, with injuries suggestive of an attack by another bird. This bluebird 
also had five of the same type of worm in its gut just proximal to the colic cecae. 
No other bluebirds were found dead in the area during weekly monitoring 
through 9 June 2017, nor were any of the known, color-banded breeders 
missing, implying that none had died and been scavenged between weekly 
visits. 

Specimens of the worms submitted to Dr. Mani Lejeune at the Cornell 
University College of Veterinary Medicine Animal Health Diagnostic 
Laboratory were identified as the acanthocephalan Plagiorhynchus cylindraceus 
(Polymorphida: Plagiorhynchidae). Commonly known as a “spiny headed 
worm”, its proboscis bears multiple hook-like projections which it can evert and 
contract to grasp its host’s tissues. Dr. Lejeune (pers. comm.) stated that he had 
seen P. cylindraceus associated with sudden death in American Robins (Turdus 
migratorius) in Alberta, Canada, presenting with only lesions in the lower gut, 
and he noted similarities in the case of the bluebirds. The USGS National 
Wildlife Health Center has also reported death of American Robins in Montana 
associated with this acanthocephalan: 
(https://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/quarterlyreports/2009). 
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Histopathology revealed features consistent with local antigen-antibody 
reactions in response to pathogenic organisms. The small intestine of one bird 
showed brightly eosinophilic radiating material (Splendore-hoeppli) surrounded 
by macrophages and multi-nucleated giant cells. Examination also revealed 
focally extensive fibrosing pyogranulomatous intestinal myositis. The presence 
of the latter in association with P. cylindraceus in our specimens is notable 
because this parasite has been reported in cases of necrotizing enteritis in 
Eastern and Western Bluebirds (Bildfell et al. 2001). Numerous adult and larval 
aphasmid worms (Nematoda) measuring 60 microns wide were also found 
within the ventriculus. These are ubiquitous organisms that are unlikely to have 
caused the pathologies observed in these specimens. 

The acanthocephalan Plagiorhynchus cylindraceus has an indirect life cycle 
in which the vertebrate definitive host becomes infected by ingesting larval 
parasites, known as cystacanths, contained in the body cavity of an arthropod 
intermediate host. Cystacanths have been reported from terrestrial isopods (or 
“pillbugs”) and also, interestingly, in mammals such as hedgehogs (Moore 1983, 
Dimitrova and Genov 2000). Eastern Bluebirds consume many kinds of 
invertebrates, and it is likely the bluebirds described here contracted this 
infestation in their normal course of feeding. However, the highly variable life 
cycle of this parasite and its impacts on its hosts are not completely understood. 
Although unexplained bluebird deaths have been few at this site, previous years’ 
necropsies have never yielded any suggestion of this parasite. Thus, their 
appearance this year raises the question as to whether changes may be occurring 
in food and/or parasite distribution. 
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IN MEMORIAM: IRVING CANTOR 


John Cairns 
jbcairns @jbcairns.com 


Irving Cantor died on June 10, 2017, at the age of 97. He was survived by his 
wife Jean. 

Irving was a Fellow of the Linnaean Society of New York and, according to 
the editor of the News-Letter, a member since 1940. He was the last of the 
Bronx County Boys. 

Irving surprised me by signing up for our Rio Grande Valley Festival 
birding trip for the Linnaean Society in 2006. Later he went with us to Northern 
California and after that Laurie and I took him to Argentina for a couple of 
weeks of birding in 2010. Two weeks of hard travel was almost too much for 
Irving at that time, but he insisted on the second week so we could go to 
Argentine Patagonia, where we finally saw the Magellanic Woodpecker. As 
always, he flew first class. 

Sometime after that, Irving asked me to join him on the Audit Committee of 
the New York State Ornithological Association. Irving had chaired the 
committee for many years, and I think he saw he was coming to the end of it. 

When Irving and Jean moved from East 32™ Street to North End Avenue—I 
think it was around 2010—Irving gave up Central Park birding, which he had 
begun to find unrewarding anyway, and he made it his business to know all 
about the birds in Nelson A. Rockefeller Park—he knew how many Am. 
Robins, and how many Double-crested Cormorants, were present virtually every 
day for several years. We would have lunch every month or so and in spring and 
fall I would take my binoculars along and we would spend an hour and a half in 
that little park. 

A side of Irving not well known in the birding community was his interest 
in financial matters. He was a registered stockbroker, as well as an accountant, 
and we talked at length about investments. Another side, better known to 
everyone who knew him—he did not like food. 

I never knew exactly how many birds Irving had seen. I don’t think he knew 
either. He wasn’t that kind of birder. (I am that kind of birder.) He kept 
meticulous records; he liked to see birds and keep track. In an article in the 
Linnaean News-Letter in 2015, Irving wrote about Central Park birding— 

It was four years before I saw my first American Crow in the Park and almost 

six years before the first Red-tailed Hawk. The Park also bore witness to 

population shifts in our common water birds over those eight decades [1935- 

2015]. Some examples: Buffleheads unknown; Ruddy Ducks and Northern 

Shovelers very rare; Great and Snowy Egrets unknown; Double-crested 

Cormorants accidental; Great Black-backed and Ring-billed Gulls rare; but 

Laughing Gulls were common transients. 

We will miss his careful reporting. We will miss Irving’s good sense, 
generosity, and frequent indignation. We will miss our friend. 
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IN MEMORIAM: JOHN M. C. PETERSON 


John Thaxton 
P. O. Box 488, Keene Valley, NY 12943 


It seems profoundly appropriate that as Pat and I birded along Cemetery Lane 
first thing this morning, walking slowly through a field of ankle-high, dew- 
drenched grasses splattered with cadmium yellow dandelions, and smiling 
widely at the unexpected songs of a Bobolink, that I should start composing in 
my mind a eulogy for Mike Peterson, an extremely dear friend and mentor. 

As soon as we had our vacation house in Keene I called the Nature 
Conservancy to ask if anyone knew of a good hawk watching location in the 
area, and they gave me Mike’s phone number. We immediately hit it off with 
Mike and started getting together with him every time we came to the 
Adirondacks, and before we knew what hit us we did a Christmas Bird Count on 
a bone-chilling, rainy day, and a waterfowl count on a sub-zero morning with 
twenty mile per hour winds in our faces. I remember Mike standing on the 
railroad tracks opposite Wickham Marsh, scanning a large flock of goldeneye 
and saying, his eyes pressed to his binoculars, “Please, Lord, don’t bring me 
back as a duck.” 

Mike had a world-class sense of humor, and I remember like yesterday 
helping him from his daughter’s car to his seat at the Crown Point bird banding 
station only to realize it had started to rain lightly. I dashed over to my car, 
grabbed the golf umbrella someone had given me but I had never used, dashed 
back to Mike, opened the umbrella and got lifted a few inches off my feet by a 
gust of wind. Mike roared so much with laughter he couldn’t even speak for 
quite a while, and when I finally got the umbrella positioned over him I realized 
he had rain drops on his glasses and tears of laughter running down his cheeks. 

Mike made an absolutely enormous contribution to Adirondack birding, not 
only in terms of his relentless field work and educational outreaches but also 
with regard to his editing projects and his published writings. After graduating 
Hobart and William Smith College, Mike served as a navy pilot for four years 
and then became Assistant Professor of Literature at Rochester Institute of 
Technology. He then taught English at Moriah Central School in Port Henry and 
befriended Greenleaf Chase (Greenie) and Geoffrey Carlton, two extraordinary 
birders and naturalists. 

Mike co-founded High Peaks Audubon Society, Inc. in 1978, serving as its 
president for numerous terms and editing its newsletter for twenty-five years. He 
talked Pat and me into joining HPAS a few weeks after we met him, and within 
six months of knowing him we got home from climbing our forty-sixth high 
peak and found a letter from Mike asking us to join the board. Twenty-five years 
later we still sit on the board and I’ve been the newsletter editor for eleven years. 

From 1980 to 1985 Mike served as the Region 7 Coordinator of The Atlas 
of Breeding Birds in New York State, published by Cornell University Press and 
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from 2000 to 2005 he served as the Region 7 Coordinator of The Second Atlas of 
Breeding Birds in New York State, a project undertaken by the New York State 
Ornithological Association, New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, New York Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Unit, Cornell 
University Department of Natural Resources, Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
Audubon New York. Mike wrote 38 species accounts for the first atlas, and for 
the second he served as a peer reviewer and wrote 12 species accounts. 

The morning Mike found out that the second atlas was a go he called and 
said, “Boy oh boy am I glad you two are still backpacking and climbing High 
Peaks because I got some doozies for you.” 

In addition to writing for the atlases Mike wrote numerous articles for 
NYSOA’s Kingbird journal, including two that won the John J. Elliot best 
Kingbird article of the year award— “First Record of Palm Warbler Nesting in 
New York State” (1985) and “A Common Yellowthroat Exhibiting Male and 
Female Plumage (Bilateral Gynandromorphy) in Essex County, NY.” I 
remember meeting Manny Levine, then editor of The Kingbird, at a NYSOA 
annual meeting and him saying, “Gynandromorphy? I had no idea what it 
meant.” 

At that same NYSOA annual meeting, Mike received a special award for 
writing a record-setting number or Kingbird Regional reports, which he wrote 
for 262 years. With his good friend, Gary Lee, Mike co-wrote Adirondack 
Birding: 60 Great Places to Find Birds. 

One of Mike’s favorite projects, and one that he talked us into participating 
in, involved managing Four Brothers Islands on Lake Champlain, which 
involved catching and banding 1,000 Ring-billed Gulls and whatever other birds 
we could catch. Mike started the Crown Point Bird Banding Station and ran it 
for over 40 years; it hosted everyone from thousands of school children to 
prisoners from Moriah Shock Incarceration Facility. Over the course of his 
tenure at Crown Point Mike banded more than 73,000 birds, and each time I 
watched him band one his facial expression seemed one of never ending, 
childish wonder. He communicated that wonder to thousands of children and 
adults. 

He passed away four days before the banding station opened this year. 


Editor’s Note: This remembrance was republished with permission from the 
June-August 2017 issue of the newsletter of Northern New York Audubon. 


The Kingbird 2017 September; 67 (3) 183 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEASON— SPRING 2017 


S. S. Mitra 
Biology Department, College of Staten Island 
2800 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10314 
shaibal.mitra@csi.cuny.edu 


Our rapidly changing climate produces numerous effects each season. Ironically, 
these can be so many and so varied that it is often difficult to summarize the 
trends. Was spring 2017 warm, average, or cold? At least we can say that April 
and May were very wet in many parts of New York State, April was much 
warmer than average, and May featured normal to slightly cool temperatures 
along with its heavy precipitation. In contrast, March was cooler than average 
across the state, with the temperature deficit ranging from one to four degrees, 
depending on the Region. With these deviations largely offsetting each other, 
the three-month season as a whole looks less remarkable (at least in terms of 
temperature), but perhaps the trend to look for here is not average temperature, 
but rather month-to-month volatility: even more remarkable than March’s cooler 
than normal average was the contrast this posed against not only the warm April 
that followed but the very warm February that preceded it. Astonishment is 
obvious in the tones of the Regional editors as they note that March 2017 was 
not only distinctly cool in an absolute sense, but actually cooler than the 
preceding February. 

The implications of these weather effects for bird life are similarly difficult 
to summarize. Nobody knows which weather variables are the best predictors of 
over-winter survival for half-hardy species testing the limits of their tolerance 
for cold. Summing heating degree-days over an entire season obscures inter- 
month variability; the season’s absolute minimum temperature might be a better 
predictor of mortality for some species. Another potentially useful variable 
might be the duration of the season’s longest sustained interval below freezing. 
But in reflecting on spring 2017 as a coda to winter 2016-17, it occurs to me that 
unusual cold and snow in March might have larger impacts on birds than even 
worse conditions earlier, if resources have been depleted by the birds that have 
survived thus far. A related question is the impact of unseasonal cold and snow 
on early spring migrants. In this regard, exceptional numbers of American 
Woodcocks were observed in duress and taken into rehabilitation in New York 
City following a mid-March snowstorm and subsequent hard freeze. Similarly, 
the large numbers of Woodcocks that arrived early in Region 6 following 
February’s warmth vanished following the return of freezing conditions in 
March. Region 10’s Suffolk County yielded two noteworthy examples of over- 
winter survival: two Rufous Hummingbirds through at least 2 April at feeders 
in Aquebogue, and a Northern Waterthrush through 7 April in natural swampy 
woodland in Babylon. The latter date was confidently distinguishable from an 
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early spring arrival because of prior, mid-winter observations at the same 
location. 

Upstate editors describe conspicuous impacts of this spring’s heavy 
precipitation. Lake Ontario’s water level was very high, and Jeff Bolsinger was 
not surprised that Piping Plovers were not observed on territory at the site 
favored during the previous two years. Remarkably, though, Piping Plover was 
recorded in Regions 1 and 2—the former the first for Niagara County and, 
perhaps, tellingly, found in a flooded field (the species is almost never recorded 
in fields even where common on Long Island). Flooded fields were mentioned 
repeatedly in the reports from mainland New York State. Mike Morgante’s 
Region 1 report details a particularly rich bounty of shorebirds in this context, 
and Ruff and Red-necked Phalarope were spectacular highlights of this 
spring’s shorebird bounty in Region 8, where appropriate habitat is often scarce 
or lacking. 

The timing of migration appeared generally earlier than average, with the 
earliest suite of species strongly influenced by February’s warmth, and a broad 
suite of later species influenced by April’s warmth. I was struck by the many 
references to slightly earlier than average arrival, as opposed to record-early 
dates. The latter were, as one would expect, much fewer. Jeff Bolsinger, in far- 
northern Region 6, has an excellent vantage for viewing the timing of migration 
(no waterthrushes overwintering there, yet), and he has a discerning, quantitative 
eye for such things. Beyond the overall earlier average date and multiple record- 
early dates, I particularly valued the contrast he highlighted between the 71 
Species arriving more than two days earlier than their respective long-term 
averages and the mere 2 species arriving more than two days later than average. 
With regard to the tempo of migration, it is of course well worth reading all the 
Regional reports closely, as well as referring to the arrival tables. 

In terms of rarities, Pink-footed Goose made first-Regional appearances in 
Regions 2 and 8, and Barnacle Goose and Tufted Duck were recorded in 
Region 7. Region 5 featured both Eared Grebe and the continuing Clark’s 
Grebe. American White Pelicans continue to increase as spring migrants, 
garnering attention in Regions 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. During a Fire Island seawatch on 
6 May, a Pacific Loon was mightily eclipsed by a Yellow-nosed Albatross. A 
Black-necked Stilt in the Montezuma area near the border of Regions 2 and 3 
was an outstanding rarity inland, but consistent with its increasing occurrence 
coastally, where several were recorded in Region 10. The Smith’s Longspur 
photographed by Gale VerHague at Dunkirk Airport on 8 March was probably 
the rarest bird recorded this spring, apart from the continuing Clark’s Grebe. 

In terms of southern species north of usual haunts, Region 6 recorded its 
first documented Summer Tanager, Region 8 recorded Chuck-will’s-widow 
for the second consecutive year, and Region 10 hosted a cooperative 
Swainson’s Warbler. An Audubon’s Warbler in Region 5 and a Townsend’s 
Solitaire continuing from winter in Region 10 were also highly noteworthy. 
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George Chiu informed me of two very important records from Region 4, 
which lacks a spring report. A Little Gull on 6 April and a Franklin’s Gull on 
6 May were potential first records for Broome County. 

To mark this point in history, when an ABA Code 4 species occurred in two 
upstate New York Regions in the same season, I choose Pink-footed Goose as 
Bird of the Season. I predict there will be further records in the future—but that 
its continental rarity code will probably be revised! 


Yellow-nosed Albatross, Robert Moses SP, Suffolk, 6 May 2017. Video-grab copyright 
Taylor Sturm. 
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Pink-footed Goose, Kinderhook, Columbia, 8 Apr 2017, © Naomi Lloyd. 


SPRING ARRIVAL DATES FOR 2017 


Region Species Seasonality” Advance’ Record 
Reported! vs. 1987-15 (Days) eal SPP. 


— n 2 | a l 


'Maximum number of species = 93. 
*Average arrival in a Region compared to that Region’s 31-year average. 
Average arrival in a Region compared to the average of all Regions. 


Given difficulties in estimating arrivals of some species in some Regions, estimates of 
Seasonality and Advance should be interpreted with caution. 
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Spring Arrival Dates 


2017 


Waterbirds 


Species 


Region 1 


Region 2 


Region 3 


R4 


Region 5 


Region 6 


Region 7 


Region 8 


Region 9 


Region 10 


Average 


American Bittern 


2 Apr 


29 Mar 


31 Mar 


3 Apr 


10 Apr 


18 Apr 


5 Apr 


8 Apr 


1 Apr 


5 Apr 


Green Heron 


8 Apr 


15 Apr 


9 Apr 


23 Apr 


28 Apr 


29 Apr 


16 Apr 


13 Apr 


8 Apr 


16 Apr 


Wood Duck 


24 Feb 


25 Feb 


19 Feb 


22 Feb 


24 Feb 


2 Mar 


23 Feb 


26 Feb 


24 Feb 


Green-winged Teal 


23 Mar 


23 Feb 


23 Feb 


3 Mar 


25 Feb 


1 Feb 


12 Mar 


27 Feb 


Northern Pintail 


18 Feb 


19 Feb 


22 Feb 


26 Feb 


14 Feb 


3 Feb 


17 Feb 


Blue-winged Teal 


17 Mar 


9 Mar 


25 Feb 


21 Mar 


14 Apr 


14 Apr 


9 Mar 


6 Mar 


19 Mar 


Osprey 


17 Mar 


26 Mar 


26 Mar 


25 Mar 


30 Mar 


3 Apr 


29 Mar 


13 Mar 


25 Mar 


Virginia Rail 


1 Apr 


14 Apr 


10 Apr 


14 Apr 


10 Apr 


23 Apr 


9 Apr 


1 Apr 


10 Apr 


Sora 


21 Apr 


15 Apr 


15 Apr 


15 Apr 


21 Apr 


13 May 


20 Apr 


23 Apr 


21 Apr 


Common Moorhen 


9 Apr 


18 Apr 


8 Apr 


15 Apr 


18 Apr 


27 Apr 


6 May 


17 Apr 


Black-bellied Plover 


1 May 


19 Apr 


26 Apr 


22 May 


19 May 


17 May 


18 May 


3 Mar 


1 May 


Semipalmated Plover 


5 May 


6 May 


30 Apr 


7 May 


6 May 


28 May 


9 May 


18 Mar 


2 May 


Killdeer 


22 Feb 


22 Feb 


21 Feb 


22 Feb 


24 Feb 


24 Feb 


22 Feb 


18 Feb 


21 Feb 


Greater Yellowlegs 


31 Mar 


30 Mar 


1 Apr 


4 Apr 


7 Apr 


16 Apr 


8 Apr 


25 Mar 


31 Mar 


Lesser Yellowlegs 


24 Feb 


30 Mar 


2 Apr 


4 Apr 


7 Apr 


22 Apr 


10 Apr 


5 Apr 


3 Apr 


Solitary Sandpiper 


9 Apr 


24 Mar 


24 Apr 


15 Apr 


3 May 


11 May 


11 Apr 


9 Apr 


17 Apr 


Spotted Sandpiper 


18 Apr 


12 Apr 


4 Apr 


10 Apr 


26 Apr 


29 Apr 


11 Apr 


25 Mar 


12 Apr 


Sanderling 


23 May 


28 Apr 


2 May 


6 May 


7 May 


Semipalmated Sandpiper 


5 May 


15 May 


1 May 


2 May 


18 May 


13 May 


28 Apr 


7 May 


Least Sandpiper 


17 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


12 May 


12 May 


29 Apr 


11 Apr 


28 Apr 


Pectoral Sandpiper 


17 Apr 


18 Apr 


18 Apr 


8 Apr 


22 Apr 


25 Mar 


10 Apr 


Wilson's Snipe 


3 Mar 


4 Mar 


4 Mar 


4 Mar 


28 Mar 


13 Apr 


1 Mar 


18 Mar 


11 Mar 


American Woodcock 


20 Feb 


23 Feb 


21 Feb 


23 Feb 


25 Feb 


28 Feb 


22 Feb 


11 Feb 


21 Feb 


Caspian Tern 


8 Apr 


2 Apr 


1 Apr 


2 Apr 


7 Apr 


9 Apr 


1 May 


7 Apr 


8 Apr 


Common Tern 


9 Apr 


2 Apr 


10 Apr 


15 Apr 


13 Apr 


28-Apr 


6 Apr 


29 Apr 


14 Apr 


Black Tern 


24 Apr 


12 May 


20 Apr 


8 May 


29 Apr 


20-May 


8 May 


6 May 


4 May 


Marsh Wren 


28 Apr 


3 Apr 


16 Apr 


29 Apr 


23 Apr 


23 Apr 


15 Apr 


25 Mar 


17 Apr 


Dates in bold type are record early arrivals for the Re 


sion. 
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Spring Arrival Dates 


2017 


Landbirds 


Species 


Region 1 


Region 2 


Region 3 


R4 


Region 5 


Region 6 


Region 7 


Region 8 


Region 9 


Region 10 


Average 


Black-billed Cuckoo 


13 May 


11 May 


11 May 


13 May 


16 May 


21 May 


12 May 


29 Apr 


3 May 


11 May 


Common Nighthawk 


1 May 


11 May 


6 May 


16 May 


17 May 


22 May 


17 May 


2 May 


7 May 


11 May 


Chimney Swift 


24 Apr 


16 Apr 


11 Apr 


22 Apr 


6 May 


30 Apr 


22 Apr 


16 Apr 


8 Apr 


20 Apr 


Ruby-thr Hummingbird 


26 Apr 


1 May 


30 Apr 


1 May 


12 May 


6 May 


25 Apr 


23 Apr 


11 Apr 


28 Apr 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


17 Mar 


30 Mar 


9 Mar 


20 Mar 


10 Apr 


25 Feb 


19 Mar 


Olive-sided Flycatcher 


12 May 


18 May 


17 May 


9 May 


18 May 


11 May 


23 May 


17 May 


7 May 


14 May 


Eastern Wood-Pewee 


9 May 


11 May 


4 May 


6 May 


12 May 


17 May 


11 May 


10 May 


29 Apr 


8 May 


Alder Flycatcher 


15 May 


17 May 


16 May 


17 May 


17 May 


7 May 


17 May 


11 May 


20 May 


15 May 


Willow Flycatcher 


13 May 


11 May 


10 May 


11 May 


18 May 


20 May 


13 May 


12 May 


28 Apr 


11 May 


Least Flycatcher 


1 May 


6 May 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


26 Apr 


24 Apr 


24 Apr 


27 Apr 


Eastern Phoebe 


25 Mar 


13 Mar 


24 Mar 


26 Mar 


28 Mar 


31 Mar 


28 Mar 


8 Mar 


1 Mar 


20 Mar 


Gr. Crested Flycatcher 


13 Apr 


26 Apr 


27 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


6 May 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


23 Apr 


26 Apr 


Eastern Kingbird 


28 Apr 


25 Apr 


27 Apr 


23 Apr 


29 Apr 


26 Apr 


24 Apr 


24 Apr 


18 Apr 


24 Apr 


Purple Martin 


4 Apr 


8 Mar 


8 Apr 


17 Apr 


12 Apr 


27 May 


27 Apr 


18 Apr 


9 Apr 


14 Apr 


Tree Swallow 


26 Mar 


23 Mar 


25 Mar 


24 Mar 


3 Apr 


2 Apr 


28 Apr 


21 Feb 


3 Mar 


24 Mar 


N. Rough-winged Swallow 


5 Apr 


3 Apr 


1 Apr 


5 Apr 


12 Apr 


11 Apr 


5 Apr 


27 Mar 


25 Mar 


3 Apr 


Bank Swallow 


22 Apr 


9 Apr 


7 Apr 


20 Apr 


24 Apr 


6 May 


19 Apr 


15 Apr 


8 Apr 


17 Apr 


Cliff Swallow 


10 Apr 


16 Apr 


1 Apr 


17 Apr 


12 Apr 


5 May 


30 Apr 


13 Apr 


8 Apr 


15 Apr 


Barn Swallow 


5 Apr 


26 Mar 


30 Mar 


3 Apr 


10 Apr 


8 Apr 


9 Apr 


28 Mar 


26 Mar 


2 Apr 


House Wren 


3 Apr 


16 Apr 


12 Apr 


15 Apr 


19 Apr 


29 Apr 


16 Apr 


12 Apr 


8 Apr 


14 Apr 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet 


28 Mar 


6 Apr 


3 Apr 


8 Apr 


10 Apr 


6 Apr 


3 Apr 


18 Mar 


2 Apr 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 


13 Apr 


10 Apr 


10 Apr 


12 Apr 


21 Apr 


23 Apr 


10 Apr 


2 Apr 


3 Apr 


11 Apr 


Eastern Bluebird 


19 Feb 


25 Feb 


25 Feb 


23 Feb 


Veery 


28 Apr 


29 Apr 


1 May 


28 Apr 


1 May 


12 May 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


23 Apr 


29 Apr 


Swainson's Thrush 


15 Apr 


10 May 


9 May 


9 May 


17 May 


20 May 


4 May 


30 Apr 


29 Apr 


5 May 


Hermit Thrush 


3 Apr 


2 Apr 


5 Apr 


1 Apr 


7 Apr 


12 Apr 


11 Apr 


1 Apr 


5 Apr 


Wood Thrush 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


26 Apr 


1 May 


28 Apr 


17 Apr 


29 Apr 


27 Apr 


Gray Catbird 


9 Apr 


14 Apr 


8 Apr 


8 Apr 


29 Apr 


22 Apr 


20 Apr 


18 Apr 


16 Apr 


Brown Thrasher 


5 Apr 


10 Apr 


7 Apr 


10 Apr 


12 Apr 


14 Apr 


10 Apr 


30 Mar 


8 Apr 


8 Apr 


Blue-headed Vireo 


13 Apr 


13 Apr 


10 Apr 


28 Mar 


20 Apr 


13 Apr 


16 Apr 


10 Apr 


10 Apr 


11 Apr 


Yellow-throated Vireo 


3 May 


28 Apr 


30 Apr 


28 Apr 


29 Apr 


13 May 


30 Apr 


27 Apr 


15 Apr 


29 Apr 


Warbling Vireo 


25 Apr 


22 Apr 


25 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


29 Apr 


27 Apr 


23 Apr 


18 Apr 


25 Apr 


Red-eyed Vireo 


9 May 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


8 May 


6 May 


30 Apr 


28 Apr 


22 Apr 


30 Apr 


Dates in bold type are record early arrivals for the Region. 
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Spring Arrival Dates 


2017 


Landbirds (cont'd) 


Species 


Region 1 


Region 2 


Region 3 


R4 


Region 5 


Region 6 


Region 7 


Region 8 


Region 9 


Region 10 


Average 


Tennessee Warbler 


3 May 


7 May 


11 May 


6 May 


2 May 


16 May 


12 May 


30 Apr 


28 Apr 


6 May 


Nashville Warbler 


24 Apr 


26 Apr 


22 Apr 


14 Apr 


20 Apr 


29 Apr 


29 Apr 


22 Apr 


18 Apr 


22 Apr 


Northern Parula 


29 Apr 


29 Apr 


20 Apr 


1 May 


2 May 


6 May 


2 May 


11 Apr 


7 Apr 


25 Apr 


Yellow Warbler 


23 Apr 


16 Apr 


22 Apr 


23 Apr 


27 Apr 


28 Apr 


22 Apr 


16 Apr 


16 Apr 


21 Apr 


Chestnut-sided Warbler 


30 Apr 


28 Apr 


29 Apr 


23 Apr 


2 May 


11 May 


28 Apr 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


Magnolia Warbler 


2 May 


1 May 


2 May 


27 Apr 


10 May 


11 May 


30 Apr 


29 Apr 


5 Apr 


29 Apr 


Cape May Warbler 


30 Apr 


4 May 


3 May 


1 May 


2 May 


29 Apr 


9 May 


27 Apr 


19 Apr 


30 Apr 


Black-thr. Blue Warbler 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


1 May 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


24 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


Black-thr Green Warbler 


17 Apr 


22 Apr 


21 Apr 


23 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


16 Apr 


18 Apr 


12 Apr 


20 Apr 


Blackburnian Warbler 


27 Apr 


1 May 


28 Apr 


1 May 


3 May 


30 Apr 


28 Apr 


26 Apr 


22 Apr 


28 Apr 


Pine Warbler 


28 Mar 


5 Apr 


4 Apr 


9 Apr 


10 Apr 


4 Apr 


8 Apr 


2 Apr 


6 Mar 


1 Apr 


Palm Warbler 


15 Apr 


15 Apr 


8 Apr 


15 Apr 


16 Apr 


11 Apr 


3 Apr 


29 Mar 


29 Mar 


8 Apr 


Bay-breasted Warbler 


1 May 


12 May 


11 May 


13 May 


12 May 


18 May 


8 May 


1 May 


29 Apr 


8 May 


Blackpoll Warbler 


12 May 


17 May 


6 May 


9 May 


18 May 


12 May 


11 May 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


9 May 


Black-and-White Warbler 


26 Apr 


22 Apr 


23 Apr 


27 Apr 


26 Apr 


28 Apr 


26 Apr 


9 Apr 


10 Apr 


21 Apr 


American Redstart 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


1 May 


7 May 


28 Apr 


24 Apr 


26 Apr 


28 Apr 


Ovenbird 


29 Apr 


27 Apr 


26 Apr 


26 Apr 


25 Apr 


29 Apr 


19 Apr 


17 Apr 


24 Apr 


24 Apr 


Northern Waterthrush 


26 Apr 


13 Apr 


22 Apr 


12 Apr 


29 Apr 


29 Apr 


27 Apr 


24 Apr 


16 Apr 


22 Apr 


Mourning Warbler 


3 May 


10 May 


4 May 


2 May 


16 May 


17 May 


19 May 


4 May 


13 May 


9 May 


Common Yellowthroat 


22 Apr 


18 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


5 May 


28 Apr 


30 Mar 


22 Apr 


23 Apr 


Wilson's Warbler 


13 May 


13 May 


7 May 


11 May 


14-May 


17 May 


1 May 


1 May 


14Apr 


6 May 


Canada Warbler 


14 May 


13 May 


12 May 


14 May 


16 May 


18 May 


29 Apr 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


9 May 


Scarlet Tanager 


2 May 


1 May 


28 Apr 


1 May 


9 May 


6 May 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


1 May 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 


18 Apr 


15 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


1 May 


23 Apr 


24 Apr 


12 Apr 


22 Apr 


Indigo Bunting 


15 Apr 


4 May 


2 May 


29 Apr 


12 May 


9 May 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


8 Apr 


28 Apr 


Eastern Towhee 


31 Mar 


16 Mar 


1 Apr 


3 Apr 


9 Apr 


10 Apr 


1 Apr 


11 Apr 


2 Apr 


Chipping Sparrow 


3 Apr 


10 Mar 


2 Apr 


28 Mar 


10 Apr 


6 Apr 


12 Apr 


5 Mar 


25 Mar 


28 Mar 


Vesper Sparrow 


29 Mar 


27 Mar 


28 Mar 


2 Apr 


10 Apr 


6 Apr 


10 Apr 


3 Apr 


23 Mar 


1 Apr 


Savannah Sparrow 


16 Mar 


3 Apr 


1 Apr 


4 Apr 


10 Apr 


3 Apr 


8 Apr 


12 Apr 


3 Apr 


Lincoln's Sparrow 


29 Apr 


30 Apr 


27 Apr 


25 Apr 


14 May 


11 May 


1 May 


28 Apr 


17 Apr 


30 Apr 


White-crowned Sparrow 


25 Apr 


26 Apr 


13 Apr 


14 Mar 


28 Apr 


26 Apr 


26 Apr 


1 May 


28 Apr 


20 Apr 


Bobolink 


30 Apr 


27 Apr 


29 Apr 


28 Apr 


1 May 


4 May 


28 Apr 


23 Apr 


25 Apr 


28 Apr 


Baltimore Oriole 


25 Apr 


27 Apr 


25 Apr 


28 Apr 


29-Apr 


1 May 


28 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


27 Apr 


Overall Average 


15 Apr 


15 Apr 


16 Apr 


16 Apr 


22 Apr 


25 Apr 


19 Apr 


16 Apr 


9 Apr 


17 Apr 


Dates in bold type are record early arrivals for the Region. 


REGION 1—NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 
6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm @roadrunner.com 


March 2017 was colder than February for just the eleventh time in recorded 
history. The mean temperature at the Buffalo weather station was 33.0° F, 1.0° 
below normal. There was 4.36" of precipitation, 1.49" above average, with much 
of it falling near month’s end. There was 26.8" of snowfall, 13.9" above average 
and mostly from a nor’easter storm at mid-month. A significant wind event on 
the 8" brought 60 mph gusts, a lot of damage, and was perhaps responsible for a 
first Regional record; more on that just below. April was warm and the wettest 
on record. The mean temperature was 50.5°, 4.6° above average. Precipitation 
was 6.381), 3.37" above average, with 2.3" of snowfall, 0.4" below normal. The 
longest stretch without a trace of precipitation was only three days. May 
continued the trend of a very wet spring. The average temperature was 56.1°, 
0.8° below normal and without any lengthy warm spells. Rainfall was 6.35". 
2.89" above normal. 

It’s possible that a warm spell 6-8 March, followed by severe wind event 
on the 8" may have had something to do with the finding of a Regional first. 
Gale VerHague ventured out to Dunkirk Airport on 8 March and photographed 
what turned out to be a Smith’s Longspur. She questioned her identification as 
the expected Lapland Longspur when reviewing her photos at home later in the 
day. Alec Humann and several others determined the ID as a rare Smith’s 
Longspur possibly blown off course on its way back north from wintering 
grounds. 

The extremely wet spring resulted in very high water levels on Lake 
Ontario and a preponderance of wet fields that attracted shorebirds in good 
numbers and diversity. Thus, local birders paid more attention to looking for 
shorebirds this spring than usual and rarities ensued. Willie D’Anna found the 
first spring season Hudsonian Godwit in Region 1 since 1992 in a field in 
Wilson. Two days later he found Niagara County’s first ever Piping Plover in a 
field in Somerset. A whopping six reports of Long-billed Dowitcher occurred 
between late March and early May, and White-rumped Sandpipers were 
sighted in greater numbers than usual, including a record early bird on 1 May. 
There were also plenty of shorebird sightings not necessarily linked to the wet 
spring, highlighted by the Region’s first Black-necked Stilt at Iroquois NWR. It 
was originally found by Celeste Morien at Kumpf Marsh on 8 May and then re- 
sighted with some regularity through the remainder of the month and into June. 
Watching the Lake Erie shoreline was beneficial this spring too. There were two 
reports of Willets, including 14 at Barcelona Harbor and one lingering for a few 
days at Buffalo Outer Harbor. Five Red Knots and a Whimbrel were sighted at 
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Buffalo Harbor, while Paul Hess saw a group of 27 Whimbrel make a brief 
landing at Cayuga Pool at Iroquois NWR on 19 May. A Sanderling at a 
drainage pond in Amherst was an unusual location for the only spring sighting. 
There were three reports of Wilson’s Phalarope and one Red-necked 
Phalarope sighting. 

The waterfowl migration started during the warm February. Geese and 
swans had mostly passed through before the end of March. A few large counts 
of Snow Geese continued along Lake Ontario in early March. There were 
several sightings of Greater White-fronted Goose, including a group of 10 at 
Iroquois NWR on 2 March. Three Ross’s Goose sightings were scattered 
throughout the Region in March. Less than annual in spring, Brant made a 
showing on 7-8 May with flocks along the Niagara River and at Buffalo Harbor. 
A pair of Trumpeter Swans took up at Cayuga Pool throughout the season; 
while one wing-tagged swan was less expected in Olean in March and another 
was sighted in Porter. Eurasian Wigeons were identified in Elba and Iroquois 
NWR in March. Harlequin Ducks continued off Niagara Falls SP, with one 
staying until at least the BOS May Count. 

A few counts of Red-necked Grebes topped 100 in late March and early 
April along Lake Ontario. An Eared Grebe was photographed at Dunkirk 
Harbor on 29 March. American White Pelican has been recorded in seven of 
the last eight spring seasons; a clear increase in sightings. This year there were 
three found on Chautauqua Lake by Wendy Akin on 16 April. Much more rare 
is Brown Pelican, and Region 1 pulled off a spring season with both native 
pelican species when one was found in Buffalo Harbor on the morning of 27 
May and then remained highly visible into early June at a nearby spot on the 
Niagara River. This marked the fourth Regional record, three of which have 
occurred in the last nine years. 

Snowy Egrets appeared at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo and on 
Buffalo Creek in Elma in May; the first Regional sightings in five years. A 
Cattle Egret in Lewiston on 25 April was a nice find by Beverly Seyler. 
Sandhill Crane has reached the point of having too many sightings to report all 
occurrences during the spring season. A group of 14 Sandhill Cranes that 
remained for just over two weeks in an Alexander corn field were notable for 
their number and persistence. 

The spring raptor migration did not produce any rarities. There were four 
Golden Eagle sightings. 

Near daily searches of the gulls roosting and foraging off Niagara Falls SP 
in March revealed regular presence of up to five Thayer’s Gulls and high 
counts of Lesser Black-backed Gull and Iceland Gulls into the 30s and 20s, 
respectively. With the lumping of Thayer’s Gull back into Iceland Gull, consider 
this the last Region 1 report where you see it reported as a stand-alone species. 
Franklin’s Gulls were identified in May roosting in fields in North Collins and 
Somerset; these sightings represented the first spring records in more than a 
decade. The most unusual gull found this spring was a Black-headed x Ring- 
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billed Gull hybrid found by Derek Lovitch at Niagara Falls SP on 9 May and 
relocated the next day. 

A few Snowy Owls lingered into early April. A Long-eared Owl was a bit 
of a surprise find by Sue Barth at Woodlawn Beach SP, where she saw it chased 
by crows out over Lake Erie. Short-eared Owls were found at four locations, 
and there were two Northern Saw-whet Owl reports. Common Nighthawks 
were scarce except for a count of 29 in Hanover late in May. 

There were several Ruby-throated Hummingbirds that arrived slightly 
early compared with previous years. A Great Crested Flycatcher returned to a 
Virginia Elliott’s property in East Otto on a record early date of 13 April. 
Record early dates were obtained through Gates Dupont’s nocturnal flight call 
recording station in Amherst for Swainson’s Thrush and Indigo Bunting on 15 
April. A Grasshopper Sparrow call recorded that same night made for a 
remarkable set of data from one night. 

Highlights from the spring warbler migrants included a Worm-eating 
Warbler at Forest Lawn Cemetery, a “Yellow” or “Eastern” Palm Warbler at 
Tifft NP, a Yellow-throated Warbler at Amherst SP, and two reports of 
Yellow-breasted Chat along Lake Ontario. Five Golden-winged Warbler 
sightings included three migrants and two in later May that could have been 
looking to breed. It was unusual to have two “Lawrence’s” Warbler reports 
while not having any “Brewster’s” Warblers reported. Prothonotary Warblers 
were again reported at Tonawanda WMA. 

Clay-colored Sparrows were found only in a previously documented 
breeding area in Niagara County. A Summer Tanager was a nice find at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery on 13 May. A Dickcissel made an appearance 7-9 April at a 
feeder at Jamestown Audubon Society. A Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen 
briefly in a blackbird flock at Tifft NP on 8 April. 

There were few Pine Siskin reports, and Evening Grosbeaks were 
reported at one location in Whitesville, Allegany County into mid-May. 

The 82"? BOS April Count was held on 9 April with 148 species and 
97,470 individual birds recorded; the number of species was around average, 
while it was the lowest number of individuals recorded ever, which could be 
attributable to participation. High counts were tallied for Gadwall (340), 
Northern Shoveler (316), Ruddy Duck (619), Great Egret (101), Sandhill Crane 
(15), Snowy Owl (2), Red-bellied Woodpecker (270), and Merlin (10). 

The BOS May Count was held on 21 May on a day with locally heavy 
thunderstorms and rain. Two hundred four species (above average) and 59,240 
individual birds (well below average) were recorded. High counts over the last 
50 years included Great Egret (166), Osprey (45), Merlin (3), Peregrine Falcon 
(25), Caspian Tern (472), Acadian Flycatcher (11), and Alder Flycatcher (70). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet was surprisingly missed, which was a low count. 
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Wendy Akin, Sue Barth, HM Bateman, Doug Beattie, Jim Berry, David Cooney, 
Willie D’Anna, Marcia Dirnberger, Gates Dupont, Virginia Elliott, Dennis 
Gralak, Michael Gullo, Carol Hardenburg, Samuel Herle, Paul Hess, Alec 
Humann, Tom Kerr, Jen Kuhn, Chris Kundl, Jim Landau, Greg Lawrence, Tim 
Lenz, Derek Lovitch, Ruth Lundin, Joe Mitchell, Michael Monaco, Celeste 
Morien, TJ Mudd, Keith Neff, Matthew Nusstein, Jim Pawlicki, Betsy Potter, 
Jeff Reed, Ken Reichman (KRe), Kevin Rybczynski (KRy), Richard Salembier, 
Shelly Seidman, William Seleen, Beverly Seyler, Debbie Sharon (DSh), Joel 
Strong, David Suggs (DSu), Gerald Thurn, Rick Thomas, Jeff Tome, Kirk 
Vanstrom, Gale VerHague, Rachel Wilson, Chris Wood, Peter Yoerg, Mike 
Zebehazy. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AISP — Allegany SP, CATT; AmSP — Amherst SP, ERIE; BeSP — Beaver I SP, 
ERIE; BMAC — Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BOSAC — Buffalo 
Ornithological Society April Count — 9 Apr; BOSMC — Buffalo Ornithological 
Society May Count — 21 May; BufH — Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP — Buckhorn 
I SP, ERIE; BWWTP — Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, GENE; ChauL — 
Chautauqua L, CHAU; CSWMA — Conewango Swamp WMA, CATT; DH — 
Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; EvSP — Evangola SP, ERIE; FLC — Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FMCSP — Four Mile Creek SP, NIAG; FNSP — Fort 
Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP - Golden Hill SP, NIAG; HW — Hamburg Hawk 
Watch, ERIE; INWR — Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; JAS — Jamestown 
Audubon Society, CHAU; LBSP -- Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; NF — Niagara 
Falls, NIAG; NFSP — Niagara Falls SP, NIAG; NR — Niagara R; OOWMA — 
Oak Orchard WMA, GENE/ORLE; RWNP — Reinstein Woods NP, ERIE; 
TBNP — Times Beach NP, ERIE; Tifft NP — Tifft Nature Preserve, ERIE; 
TRWMA — Tillman Road WMA, ERIE; TWMA — Tonawanda WMA, 
GENE/NIAG; WFWMA -— Watts Flats WMA, CHAU; WoBSP — Woodlawn 
Beach SP, ERIE; WTSP — Wilson-Tuscarora SP, NIAG. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 


Greater White-fronted Goose: arr, max 10 Brant: arr, max 208 BufH, 26 NFSP 7 May 
INWR 2 Mar (CM, PH); 2 Oakfield GENE 5 (PY, CK); 36 Grand I NR 8 May (MD); less 
Mar; 4 INWR 26 Mar; 3 Yates ORLE 30 Mar; than annual in spring. 

2 Somerset NIAG 12 Apr. Cackling Goose: 4 Oakfield GENE 7 Mar; 
Snow Goose: max 800, 1526 Yates ORLE 3, max 14 Somerset NIAG 20 Mar; 4 N Collins 
20 Mar (JS, WD); 336, 596 Somerset NIAG 3, ERIE 20 Mar; 10, 5 Yates ORLE 27, 30 Mar; 
4 Mar; 22 Pomfret CHAU 31 Mar; 30 Dunkirk last Cassadaga CHAU 5 Apr. 

CHAU 1 Apr; last Waterport ORLE 21 Apr. Mute Swan: 2 Grand I NR 3 Mar; Cassadaga 
ROSS’ S GOOSE (R1): Orchard Park ERIE 1 CHAU 11 Mar, 5 Apr; Clay Pond WMA 

Mar (SH); Carlton ORLE 11 Mar (RT); Yates CHAU 9 Apr; TBNP 19 Apr; Cuba ALLE 6 


ORLE 20 Mar (WD, JS); good showing. 
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May; only rpts away from L Ontario shore; 27 
BOSAC; 25 BOSMC. 

Trumpeter Swan: 2 tagged INWR 10 Mar 
thru; 1 tagged Olean CATT 4 Apr (KN); Porter 
NIAG 8 May (WD); only reports. 

Tundra Swan: 325 INWR 5 Mar; max 1063 
Ellery ChauL 6 Mar; 250 Carlton ORLE 11 
Mar; 100 AISP 23 Mar; last JAS 3 May (JT). 
Gadwall: max 90, 58 N Harmony CHAU 1, 11 
Mar; 48 Celeron ChauL 20 Mar. 

Eurasian Wigeon: INWR 24, 29 Mar (PH, 
DSh); Elba GENE 22 Apr (WD, BP); only 
reports. 

Am. Wigeon: max 50 INWR 18 Mar. 

Am. Black Duck: 33 BOSAC; 1 BOSMC; 
continue low. 

Blue-winged Teal: arr BeSP 17 Mar; 83 
BOSAC; 4 BOSMC. 

N. Shoveler: max 104 BWWTP 11 Mar; 53 S 
Buffalo ERIE 5 Apr. 

N. Pintail: max 220 OOWMA 8 Mar; 200 
INWR 11 Mar; 200 Hartland NIAG 5 Apr. 
Green-winged Teal: max 72 Elba GENE 17 
Apr. 

Canvasback: max 350 BufH 26 Mar; last 2 NF 
3 May. 

Redhead: max 500 Ellery ChauL 25 Mar; 90 
Cuba L ALLE 26 Mar; INWR 25 May; WTSP 
30 May. 

Ring-necked Duck: 179 N Collins ERIE 26 
Mar; max 185 N Harmony ChauL 15 Apr. 
Greater Scaup: max 720 BufH 26 Mar; 80 
Mayville ChauL 30 Apr (TL); INWR 25 May 
(PH). 

Lesser Scaup: 130 Cuba L ALLE 27 Mar; 295 
BufH 1 Apr; max 307 Ellery ChauL 9 Apr; 2 
INWR 28 May. 

King Eider: GHSP 30 Mar (WD), only report. 
Harlequin Duck: 3, 2, 1 NFSP 21, 30 Apr, 
BOSMC; regular at this location in recent 
winter and spring seasons. 

Surf Scoter: 4, 2 Ellery ChauL 6 Mar, 14 Apr 
(WS); Hamburg ERIE 28 Mar; Wilson NIAG 2 
Apr; last 2 Somerset NIAG 15 Apr. 
White-winged Scoter: max 100 FNSP 17 Mar; 
8,2 BWWTP 17 Mar, 6 May; Ellery ChauL 5 
May. 

Black Scoter: BufH 4-6 Mar; Barcelona 
CHAU 29 Apr; only reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 235 Somerset NIAG 
15 Apr; last BOSMC. 

Bufflehead: 300 Grand I NR 5 Mar; max 350 
Mayville ChauL 30 Apr; last 2 INWR 28 May. 
Com. Goldeneye: max 250 Grand I NR 5 Mar; 
last FNSP 27 May. 
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Hooded Merganser: max 170 S Dayton CATT 
26 Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 850 Somerset 
NIAG 15 Apr. 

Ruddy Duck: 21, 35 Cuba L ALLE 26 Mar, 16 
Apr; 26 N Collins ERIE 31 Mar; 179 N 
Harmony ChauL 5 Apr; 151,248 BWWTP 27 
Apr, 2 May; max 600 Mayville ChauL 30 Apr; 
AISP 30 May, on the late side. 

Red-throated Loon: 3 Shadigee ORLE, 1 
BufH 20 Mar; max 104 Wilson NIAG 2 Apr; 
Barcelona CHAU 15-30 May. 

Com. Loon: arr 8 AISP 23 Mar; max 38 
Somerset NIAG 15 Apr. 

Horned Grebe: max 32 AISP 26 Mar; last 
GHSP 23 May. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 128 Shadigee ORLE, 
84 Somerset NIAG 20 Mar; 101 GHSP 5 Apr; 
last Wilson NIAG 1 May. 

EARED GREBE (R1): DH 29 Mar (GV, ph!); 
irregular in spring. 

Double-crested Cormorant: 679 Wilson 
NIAG 21 Apr; max 800, 650 BufH 17, 29 May. 
AM. WHITE PELICAN (R1): 3 Chautauqua 
ChauL 16 Apr (WA); becoming near annual in 
spring. 

BROWN PELICAN: Buffalo NR 27-31 May 
(MM, mob); 4" Reg record, likely more 
extensively viewed than any previous report. 
Am. Bittern: arr Tifft NP 2 Apr; 3, 5 INWR 4, 
9 May; TBNP 27 May (SS). 

Least Bittern: arr 1, 1 TWMA 4, 28 May; Tifft 
NP 10 May; OOWMA 18 May; INWR 28 May. 
Great Egret: arr Hamburg HW 24 Mar; 41 
Tonawanda NR 3 Apr; max 49 TWMA 26 
May. 

SNOWY EGRET (R1): FLC 8 May (MN, 
TK); Elma ERIE 21-22 May (GT); few reports 
in recent years. 

CATTLE EGRET (R1): Lewiston NIAG 25 
Apr (BS, AH), rare. 

Green Heron: arr Tifft NP 8 Apr. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr 3 
Tonawanda NR 3 Apr, on the late side, or 
possibly overlooked. 

Black Vulture: Porter NIAG 18 Mar; 1, 2,5 
Lewiston NIAG 24 Mar, 17 Apr, 14 May; 
regular location where resident all year; 2 Tifft 
NP 3 Apr (AH, SB); Hamburg HW 3 Apr (JL). 
Turkey Vulture: max 2764 Hamburg HW 3 
Apr. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: arr Hamburg HW 17 Mar. 
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Bald Eagle: max 9 Hamburg HW 3 Apr; 
increasing everywhere. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 81 Hamburg HW 3 
Apr. 

N. Goshawk: Ward ALLE 22 Apr (JK), only 
report. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: max 50 Hamburg HW 
29 Mar. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr BOSAC; max 497 
Hamburg HW 21 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: max 3 Hamburg HW 3 
Apr; last Tifft NP 25 Apr. 

Golden Eagle: arr ad BufH 12 Mar (SS, ph!); 
1, 1,2, 1 Hamburg HW 27 Mar, 3, 13, 14 Apr; 
Carlton ORLE 10 Apr; Sheldon WYOM 4 May. 
Virginia Rail: arr Tifft NP 1 Apr; max 11 
INWR 9 May. 

Sora: arr TRWMA 21 Apr; max 8 INWR 9 
May. 

C. Gallinule: arr BOSAC. 

Am. Coot: max 245 DH 9 Mar. 

Sandhill Crane: rep 13 loc; max 14 Alexander 
GENE 7-26 Mar (DB); 7 Carlton ORLE 6 May. 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: INWR 8-26 May 
(CM, GL, mob), Ist Reg record. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr Wilson NIAG, Porter 
NIAG 1 May; Porter NIAG 12 May; 2, 4 Yates 
ORLE 22, 25 May; Somerset NIAG 22 May; 
only reports. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr 2, max 23 Somerset 
NIAG 5, 23 May. 

PIPING PLOVER: Somerset NIAG 22 May 
(WD, ph!), Ist NIAG. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr Amherst ERIE 18 Apr. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr BOSAC; max 21 Brant 
ERIE 13 May; last OOWMA 24 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr Brant ERIE 31 Mar; 
max 70 INWR 11 Apr. 

Willet: arr 14 Barcelona CHAU 29 Apr (TL); 
BufH 2-4 May (TK); only reports. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr N Collins ERIE 24 Mar 
(SB); max 176 Somerset NIAG 8 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: TRWMA BOSMC, 30 
May; regular location. 

Whimbrel: arr BufH 17 May; 27 INWR 19 
May (PH), brief landing at Cayuga Pool; only 
reports. 

HUDSONIAN GODWIT (R1): Wilson NIAG 
20 May (WD, ph!), first spring record since 
1992. 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr Somerset NIAG 12, 24 
May; 3, 2 BufH 17, 30 May, only reports. 

Red Knot: 5 BufH 25 May (SB, ph!), 
increasingly rare in spring. 

Sanderling: arr Amherst ERIE 23 May (DSu), 
uncommon inland; only report. 
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Dunlin: arr Wilson NIAG 11 Apr; max 75 
Wilson NIAG, 75 Yates ORLE 25 May. 

Least Sandpiper: arr Elba GENE 17 Apr; max 
71 Brant ERIE 14 May. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr CSWMA 1 
May (TL, ph.), early; 3, 3, 3 Wilson NIAG 8, 
25, 28 May; BOSMC; Yates ORLE 22, 23 
May; TWMA, Somerset NIAG 25 May; 1, 2 
INWR 27, 31 May; good showing. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 6, 26 Elba GENE 17, 
22 Apr ; max 39 Porter NIAG 1 May ; last 
BOSMC. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr 1, 62 Somerset 
NIAG 5, 22 May; 100 Wilson NIAG 25 May; 
100 Sheridan CHAU 30 May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr 2 Lewiston NIAG 
7 May; 14 OOWMA 17 May; 18 Wilson NIAG 
25 May. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: 2 Sheridan CHAU 29, 
31 Mar (GV, ph.); Elba GENE 18 Apr (MG); 
Porter NIAG 29 Apr (BS); CSWMA 1 May 
(TL); Brant ERIE 5, 6 May (SB, JM); Wilson 
NIAG 5 May (WD); unprecedented spring 
showing. 

Wilson’s Snipe: arr Holland ERIE 3 Mar; max 
34 Hartland NIAG 15 Apr. 

Am. Woodcock: max 9 Forestville CHAU 28 
Mar. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: arr INWR 8 May (PH); 
BWWTP 20 May (CW); Wilson NIAG 31 May 
(WD). 

Red-necked Phalarope: 2 INWR 26 May 
(CM), only report. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 1000 Buffalo NR 7 
Apr. 

Black-headed x Ring-billed Gull: NFSP 9, 10 
Mar (DL, CK, WD), very rare. 

Little Gull: 2 Lewiston NR 23 Mar, only 
report. 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: N Collins ERIE 14 
May (JP, JM); Somerset NIAG 25 May (WD, 
JS); few spring reports in recent years. 
Thayer’s Gull: 5, 3 NFSP 6, 24 Mar (CK, ph.); 
at least one observed at this location most days 
thru March; will be lumped with Iceland in 
future reports. 

Iceland Gull: max 25, 22, last 1 NFSP 4, 19 
Mar, 7 May (CK). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 37, 34, 13 
NFSP 6, 11 Mar, 7 Apr; Newstead ERIE 26 
Mar; 2 Gaines ORLE 12 Apr; 2 Elba GENE 22 
Apr; inland reports becoming more regular; six 
May rpts of singles. 

Glaucous Gull: max 7 NFSP 6 Mar; Elba 
GENE 1 Apr (JS, RW), inland reports rare; last 
Lewiston NR 12 May. 
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Great Black-backed Gull: max 93 DH 4 Mar. 
Caspian Tern: arr 2, 60 DH 8, 29 Apr; 120, 
115 Wilson NIAG 1, 22 May; max 135 DH 2 
May; 75 BufH 29 May. 

Black Tern: arr 2, 36 INWR 24 Apr, 2 May. 
Com. Tern: arr 18 BOSAC; 400 BeSP 2 May; 
133 DH 11 May; 300 BufH 30 May. 

Forster’s Tern: arr 1, 1 DH 24 Apr, 5 May; 2 
Somerset NIAG 5 May; Chautauqua ChauL 7 
May (KV). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr INWR 11 May. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr Bethany GENE 13 
May. 

Snowy Owl: 1-2 BufH thru 1 Apr; Hinsdale 
CATT 1 Apr (JR); Lewiston NIAG 3, 7, 14 
Apr; only reports. 

Long-eared Owl: 1, 2, 2 Yates ORLE 20, 27 
Mar, 5 Apr; WoBSP 18 Apr (SB); only reports. 
Short-eared Owl: 3, 2 Shelby ORLE 3, 19 
Mar; Portland CHAU 3 Mar; 2 Yates ORLE 19 
Mar; INWR 23 Mar; 2 BOSAC; only reports. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Yates ORLE 27 Mar (WD, 
SB); BOSAC; only reports. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Jamestown CHAU 1 
May (KV); max 29 Hanover CHAU 28 May 
(KRy). 

Chimney Swift: arr 3 FLC 24 Apr. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr Jamestown 
CHAU (JB), Busti CHAU (WS) 26 Apr; 
Newfane NIAG 28 Apr (JS); all slightly early. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Albion ORLE 11 
Mar; 2 EvSP 27 Apr; WoBSP 28 Apr; Ellery 
CHAU 28, 30 Apr; 4 Westfield CHAU 8 May; 
4 FNSP 10 May; mostly regular locations. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr Orchard Park 
ERIE 17 Mar. 

Merlin: too many sightings to report; 2 West 
Seneca ERIE 1-30 May, apparent new breeding 
site. 

Peregrine Falcon: reports Mar-May near 
known breeding sites; 8 BOSAC; 25 BOSMC. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Ellery CHAU 12 
May; six other reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr RWNP 9 May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr FLC 18 May. 
Acadian Flycatcher: arr N Harmony CHAU 
17 May. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr WFWMA 15 May. 
Willow Flycatcher: arr Cheektowaga ERIE 13 
May. 
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Least Flycatcher: arr BuSP, Jamestown 
CHAU 1 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr AISP, WEWMA 25 Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr East Otto 
CATT 13 Apr (VE), record early. 

E. Kingbird: arr BWWTP, Wellsville ALLE 
28 Apr. 

N. Shrike: last INWR 4, 5 Apr. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr OOWMA, 
Hamburg ERIE 3 May. 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr Shelby ORLE 13 Apr. 
Warbling Vireo: arr AmSP 25 Apr. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr FLC 9 May. 
Red-eyed Vireo: arr Chautauqua CHAU 9 
May. 

Com. Raven: continued increase rep n ERIE & 
NIAG. 

Purple Martin: arr OOWMA 4 Apr. 

Tree Swallow: arr mult loc 26 Mar; max 500 
BWWTP 6 May. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr 2 S Buffalo 
ERIE 5 Apr. 

Bank Swallow: arr WoBSP 22 Apr. 

Cliff Swallow: arr 3 BufH 10 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: arr Grand Island ERIE 5 Apr. 
House Wren: arr Jamestown CHAU 3 Apr 
(JB), early; 2 Tifft NP 14 Apr. 

Winter Wren: arr 2 FLC 28 Mar. 

Marsh Wren: arr TWMA 28 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: only 15 on BOSAC and 12 
BOSMC. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr Hamburg ERIE 13 
Apr. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr AmSP 13 Mar. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr FLC 28 Mar; last 
Wilson NIAG 27 May. 

Veery: arr WFWMA, FLC 28 Apr. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr FLC 18 May. 
Swainson’s Thrush: arr Amherst ERIE 15 Apr 
(GD), recorded flight call at nocturnal flight call 
station; record early. 

Hermit Thrush: arr WTSP, New Hudson 
ALLE 3 Apr. 

Wood Thrush: arr mult loc 28 Apr. 

Gray Catbird: 2 Sturgeon Pt ERIE 5 Apr; 5 
BOSAC; difficult to tell which are migrants. 
Brown Thrasher: arr Tifft NP, Buffalo ERIE 5 
Apr. 

Am. Pipit: arr JAS 15 Mar; max 200 Brant 
ERIE 31 Mar (SB). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: 7, 4 Hartland NIAG 4, 16 
Mar; 2, 4 N Collins ERIE 12, 15 Mar; max 23 
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Porter NIAG 15 Mar; 12 Wilson NIAG 16 Mar; 
last BOSAC. 

SMITH’S LONGSPUR: Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 8 Mar (GV, ph!), Ist Reg record; 
identified later by photos. 

Snow Bunting: max 500 Porter NIAG 18 Mar; 
last 15 BufH 1 Apr. 

Ovenbird: arr 2 INWR, Granger ALLE 29 
Apr. 

Worm-eating Warbler: FLC 1 May (HMB), 
rare. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr N Harmony 
CHAU 15 Apr. 

N. Waterthrush: arr WEWMA, Tifft NP 26 
Apr. 

Golden-winged Warbler: arr WTSP, Sturgeon 
Pt ERIE 13 May; Tifft NP 17 May; Yorkshire 
CATT 27 May (TK, TJM); Middlebury GENE 
27 May; last two dates suggestive of breeding; 
only reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr BuSP 29 Apr. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: no reports. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: BMAC 3 May (TK), 
regular at location in recent years; Alden ERIE 
5 May (JM, ph!); unusual to have more reports 
than Brewster’ s; rare. 

Black-and-white Warbler: arr FLC 26 Apr. 
Prothonotary Warbler: 2 TWMA 17 May, 
regular breeding location. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr Bethany GENE 3 
May; max 15 Chautauqua CHAU 15 May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr Buffalo ERIE, 
Wilson NIAG 9 May. 

Nashville Warbler: arr 2 FLC 24 Apr. 
Mourning Warbler: arr 2 Canadaway Creek 
WMA CHAU 3 May (GV, ph!), early. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr JAS 22 Apr (JT). 
Hooded Warbler: arr CSWMA 1 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr 2 BWWTP 27 Apr. 

Cape May Warbler: arr BufH 30 Apr. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr INWR 4 May; AmSP 
12 May, uncommon as migrant. 

N. Parula: arr BuSP 29 Apr. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr 3 LBSP 2 May. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr FMCSP 1 May. 
Blackburnian Warbler: arr WoBSP 27 Apr. 
Yellow Warbler: arr 3 BWWTP, 2 Tifft NP 23 
Apr. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr Willing ALLE 
30 Apr. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr Tifft NP 12 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr 2 Sheridan 
CHAU, FLC 28 Apr. 

“Western” Palm Warbler: arr AmSP 15 Apr. 
“Yellow” Palm Warbler: BuSP 21 Apr (AH), 
rarely documented in spring. 
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Pine Warbler: arr Jamestown CHAU 28 Mar. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 2 Portland CHAU 
22 Mar; Newfane NIAG 28 Mar; only reports 
before Apr. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: AmSP 25 Apr 
(RS); only report; no reports from AISP for 
three straight springs. 

Prairie Warbler: arr Alfred ALLE 1 May. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr AISP 17 
Apr. 

Canada Warbler: arr 3 WFWMA, 2 
Canadaway Creek WMA CHAU 14 May. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr EvSP 13 May. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: WTSP 21 May (WD); 
Wilson NIAG 24 May (BP, WD); only reports. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: arr Brant ERIE 31 Mar. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: last Wilson NIAG 9 May. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr 2 Buffalo ERIE, 
Sheridan CHAU 3 Apr. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: arr 4 NIAG BOSMC, 
only report. 
Field Sparrow: arr 2 Sheridan CHAU 26 Mar. 
Vesper Sparrow: arr Dunkirk Airport CHAU 
29 Mar; more Apr rpts than usual. 
Savannah Sparrow: arr Hartland NIAG 16 
Mar (JS), slightly early, or possibly wintered. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Amherst ERIE 15 
Apr (GD), recorded nocturnal flight call; 2 
TRWMA 27 Apr; Lewiston NIAG 14 May; 2 
Dunkirk Airport CHAU 22 May. 
Fox Sparrow: Hinsdale CATT, INWR 5 Mar; 
6 Whitesville ALLE 10 Mar (KRe); continued 
from winter; arr Portland CHAU 26 Mar; max 
12 Tifft NP 12 Apr. 
Song Sparrow: max 70 Hamburg HW 27 Mar 
(MZ), hawk watchers reported numerous birds 
on the ground. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr Grand Island ERIE 29 
Apr. 
Swamp Sparrow: too difficult to guess at 
migrant arrival vs. wintering; arr late Mar. 
White-crowned Sparrow: 5 loc Mar; arr late 
Apr; last Hamburg ERIE 27 May. 
SUMMER TANAGER: FLC 13 May (TK); 
nearly annual in spring now. 
Scarlet Tanager: arr BWWTP 2 May. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr Clarence ERIE 
18 Apr. 
Indigo Bunting: arr Amherst ERIE 15 Apr 
(GD), recorded nocturnal flight call, record 
early. 
DICKCISSEL (R1): JAS 7-9 Apr (DC; RL, 
JB), at feeder, rare. 
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Bobolink: arr N Harmony CHAU 30 Apr. Baltimore Oriole: arr FLC 25 Apr (DG), 
E. Meadowlark: max 20 Olcott NIAG 27 Mar. slightly early. 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: Tifft Purple Finch: max 30 Wilson NIAG 15 Apr. 
NP 8 Apr (KRy); seen briefly with blackbird Pine Siskin: max 6 Clarence ERIE 26 Apr; few 
flock. reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 300 INWR 9 May. Evening Grosbeak: 1, 1, 7, 1 Whitesville 
Orchard Oriole: arr Buffalo ERIE 1 May. ALLE 10 Mar, 13, 8 Apr, 14 May (KRe); only 


loc. 


REGION 2— GENESEE 


Robert Spahn 
716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn @prodigy.net 


This spring brought water, water everywhere. Water levels were high in nearly 
every substantial body of water in the Region through the season. Residents of 
the south shore of Lake Ontario faced problems from flooded basements to 
damaged homes and significant loss of shoreline land. At times roads were 
closed. Many were sure they were victims of a new Lake Ontario water level 
control plan just put in place at the end of last year by the Joint Commission. 
This was in spite of clear facts related to there being a severe drought last year 
affecting decisions on flows early in the winter and then the heavy rains and 
snow across the upper Midwest and the Northeast over the winter and through 
the spring. Inflow to Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River exceeded any 
possible outflow, especially with Montreal and other cities along the St. 
Lawrence already badly flooded. Local birding impact included little or no 
access to some areas along the Lake Ontario shore, including several of our 
migrant-trap hotspots. Even farther south lakes and ponds in the Finger Lakes 
and in the Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area (NMWMA) were 
high enough to inundate most regular shorebird areas and to displace waterfowl 
from historical gathering sites. 

After a very warm February, March was a variable, cool month with 
several weather events. We were back to winter after a record high of 60° F on 
the 1%, with only two more short warm spells through the rest of the month. A 
major wind event on the 8" brought the second highest gust recorded locally, at 
81 mph, with trees down all over and 200,000 people without power, some for 
more than two weeks. Next, heavy snowfall from 13 to late on 15 March totaled 
26.5" officially at the airport and more elsewhere. Finally, there was a record 
1.22" of rain on the 31°. Temperatures averaged 32.9°, 1.4° below normal, and it 
was only the ninth time the March average was below that for February. 
Precipitation totaled 4.66" 2.12" above normal, with snowfall 33.0", 16.7" above 
normal, making it the eleventh snowiest March. April returned us to warm and 
wet. It was the fifth warmest April on record, with temperatures averaging 51.5°, 
5.2° above normal. Yet there was only one record high tied at 86° on the 27". 
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Precipitation at 4.95", 2.22" above normal, made it the fourth wettest April. 
Much of this was due to major rain events >11] each on 6-7, 20, and 30 April. 
There was only one brief cold snap on 6-7 April that saw all of the month’s 2.5" 
of snow fall. The March-April period was the second wettest on record behind 
only 1991. May brought tough conditions for migration, with stalled storm 
systems dumping heavy precipitation. Temperatures averaged 57.0°, right on 
normal, but precipitation at 5.29" was 2.42" above average. It was the wettest 
spring since 1873. Mid-month saw some favorable migration conditions, with 
southwest winds and a break in the rainfall, but this quickly gave way to two 
more low pressure systems with soaking rains. 

Generally, we saw a few early arrivals in March before the weather events, 
then a lull with long periods of north and east winds and bad weather leaving a 
few migrants to trickle in or to pop through the drier gaps. Early May arrivals 
also tended to be delayed, but a nicer period mid-month allowed migration to 
catch up. For species found, all three months were above their 10-year averages: 
March at 147 (10-year average 139.1), April at 204 (198.6), and May at 248 
(234.5). eBird lines of records were also up a bit for each month at 
approximately 25,910; 45,833; and 69,685, respectively, for a total of 141,428 
for the season. Various birding events, e.g., the Global Big Day in May, tend to 
push up the number of records submitted. 

Moving on to more details, we’ll start with the waterfowl and other 
waterbirds. The season started with some flocks and some rarer waterfowl 
lingering. The high water in Lake Ontario backed up streams emptying into the 
Lake, and Sandy Creek in the Town of Hamlin flooded a field not far off N. 
Hamlin Road just west of the town line. With rain puddles nearby adding to the 
habitat, we had a new waterfowl and shorebird hotspot for the season. Each 
month saw essentially all expected waterfowl species found, plus rarities added. 
In keeping with the trend of recent years, numbers fell off early and quickly and 
departure dates were on the early side. But in the end, people at the “right” 
places and willing to count produced some decent to very good peak counts for 
most species. Among the geese, we started the season off with Andy Guthrie 
finding the Region’s first Pink-footed Goose at the N. Hamlin Rd. site on 1 
March. The word was spread and many were able to see it that day. Continuing, 
we have: Greater White-fronted Geese at three locations in March; Snow Goose 
increasing to 5000+ on N. Hamlin Rd. from 1-3 March and off Broadway Rd, 
Wayne County on 26 March, with a peak of 15,000 near Caledonia on 21 
March; 1-2 Ross’s Geese seen on N. Hamlin Rd. from 1-10 March and near 
Caledonia on 21 March; the usual Brant passing both early and late in the 
month; about 26 Cackling Geese reported through March and none after; and a 
Snow x Canada Goose at North Ponds Park, Webster. The regular swans were 
present as expected, with 300 Tundra Swans on 17 March a good count, though 
the species was not reported into May this year. 

Puddle duck numbers seemed low, but observers visiting the N. Hamlin 
Rd. site and later with a “Patagonia Rest Stop Effect” accompanying rarities 
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from 19-29 April in the mucklands southeast of Savannah on Rt. 31 along the 
Region 2/3 boundary, we had some good peaks, including: 800 American 
Wigeon, 1500 Northern Pintail, and 600 Green-winged Teal in the Region 2 part 
of the mucklands on 20 April, and 161 American Wigeon and 440 Northern 
Pintail on N. Hamlin Rd. Rarities included nine male Eurasian Wigeon at eight 
sites from 1 March to 23 April and male “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal on N. 
Hamlin Rd. on 9 March and the mucklands on 22 April. Among the diving 
ducks, the movement along the south shore of Lake Ontario was especially weak 
in March and little better later. Yet in the end most species had at least one 
respectable count, including: 610 Redhead, 510 Ring-necked Ducks and 590 
Lesser Scaup on Conesus Lake in March; 1200 Long-tailed Ducks off E. 
Manitou Rd. on 9 March and 830 passing Hamlin Beach SP on 16 May; 160 
Bufflehead on Silver Lake, Wyoming County on 19 April; 140 Hooded 
Mergansers on Irondequoit Bay on 19 March; and 980 and 1400 Red-breasted 
Mergansers at Hamlin Beach SP on 26 April and 4 May, respectively. Neither 
regular loon species reached a count of 100 this spring. The only really high 
Red-necked Grebe count was 462 at Hamlin Beach on 3 April, with none of that 
species reported into May. Rare diving ducks were only the male Tufted Duck 
continuing to 19 March and female Harlequin Duck sightings continuing to 11 
April. 

Double-crested Cormorant numbers were high through the season after a 
late arrival on 26 March. An American White Pelican appeared along the Lake 
Ontario shore and ponds from 16-21 March, and likely the same bird was seen 
again on 8 & 10 April. The only early arrival among the herons was an 
American Bittern on 29 March on private property in Monroe County. Typical 
numbers of Great Egret were seen after 2 April, and other herons arrived as 
expected. Two rarities were a Snowy Egret found at the mouth of the Genesee 
River by Kim Hartquist and then seen by others on 27 May, and an adult Little 
Blue heron found in King’s Bend park in the Town of Pittsford by Dave Spier 
and Donna Mason-Spier on 23 May, this seen by several other birders off and on 
through 25 May. Black Vulture was missed in March, but as many as seven 
were seen at five locations in April and one continued to be seen in Letchworth 
SP through much of May. Only one of these was recorded passing the Braddock 
Bay hawkwatch. At the hawkwatch, Turkey Vulture set a new record for the 
season at 28,234, with also a near record 6263 tallied on 4 April. 

At the hawkwatch this year, Bob Baez was the official counter, with many 
of the usual hawk aficionados present most days. The table in the species section 
below captures the summary data. The weather produced some really slow 
periods each month, but monthly totals were good after a slow March. April had 
10 days with > 1000 birds counted. The overall total of 73,469 was well above 
average. Special highlights included: an adult Mississippi Kite seen both at the 
hawkwatch and nearby on 18 May; a record high 1094 Bald Eagles (old high set 
last year 664), with 90 on 22 May and 91 on 29 May just shy of the daily record 
of 94 and 700 just in May this year; and Swainson’s Hawk on 21 & 28 April and 
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14 May. Most other raptors were in fair numbers though well off record highs. 
Northern Goshawk at five total and Red-shouldered Hawk at only 347 remain at 
low levels. Very few of those species were reported from away from the 
hawkwatch either. Sandhill Cranes passing the hawkwatch were not carefully 
totaled, but the tally was > 65, and birds were seen later at several possible local 
breeding areas but with no young reported by season’s end. 

The shorebird picture this spring was complicated by the weather and the 
high waters. Most expected species were found plus some nice rarities, but most 
birds were passing or seen for brief stops by few observers. By season’s end, 23 
Species were reported plus a lone phalarope species. Only Upland Sandpiper and 
Wilson’s Phalarope were missed from among the expected regulars. In March 
we added four new species usually seen in that month to February’s early 
arrivals. Solitary Sandpiper was found at a record early 24 March in Geneseo by 
Andrew Consler. April brought eight new arrivals highlighted by the Region’s 
second Black-necked Stilt in the NUWMA (Savannah mucklands), found by 
Gregg Dashnau on 19 April and seen and photographed by many through 29 
April. This bird brought many birders to the mucklands along Rt. 31 from Rt. 89 
to the Seneca River. Much of the area provided great habitat for waterfowl and 
shorebirds, but most of it lies in Region 3, with Region 2 in Wayne County the 
area to the north from close to the road at Rt. 89 to the west to '4 mile or so 
north near the river at the east end. So our records were hit and miss when the 
“good birds” strayed north on occasion. Black-bellied Plover was a fairly early 
arrival in Riga Center on 19 April. Willet was recorded record early on 12-14 
April on Martin Rd., Town of Hamlin by Andy Guthrie and seen by many 
others. A Sanderling on the Summerville Pier at the mouth of the Genesee River 
on 28 April was a very early spring date for the species. In May we added ten 
more new shorebird species, with the highlight the Region’s fourth spring record 
for Piping Plover, found by Robert Buckert and Nicholas Kachala on 20 May 
along N. Hamlin Rd. and seen by a few others. In addition we had: the 
continuing Black-necked Stilt seen in the Carncross Road area of the NMWMA, 
Willet found at three more locations, 14 Whimbrels spotted passing Hamlin 
Beach SP by Andy Guthrie on 25 May (historically typical date), Ruddy 
Turnstone record early at Sodus Point on 3 May, Red Knot on 25 & 27 May, 
Sanderlings passing Sodus Point on 23 May and Hamlin Beach on 29 May, 
White-rumped Sandpiper arrival on 15 May along with Semipalmated Sandpiper 
at the DEC Pond near Avon, and a Long-billed Dowitcher at Martin Rd. on 5 
May. In total a good spring showing. 

Overall, the gull and tern showing this spring was relatively poor; 
generally relatively low numbers at the usual points of concentrations and few 
really special occurrences. But there were bright spots and highlights, including; 
1-2 Little Gulls into our Region in the NMWMA (Savannah mucklands) on 22 
& 26 April and single adults of Irondequoit Bay Outlet on 7 April and the Town 
of Greece on16 April; Laughing Gull found by Mike Gullo at the West Spit of 
Braddock Bay on 9 May; and Franklin’s Gull seen by Andy Guthrie at Hamlin 
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Beach SP on 22 May plus two of the last valid Thayer’s Gull reports as species 
on 6 & 8 May. Also more on the typical end, we had Iceland Gull to 27 May, 
Glaucous Gull to 20 May, and over 120 Lesser Black-backed Gull reports for 
the season. The usual Caspian, Black, Common, and Forster’s Terns were 
reported. Peak Caspian Tern numbers were on the order of 200 at several 
locations along the south shore of Lake Ontario in May. Nearly all Black Tern 
reports were from the NMWMA complex, with a peak count of 25 in the Van 
Dyne Spoor marshes on 7 May. A lone bird was seen passing Braddock Bay on 
29 May. 

Moving along to the non-passerine landbirds, we start with only one report 
of two Eurasian Collared-Doves at the usual Greenwell Farm site. Where do 
they spend most of their time, and why has the population not grown here? This 
was a good year for cuckoos in many locations. In the owls, we had only two 
Snowy Owls, with one at Sodus Point on 7 March and one at the Genesee 
County airport near Batavia last seen on 26 March. The regular DEC Short- 
eared Owl counts out of the Avon office were plagued by bad weather on the 
count days, but birders checking the same areas turned up decent numbers, with 
the maximum 12+ in the Nations Road IBA area. Long-eared Owls are rarely 
reported in the Region away from the spring migration roost site along Manitou 
Beach Road, so sightings in the towns of Walworth in Wayne County and 
Brighton in Monroe County in March were noteworthy. As usual, Jim Adams 
produced a nice summary of the Owl Roost Survey conducted through 
BBRR/BBBO, complete with dates, graphs, maps of roosting locations, and 
comparisons with history. The seriously interested reader would do well to seek 
copies of the report from Jim or from either organization. In summary, it was a 
good year for N. Saw-whet Owl (40 birds) and average for Long-eared Owl (28 
birds). Both peaked in the first half of April. N. Saw-whet Owl persisted to a late 
departure date of 6 May, and Long-eared to 13 May. The nightjars were typical 
of recent years, with only a few E. Whip-poor-wills after a 10 April arrival, and 
Common Nighthawk first seen on 11 May, with the maximum 107 on 27 May 
along the Town of Greece lakeshore ponds. 

A candidate for bird of the season was an adult male Rufous Hummingbird 
identified by the homeowner, Steve Calloway, at his feeder in the hills south of 
Rochester above Hemlock Lake on 23 April. He called up a birder neighbor and 
the word was passed around carefully due to location and the family to be away 
for several days. It was seen through 26 April and well photographed. It is the 
fourth Regional record and a first for spring. The date is early for any 
hummingbirds here; no Ruby-throated were reported until 1 May. 

As usual, woodpeckers provided little news of note. The first Red-headed 
Woodpecker of the spring appeared a bit late on 28 April. Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker continued from winter at a few sites then jumped in numbers in April. 
Wrapping up this grouping, the falcons were at the high end of recent normal, 
illustrated by about 60 Merlin and 26 Peregrine Falcons as good totals for April. 
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As usual, the final passerine family is hard to summarize. As in the past 
few years, essentially all expected species were reported; only Kentucky 
Warbler, an irregular rarity was missed. As expected, March was slow, with no 
rarities other than a flock of Bohemian Waxwings for a couple of days near 
Pultneyville, Wayne County found by Joe Wing on 18 March. A Purple Martin 
seen at the Braddock Bay hawkwatch on 8 March by Pat Martin was record 
early. Other relatively early arrivals were Eastern Phoebe on 13 March, Barn 
Swallow on 16 March, Ruby-crowned Kinglet on 28 March, Eastern Towhee on 
16 March, Chipping Sparrow on 10 March, Field Sparrow on 26 March, and 
Vesper Sparrow on 27 March. Obviously, a couple of the sparrows are in the 
fuzzy realm of judgment calls of arrivals vs. overwintering birds. 

BBBO banding began mid-month in April and was slow, with 2/3 of 
April’s bands going to Black-capped Chickadee and the kinglets. Ten species 
were first seen at dates record early by the old (1985) Monroe County Checklist 
arrival distributions, but all but Cerulean Warbler on 1 May and Yellow Warbler 
on 16 April have been reported one or more times at earlier dates in the 
intervening years. Generally, counts reported were low, as expected with the 
weather. Yet observers going to the right places on the right dates and taking the 
time to count amassed some really good tallies, including: 3650 Blue Jays at the 
West Spit of Braddock Bay on 28 April by Dave Tetlow, 1260 Tree Swallows at 
the hawk banding blind off Manitou Beach Road on 27 April by Dave Tetlow, 
410 Yellow-rumped Warblers at the West Spit on 28 April by Andy Guthrie, 
1500 Brown-headed Cowbirds at Hamlin Beach SP on 10 April by Tim Lenz, 
2160 Rusty Blackbirds at the West Spit on 10 April by Dave Tetlow, and 704 
Purple Finches and the hawk blind on 27 April by Dave Tetlow. These and 
similar type numbers from the BBBO banding data are included in the species 
section as illustrations of numbers of birds passing if we take the time and use 
appropriate methods to find and tally them. 

In May, the ugly weather in the first ten days delayed a few of the species 
normally arriving then, but by mid-month all was back on track. Birders 
remarked at times of large numbers of individuals of some species appearing to 
arrive all at once and to be seen over only a short date window. The BBBO 
banding total for the season was about 5% above the recent 6-year average, but 
the variance in that number and in the numbers going into the year-to-year 
averages for most individual species are so high that most apparent changes are 
not statistically significant. There were significantly high totals for “Traill’s” 
Flycatcher, Blue Jay, Black-capped Chickadee, and Ruby-crowned Kinglet. It 
was interesting to note that Black-capped Chickadee was on an up year in its 
alternate year see-saw pattern. But then in looking at that, I noticed that Winter 
Wren also has an alternate year see-saw pattern but opposite to the chickadees 
and with the numbers and change not so large. Several species were banded in 
their lowest numbers for the past six years, though not statistically significantly 
below their averages. An interesting observation is that Song, Lincoln’s, and 
Swamp Sparrows were all at their lowest. Rarer May passerines included: 
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White-eyed Vireo, Worm-eating Warbler, “Lawrence’s” Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, and Clay-colored 
Sparrow. Among the “winter” finches were only a few Common Redpolls, Pine 
Siskins, and scattered reports of 1-2 Evening Grosbeaks in April and May. 
Finally, there was a report and photos of a mega-sized American Goldfinch at 
the home of Bill and Mari Howe in the Town of Richmond, Ontario County on 
11 March; similar to the giant White-throated Sparrow of last spring. 

In summary, highlight species of the spring include: the Region’s first 
Pink-footed Goose, many Eurasian Wigeon, “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal, 
Tufted Duck, American White Pelican, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, 
Mississippi Kite, Swainson's Hawk, the Region’s second Black-necked Stilt, 
Piping Plover, Willet, Laughing Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Thayer’s Gull, Eurasian 
Collared-Dove, the Region’s fourth and first spring Rufous Hummingbird, 
White-eyed Vireo, “Lawrence’s” Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, and Yellow- 
throated Warbler. The total number of species reported for the season was 266 
plus phalarope species, one subspecies, and four hybrids. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Dennis Anderson, C. Arnold, Bob Baez (hawk counter), 
BBBO (Betsy Brooks, et al.), John Ballou, John Banks, Ted Barnett, Jessie 
Barry, Jim Barry, Liz Barry, Mitchell Barry, Sue Barth, John Barton, Bob Beal, 
Doug Beattie, Don Bemont, Steven Benedict, Linda Clark-Benedict, Mike 
Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, Shawn Billerman, Adam Bleau, 
John Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Keith Bonnlander, Marty Borko, Lynn Braband, 
Kenneth Bradstreet, Joe Brin, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, 
Michael Burdick, Lily Calderan, Bruce Cady, Steve Calloway, Doug Cameron, 
Josh Cantor, Megan Cardon, Brad Carlson, Denis Caysinger, Gary Chapin, 
Charles Chu, Robert Cicotta, Tiffany Clay, Kelly Close (KC), Richard Cohen, 
Andrew Consler, Kris Constable, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Willie 
D’Anna, Susan Danskin. Gregg Dashnau, Ian Davies, Kim Denise, Michael 
DeWispelaere, Bob Dobson, Steve Donohue, Robin Dowden, Joe Fell, Wayne 
Fidler, Daena Ford, George Ford, Kyle Gage, Andy Garland, Janis George, 
Michelle Gianvecchio, Suzanne Giffin, Shannon Gordinier, Sheryl Gracewsk1, 
Jay Greenberg, Kevin Griffith, Bill Gruenbaum, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, 
Michael Gullo, Judy Gurley, Andrew Guthrie, Richard Guthrie, Anita Gwara, 
Aron Gyllenhaal, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Robert Haggett, Sandy Hague, Barbara & 
Larry Hall, Ryan Hall, Helen & Chris Haller, David & Vanna Harding, Meena 
Haribal, Kim Hartquist, Jim & Allison Healy, Christina Hoh, Jennalee 
Holzschuh, Dick Horsey, Bill & Mari Howe, Alec Humann, Carolyn Jacobs, 
Nichlas Kachala, Logan Kahle, Amy Kahn, Laura Kammermeier, Ryan Kayhart, 
Tom Kerr, Jim Kersting, Jim Kimball, Kathy Kirsch, Max Kirsch, Tom 
Klotzbach, J. Gary Kohlenberg, Elijah Kruger, Chris Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, 
Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz (TL), Joan & Vern Lindberg, Tim 
Logan, Peggy Mabb, Roberta MacLean, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Cindy 
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Marino, Pat Martin, Lauri Mattle (LM), Ken McCarthy, Jacob McCartney, 
Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Jill McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, 
Chita McKinney, Jere McQueen, Matt Medler, Jim Miles, Adrielle Mitchell, 
Ann Mitchell, Mike Morgante, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, Jim 
Mott, Linda Mott, Thomas Mudd, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Susie 
Nettleton, Dave Nicosia, Dave Nutter, David Odell, Sue O’Neill, Rivka Noll, 
Bill Ostrander, Joe Ovsiovitch, Lynn Parsons, Andrea Patterson, Norma Platt, 
Jon Podoliak, Betsy Potter, Jay Powell, Mike Powers, David Prill, Bill Purcell, 
Carolyn Ragan, RBA Field Trips, Phil Ribolow, Thomas Riley, Dave 
Robertson, Sue Robertson, Michelle Rosenbaum, Ken Rosenberg, Don Ross, 
Wade & Melissa Rowley, Kevin Rybczynski, Jennifer Rycenga, Livia Santana, 
Michael Scheibel, Karl Schmidt, Diane Scott, Luke Seitz, Shirley Shaw, 
Dominic Sherony (DSh), Judy Slein, Tom Smith, John Spiegel, Robert & Susan 
Spahn, Dave Spier, Donna Mason-Spier, Chris Stanger, Rick Stevens (RSt), 
Joseph Stevenson, Allan Strong, Daniel Strong, Joel Strong, Kim Sucy (KS), 
June Summers, Holly Sweeny, Elaine Taft, Steve Taylor, Joyce Testa, David 
Tetlow, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Mary Jane Thomas, Eduard Trouerbach, Brian 
Tuttle, Martha Van Bork, John & Bonnie VanDerMeid, Alison Van Keuren, 
Alexis Vanwinkle, Tom & Jeanne Verhulst, Matthew Voelker, Brad Walker, 
Mike Wasilco, Ann Watson, Bridget Watts, Kinsley Whittum, Rachel Wilson, 
Joe Wing (JW), Chris Wood, Jim Wood, Dack Zavis. [In addition there were 
over 300 other casual eBird observers. | 


ABBREVIATIONS 


b — indicate banded this season, usually at BBBO’s Kaiser-Manitou passerine 
banding station; BANC — Buroughs Audubon Nature Club Preserve, T Pittsford, 
MONR; BB -— Braddock Bay, MONR; BB-HW — Braddock Bay Hawkwatch; 
BB-WS — West Spit of Braddock Bay; BBBO -— Braddock Bay Bird 
Observatory; CIWMA — Conesus Inlet WMA, LIVI; ConL — Conesus L, LIVI; 
DEP — Durand-Eastman P, Rochester; ED — off Edgemere Dr., T Greece 
MONR; G — T Greece, MONR; H — T Hamlin, MONR; HANA — High Acres 
Nature Area, T Perinton, MONR; HB — Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; ICW - 
Island Cottage Woods, T Greece, MONR; IBO — Irondequoit Bay Outlet to Lake 
Ontario; IB-S — Irondequoit Bay south, LaSalle Landing P and nearby; LSP — 
Letchworth SP; M — Manitou Beach area, MONR; MP - Mendon Ponds P, 
MONR; NHamRd — N. Hamlin Road, T Hamlin, MONR; NMWMA -— Northern 
Montezuma Wildlife Management Area, T of Savannah, WAYN; NMWMA 
(AR) — north side of Armitage Rd., NMWMA (CR) — along Carncross Road east 
of Savannah-Spring Lake Rd., NMWMA (MT) — Marten Tract off Savannah 
Spring Lake Rd; NMWMA (MRdM) — Morgan Rd. marshes near DEC field 
office, NMWMA (Sav muck) — mucklands north of Rt. 31 from Rt. 89 to Seneca 
River WAYN; NMWMA (VDS) — area along Van Dyne Spoor, T Savannah, 
WAYN; NMWMA (SCU) — Sandhill Crane Unit, T Savannah, WAYN; OB — 
Ontario Beach P, Charlotte MONR; OCP — Oatka Creek P, MONR; PtB — Point 
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Breeze, Orleans County at border with Region 1; SB — Sodus Bay, WAYN; SC 
— Salmon Creek , T Greece, MONR; SPt — Sodus Pt, WAYN; TCEA — Twin 
Cedars Environmental Area, T Avon, LIVI; W — T of Webster, MONR. 


BRADDOCK BAY HAWKWATCH TOTALS 


Species Arrival Max 
Black Vulture 28 Apr ] 
Turkey Vulture 1 Mar 6263 
Mississippi Kite 18 May 1 
Osprey 27 Mar 16 
Bald Eagle 1 Mar 91 
N. Harrier 1 Mar 53 
Sharp-sh. Hawk 21 Mar 383 
Cooper’s Hawk 7 Mar 43 
N. Goshawk 8 Apr 1 
Red-shld Hawk 7 Mar 151 
Swainson’s Hawk 21 Apr ii 
Broad-wngd Hawk 10 Apr 9433 
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Mar 207 
Rough-legd Hawk 20 Mar 20 
GoldenEagle 27 Mar 6 
Am. Kestrel 9 Mar 47 
Merlin 8 Mar 4 
Peregrine Falcon 21 Mar 3 


Total including unidentified raptors: 


WATERFOWL —- VULTURES 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: 1 imm NHamRd 1 
Mar (AGu, mob, ph), 1° Reg record. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 2 HB 5 Mar 
(JW, ph); Bergen 10 Mar (BriM); North Ponds 
P, Webster 21 Mar (JW, ph, JiM). 

Snow Goose: 5000+ NHamRd 1-3 Mar (mob); 
max 15000 T Caledonia LIVI 21 Mar (MW); 
5000 Broadway Rd WAYN 26 Mar (DR); last 
NMWMA (Carncross Rd) 17 May (JCa). 
Ross’s Goose: 1-2 NHamRd 1-10 Mar (12+ 
obs); s of Caledonia LIVI 21 Mar (MW). 
Brant: arr 10-13 H sev loc 6 May; max 35 HB 
25 May (AGu). 

Cackling Goose: total approx 26 at 12 loc all 
Mar; max 5 two loc H 3, 13 Mar (AGu). 
Canada Goose: max 6000 North Ponds P, W 
21 Mar, low max. 

Snow x Canada Goose: | North Ponds P, W 21 
Mar (JiM). 

Mute Swan: max 90 Buck Pnd T Greece 20 
May (RCo); 68 Buck Pnd T Greece 25 Mar. 
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Max Date Total 
28 Apr 1 
4 Apr 28324 
18 May 1 
17 May 137 
29 May 1094 
19 Apr 519 
27 Apr 2440 
10 Apr 396 
5 dates 5 
27 Mar 347 
21,28 Apr, 14 May 3 
21 Apr 37740 
4, 10 Apr 2009 
4 Apr 80 
28 Apr 19 
10 Apr 290 
26 Mar, 2,27 Apr 31 
18 May 24 
73,469 


Trumpeter Swan: max 18 NMWMA (CR) 27 
May. 

Tundra Swan: max 300 NUWMA (MRdM) 
17 Mar (MH); last Genesee Valley Greenway 
T Avon 23 Apr. 

Gadwall: max 300 NMWMA (VDS) 2 Apr 
(JMcG, LS). 

Eurasian Wigeon: 1m NHamRd 1-28 Mar 
(15+ obs); 1m Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye LIVI 
1-5 Mar (7 obs); 1m BB 6 Mar (DH, KS); 2m 
Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye LIVI 20 Mar (BH); 
1m North Ponds P, Webster 21-24 Mar (9 obs); 
Im CIWMA 22 Mar (KC); Im Rts. 5 & 20 
near Avon 7 Apr (JK); last lm NMWMA 
(Savmuck) 22-23 Apr (LK, GL, EG, RB). 
Am. Wigeon: max 800 NMWMA (Sav muck) 
20 Apr (JMcG, LS, TL), good count. 

Am. Black Duck: max 20 NMWMA (Sav 
muck) 20 Apr (JMcG, LS, TL), very low max. 
Mallard: max 750 ConL 6 Mar. 

Blue-winged Teal: arr NHamRd 9 Mar; last 
NHamRd 29 May. 


207 


N. Shoveler: max 150 NUWMaA (Sav muck) 
20 Apr (JMcG, LS, TL), good count; last 
NMWMA (CR) 28 May. 

N. Pintail: max 1500 NMWMA (Sav muck) 
20 Apr (JMcG, LS, TL); 750 NMWMA (Sav 
muck) 23 Apr (EG, GL); 440 NHamRd 1 Mar 
(mob); good counts; last NMWMA (VDS) 18 
May. 

Green-winged Teal: max 600 NMWMA (Sav 
muck) 20 Apr (JMcG, LS, TL); last 1-3 
NHamRd 29 May. 

GREEN-WINGED “EURASIAN” TEAL: 
Im NHamRd 9 Mar (AGu, PMar, JiM), 1m 
NMWMA (Sav muck) 22 Apr (W&MR), rare. 
Canvasback: max 77 BB 25 Mar; last BB 7 
May. 

Redhead: max 610 ConL 26 Mar. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 510 ConL 18 Mar 
(EG, GL); 450 BurgerP T Greece 1 Apr 
(BriM); last 6 BB 7 May. 

TUFTED DUCK: | m Sandy Bottom P, 
Honeoye LIVI 1, 19 Mar (JBart, BPu, BriM), 
continuing 5” Reg record. 

Greater Scaup: max 250 IBO 19 Mar, low 
max; last BB 13 May. 

Lesser Scaup: max 590 ConL 26 Mar (EG, 
GL); last Beechwoods SP WAYN 31 May. 
Harlequin Duck: | f IBO 3-5, 27 Mar (7 obs); 
1 f off Manitou Beach, Greece 7-11 Apr (MG, 
PMar), from win. 

Surf Scoter: last 2off T Greece 5 May, early 
departure. 

White-winged Scoter: max 40 PtB 12 Mar, 
very low max; last 2 HB 20 May. 

Black Scoter: last 2 HB 20 May. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 1200 off E. Manitou 
Rd end T Greece 9 Mar (KG); 830 HB 16 
May (AGu, BriM). 

Bufflehead: max 160 Silver L WYOM 19 Apr 
(RSt); last CIWMA 16 May. 

Com. Goldeneye: last 2 HB 20 May. 

Hooded Merganser: max 140 IB 19 Mar, 
good count. 

Red-breasted Merganser: 980 HB 26 Apr; 
max 1400 HB 4 May (AGu); good counts. 
Red-throated Loon: max 18 HB 20 May, low, 
late max; last HB 27 May (AGu). 

Com. Loon: max 62 HB 16 Apr, low max; last 
3 HB 29 May. 

Horned Grebe: max 45 HB 10 Apr, low max; 
last HB 27 May. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 462 HB 3 Apr 
(AGu), ok max; last ED 29 Apr. 
Double-crested Cormorant: arr 3 H 26 Mar; 
509 IB 10 Apr; max 570 SPt 11 May. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R2): arr Buck Pnd 
T Greece 16-17 Apr (mob); BB 16, 21 Apr 
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(mob); IB 20-21 Apr (mob); BB 8 May (BWa); 
Sandy Creek boat launch T Hamlin 10 May 
(AGu),; all likely same bird. 

Am. Bittern: arr priv wetland MONR 29 Mar 
(LB). 

Least Bittern: arr Church Trail T Greece 28 
Apr (NK, sev), early. 

Great Egret: arr Erie Canal PWAYN 2 Apr; 
last NHamRd 29 May. 

SNOWY EGRET (R2): Genesee R mouth 27 
May (KH, AGu, PMar, JiM, JW). 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (R2): 1 ad Kings 
Bend P T Pittsford 23-25 May (DM-S, DS, 
mob). 

Green Heron: arr T Victor 15 Apr. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr HANA 9 
Apr (MG). 

Black Vulture: 2, 3 LSP 1,26 Mar (EK); N 
LPS LIVI 8 Mar (JSt, ph); 2 Broadway Rd T 
Wolcott WAYN 4 Apr (W&MR); 2 
Beechwoods SP WAYN 4 Apr (MG); BB-HW 
28 Apr (PR, et al.); DEP 28 Apr (MT, GF); 
LSP 28, 30 Apr (TLo); LSPin 3 loc 16, 27 May 
(DBea, MG). 

Turkey Vulture: max 6263 BB-HW 4 Apr, 
near record high; 800 W 4 Apr (JiM); 800 
Broadway Rd T Wolcott WAYN 4 Apr 
(W&MR), 1332 BB-HW 17 May, high for so 
late. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: arr 2 HB & 1 NMWMA (VDS) 26 
Mar. 
MISSISSIPPI KITE: | ad BB-H & nearby 18 
May (BBa, MT, GF) 
Bald Eagle: total 77 BB Mar; 286 BB + approx 
140+ other many loc Apr; 74 BB-H 28 Apr, 
month max; 700 BB + approx 126 other many 
loc May; 90 BB-H 22 May; 91 BB-HW 29 
May; 1094 for the season passing BB-H, 
record high. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 598 BB-WS 16 
Apr (DT). 
N. Goshawk: 5 singles BB-H 8 Apr — 14 May; 
Wolcott WAYN 5 Mar (W&MR); approx 9 
rep 7 loc away from BB Apr (12 obs). 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr 190 BB-H 10 Apr 
(BBa, et al.); arr 24 at 5 other loc 10 Apr 
(sev); 6991 BB-HW 28 Apr; 7851 BB-HW 17 
May. 
SWAINSON’S HAWK: | BB-H 21, 28 Apr, 
no details; 1 BB-HW 14 May (BBa, ef al.). 
Rough-legged Hawk: last BB-H 22 May. 
Golden Eagle: arr Broadway Rd T Wolcott 
WAYN 8 Mar (W&MR); approx 14 rep away 
from BB 2-29 Apr; 2 BB-HW 2 May, last at 
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hawkwatch; last T Caledonia LIVI 18 May 
(MW). 

Sandhill Crane: approx 11 BB-HW 7-29 Mar; 
approx 34 BB-HW 2-26 Apr; 12+ ind 8+ other 
loc Apr; 20 near BB May; 12 near possible 
breeding loc May; no pr w yng reported by 
season’s end. 

BLACK-NECKED STLIT: 1 NMWMA (Sav 
muck) 19-29 Apr (GD, mob, ph), 2"? Reg 
record; NUWMA (CR) 18 May (KG, retired 
teachers group). 

Black-bellied Plover: arr Riga Center Rd T 
Chili MONR 19 Apr (BriM), early; last 
NHamRd 28 May. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr OB 6 May; max 45 
NHamRd 20 May. 

PIPING PLOVER: NHamRd 20-21 (RB, NK, 
sev, ph), 4th Reg spring record. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr Groveland Pnd LIVI 
12 Apr (KC); max 12 SPt 5 May, good count 
now. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr Geneseo 24 Mar 
(AC), Reg RE; last Ellison P T Penfield 23 
May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr 4 NUWMA (VDS) 
& 3 NMWMA (Sav) 30 Mar; max 60 
NMWMA (2 sites) 4 May (GD); last T Riga 
MONR 30 May. 

Willet: arr Martin Rd, H 12-14 Apr (AGu, 16 
other obs), Reg RE; IBO 5 May (JiM, MG, 
JW); SPt 5 May (MG); NMWMA (SCU) 15 
May (DS). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 2 NUWMA (VDS) & 
NMWMA (Sav) 30 Mar; max 200 NUWMA 
(CR) 4 May (GD). 

Upland Sandpiper: no reports. 


Whimbrel: 14 HB 25 May (AGu), only report. 


Ruddy Turnstone: arr SPt 3 May (JW), Reg 
RE. 

Red Knot: arr SPt 25 May (MG); last 
NHamRd 27 May (AGu). 

Sanderling: arr 1 juv Summerville Pier 28 Apr 
(RSp), early; SPt 23 May (MG); HB 29 May 
(DT); sometime missed in spring. 

Dunlin: arr Riga Center Rd T Chili MONR 20 
Apr (BriM); max 60 NMWMA (CR) 20 May. 
Least Sandpiper: arr 4 TCEA 28 Apr; max 
1250 NMWMA (CR) 21 May (KMcGo, 
JMcG). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr TCEA 15 May 
(MW). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr NMWMA (CR) 18 
Apr; last SPt 23 May. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr TCEA 15 May; 
max 108 HB 29 May (DT). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr H 6 May; last 2 
NHamRd 25 May. 
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Long-billed Dowitcher: Martin Rd, H 5 May 
(AGu, PMar), rare in spring. 

Wilson’s Snipe: arr Honeoye 4 Mar (BH) 
Wilson’s Phalarope: no reports. 

phalarope sp: NUWMA (CR) 27 May (GD). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: arr 8 Sandy Bottom P 
Honeoye | Mar; max 145 SPt 28 Apr, low 
max. 

Little Gull: arr 1 ad IBO 7 Apr (MG); 1 ad 
ED 16 Apr (JeB,CW); 1-2 NMWMA (Sav 
muck) 22, 26 Apr (sev). 

LAUGHING GULL (R2): BB-WS 9 May 
(MG). 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: HB 22 May (AGu). 
Herring Gull: max 1000 Genesee R mouth 
piers 27 May, high count. 

THAYER’S GULL: 1 1“ cycl NHamRd 6 
May (MG); 1“ cycl HB 8 May (AGu); prob 
last rep as full species. 

Iceland Gull: 10 ind 6 loc Mar; 15 ind 7 loc 9- 
25 Apr; 13 ind 7 loc 6-27 May. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 30+ ind 6 loc Mar; 
46+ ind 9+ loc Apr; max 11 T Riga MONR 
(B&BM), 46+ ind many loc 5-29 May. 
Glaucous Gull: 4 ind 4 loc Mar; 5 ind 5 loc 16- 
20 Apr; 8 ind 6 loc 5-20 May. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 52 IBO 19 
Mar. 

Herring x Great Black-backed Gull: H 6 May 
(AGu). 

Caspian Tern: arr 2 ED 2 Apr EG, GL); 123 
SPt 28 Apr; 128 Summerville Pier 28 Apr; max 
200 IBO 7 May; 197 HB 10 May; 175 SPt 11 
May. 

Black Tern: arr 3 NUWMA (SCU) 12 May; 
max 25 NMWMA (VDS) 17 May, good count 
Com. Tern: arr 2 ED 2 Apr (EG, GL). 
Forster’s Tern: arr 2 BB 11 Apr (MG, TM), 
early; 8 rep, 1-3 ind sev loc 19-25 May. 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 2 
Greenwell farm, H 16 May (RSp), only rep. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr T Bristol ONTA 2 
May (KK). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr MP 11 May; max 6 
OCP 24 May (JAd), good count. 

Snowy Owl: SPt 7 Mar (MG. ph); last Genesee 
County Airport 26 Mar (MT). 

Long-eared Owl: West Walworth WAYN 19 
Mar (MG), T Brighton 21- Mar (MT, sev, ph); 
total roost count 28 M (Owl Woods) 25 Feb-13 
May, intro. 

Short-eared Owl: max 12+ Nations Rd IBA 
Apr; DEC SEOW Survey data summarized by 
C. Hoh, intro; last BB 19 Apr. 
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N. Saw-whet Owl: max 6 M (Owl Woods) 28 
Mar; total roost count 40 M (Owl Woods) 9 
Feb — 6 May, intro. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Lucien Morin P T 
Penfield 11 May; max 107 ED 27 May (RB), 
decent count. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr M (hawk blind) 10 Apr 
(DT); last M (Owl Woods) 17 May (JiM, KS). 
Chimney Swift: arr North Rush 16 Apr (NK), 
early; arr ED 16 Apr (JeB, CW), early; max 
40+York Central School LIVI 27 Apr. 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: | adm 
Marrowback Rd LIVI 23-26 Apr (SC, SDo, 
sev, ph), 4" Reg, 1° spring, intro. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr sev loc 1 
May, early; total b 37 M 14-28 May (BBBO). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: arr HB 28 Apr, late 
for arr; max 6 HB 23 May, still the best site 
locally. 

Am. Kestrel: max Broadway Rd T Wolcott 
WAYN 27 Mar (W& MR). 

Merlin: 21 ind 16 loc Mar; total 14 BB-HW 1- 
27 Apr; total 46 other loc Apr; total 9 BB-HW 
1-18 May; 13 ind 11 other loc 1-18 May, no 
reports of nesting in Reg by season’s end. 
Peregrine Falcon: 15 ind 8 loc 1-27 Mar; 
total 10 BB-HW 5-30 Apr; 16 ind other loc 
Apr; total 9 BB-HW 2-27 May; 10 ind 9 other 
loc 1-26 May; nesting in downtown Rochester, 
typical, see posts rfalconcam website. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Church Trail, G 
18 May (GF); T Gates 19 May (BriM); M (Owl 
Woods) 22 May (R&SS); last Honeoye Crk 
WMA 23 May (BH); last BB-WS 23 May 
(AK). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr BB 18 May; 
total b 35 M 19-30 May. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr NMWMA (CR) 19 
May. 

“Traill’s” Flycatcher: arr 4b M 17 May; max 
b 35 M 30 May; total b 192 M 17 May thru, 
very high number. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr HHSpencer SRA-S & 
Honeoye Crk WMA 17 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr Lucien Morin P T 
Penfield 11 May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr West Port Bay WAYN 
6 May; total b 52 12-30 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr Powder Mill P 13 Mar (PMar), 
early. 

N. Shrike: 6 ind 6 loc 1-27 Mar; last BB & 
NMWMA (CR) 2 Apr. 

White-eyed Vireo: Cook & Redman Rds, H 7 
May (EG, GL); HB 13 May (AGu); rare. 
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Yellow-throated Vireo: arr BANC 28 Apr 
(A&DS), early. 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr LSP 13 Apr (KSc), 
early. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr sev loc 16 May. 
Red-eyed Vireo: arr LSP 29 Apr; total b 32 M 
17—31 May, low. 

Blue Jay: 1000 BB-WS 27 Apr; 3650 BB-WS 
28 Apr (DT); 2250 BB-WS 14 May (AGu); 
max 4500 BB-WS 17 May (BCar); numbers 
illustrate movements; total b 154 M 1-27 May, 
record high b. 

Am. Crow: no large counts this spring. 

Fish Crow: max 24 Dewey Ave/Dobson Rd, 
G mid Mar (BD); 11 HB 27 Apr (AGu), high 
for loc. 

Com. Raven: nesting T Pittsford 17- Mar 
(STa); nesting? Webster P 20- May(R&SS); 
new locs. 

Purple Martin: arr BB-HW 8 Mar (PMar, 
MT), Reg record early; MAC 30 Mar (CL); 
max 60 Hemlock L 4 May. 

Tree Swallow: arr 2 NUWMA (MRdM) 23 
Mar; max 1260 M (hawk blind) 27 Apr (DT). 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr IB-S 3 Apr; 
max 35 HANA 8 May, low max. 

Bank Swallow: arr CIWMA 9 Apr; max 150 
HB 24 May, low max. 

Cliff Swallow: arr ED 16 Apr; max 20 
Hemlock L P 22 May. 

Barn Swallow: arr BB-HW 26 Mar, early; max 
300 BB 7 May. 

Black-capped Chickadee: 235 BB-WS 10 Apr 
(DT); 284 BB-WS 11 Apr (DT); max b 59 M 
17 May; total b 588 M 14 Apr — 30 May, 
illustrates an “up” year in alternate year pattern. 
Brown Creeper: total b 20 M (BBBO) 14-28 
Apr-3 May. 

Winter Wren: total b 7 M (BBB) 15 Apr-19 
May, 1/3 of last year, intro. 

Marsh Wren: arr IB-S 3 Apr, early. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: BB-WS 10 Apr, 
early. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 32 MP 8 Apr; 
max b 24 M (BBBO) 14, 15 Apr; total b 67 14 
Apr—16 May. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Bristol Hills 
ONTA 28 Mar (KK), early; max b 65 M 
(BBBO) 15 Apr; total b 645 M (BBBO) 14 
Apr-19 May, record high spring b; 48 U. of 
Roch 6 May (EG, GL); last M (Owl Woods) 26 
May (PMar). 

Veery: arr 3 Springwater LIVI 29 Apr. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Cobbs Hill P 12 
May; total b 5 M (BBBO) 22-30 May, very 
low. 
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Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: total b 5 M 
(BBBO) 23-30 May, low. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr Nunda LIVI 10 May; 
max b 11 M (BBBO) 22 May, low; total b 67 M 
(BBBO) 14-31 May; max 22 Cobbs Hill P 22 
May (EG). 

Hermit Thrush: total b 25 M (BBBO) 15 Apr 
— 14 May. 

Wood Thrush: arr 1 T Gates & 2 T Pavilion 28 
Apr. 

Am. Robin: 500 Broadway Rd T Wolcott 
WAYN 26 Mar; 380 Greece 4 Apr; only 5 oth 
rep Mar and 6 oth rep Apr over 100. 

Gray Catbird: 6 rep 3 loc 5-23 Mar, likely 
overwintered; arr 1b M (BBBO) 14 Apr; total b 
201 M (BBBO) 14 Apr-31 May; max b 45 M 
(BBBO) 18 May; max 34 HB — WE 24 May. 
Am. Pipit: 50 BB-HW 26 Mar; max 80 
NHamRd 9 Mar; last NHamRd 27 May. 
Bohemian Waxwing: 20-22 Pultneyville 
WAYN 18-19 Mar (JW); 1 ph there 19 Mar 
(MG). 

Cedar Waxwing: max 1421 HB 30 May 
(AGu), 20 % of 2016 max. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max 41 H 26 Mar; last 20 
NMWMA (Sav muck) 20 May (Lok), good 
count for date. 

Snow Bunting: max 250 NHamRd 18 Mar 
(JiM, LM); last BB 2 Apr. 

Ovenbird: arr T Bristol ONTA 27 Apr (KK), 
early. 

Worm-eating Warbler: Cobbs Hill P 19-20 
May (JiM, CW), rare, audio. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Abraham Lincoln 
P T MONR 20 Apr (JiM, LM, MG, PMar), ph 
and audio, unusual loc. 

N. Waterthrush: arr LSP 13 Apr (KSc), early; 
max 6b M (BBBO) 27 Apr; total b 27 M 
(BBBO) 27 Apr-28 May. 

Golden-winged Warbler: arr NMWMA (AR) 
7 May (Lok); Holy Sepulchre Cem ROCH 13 
May (RB); Beechwoods SP WAYN 14 May 
(MG); M 16 May (LC); Brown T Wolcott 
WAYN 17 May (W&MR);1b M (BBBO) 24 
May; Norway Rd GENE 27 May (KSu, RBA 
field trip). 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr HB 27 Apr (AGu), 
early. 

Golden-winged Warbler x Blue-winged 
Warbler: Highland P, Rochester 12 May (KH), 
f not fitting either named hybrid well. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: arr DEP 6 May (GF); 
Norway Rd GENE 28 May (BCar, AGu, LM, 
JiM). 
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“LAWRENCE’S” WARBLER: 1b M 
(BBBO) 15 May, rare. 

Black-and-white Warbler: total b 29 1-30 
May. 

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (R2): arr 
NMWMA (AR) 12 May (JBr, DZ, W&MR); 
NMWMA (AR) 12-28 May (7+ oth obs). 
Tennessee Warbler: arr South Conesus LIVI 7 
May; max 50 Cobbs Hill P 18 May (DH); 46 
Cobbs Hill P 22 May (EG); total b 42 M 
(BBBO) 17-30 May, good numbers. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr Beatty Pt, G9 
May (MG, PMar); arr 2 Church Trail, G 9 May 
(BCar); 2b M (BBBO) 14 May; 1b M (BBBO) 
17; 16 other rep 10 loc 11-17 May (12 obs). 
Nashville Warbler: arr T Penfield 26 Apr 
(D&VH), early; total b 18 M (BBBO) 14-22 
May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr Webster P 10 May; 
total b 39 M (BBBO) 17-31 May. 

Connecticut Warbler: M (Owl Woods) 23 
May (AK), rare. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr BB-HW 18 Apr (BBa, 
et al.),; max b 29 M (BBBO) 22 May; 27 T 
Galen WAYN 31 May; total b 154 M (BBBO) 
1-31 May. 

Hooded Warbler: arr T Bristol ONTA 2 May. 
Am. Redstart: arr 2 Thousand Acre Swamp T 
Penfield 29 Apr A&DaS), early; 4 NUWMA 
(VDS) 29 Apr (MV, DA), early; 42 HB-WE 13 
May (AGu), good count; max b 48 M (BBBO) 
22 May; total b 190 M (BBBO) 9-31 May. 
Cape May Warbler: arr W & NMWMA (CR) 
4 May; last BB-WS 28 May. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr 2 NUWMA (VDS) 1 
May (W&MR), Reg record early. 

N. Parula: last Rochester 29 May (AdM), late. 
Magnolia Warbler: arr 1B M (BBB)) | May, 
early; arr 1 NUWMA(VDS) 1 May (W&MR), 
early; max b 87 M (BBBO) 22 May; total b 345 
M (BBBO) 1-31 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr 1-2 sev loc 12 
May; max 21 Cobbs Hill P 17 May, good count. 
Yellow Warbler: arr 2 Ganondagon 16 Apr 
(AV), Reg record early; max 104 BB-WS 14 
May (AGu); max b 22 M (BBBO) 14 May; 
total b 126 M (BBBO) 1-31 May. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: max b 22 M 
(BBBO) 22 May; total b 67 M (BBBO) 12-30 
May. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr 1-2 many loc 17 May; 
total b 18 M (BBBO) 18-29 May, low. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: total b 83 M 
(BBBO) 1-31 May. 

Palm Warbler: arr 1-2 ind 4 loc 15 Apr, early; 
50 BB-WS 28 Apr (DD); max b 16 M (BBBO) 
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29 Apr; max 52 NW Treatment Plant T Greece 
1 May (GL, CHo); total b 89 M (BBBO) 15 
Apr-19 May; last HB 27 May (JiM, LM); 2b 
M(BBBO) 15, 16 Apr, identified as “Yellow” 
Palm. 

Pine Warbler: arr Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye 5 
Apr (JAk), early; arr LSP 5 Apr (EK), early; 
max 12 BB-WS 10 Apr (DT). Rochester 8 Mar 
(AdM), likely overwintering; arr T Victor 2 Apr 
(AGa), early. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 410 BB - WS 
28 Apr (AGu), high count; 100 Cobbs Hill P 1 
May, good count; max b 37 M (BBBO) 1 May; 
total b 193 M (BBBO) 15 Apr-17 May. 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (R2): 
Ellison P T Penfield 11-14 May (JiM, 24 oth 
obs); Chimney Bluffs WAYN 23, 26 May (MG, 
JW); rare. 

Prairie Warbler: arr BB 5 May (DT, JW); 
ICW 15 May (BCar, HS); BB 17 May (MG); 3 
HH Spencer SRA — S 17 May (KK); Portage 
LIVI 18 May (AW); CIWMA 24 May (MW), 
relatively rare. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr 1-5 ind 3 
loc 22 Apr, early. 

Canada Warbler: total b 61 M (BBBO) 16-31 
May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: max b 21 B (BBBO) 30 
May; total b 132 M (BBBO) 13-31 May. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: OCP 20-21 May (KB, 
ET, BCar, MG), now rare locally. 


TOWHEES — WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: arr H 16-19 Mar (AGu), early. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: max 150 TECA 4 Apr 
(MW); last Ellison P, T Penfield 5 May (LM). 
Chipping Sparrow: T Pittsford 5 Mar (PMar); 
HANA 9 Mar (PMab); arr Hamlin 28 Mar. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 1-3 ind Cook Rd, H 8- 
27 May (KSu, 20+ oth obs), only loc spring. 
Field Sparrow: T Riga MONR 25 Mar. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Geneseo 25 Apr. 
Fox Sparrow: last BB-HE 7 May (BBa, et al.); 
no high counts reported. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: total b 17 M (BBBO) 12- 
30 May, low. 
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Swamp Sparrow: max 25 CIWMA 24 May 
(MW), survey. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 72 Holy 
Sepulchre Cem Rochester 13 May (RB); total b 
144 M (BBBO) 15 Apr-19 May, low. 
White-crowned Sparrow: last G 29 May, 
often found into June. 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 120 HB 10 Apr. 
Scarlet Tanager: arr Village of Mumford 1 
May (JG), early; arr T Gates MONR 1 May 
(BriM). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr 1m Bushnell’s 
Basin 15 Apr (C& HH), early. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 5000 Rts 5 & 20 
near Avon 17 Mar (MG). 

E. Meadowlark: arr NUWMA (VDS) 11 Mar; 
max 23 BB-HW 27 Mar. 

Rusty Blackbird: 22 North Rush 4 Mar & 
Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye 12 Mar, Mar max, 
low; max 2160 BB-WS 10 Apr (DT), high 
count; 8 rep of 100-300 ind 4 loc 10-30 Mar 
(mob), good counts, approx 170 rep many loc 
all Apr, good showing; 25 H 5 May, low max 
for May; last Sandy Bottom P, Honeoye 20 
May; sample counts. 

Com. Grackle: max 1750 North Rush MONR 
4 Mar (NK). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 1500 HB 10 
Apr (TLe). 

blackbird sp: max 10000 NMWMA (MT) 2 
Apr (BMcQ). 

Orchard Oriole: arr 1m BB-WS 28 Apr 
(AGu). 

Baltimore Oriole: max 178 BB—WS 14 May 
(AGu). 

Purple Finch: max 704 M (hawk blind) 27 Apr 
(DT), high count. 

Com. Redpoll: singles 22, 29 Mar & 8 Apr. 
Pine Siskin: monthly max: 36 H 1 Mar; 20 
DEP 1 Apr; 3 Rochester & HB 13 May; low 
maxima. 

Am. Goldfinch: large ind T Richmond ONTA 
11 Mar (B&MH, ph); max 177 HB 13 May 
(AGu), low max. 

Evening Grosbeak: 2 HB 27 Apr; 2 South 
Conesus 29 Apr; 1 Greece 3 May; 1 T Pittsford 
3 May (PMar); 1 T Savannah WAYN 8 May; 
scarce in recent years. 
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REGION 3— FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9 @ gmail.com 


Following a mild winter, March 2017 was cooler than normal with brief periods 
of wintry weather. The average low temperature was 21° F, 2° below normal. 
The average high temperature was 38°, 4° below normal. April was warmer than 
normal. The average low was 41°, 7° above normal, and the average high was 
62°, 6° above normal. The average low in May was 46°, 2° above normal. The 
high temperature was 64°, 3° below normal. Precipitation in March was 2.58", 
0.04" less than normal. April precipitation was 3.82", 0.53" more than normal. 
Precipitation in May was 3.80", 0.61" more than normal. 

The mild winter allowed waterfowl to move into the wetlands north of the 
Finger Lakes by late February. The many wintering Northern Pintails and 
Green-winged Teal masked the arrival of migrants to the Region. Observers 
reported high numbers of Canada Geese, Trumpeter Swan, Gadwall, American 
Wigeon, Green-winged Teal, Greater and Lesser Scaup, and Red-breasted 
Merganser. Greater White-fronted Geese were present through the winter, and 
individuals continued through mid-March. Individual Ross’s Geese continued in 
the Region through late March. 

Other waterbirds of note were two American White Pelicans in the 
Savannah Mucklands and a single bird flying over Sapsucker Woods. Snowy 
Egrets appeared at Seneca Lake State Park and at Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge. A Cattle Egret visited the Executive Links Golf Course in Seneca 
County for two days in April. 

Black Vultures, which began an unprecedented movement through the 
Region in February, continued to be seen passing through the Region through 
mid-May. The Region’s third Mississippi Kite flew by Sapsucker Woods in late 
May. Dale Campbell reported a Barn Owl flying low over a field while it was 
still daylight in the Town of Chemung in the same vicinity where he had seen 
one last year. 

The most exciting bird of the season was the Region’s second record of 
Black-necked Stilt, which spent ten days in the Savannah Mucklands. Several 
shorebird species more commonly seen in the fall migration made spring 
appearances this year: American Golden-Plover, Whimbrel, Stilt Sandpiper, 
Sanderling, Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson’s Phalarope, and Red-necked 
Phalarope. 

Jeremy Collison and Jay McGowan caught a quick look and some quick 
photos of a passing Parasitic Jaeger at Myers Point on Cayuga Lake. Adriaan 
Dokter found a Sabine’s Gull, rare in fall and rarer in spring, at the south end of 
Cayuga Lake. Little Gulls were reported from the Savannah Mucklands, Cayuga 
Lake, and Seneca Lake. Ken Rosenberg photographed a rare Franklin’s Gull at 
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Myers Point on the last day of the season. A flock of 100 Black Terns at 
Montezuma NWR and a flock of 42 Common Terns on Cayuga Lake bode well 
for these species. 

Cuckoos of both species were present in good numbers. Gates DuPont and 
Alex Wiebe monitored nocturnal migration over Cornell University on 17 May 
and counted 18 Black-billed Cuckoos. Common Nighthawks were scarce, with 
high counts of only two. Two was also the maximum count of Eastern Whip- 
poor-will, but that was a high count for this very scarce species. 

Cool weather in early May slowed down the passage of neotropic migrants. 
A Prothonotary Warbler in Chemung County was the first report there in more 
than 50 years. There were five reports of Golden-winged Warbler, more than in 
most recent years. The Clay-colored Sparrow returned to the Cornell University 
campus for the second year. Kerri Ellison photographed an adult male Yellow- 
headed Blackbird at her feeder in Canandaigua in mid-March. Jay McGowan 
photographed two Evening Grosbeaks in the Town of Dryden in early May. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
SPRING 2017 


Henslow’s Sparrow, Shawangunk Grasslands NWR, Ulster, 28 May 2017, 
© Scott Stoner. 
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Little Gull, Dorchester Park, Broome, 6 Apr 2017, © George Chiu. 


Franklin’s Gull, Whitney Point, Broome, 6 May 2017, © George Chiu. 
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Smith’s Longspur, Dunkirk Airport, Chautauqua, 11 Mar 2017, © Gale VerHague. 
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Don ~N 


Acanthocephlan worms (Plagiorhynchus cylindraceus) in Eastern Bluebirds. 
Top: an individual parasite. Bottom: parasites in and through the intestine of an 
Eastern Bluebird. Photos copyright W. E. Zitek. See article pp. 179-180. 
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Nicosia, Bruce Nott, Dave Nutter, Bill Ostrander, Mary Passage, Scott Peterson, 
Jay Powell, Mike Powers, Bill Purcell, Joel Rabinowitz, Dave Robertson, Paul 
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Casey Zillman 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CanL — Canandaigua L; CayL — Cayuga L; CU — Cornell University; DSF — 
Danby State Forest, TOMP; HO — Hawthorn Orchard, TOMP; HP — Harris P, 
CAYU,; LF — Lott Farm, SENE; LPBP — Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve, 
TOMP; MNWR — Montezuma NWR; MR — Monkey Run, TOMP; MyPt — 
Myers Pt, TOMP; NE Ith — Northeast Ithaca; QCM — Queen Catharine Marsh, 
SCHU; SLSP — Seneca L SP; SM — Savannah Mucklands, SENE; SPNP — Salt 
Pt Nature Preserve, TOMP; SSP — Sampson SP; StP — Stewart P, TOMP; SW — 
Sapsucker Woods, TOMP; TCar — T Caroline, TOMP; TDan — T Danby, 
TOMP; TDry — T Dryden, TOMP, TEnf — T Enfield, TOMP; TLed — T 
Ledyard, CAYU; TVar — T Varick, SENE. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
(R3): MNWR 1 Mar (BN, ph, SHan); 
Owasco L Inlet CAYU 4 Mar (CW); 2 
MNWR 8 Mar (JSn, ph); Risser Rd Swamp 
ONTA 17 Mar (MBro, MG, ph, BroM, ph); 
Canandaigua Country Club ONTA 19 Mar 
(BriM!). 

Snow Goose: max 50,000 Holiday Harbor, 
CanL ONTA 21 Mar; last 3 MNWR 28 
May. 

ROSS’S GOOSE (R3): MNWR 8 Mar 
(DK, ph); T Covert SENE 19 Mar (LK, 
KR!); CayL, Sheldrake SENE 23 Mar (MH, 
ph); CU 24 Mar (JCo!); TDry 25 Mar (mob, 
ph). 

Brant: arr 9 StP 5 May; max 52 MNWR 22 
May; last 40 MNWR 29 May. 

Cackling Goose: last SW 30 Mar. 

Canada Goose: max 140,000 SLSP 19 Mar 
(KGr), high. 

Mute Swan: last Clifton Springs Hospital 
Pd ONTA 14 May (DSp), late. 
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Trumpeter Swan: max 15 SM 30 Apr (SBi, 
BW), high. 

Tundra Swan: last SM 23 Apr. 

Gadwall: max 600 MNWR 2 Apr (JMc, 
LSa), high. 

Eurasian Wigeon: max 5 MNWR 3 Mar; 
last MNWR 22 May. 

Am. Wigeon: max 1100 MNWR 26 Mar 
(JMc, LSa); 1100 SM 22 Apr (DNi), high. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 60 MNWR 10 Apr 
(ET), high; 50 SM 23 Apr. 

Green-winged Teal: max 2000 SM 20 Apr- 
6 May (mob), high. 

N. Pintail x Green-winged Teal: QCM 3 
Mar (LK, TLe, JMc, KMcGo). 
Canvasback: max 7250 HP 28 Mar. 
Greater Scaup: max 3600 HP 28 Mar (TC), 
high. 

Lesser Scaup: max 2000 HP 26 Mar (JMc, 
LSa), high. 

Surf Scoter: Weaver Creek Gravel Pit 
STEU 25 Mar (AWe); Keuka L, T Pulteney 
STEU 7 May (RK); only reports. 
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White-winged Scoter: arr SSP 13 Mar; 
max 5 East Shore P TOMP 5 May; last 5 
CayL, TVar 13 May; 5 CayL Sheldrake 
SENE 13 May; 2 SLSP 13 May. 

Black Scoter: Chemung R, T Elmira 
CHEM 11 Mar (BO); 5 MyPt 25 Mar (BM); 
only reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 10 Minier’s Pd 
CHEM 26 Mar; last MNWR 24 May (LHa), 
late. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 68 Long Pt SP 5 
Mar; last SLSP 30 May (TLe), late. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 320 CayL, 
Aurora High Banks CAYU 29 Apr (JMc, 
LSa), high. 

Red-throated Loon: max 5 CayL, MyPt 7 
Apr; 5 TDan 15 Apr, migrating over; last 
Seneca L, Severne Pt YATE 20 May (AG, 
EG, GL), late. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 30 MNWR 22 Apr 
(PMc), high. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R3): SM 17 Apr 
(ASt); 2 SM 20-24 Apr (mob!, ph); SW 23 
Apr (JE!), flying over. 

Am. Bittern: max 4 MNWR 25 May (JCa), 
high. 

Least Bittern: arr MNWR 13 May (mob), 
early; max 3 QCM 29 May (CW), high. 
Great Egret: arr QCM 24 Mar; max 10 
MNWR 25 May. 

SNOWY EGRET (R3): SLSP 8 May 
(mob!, ph); MNWR 21-22 May (mob), ph). 
CATTLE EGRET (R3): Executive Links 
Golf Course SENE 21-22 Apr (mob!, ph). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr NE Ith 
24 Apr; max 10 MNWR 29 May. 

Black Vulture: max 4 SW 3 Apr; last CU 
16 May (MGo!), late. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
MISSISSIPPI KITE (R3): SW 30 May 
(JGe, CW,nob, ph), 3rd Reg record. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr 3 TCar 10 Apr; 
TDan 10 Apr; 2 Plantations Restaurant 
TOMP 10 Apr; SW 10 Apr; Robert H 
Treman SP 10 Apr; max 41 Boyer Creek 
Farm Hawk Watch TOMP11 Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 2 MNWR 29 
Mar; last T Genoa CAYU 23 Apr. 

Golden Eagle: last T Hornellsville STEU 
13 May. 

Sandhill Crane: max 6 MNWR 30 Apr; 6 
MNWR 11 May. 

BLACK-NECKED STILT: SM 20-29 Apr 
(mob!, ph), 2nd Reg record. 
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AM. GOLDEN-PLOVER (R3): 1-2 SM 
22 Apr-6 May (DA, EC, JMc, ph, LSa). 
Greater Yellowlegs: max 120 MNWR 29 
Apr (JMc, LSa), high. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr 2 LF 19 Apr; max 5 
LF 28 May. 

WHIMBREL (R3): 4 CanL, City Pier 
ONTA 19 May (MBro!, ph, KG!, ph, MG, 
BroM, ph); MyPt 22 May (mob!, ph); 4 
Seneca L, Lakefront PONTA 31 May (JA, 
ph, LMo!). 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr 2 SM 6 May (SBi, 
SDa!, JMc, MDM), early; max 23 MNWR 
18 May (DSc), high. 

STILT SANDPIPER (R3): MNWR 29 
Apr-1 May (mob!, ph); SM 12 May (Joseph 
Brin!). 

SANDERLING (R3): 2 CayL, MyPt 2-6 
May (BM!, mob, ph); CanL, Kershaw P 
ONTA 3-5 May (MBro!, mob, ph). 

Dunlin: arr 6 SM 20 Apr; max 300 MNWR 
23 May. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr 6 MNWR 
10 May; max 7 MNWR 24 May; 7 MNWR 
26 May. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 30 SM 22 Apr; 
last 2 MNWR 13 May; SM 13 May. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr CanL, City 
Pier ONTA 17 May; max 56 MNWR 25 
May. 

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (R3): 
MNWR 29 Apr (DK!, ph, JMc, ph, LSa); 5 
SM 29 Apr (KK, BM); MNWR 3 May 
(DN1!). 

Wilson’s Snipe: arr 2 Caswell Rd 
Grasslands TOMP 4 Mar (KMcGo, TSc), 
early; max 32 Bluegrass Lane Natural Area 
TOMP 9 Apr (JMc), high. 

WILSON’S PHALAROPE (R3): MNWR 
23-27 May (DNu!, mob, ph). 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (R3): 
CayL, MyPt 21 May (KB!, JCh, ADo, ph); 
MNWR 27 May (mob, ph). 

PARASITIC JAEGER (R3): CayL, MyPt 
3 May (JCo, JMc!,ph). 

SABINE’S GULL: CayL, White 
Lighthouse Jetty TOMP 22 May (ADo!, 
TLe, ph). 

Bonaparte’ Gull: CayL, MyPt 26 Mar; max 
250 CayL, TVar 14 Apr; last 2 SLSP 30 
May; 5 Seneca L, Lakefront P SENE 30 
May. 

LITTLE GULL (R3): 1-2 SM 18 Apr-6 
May (DDa!, JMc, ph, mob!); 2 Long Pt SP 
22 Apr (SHe!, LK, ph,TLe!); SLSP 13 May 
(LK, AK, JMc, ph, KR!), late. 


The Kingbird 2017 September; 67 (3) 


FRANKLIN’S GULL: CayL, MyPt 31 
May (KR!, ph). 

Ring-billed Gull: nax 8000 SM 2 Apr 
(DWe, mob), high. 

THAYER’S GULL: CayL, MyPt 17 Apr 
(JMc!, ph). 

Iceland Gull: last CayL StP 20 Mar. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 17 CayL, 
MyPt 31 May (SBi, MC), high. 

Glaucous Gull: last CayL, MyPt 17 Apr. 
Herring Gull X Glaucous Gull: 2 CayL, 
StP 13 Mar (TLe); CayL, StP 20 Mar (TLe). 
Caspian Tern: arr MNWR | Apr (MG), 
early; max 70 SM 22 Apr (BG, JGo, AM), 
high. 

Black Tern: max 100 MNWR 12 May 
(GDa), high. 

Com. Tern: max 42 CayL, East Shore P 
TOMP 5 May. 

Forster’s Tern: arr Keuka L, Champlin 
Beach P STEU 23 Apr; last CayL, 
Frontenac Harbor Marina CAYU 21 May. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr CU 17 May; T 
Manchester ONTA 17 May; max 3 West 
Elmira Riverine Forest CHEM 26 May. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 18 CU 17 May 
(GDu, AWi), nocturnal migrants, high. 
BARN OWL (R3): T Chemung CHEM 18 
May (DaC!). 

Snowy Owl: max 2 LF 1-27 Mar; last T 
Fayette SENE 1 Apr (NBu). 

Barred Owl: max 3 TDry 9 Apr (CH); 3 
Roy H Park Preserve TOMP 28 Apr (SDa), 
high. 

Short-eared Owl: max 5 T Phelps ONTA 
20 Mar; last T Lodi SENE 10 Apr. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: TCar 17 Mar (SKe),; 
Hammond Hill State Forest TOMP 11 Apr 
(JMc); TCar 4 May (SKe); only reports. 
Com. Nighthawk: max 2 CU 23 May; 2 
MNWR 23 May, low. 

E. Whip-poor-will: 2 NE Ith 28 Apr (mob), 
high. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: MNWR 25 May 
(DDo), only report. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 10 TDan 13 
May (LSe), high. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 5 Shindagin 
Hollow State Forest TOMP 9 Apr (LA, 
MDM), high. 

Merlin: max 4 Boyer Creek Farm Hawk 
Watch TOMP 11 Apr (JGe, SKe, BS, CW), 
high. 
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FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last TCar 27 May 
(CW), late. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr SW 17 May; 
MR 17 May. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr DSF 18 May. 

N. Shrike: max 2 T Fayette SENE 2 Mar 
(DK), high; last TEnf 4 Apr. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr City of Corning 14 
May; Jetty Woods TOMP 14 May; max 3 
HO 16 May; last City of Ithaca TOMP 26 
May. 

Fish Crow: max 30 Riverfront PCHEM 9 
Apr (EG, GL), high. 

Purple Martin: max 150 MNWR 13 May 
(LK, AK, JMc, KR), high. 

Tree Swallow: max 6000 MNWR 20 Apr 
(TLe, JMc, LSa), high; 4000 TVar 22 Apr. 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 200 CayL 
Basin 7 May (MH), high; 50 MNWR 2 
May; 50 MNWR 13 May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr CayL, MyPt 1 Apr (MH!, 
DMo), early; max 15 CayL, MyPt 6 May. 
Barn Swallow: max 800 CayL, MyPt 5 
May (JMc, LSa); 800 Kipp Island Fields 
CAYU 6 May (SBi, JMc), high; 600 
MNWR 6 May; 500 CayL Basin 7 May; 450 
CayL, MyPt 7 May. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: max 21 TEnf 20 
May (PR), high. 

Marsh Wren: max 25 MNWR 21 May 
(JMc, KMcGo); 25 MNWR 26 May (DK), 
high. 

Carolina Wren: max 7 QCM 9 May (MT), 
high. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr CU 17 May; 
TDan 17 May; Fillmore Glen SP 17 May; 
SW 17 May; max 6 NE Ith 28 May, 
nocturnal migrants. 

Hermit Thrush: arr MR 3 Mar (CW), 
early; Caswell Rd Grasslands TOMP 4 Mar; 
T Farmington ONTA 19 Mar; T Hector 
SCHU 19 Mar; max 7 CU 22 Apr. 

Am. Robin: max 971 TDan 3 Apr (ID), 
high. 

Gray Catbird: TDry 12 Mar (ABC); max 
28 TDan 17 May. 

Brown Thrasher: max 7 Finger Lakes 
National Forest SENE 23 Apr (LK, AK, 
ST), high. 

Am. Pipit: arr CU 3 Mar (GDu); max 51 
Park Station P CHEM 25 Mar; last TLed 23 
May. 
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LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: max and last 20 SM 7 
May. 

Snow Bunting: max 100 T Farmington 
ONTA 18 Mar; last MyPt 22 Apr (LK, JMc, 
ST), late. 

Worm-eating Warbler: arr DSF 21 May, 
late. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr MR 8 Apr; 
max 5 CU 22 Apr. 

N. Waterthrush: arr Jetty Woods TOMP 22 
Apr (ADo!), early; max 8 Dorothy McIlroy 
Preserve CAYU 20 May. 
GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER (R3): 
arr TDan 27 Apr (ID!), early; HO 2 May 
(mob!, ph); MNWR 7 May (LK, KR!); 
TDry 13 May (JF!); last MNWR 20 May 
(DK, ph), late. 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr Finger Lakes 
National Forest SENE 29 Apr; max 11 
Fischer Old Growth Forest TOMP 6 May. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: SSP 31 May. 
Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warbler: 
TDry 24 May. 

Prothonotary Warbler: arr Andrew Sperr 
Memorial P CHEM 6 May (MPa!), early; 
max 2 MNWR 18 May thru. 

Tennessee Warbler: max 10 TEnf 20 May; 
10 MNWR 22 May; last QCM 29 May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr LPBP 29 
Apr; max 2 HO; last HO 13 May. 
Mourning Warbler: arr SW 4 May (BW), 
early; max 3 TCar 18 May. 

Hooded Warbler: arr HO 6 May; max 6 
TDan 23 May; 6 Ford Hill TOMP 23 May. 
Am. Redstart: max 34 DSF 18 May. 
Cape May Warbler: max 5 TEnf 20 May, 
last QCM 29 May (CW), late. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr MNWR 1 May 
(DK), early; max 4 CayL WMA 11 SENE 
May; 4 MNWR 13 May. 

N. Parula: max 5 HO 11 May; last T Ovid 
SENE 28 May; Trumansburg Golf Club 
TOMP 28 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: max 7 TEnf 20 
May; last Sweedler-Lick Brook Preserve 
TOMP 26 May. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 10 T Middlesex 
YATE 23 May; last SLSP 30 May. 

Palm Warbler: max 14 StP 3 May; last T 
Newfield 20 May. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr MNWR 30 
May; max 50 LPBP 8 May; 40 SW 11 May; 
40 SPNP 12 May. 
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Prairie Warbler: arr 3 LPBP 29 Apr; 2 
Roy H Park Preserve TOMP 29 Apr; max 8 
LPBP 13 May. 


Wilson’s Warbler: last MR 


31 May.TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: T Ithaca TOMP thru 15 Apr 
(FKa); max 14 Bare Hill Unique Area 
YATE 26 Apr. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 62 QCM 5 Mar 
(JCo, TLe), high; last MNWR 7 May (DCar, 
ph), late. 

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (R3): CU 
12-24 May (mob!, ph). 

Field Sparrow: T Ithaca TOMP 2 Mar 
(FKa), present since 12 Feb; arr T Seneca 
SENE 27 Mar; max 13 SSP 11 Apr. 
Savannah Sparrow: SPNP 19 Mar (mob); 
arr MNWR 1 Apr; max 10 TLed 11 May; 10 
LF 21 May. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr TLed 29 Apr; 
max 7 Painted Post 14 May. 

Fox Sparrow: max 12 DSF 9 Apr; last 
TDry 25 Apr. 

Song Sparrow: max 100 QCM 3 Apr 
(TLe), high. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: max 2 CU 11 May; last 
MR 24 May. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 100 SW 28 
Apr (BW), high. 

White-crowned Sparrow: max 11 T 
Summerhill CAYU 10 May; 11 TDry 16 
May; last 2 CU 17 May; NE Ith 17 May; 
TDan 17 May; TDry 17 May. 

BLUE GROSBEAK: Village of 
Horseheads 14 May (GSI, LSI1!). 

E. Meadowlark: arr TEnf 8 Mar; max 10 
LF 13 May. 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: City 
of Canandaigua 15 Mar (KE, ph). 

Rusty Blackbird: max 45 MNWR 31 Mar; 
last SW 17 May (MC!), late. 

Orchard Oriole: arr Hog Hole TOMP 25 
Apr (DNu!), early; max 6 SPNP 18 May. 
House Finch: max 32 TEnf 14 Mar (MEF), 
high. 

Purple Finch: max 26 TDan 16 Apr (ID), 
high. 

Pine Siskin: max 5 TCar 2 May; last DSF 
18 May. 

EVENING GROSBEAK (R3): 2 TDry 4 
May (JMc, ph). 
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REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 


No report was received this season. 


REGION 5— ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 


Matt Perry 


3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63 @roadrunner.com 


David Wheeler 


20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64 @ aol.com 


After a mild late February, the Spring 2017 season began with a resurgence of 
winter weather. In Syracuse the average temperature for March was 30.1° F, 
which is 4.1° lower than normal. A low temperature of 2.0° was recorded on 5 
March. In Syracuse the snowfall for the month amounted to 30.9", which is over 
a foot above average. Other portions of the Region received significantly more 
snow. On 14-15 March, a single storm deposited over 36" on the Town of 
Kirkland in southern Oneida County. Ken Burdick reported that Onondaga Lake 
was nearly completely covered with a thin sheet of ice on 18 March. Burdick 
wrote that, to his knowledge, this was the most ice coverage the lake had all 
winter. The month of April was much milder, with an average temperature of 
50.9°, which is 4° higher than the norm. Virtually all the precipitation in April 
came down in the form of rain. Just less than 5" of rain fell in Syracuse in April, 
which is 1.76" above average. May was nearly 2 degrees cooler than normal and 
much wetter, with 6.4611 of rain falling in Syracuse. That total is 3.24" higher 
than average. 

At the end of the previous period, favorable winds and mild weather led to 
a strong push of geese, raptors, blackbirds, and others into the Region. At least a 
portion of the early migrants had cause to regret their decision when faced with 
the harsh reality of March’s weather. There were even some reports of 
waterfowl flocks backtracking by mid-month. Finding food in deep snow can be 
problematic especially for raptors, shorebirds, and songbirds, many of which 
wound up in the hands of wildlife rehabilitators. The lack of winds from the 
“right” direction made March the least productive month, in what was otherwise 
a highly productive season for raptors migrating over Derby Hill. Despite this 
period of doldrums, by the end of the month the migrants were flying again and 
some longstanding record high counts began falling by the wayside. 
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Although many Snow Geese had already passed through the Region in 
February, a healthy maximum of 33,429 flew over Derby Hill on the relatively 
late date of 27 March. On the same day, Wayne Fidler picked out six Ross’s 
Geese among the skeins of Snow Geese. As is typical, the best count of Brant 
was over Northwestern Oneida Lake. There on 21 May, Bill Purcell counted 
1,240 of them flying by. For the most part, waterfowl numbers were on the low 
side and unremarkable. This season two of our perennial rarities were found— 
Eurasian Wigeon and Harlequin Duck. Two females and a juvenile of the latter 
species were found in Oswego on 6 March by Greg Dashnau. All three scoter 
species were reported this season. Both Surf Scoter and White-winged Scoter 
were seen well into May. 

On the early morning of 12 April, Bill Purcell counted 58 Common Loons 
flying by his watch site at Phillips Point on Oneida Lake. In northern Herkimer 
County in the Adirondacks, Gary Lee wrote that in much of his territory 
excessive flooding destroyed the nests of Common Loons. He also implicates 
Bald Eagles as predators of loon chicks on some Adirondack lakes. Lee said that 
in two years, five pairs of loons on Woodhull Lake have managed to produce 
only a single chick. He is convinced that the eagles are a primary cause of the 
loons’ breeding failures. Besides the Region’s three expected grebe species, this 
season brought two bonus species. The Clark’s Grebe, continuing from the 
Winter Period, lingered at Oswego Harbor until 6 March and then was never 
relocated. An Eared Grebe was observed from the bluff at Derby Hill on 19 
May. A student visiting Derby Hill along with a SUNY-ESF Field Ornithology 
Class was the first one to spot the rarity as it associated with Long-tailed Ducks 
on Lake Ontario. American White Pelicans were found at three different 
locations this season. One lingered at Onondaga Lake from 14-19 April. Two 
were found at Three Rivers WMA on 23 April, and two were spotted flying over 
Derby Hill on 23 May. A notable 145 Great Blue Herons migrated over Derby 
Hill on 24 March. On 25 April, Wayne Fidler found a Little Blue Heron in 
breeding plumage at the Maple Avenue wetland in Volney. The rarity lingered 
for five days, thus affording birders ample opportunity to see it. Adult Little 
Blues are always a treat, as the white immature version is more commonly 
found. 

This spring the Derby Hill hawk watch experienced a much better than 
average season. Record high counts were attained for Turkey Vulture, Bald 
Eagle, and Peregrine Falcon. Several other raptor species surpassed the site’s 
most recent ten-year average. A total of six Black Vultures was spotted; three 
passed on 5 April. Generally it was a better than average season for Black 
Vulture sightings in the Region, and the species was reported from three 
locations away from Derby Hill. The season’s official hawk counter at Derby 
Hill, Anna Stunkel, reported a record total of 26,111 Turkey Vultures passing 
over the site. That total is several thousand birds above the site’s previous record 
set in 2014. A total of 913 Bald Eagles were counted passing over Derby Hill 
this season. That total easily surpasses the previous record count of 680 (also 
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from 2014). On 29 May an impressive one-day count of 70 Bald Eagles flew 
over Derby. The Broad-winged Hawk flight, although short of record breaking, 
came in well above the ten-year average for the site. From their arrival on 9 
April through the end of May, a total of 30,334 Broad-winged Hawks passed 
over Derby Hill. The number of migrating Red-tailed Hawks over the site was 
close to average. Two leucistic Red-tails were among the 3,852 that passed over 
the hawkwatch, but no dark-morph western types were seen. Rough-legged 
Hawk numbers over Derby Hill were relatively low, with a total season count of 
118. Thirteen of those flew over on 4 April. A total of five Swainson’s Hawks 
passed over Derby Hill this season. Four of them flew over particularly low, 
thus permitting great views to observers on the hill. Please refer to Derby Hill's 
annual report “The Rough Leg” for a more detailed discussion of the season. 

Reports of Sandhill Crane were way up this year. Most were of single birds 
passing over Derby Hill. All tallied, the total number of cranes over Derby was 
48! Ten flew over the site on 2 April. Although most expected shorebird types 
were encountered only in very modest numbers, Bill Purcell reported an 
impressive 75 Black-bellied Plovers on 28 May on northwestern Oneida Lake. 
On 14 May, Amanda Dillon found and photographed a female Wilson’s 
Phalarope. The breeding-plumaged bird was associating with a handful of other 
shorebirds in a small wetland in the Town of Cato. On 18 May, Bill Purcell 
picked out five Whimbrels on Oneida Lake at Constantia. Other notable 
shorebirds observed this season included two Red Knots and seven Short-billed 
Dowitchers found in a farm field near Phoenix. Gull numbers were about 
average for the season, and there were few rarities or impressive high counts 
tallied. A maximum of 269 Bonaparte’s Gull observed at Philip’s Point on 15 
April is a good number. Purcell also found a Little Gull on 13 April at the same 
location. An oft-photographed first cycle Thayer’s Gull at Phoenix held over 
from the previous period. It was last reported on 1 April. This is likely to be the 
last record of this bird as a full species, at least for the time being. The AOS 
recently lumped the bird with Iceland Gull, ending its long run at species status. 
Three Black Terns viewed from Philip’s Point on 8 May were the only ones 
reported in the Region. 

Arrival dates for our two resident cuckoo species were separated by one 
day. Yellow-billed Cuckoo arrived on 12 May and Black-billed Cuckoo arrived 
on 13 May. Although birders had a relatively hard time coming up with either 
cuckoo in the field, once again it was no problem for Utica’s resident male 
Peregrine Falcon. The tercel managed to put its talons on over 15 of them before 
the end of May. As was the case during the previous two breeding seasons, 
cuckoos (both species combined) were the third most common prey item 
brought back to the falcon’s nest this season. Eastern Screech-Owl reports were 
few and came from only seven locations. Some traditional breeding grounds for 
screech-owls seemed to be devoid of them. The spring yielded only two Snowy 
Owl reports, one from Derby Hill on 16 March and one from the Syracuse 
airport on 4 April. The Region had a slightly better showing of Northern Saw- 
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whet Owls than is typical. Four individuals were reported from four different 
locations. Eastern Whip-poor-will numbers were down this season. The scant 
amount of reports came from traditional areas. An interesting dove was 
described from Syracuse on 18 April but not seen again. The observer thought it 
to be a Eurasian Collared-Dove but could not conclusively eliminate an escaped 
Ringed Turtle-Dove, the domesticated form of African Collared-Dove 
occasionally seen free-flying in North America. Intriguing pale gray flight 
feathers were found at the base of the tree but after some research were thought 
to be too large for a dove. From what bird did they come? Was the dove taken 
by a predator? 

Red-headed Woodpecker reports were higher than usual this period 
although most derived from the Lake Ontario Shoreline. A maximum number of 
six was reported from Fair Haven on 20 May. Lower than average numbers of 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were reported in some areas and are the cause of 
some concern. Spring Farm Nature Sanctuary in Southern Oneida County has 
consistently hosted both a large migrant and breeding population of the species. 
However, this spring Matt Perry noted that very few sapsuckers were heard 
drumming or calling in the preserve’s forest. Further data collection is needed to 
verify the decline, to determine how widespread it is, and to determine if it’s 
indicative of a trend. There was better news for American Kestrels. The smallest 
of our falcons may be in the midst of resurgence, at least one that is local in 
scope. Reports of kestrels in both traditional breeding sites and at new sites seem 
to be on the increase. A total of 500 passed over Derby Hill this season, which is 
well above the most recent 10-year average. A record high of 25 Peregrine 
Falcons flew over Derby Hill this season. The resident breeding pair in Syracuse 
shunned their usual downtown nest site due to the host building undergoing 
major renovations. Reportedly the pair attempted to nest on the porch of an 
apartment on a nearby tall apartment building. As far as anyone could determine 
their breeding attempt failed. In Utica, the resident pair began laying eggs on 1 
April. Ultimately four young hatched. Among the prey species retrieved by the 
male falcon were: Dunlin, American Woodcock, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, Northern 
Flicker, Great-crested Flycatcher, Eastern Towhee, Baltimore Oriole, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak, and American Goldfinch. Bats were the only non-avian prey 
recorded being brought back to the nest box. This spring a pair of Peregrines at 
Oswego were provided a nest box on the roof of a power plant located on the 
west side of the harbor. So far the pair failed to discover the box or chose not to 
use it. Perhaps they will adopt it before the next breeding season commences. 

An Acadian Flycatcher arrived at its traditional breeding location at 
Whisky Hollow on 18 May. The species was also found at another site in 
Minetto. Only three Northern Shrikes were reported this season. The last shrike 
departed the area on | April. Joe Brin found an early arriving Blue-headed Vireo 
on 28 March at Beaver Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville. Single 
Philadelphia Vireos were reported from several different locations. Spring Blue 
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Jay migration was a remarkable event at Derby Hill this season, with tens of 
thousands passing over between the latter part of April and late May. On 1 May 
Anna Stunkel observed 10,695 migrating past the hill. 5,550 flew by on 12 May. 
Other days were nearly as impressive as the birds flooded back toward their 
Canadian breeding grounds. Fish Crows were a persistent presence at Phoenix 
and on Onondaga Lake but also reported in a few other places including Derby 
Hill. In March, Deborah Dohne watched a pair of American Crows building a 
nest in Syracuse. Stick-by-stick the nest grew as both male and female took 
turns working on it. The birds often called to each other as they changed 
position, as if to say “ready for you.” The pair was seen nest-building every day 
for a few hours after first light, thus deferring foraging for food until the day's 
work was done. Swallow numbers appeared to be down this spring, and there 
are no signs that Cliff Swallows are stemming their decline. There was only one 
report of Cliff Swallows that exceeded single digits. Kinglet migration was 
widespread and strong even though the maximum numbers reported were not 
remarkable. There were several reports of migrating Gray-cheeked Thrushes in 
the Region. Most of them emanated from the Lake Ontario Shoreline and from 
the town of Kirkland in Oneida County. Although they were not nearly as 
numerous as Blue Jays, American Robins were seen migrating over Derby Hill 
in large flocks. A total of 4,400 robins passed over the site on 26 March. A 
single Bohemian Waxwing made its way over Derby on 18 March and would be 
the only one of its species reported for the season. 

There were two reports of Lapland Longspur, both before the end of 
March. Warbler migration was fairly unremarkable, with the notable exception 
of a few good fallout days along the Lake Ontario shoreline. Louisiana 
Waterthrush arrived slightly earlier than usual on 12 April and was reported 
from 14 locations, which represents a marginally better showing than in recent 
years. Golden-winged Warblers were again very scarce, which is now expected. 
A male “Lawrence’s” Warbler, seen on 20 May at Great Bear Recreation Area 
in Fulton, is possibly the same individual returning annually to that location 
since 2014. Prothonotary Warblers were again found at Howland Island, which 
remains the Region’s only reliable haven for the species. Tennessee Warblers 
arrived in the Region fairly early on 6 May and some respectable tallies were 
reported. With virtually every other warbler species’ population experiencing a 
decline, it’s interesting to have a species like Tennessee hopefully trending in 
the opposite direction. Twelve Cape May Warblers found at Sunset Bay Park on 
17 May is a healthy count for this species that is sometimes only barely 
represented in our Region. Cerulean Warblers were found in ten locations this 
period. It will be interesting to see if any of the birds outside of the species’ 
breeding stronghold at Howland Island remain into the summer season. A rather 
early Chestnut-sided Warbler was found by Jessi Lyons on 23 April at the 
Woodford State Forest in Sangerfield. An early Yellow-rumped Warbler 
reported from Scriba near Lake Ontario is presumed to have overwintered. An 
exceptional maximum number of 1500 Yellow-rumped Warblers were counted 
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as they migrated over Derby Hill on 1 May. A single “Audubon’s” Yellow- 
rumped Warbler was photographed by Mary Magistro at the Sterling Nature 
Center on 24 April. Surprisingly, given the number of yellow-rumps that 
migrate on the Ontario Lakeshore, this is the first Region 5 spring record of the 
subspecies and only the third overall. There were relatively few reports of 
migrating Canada Warblers and Wilson’s Warblers. It’s speculated that the 
former species, when presented with favorable winds, may go directly to its 
breeding grounds, thus avoiding stopover habitats. 

Reports of Clay-colored Sparrows came solely from Spring Farm Nature 
Sanctuary in Kirkland, which continues to be the Region’s most reliable 
breeding ground for the species. Vesper Sparrows were counted in somewhat 
higher numbers than usual. A White-crowned Sparrow on 14 March may have 
wintered in the Region. On 4 April, a male “Oregon” Junco began frequenting 
the bird feeders at David Cesari’s residence in Rome. He was able to get some 
great photos of the rarity before it departed five days later. A male Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was seen and photographed in Phoenix on 27 May. The 
rarity remained for only a single day. After a winter with virtually no winter 
finches, we had low expectations for any manifesting themselves in the spring 
season. There were two reports of single Common Redpolls. Pine Siskins were 
in evidence, but their flock sizes were relatively low. There were only two 
reports of Evening Grosbeaks this season. 

This season a total of 250 species was reported, which is four above the 
recent 10-year average for the Region. There were also four hybrids and two 
uncommon subspecies reported. Highlights of the season included: Greater 
White-fronted Goose, Ross’s Goose, Eurasian Wigeon, Harlequin Duck, 
EARED GREBE, CLARK’S GREBE, AM. WHITE PELICAN, LITTLE 
BLUE HERON, Black Vulture, Wilson’s Phalarope, Whimbrel, Red Knot, 
Little Gull, Thayer’s Gull, Snowy Owl, Bohemian Waxwing, “Lawrence’s” 
Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, “AUDUBON’S” WARBLER, YELLOW- 
HEADED BLACKBIRD, and “Oregon” Junco. 

Spring 2017 produced 88,657 eBird records for Region 5, and these were 
processed by Swan Swan Hummingbird v 4.02. Reports were contributed by 
392 people. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Dennis Anderson (DA), Alan Belford, Sue Boettger, Carla Bregman, Joseph 
Brin (JB), Matthew Brown, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), Andrea Burke (ABu), 
Jerry Case (JC), David Cesari, Richard Cohen, Karl Curtis, Jim D’Angelo (JD), 
Greg Dashnau (GD), Rose DeNeve, Joe DeVito, Amanda Dillon, Deborah 
Dohne (DD), Wayne Fidler (WF), Elizabeth Frascatore, Jessica Goretzke, Bill 
Gruenbaum, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Gene Huggins, Timothy Johnston, 
Ken Karwowski (KK), Jon Kauffman, Kenneth Kemphues (KKe), John Kent, 
Joshua LaCelle (JaL), Chris Lajewski, Gary Lee (GL), Timothy Johnston, Jason 
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Luscier (JL), Mark Magistro (MaM), Mary Magistro (MM), Gary Meyers, Ben 
McGann, Kevin McGann (KM), Jay McGowan (JM), Bob McGuire, Thomas 
McKay, Mary Myrdek (MMy), Allen Nash, David Nash (DN), Scott Peterson, 
Matt Perry (MP), Bill Purcell (BP), Paul Richardson, Ian Rosenstein, Margaret 
Rusk, Linda Salter (LS), Livia Santana (LSa), Stephanie Schmidt, Thomas 
Schmidt (TSc), Steve Schwab (SS), Mickey Scilingo (MS), Tony Shrimpton 
(TS), Gerald Smith, Jean Soprano (JS), Chris Spagnoli (CS), Anna Stunkel 
(AS), Judy Thurber, Matt Voelker (MV), Drew Weber (DWe), David Wheeler 
(DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams HI (RW), John Wojcikiewicz, Chris 
Wood, Dan Wood (DWo), Judy Wright. 


DERBY HILL HAWK MIGRATION TOTALS 


Species Arrival Max Max Date Total 
Black Vulture 5 Mar 3 5 Apr 6 
Turkey Vulture 18 Feb 4021 5 Apr 26111 
Osprey 27 Mar 63 27 Apr 411 
Bald Eagle 18 Feb 70 29 May 913 
No. Harrier 23 Feb 76 4 Apr 623 
Sharp-sh. Hawk 23 Feb 559 1 May 4271 
Cooper's Hawk 18 Feb 48 26 Mar 326 
N. Goshawk 29 Mar 2 27 Apr 10 
Red-sh. Hawk 22 Feb 212 29 Mar 803 
Broad-wng. Hawk 9 Apr 5103 21 Apr 30334 
Red-tailed Hawk X Feb 567 29 Mar 3852 
Rough-lgd. Hawk X Feb 13 4 Apr 118 
Swainson’s Hawk 15 Apr 2 15 Apr 5 
Golden Eagle 23 Feb 7 8 Mar 36 
Am. Kestrel 25 Feb 100 4 Apr 500 
Merlin 28 Feb 10 26 Mar 80 
Peregrine Falcon 21 Feb 4 9, 10 May 25 
Total, inc. unid. 68,486 
ABBREVIATIONS 


ADK — Adirondacks, n. HERK; BLNC — Beaver Lake Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville; Brew — Oneida L at Brewerton; Bville — Baldwinsville; CM — 
Clay Marsh, Clay; Const — Oneida L at Constantia, DB — Ditch Bank Rd & 
vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH — Derby Hill, T Mexico; Dolgeville — Dolge, 
HERK; FH — Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GB — Great Bear Rec 
Area, Fulton; GLSP — Green Lakes SP, Fayetteville; OF — Old Forge; OLC — 
Onondaga L Creekwalk, Syracuse; OneiL — Oneida L; OnonL — Onondaga L; 
OswH — Oswego Harbor; PPt — Oneida L at Phillips Pt, W Monroe; Pville — 
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Pennellville; SBP — Sunset Bay P, Scriba, SFNS — Spring Farm Nature 
Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH — Southern Highlands of Onondaga & Madison Co.; 
Skan — Skaneateles; SNC — Sterling Nature Center, Sterling; SP — Sandy Pd and 
vicinity; SSSP — Selkirk Shores SP; Syr — Syracuse; TR — Three Rivers WMA, 
Lysander; UM — Utica Marsh; WH — Whiskey Hollow; WP — Woodman Pd, 


Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: WP 19 — 29 
Mar (GM), only report. 

Snow Goose: max 33429 DH 27 Mar (WF); 
4300 OswH 26 Mar; last West Monroe 4 May. 
Ross’s Goose: OswH 26 Mar; max 6 DH 27 
Mar (WF); 2 Mexico 29 Mar; only reports. 
Brant: arr 15 SBP 9 May; max 1240 Const 21 
May (BP); 110 DH 22 May; last 130 DH 28 
May. 

Cackling Goose: arr Otisco Lake 18 Mar; max 
2 DH 27 Mar; last SFNS 26 May (TJ), late. 
Canada Goose: max 2500 Skan 25 Mar; 2100 
DH 28 Mar. 

Mute Swan: max 35 FH 10 Apr. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 10 SNC 23 Apr (MM); 
7 TR 30 Apr; pair remains at TR thru. 

Tundra Swan: 7 Weaver Lake, s. HERK 9 
Mar; max 51 OneiL 8 Mar; 7 DH 28 Mar; last 2 
Oswego 14 Apr. 

Wood Duck: max 32 Pville 25 Mar; 30 DH 27 
Mar; relatively low counts. 

Gadwall: 28 WP 8 Mar; max 30 TR 1 Apr; last 
Loop Rd MNWR 29 May. 

EURASIAN WIGEON (R5): OnonL 12- 13 
Mar (PR, DA, ph); West Monroe 7-8 Mar (BP, 
mob, ph). 

Am. Wigeon: max 112 OnonL 6 Mar; 79 West 
Monroe 8 Apr; last 2 FH 20 May. 

Am. Black Duck: max 24 Herkimer 18 Mar; 
23 OnonL 23 Mar. 

Mallard: 155 Brew 13 Mar; max 600 Syr 19 
Mar. 

Am. Black Duck X Mallard: PPt 11 Mar; max 
2 Skan 11 Mar; Volney 4 May; only reports. 
Blue-winged Teal: arr 21 Mar; max 6 SNC 14 
Apr — 20 May. 

N. Shoveler: 6 TR 9 Mar; max 19 UM 14 Apr; 
last PPt 10 May; relatively low numbers. 

N. Pintail: max 600 Phoenix 1 Mar, very high 
count for date; 216 Pville 1 Apr; last DH 19 
May. 

Green-winged Teal: 54 Pville 5 Apr; max 122 
West Monroe 8 Apr; last DB 31 May. 
Canvasback: max 38 OnonL 13 Mar (KK); 4 
Brew 19 Mar; 3 OswH 28 Mar; last OswH 2 
Apr. 


230 


Redhead: max 435 OnonL 6 Mar (KK); 26 
Brew 20 Mar; max 195 OnonL 23 Mar; last 6 
Loop Rd MNWR 29 May. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 230 Fulton 1 Apr; 
225 Leland Pond. MADI 1 Apr; 3 remain WP 
thru. 

Greater Scaup: 290 OswH 19 Mar; max 780 
OnonL 23 Mar; last 2 TR 7 May. 

Lesser Scaup: max 215 OnonL 23 Mar; 150 
OswH 23 Mar; last OswH 22 May. 
Greater/Lesser Scaup: 500 OswH 23 Mar; 
max 2000 PPt 10 Apr; last 2 Const 28 May. 
Harlequin Duck: 3 Oswego 6 Mar (GD, ph), 2 
fem & 1 juv, 7" Reg rec for Spring. 

Surf Scoter: arr OswH 5 Mar; 2 SSSP 29 Apr; 
max 3 PPt 2 May; 3 PPt 15 May; only reports. 
White-winged Scoter: max 180 OswH 13 Mar; 
44 PPt 11 May; last 22 Const 22 May. 

Black Scoter: 2 OswH thru Mar; PPt 10 Apr; 
last WP 28 Apr. 

Long-tailed Duck: 200 OswH 12 Mar; max 
248 PPt 12 Apr; last DH 24 May. 

Bufflehead: 54 OnonL 23 Mar; max 61 Const 
18 Apr. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 411 OnonL 13 Mar; 
120 Brew 13 Mar; last 2 PPt 30 Apr. 

Hooded Merganser: max 105 Oswego 19 Mar; 
92 Brew 20 Mar. 

Com. Merganser: max 900 OnonL 23 Mar; 
250 OneiL 26 Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 175 DH 20 
Apr; 87 PPt 8 May. 

Ruddy Duck: 8 Fulton 30 Apr; max 18 Loop 
Rd MNWR east 29 May. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 2 GLSP 24 Apr; 
few reports. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 4 SH 11 May, 4 Hamilton 
14 May. 

Wild Turkey: max 40 DB 24 Mar; 37 SP 30 
Mar. 

Red-throated Loon: max 2 OswH 5 — 6 Mar; 
last 2 OnonL 28 Apr. 

Com. Loon: max 58 PPt 12 Apr; 32 Otisco 
Lake 20 Apr. 

Pied-billed Grebe: 6 OswH 28 Mar; max 10 
Weaver Lake s. HERK 9 Mar. 

Horned Grebe: max 13 PPt 12 Apr; 10 
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Jamesville 13 Apr; last WP 9 May. 
Red-necked Grebe: 11 PPt 12 Apr; max 23 
OnonL 18 Apr (BP); 6 Brew 10 May; last PPt 
20 May. 

EARED GREBE (R5): DH 19 May (AB & 
SUNY ESF class, mob, ph), only the 4" Reg 
spring rec, 14" overall. 

CLARK’S GREBE: OswH thru 6 Mar, 
potential first State rec. 

Double-crested Cormorant: 261 Bville 18 
Apr; max 320 OswH 3 May. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R5): OnonL 14-19 
Apr (CB, DD, mob); 2 TR 23 Apr; 2 DH 23 
May; 11th Reg spring rec. 

Am. Bittern: arr SP 3 Apr; max 3 Pville 16 — 
20 Apr; 2 SP 14 —20 May; 2 Central Square 20 
May. 

Least Bittern: arr Oswego 28 Apr; 2 Volney 
20 May; 2 TR 28 May; West Monroe 28 May 
(JS), impact casualty; reports of singles from 3 
other locs. 

Great Blue Heron: max 145 DH 24 Mar; 63 
Port Byron 14 Apr, at active rookery. 

Great Egret: arr Oswego 14 Apr; max 4 DH 4 
May; 2 Elbridge 12 May; last SNC 22 May; 
relatively few reports. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (R5): Volney 25 — 
30 April (WF!, mob, ph), 10" Reg spring rec, 
18" overall. 

CATTLE EGRET (R5): Bridgeport 25 Apr — 
22 May (DA, mob, ph), dozens of prior Reg 
recs. 

Green Heron: arr 2 TR 23 Apr; max 9 DH 17 
May. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr TR 9 Apr; 
max 3 OLC 13 — 16 May. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
BLACK VULTURE (R5): max 3 DH 5 Apr 
(DW, BP, WF); 2 Ava 23 Apr; 4 other reports 
of singles. 
Turkey Vulture: 4201 DH 5 Apr; 2679 DH 9 
Apr; record numbers over DH, intro. 
Osprey: arr SSSP 25 Mar; max 45 DH 27 Apr 
(BP); 44 DH 1 May (AS). 
N. Harrier: 27 DH 4 Apr; max 29 DH 1 May 
(AS). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 350 DH 27 Apr; max 
559 DH 1 May (AS). 
Cooper's Hawk: max 31 DH 27 Mar; 18 DH 
29 Mar. 
N. Goshawk: 2 DH 27 Apr (BP); SBP 17 May; 
four additional individuals over DH. 
Bald Eagle: 30 DH 27 Apr; max 36 DH 2 May 
(BP). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: max 110 DH 30 Mar 
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(WF), 110 DH 29 Mar. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr 5 DH 9 Apr; max 
5103 DH 21 Apr (AS); 4951 DH 23 Apr; 4295 
DH 28 Apr. 

SWAINSON’S HAWK: 2 DH 15 Apr (BP, 
AS, mob, NYSARC); DH 16 Apr (AS, BP, 
mob); DH 21 Apr (AS, WF, mob); DH 26 Apr 
(KM). 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 567 DH 29 Mar (AS); 
180 DH 30 Mar; 191 DH 9 Apr (WF). 
Rough-legged Hawk: 7 DH 30 Mar, max 13 
DH 4 Apr; 7 DH 9 Apr; last DH 21 May. 
Golden Eagle: 5 DH 8 Mar; max 6 DH 30 Mar 
(WF); last DH 17 May. 

Virginia Rail: arr 2 UM 14 Apr; 2 WP 25 Apr; 
3 Volney 25 — 29 Apr; max 6 Pville 20 Apr; 5 
CM 20 May. 

Sora: arr SP 15 Apr; 2 Fulton 26 Apr — 23 
May; 2 West Monroe 20 May. 

Com. Gallinule: arr DH 15 Apr; 6 Volney 30 
Apr; max 7 Fulton 23 May; 6 HI 27 May. 

Am. Coot: 11 OnonL 25 Mar; max 57 Skan 4 
Apr; low numbers. 

Sandhill Crane: arr SP 21 Mar; max 10 DH 2 
Apr (AS); 7 DH 1 May; 2 HI 22 May; season 
total at Derby Hill is 48. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr & max 75 Const 22 
May (BP), great number; last 31 Const 28 May. 
Semipalmated Plover: arr West Monroe 7 
May; max 30 Phoenix 17 May; 18 Bridgeport 
20 May; last 4 DB 27 May. 

Killdeer: 73 DH 24 Mar; max 106 DH 26 Mar 
(AS); 101 DH 27 Mar. 


Spotted Sandpiper: arr Syr 10 Apr; 8 West 
Monroe 7 May; max 9 OnonL 24 May. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr Bridgeport 15 Apr; 8 
DH 1 May; max 19 DB 13 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr 4 DH 4 Apr; 18 DB 22 
Apr; max 20 Bridgeport 24 Apr. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 2 DH 4 Apr; max 24 
Bridgeport 7 May; 21 West Monroe 7 May; last 
Volney 22 May. 

Greater/Lesser Yellowlegs: max 87 Loop Rd 
Montezuma 22 Apr (KM). 

Upland Sandpiper: arr Volney 21 Apr; max 2 
Volney 20 May; Poland 20 May; only locs. 
Whimbrel: arr & max 5 Const 18 May (BP); 
Const 19 May; only reports. 

Red Knot: arr & max 2 Phoenix 22 May, only 
report. 

Dunlin: arr 2 DB 13 May; max 18 Phoenix 17 
May; last 4 DB 28 May. 

Least Sandpiper: arr 6 Bridgeport 28 Apr; 
max 100 Bridgeport 18 May; last 6 DB 28 May. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 2 Cato 14 May, 
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only report. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 2 DB 8 Apr; max 3 
West Monroe 7 May; last Bridgeport 22 May. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr Bridgeport 2 
May; max & last 24 OnonL 31 May. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr & max 7 Phoenix 
17 May (WF); last OnonL 26 — 30 May; only 
locs. 

Wilson's Snipe: arr DB 4 Mar, max 24 DB 9 
Apr; 16 Volney 10 Apr. 

Am. Woodcock: 5 SFNS 20 Apr; max 12 TR 8 
Apr; 5 Williamstown 26 Apr. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Cato 14, 15 May (AD, 
mob, ph), only report. 

Bonaparte's Gull: arr OnonL 1 Apr; max 269 
Ppt 15 Apr (BP); 103 OnonL 19 Apr. 

LITTLE GULL (R5): PPt 13 Apr (BP), at 
least 10 prior Reg spring recs. 

Ring-billed Gull: 2600 OswH 19 Mar; max 
3000 FH 20 May. 

Herring Gull: 500 Phoenix 5 Mar; max 680 
OswH 3 May. 

THAYER’S GULL: Phoenix 3 Mar — 1 Apr 
(GD, mob), Ist cyc, continuing from last 
period. 

Iceland Gull: max 5 Phoenix 18 — 20 Mar; last 
OswH 2 May. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 4 Fabius 26 
Mar (CS); 3 DB 1 Apr (TS); 2 Phoenix 3 Apr; 
last OnonL 31 May. 

Glaucous Gull: max 2 OswH 21 Mar; last SBP 
19 May. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 20 Phoenix 20 
Mar, 20 OLC 23 Mar. 

Caspian Tern: arr OswH 2 Apr; 82 OLC 30 
Apr; max 126 OswH 2 May. 

Black Tern: 3 Ppt 8 May, only report. 

Com. Tern: arr SBP 15 Apr; 50 Const 15 May; 
80 Ppt 20 May; max 87 FH 22 May. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: 127 Tully 11 Mar; max 470 23 
Mar. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove/Ringed Turtle Dove 
(domestic): Syr 18 Apr (MMy), intro. 
Mourning Dove: 55 Dolgeville 7 Mar; max 91 
DH 27 Mar. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr SFNS 12 May; 2 
GLSP 14 May; 2 TR 20 May; max 4 HI 28 
May. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr Scriba 13 May; max 
4 GLSP 18 May; 3 BLNS 23 May. 
E. Screech-Owl: max 3 FH 22 May; singles at 
only 6 other locs. 
Great Horned Owl: 2 Waterville 22 Mar; 2 TR 
11 — 22 Apr; max 3 Canastota 23 Apr. 
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Snowy Owl: DH 16 Mar (AS); Syr 4 Apr (JW); 
only reports. 

Barred Owl: 3 Const 30 Apr; max 4 TR 20 
May; 3 Volney 20 May; 3 Canastota 20 May. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: BLNC 7 Mar — 1 Apr; DH 
29 Mar; Syr 11 Apr; Cold Brook 16 May. 
Com. Nighthawk: arr 2 DH 16 May; 50 DH 24 
May; max 52 DH 28 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr Const 30 Apr; max 3 
Const 18 May, 3 Salisbury 31 May; few reports. 
Chimney Swift: arr 5 Oswego 22 Apr; max 50 
UM 9 May; 32 DH 21 May; 30 DH 22 May. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr DH 1 May; 
3 Skan 18 May; 3 Westmoreland 19 May; max 
8 DH 22 May. 

Belted Kingfisher: max 5 SP 10 Apr; 4 OnonL 
22 Apr. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Manlius 8 May; 3 
SBP 11 — 20 May; Brew 19 May; max 6 FH 20 
May (JM, DWe); DH 22 May; WH 26 May; 
most reports from Lake Ontario shoreline. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: 7 Elbridge 1 Apr; 
max 8 DH 16 May. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr Fayetteville 9 
Mar; 5 SFNS 12 — 28 Apr; max 6 Hamilton 24 
Apr; intro. 

Downy Woodpecker: 6 OLC 18 Apr; max 10 
CM 16 Apr, 10 SFNS 27 May. 

Hairy Woodpecker: 4 Dolgeville 6 Mar; max 
5 SFNS 1 May. 

N. Flicker: 199 DH 9 Apr; max 215 DH 11 
Apr (AS); 96 DH 15 Apr. 

Pileated Woodpecker: 3 SFNS 28 Apr- 7 
May; 3 Redfield 14 Apr; max 4 SH 27 May. 
Am. Kestrel: max 32 DH 27 Mar; 19 DH 4 
Apr; widespread reports. 

Merlin: max 8 DH 24 Mar (AS); 6 DH 3 Apr; 
6 DH 27 Apr. 

Peregrine Falcon: max 3 Utica 29 Mar, 3 
Utica 1 Apr, 3 DH 27 Apr; Syracuse nest fails; 
four eggs hatch in Utica nest; intro. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr SBP 9 May; OF 24 
May; Westmoreland 31 May; only reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr Brookfield 6 May; max 7 
FH 20 May; 6 CM 20 May; 5 GLSP 31 May; 5 
SFNS 24 — 28 May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr 2 OswH 22 
May; max 2 Whitestown 31 May; singles at 
three other locs. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr WH 18 May (JB); 
Minetto 20 — 24 May. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr 2 Scriba 17 May; 5 OF 
25 May; max 8 SFNS 27 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr Brookfield 11 May; 
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max 9 CM 20 May; 6 Tully 20 May; 7 OnonL 
22 May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr DH 27 Apr; max 8 
Williamstown 28 Apr; 5 Orwell 19 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr SNC 26 Mar; max 23 DH 9 
Apr; 10 Williamstown 12 —21 May. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr TR 28 Apr; 6 
BLNC 16 May; max 14 CM 20 May; 7 FH 20 
May. 

E. Kingbird: arr Williamstown 23 Apr; max 18 
FH 6 May; 10 DH 18 May. 

N. Shrike: Mexico 20 Mar; TR 1 Apr; 
Cazenovia | Apr; only reports. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr Richland 28 Apr; 4 
Williamstown 6 May; max 5 TR 11 May. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr BLNC 28 Mar (JB), 
early; max 6 Williamstown 28 Apr; 4 OF 24 
May. 

Warbling Vireo: arr Volney, Tully, TR, 
Manlius, WP 28 Apr; 12 FH 13 May; 12 CM 20 
May; max 20 OnonL 29 May. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr WP 9 May; DH 17 
May; SBP 23 May; last Rome 24 May; singles 
at a few other locs. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr Manlius & SH 28 Apr; 20 
Williamstown 12 May; 30 OF 24 May; max 37 
Redfield 31 May. 

Blue Jay: 2800 DH 27 Apr; max 10695 DH 1 
May (AS); 4225 DH 4 May; 5550 DH 12 May; 
DH 14 May, leucistic individual (AS); 2375 DH 
17 May; 3290 DH 18 May; intro. 

Am. Crow: 3260 Syr 13 Mar; 1370 DH 29 
Mar. 

Fish Crow: 5 Liverpool 9 Mar; 3 Phoenix 29 
Mar; 3 OnonL 30 Mar; max 7 Belgium 17 Apr; 
DH 25 — 26 Apr; persistent presence at Phoenix 
and OnonL. 

Com. Raven: max 6 OF 28 Apr, 6 Hamilton 23 
May; 5 Fulton 23 May. 

Horned Lark: 150 Otisco Lake 12 Mar; 80 
Fabius 19 Mar; max 165 DH 27 Mar. 

Purple Martin: arr Const 17 Apr; 18 DH 2 
May; 30 Const 19 May; max 36 Loop Rd 
MNWR 29 May. 

Tree Swallow: arr Phoenix & DH 24 Mar; 550 
Phoenix 7 Apr; 475 DH 21 Apr; max 1000 
Otisco Lake 22 Apr. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr Bville 5 Apr; 
max 10 Jamesville 19 Apr, 10 Fulton 30 Apr. 
Bank Swallow: arr 3 DB 20 Apr; max 30 Skan 
21 May; 24 Phoenix 30 May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr 3 Phoenix 17 Apr; max 12 
Phoenix 7 May; 9 DH 16 May. 

Barn Swallow: arr 2 DH 3 Apr; 90 TR 30 Apr; 
max 100 Bridgeport 19 May. 

Black-capped Chickadee: max 42 Moss Lake 
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ADK 9 Mar; 30 SP 1 Apr; 21 Salisbury Center 
13 May. 

Tufted Titmouse: 9 BLNC 8 Apr; max 10 
SFNS 19 — 27 May. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 6 Hamilton 24 
Apr, 6 Orwell 28 Apr; 4 SFNS 9 May; 4 SBP 
11 — 14 May. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: max 14 SFNS 4 
May; 7 FH 20 May. 

Brown Creeper: max 6 Williamstown 3 Mar, 6 
SBP 11 — 17 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: 3 Fayetteville 9 — 20 Mar; 
max 7 Manlius 22 — 24 May (KC), adults and 
young. 

House Wren: arr Pompey 15 Apr; max 8 
Camillus 29 Apr. 

Winter Wren: 3 SH 23 Apr; max 7 
Williamstown 28 Apr; 4 OF 24 May. 

Marsh Wren: arr SSSP, Port Ontario 29 Apr; 
max 17 CM 20 May; 8 FH 20 May; 4 Pville 20 
May. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr DH 12 Apr; 4 TR 
27 Apr — 2 May; 4 Clark Reservation 30 Apr; 
max 10 CM 1 May; 4 Bridgeport 18 May, 4 GB 
24 May. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 20 SP 1 Apr; 
16 Williamstown 6 Apr; 18 Noyes Sanctuary 7 
Apr. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr TR 8 Apr; 25 WP 
22 Apr; max 30 SBP 29 Apr; last SBP 19 May. 
E. Bluebird: 8 SFNS 28 Apr; 8 GLSP 16 May; 
max 29 DH 22 May. 

Veery: arr GLSP 28 Apr; 8 Oswego 22 May; 
max 10 Erieville 27 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr SFNS, CM, 
Kirkland, 17 May; max 2 Oswego 22 — 24 May; 
FH 20 May; last Oswego 26 May. 

Swainson's Thrush: arr Oswego 9 May; 5 FH 
20 May; max 10 Oswego 22 May. 

Hermit Thrush: arr Syr 1 Apr; max 6 SP 15 
Apr; 5 BLNC 18 Apr. 

Wood Thrush: arr BLNC, SFNS WP 28 Apr; 
max 13 CM 20 May; 12 FH 20 May; 11 SH 20 
May. 

Am. Robin: 4400 DH 26 Mar; max 7133 DH 
27 Mar (WF); good numbers from DH. 

Gray Catbird: arr SNC 8 Apr; 20 GB 12 May; 
max 30 SP 17 May. 

N. Mockingbird: 3 Syr 3 Mar; 2 Fayetteville 
12 Mar —7 Apr; max 4 Clay 23 May; most 
reports from greater Syr. 

Brown Thrasher: arr SP, FH 10 Apr; max 6 
SP 17 May; 4 GLSP 28 May. 

European Starling: 700 Fabius 19 Mar; max 
2348 DH 27 Mar (WF). 

Am. Pipit: arr BLNC 9 Mar; 37 DB 13 May; 
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max 70 Oswego 20 May. 

Bohemian Waxwing: DH 18 Mar (BP), only 
report. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 1200 DH 22 May (AS); 
18 Phoenix 28 May; 18 Syr 30 May; relatively 
few reports. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: Pulaski 17 Mar; DH 30 
Mar; only reports. 

Snow Bunting: max 200 Dolge 17 Mar; 60 
Fabius 19 Mar; last OswH 2 Apr. 

Ovenbird: arr Volney 26 Apr; max 26 Happy 
Valley 17 May, 26 Redfield 31 May; 11 SH 20 
May. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr & max 2 SFNS 
12 Apr; singles reported from 13 other locs. 

N. Waterthrush: arr 2 TR 21 Apr; 7 TR 29 
Apr; 7 Hubbardsville 20 May; max 8 
Williamstown 21 May. 

Golden-winged Warbler: arr DH, Brew 1 
May; max 2 GB 21 May; GB 24 May; only 
reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr 2 SFNS 29 Apr; 
max 8 GB | — 12 May; 6 SFNS 17 May. 
“Brewster's” Warbler: SBP 14 May; Scriba 
17 May; only reports. 

“Lawrence's” Warbler: GB 20 May (D Wo), 
only report, intro. 

Black-and-white Warbler: arr DH 27 Apr; 
max 5 SFNS 11 May; 4 Williamstown 12 May; 
4 FH 13 May. 

Prothonotary Warbler: arr 2 HI 11 May 
(DC); 3 HI 22 May (CL), only reports. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr 2 SFNS 6 May; max 
24 GB 16 May (GD); 12 Syr 24 May; good 
numbers. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr TR | May; last 
SH 18 May; singles SBP, GB, & DeWitt. 
Nashville Warbler: arr Chittenango 14 Apr 
(KK), early; 5 Brew 9 May; max 7 SBP 16 
May; 5 CM 20 May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr Dolge 2 May; max 6 
SH 20 May; 4 WH 27 May. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr WP 27 Apr; 20 SP 13 
May; 12 TR 11 —20 May; max 28 CM 20 May. 
Hooded Warbler: arr BLNC 2 May; max 7 
Orwell 19 May; 5 WH 27 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr OSwH 27 Apr; 18 
Williamstown 12 May; max 35 SSSP 20 May; 
19 OnonL 28 May; 28 CM 20 May. 

Cape May Warbler: arr DH 1 May; max 12 
SBP 17 May (BP); 5 Bridgeport 14 May. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr & max 6 HI 11 May; 
Verona 14 May; 3 Ppt 20 May; GB 24 May; 
Cicero 30 May; singles 5 other locs. 
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N. Parula: arr CM, TR 1 May; max 6 SBP 11 
May; 4 FH 20 May. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr & max 12 DH 27 Apr 
(KM), early; 4 OF 24 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr FH 13 May; max 5 
DH 14 May; 4 Brew 17 May; last 2 SFNS 26 
May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr DH, TR, SFNS 1 
May; 7 Orwell 19 May; max 9 OF 24 May. 
Yellow Warbler: arr UM, SH 23 Apr; 24 
Fulton 19 May; max 40 SP 17 May; 36 CM 20 
May. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr Sangerfield 23 
Apr (JG), early; max 11 SFNS 6 May; 10 SH 
27 May. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr Midland 9 May; arr TR 
14 May; max 12 Brew 23 May, 12 FH 22 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr Oswego, 
SFNS 28 Apr; max 12 Williamstown 12 May; 7 
FH 13 May. 

Palm Warbler: arr DH 15 Apr; 12 SP 29 Apr; 
max 28 1 May. 

Pine Warbler: arr 2 BLNC 9 Apr; 5 DH 10 
Apr; max 8 DH 11 Apr; 5 TR 30 Apr. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Scriba 20 Mar, 
presumed wintering; arr SBP 4 Apr; 65 WP 22 
Apr; max 1500 DH 1 May (AS), great number; 
highest counts along Lake Ontario shore. 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER 
(AUDUBON’S): SNC 24 Apr (MM, ph), 3" 
Reg rec & 1“ spring rec. 

Prairie Warbler: arr DH 1 May; GLSP 14 — 
28 May; only reports. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr SH 23 
Apr; max 7 SFNS 5 May, 7 Bridgeport 11 May, 
7 OF 24 May. 

Canada Warbler: arr TR, SFNS 14 May; max 
3 Orwell 19 May. 3 BLNC 26 May; relatively 
few reports. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr Bridgeport 11 May; 
max 5 DH 17 May; 2 FH 20 May; relatively 
few reports. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: arr SP, BLNS 3 Apr; 8 SBP 7 Apr; 
8 SFNS 28 Apr — 17 May; max 11 GLSP 15 
May. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: 35 SP 7 Mar; max 42 
Dolge 14 Mar; last SP 29 Apr. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr Dolge 28 Mar; 22 SBP 
7 May; 15 Scriba 7 May; max 24 Clay 20 May. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 2 SFNS 10 —25 May, 
only loc. 
Field Sparrow: arr SH 21 Mar; 6 TR 14 Apr; 6 
OnonL 15 Apr; max 8 GLSP 24 Apr. 
Vesper Sparrow: arr DeWitt 2 Apr; 5 New 
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Haven 6 Apr; 2 Fayetteville 1 May; max 6 
Scriba 15 Apr (BP); relatively high counts. 
Savannah Sparrow: arr SP 4 Apr; 4 New 
Haven 6 Apr; max 6 Fulton 7 Apr; 5 GLSP 28 
May. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Richland 28 Apr; 
Albion 29 Apr — 4 May; 2 Rome 20 May; max 
3 DeWitt 26 May; singles at 3 other locs. 

Fox Sparrow: max 5 Fabius 18 Mar, 5 
Williamstown 7 Apr; 4 SFNS 3 Apr; last Syr 25 
Apr (DD). 

Song Sparrow: max 150 Scriba 4 Apr (KM); 
136 SBP 4 Apr. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: arr Elbridge 25 Apr; max 
4 SBP 14 May; around 10 rep. 

Swamp Sparrow: arr 2 Bridgeport 27 Mar; 14 
West Monroe 18 Apr; 15 TR 30 Apr; max 41 
CM 20 May. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 40 DeWitt 29 
Apr; 18 SFNS 4 May; 35 SBP 7 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Clinton 14 Mar 
(IR); arr Syr 10 Apr; 15 DH 13 May; last SP 26 
May. 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 64 Dolge 7 Apr; 59 OF 
7 Apr; 50 BLNC 10 Apr. 

Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon): Rome 9 Apr (DC, 
ph). 

Scarlet Tanager: arr BLNC 1 May; OF 2 May 
(GL), early for ADK loc; 6 TR 13 — 14 May; 7 
SFNS 16 May; max 12 DH 17 May. 

N. Cardinal: 13 Syr 14 Mar; 13 Fayetteville 18 
Apr; max 14 FH 13 May. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr WP 27 Apr; 6 
Mexico 10 May; 7 SH 11 May; max 8 CM 20 
May; 6 SFNS 21 May. 

Indigo Bunting: arr LaFayette 29 Apr; 5 DH 
22 May; max 6 GLSP 28 May. 


Bobolink: arr Volney 28 Apr; max 25 TR 14 
May; 20 Poland 23 May; 20 Hamilton 24 May. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 5484 DH 27 Mar; 
2000 TR 1 Apr; 2400 DH 1 May. 

E. Meadowlark: arr SH 16 Mar; max 22 DH 
27 Mar; 8 Fulton 11 Apr. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: ad m 
Phoenix 27, 28 May (ph, NYSARC), at least 10 
prior Reg spring recs. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr 6 Ppt 4 Mar; max 314 
Phoenix 5 Apr; 160 DH 26 Apr. 

Com. Grackle: Tully 4 Mar (GH), leucistic 
ind; max 10006 TR 2 Apr; 3000 Pville 3 Apr. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: 81 Elbridge 13 Apr; 
max 250 DH 27 Apr. 

Orchard Oriole: arr DH 1 May; 3 DB 14 May; 
max 5 GLSP 16 May. 

Baltimore Oriole: arr BLNC 28 Apr; 12 SBP 
12 May; max 36 DH 12 May (AS); 15 DH 18 
May; 14 DB 23 May. 

blackbird species: max 20000 New Hartford 2 
Apr. 

Purple Finch: 12 Dolge 21 Apr; max 125 DH 
27 Apr (AS). 

House Finch: max 14 Chittenango 12 Mar; 12 
Syr 15 Mar; 12 DH 27 Mar. 

Com. Redpoll: Oriskany 13 Mar; Cazenovia 19 
Mar; only reports. 

Pine Siskin: max 8 DH 15 Apr; 2 Dolge 27 
Apr; few reports & small flock sizes. 

Am. Goldfinch: 63 Dolge 2 Mar; max 140 DH 
1 May. 

Evening Grosbeak: 2 Elbridge 4 Mar (SS); 
max 8 SH 4 Mar (LS); only reports. 

House Sparrow: 27 Westmoreland 7 Mar; max 
30 Syr 4 Apr; 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 
98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@ yahoo.com 


Late February’s remarkably warm weather continued briefly into March, with 
Watertown’s temperature reaching 65° F on 1 March. During the subsequent 
three days temperatures steadily dropped and by the night of 5 March dipped 
below zero. The remainder of the month alternated between relatively mild and 
very cold, with an overall average monthly temperature of just 27°, well below 
normal and 3° colder than February’s average temperature. April was much 
warmer, with most of Region 6 ranging between 3° and 5° above normal. May 
was more seasonable, with most areas being just slightly cooler than normal. 
Precipitation in March was about normal, but April and May were very wet, 
with rainfall tallies generally between 150% and 200% of normal. 

Thanks to the late February warm spell, many birds that normally are 
scarce or absent from Region 6 during early March were present in substantial 
numbers. Such species included Killdeer, several species of blackbird, and most 
surprisingly American Woodcock. After about 5 March woodcock could not be 
found at any of the numerous locations where they had been heard during the 
previous week, and it seems likely that many starved when the ground froze for 
an extended period. Some of the other early arrivals seemed to fare better, but 
migration generally seemed on hold for most of March, quite a contrast to the 
burst of arrivals that preceded the beginning of the month. 

Among the highlights of the season were at least two and possibly three 
continuing Great Gray Owls at Robert Moses State Park, last seen on 1 April. 
Apparently, one of these owls was hit by a car and is now in the collection at the 
park’s nature center. On 30 April Eugene Nichols found an American White 
Pelican at Chaumont Bay, the only Region 6 report of the season of a species 
that was seen not far to the north, south, and west throughout the spring. On 2 
May Kevin McGann photographed a female Summer Tanager at Lakeview 
WMA for the first documented report I am aware of from Region 6. Perhaps not 
a true rarity but very infrequently reported in spring, a Forster’s Tern at Upper 
and Lower Lakes WMA on 11 May rounds out the season’s most unusual 
sightings. 

Most species arrived to Region 6 earlier than usual, and the average arrival 
date for 93 species monitored annually by Kingbird Regional editors was 22 
April, about six days earlier than is average for this suite of species. Twelve 
species set or tied record early arrival dates, and 71 species arrived more than 
two days earlier than their long-term average compared to just two species that 
were more than two days later. Determination of arrival dates for a few species 
was complicated by unusual large numbers of overwintering individuals, 
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especially Eastern Bluebird but also including American Kestrel and Winter 
Wren. 

Although some of this year’s early arrival dates certainly represent 
legitimately early arrival, for instance the large number of woodcock and 
waterfowl that showed up in late February, at least some of the perceived early 
arrival could be a result of increased documentation. In past years a large 
percentage of arrival dates have come from just one or two observers, but with 
the increasing use of eBird arrival dates are now spread out among many 
sources, so that the likelihood of any particular species being seen soon after 
arrival must be higher than it has been for many years. Still, based on 
observations from single, long-time observers it certainly appeared that many 
species showed up much earlier than usual. 

Golden Eagle is a good example of the radically improved coverage of 
Region 6 thanks to eBird. During the past decade I received reports of 2-5 
Golden Eagles each spring, but during this spring no fewer than 32 were 
included on eBird checklists, many with supporting photos. Will Gallup merits 
particular mention in this regard, as he documented 20 individuals migrating 
over his home in Canton in March and early April during his daily counts. Will 
is one of a growing number of eBirders providing regular bird sightings from 
portions of Region 6 that were formerly rarely visited by birders. 

The spring’s species tally was 230, a little lower than the previous two 
years but about average for the past ten. The Massena Great Gray Owls thrilled 
many birders early in the season, but my vote for the best bird of the season is 
the first well-documented Summer Tanager for the Region. This year’s spring 
migration also seemed a bit more active than it was during the past two years, 
another positive. On the negative side was the abundant rainfall that resulted in 
widespread flooding along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River, leaving 
virtually no shoreline habitat for shorebirds. Perhaps not surprisingly, no Piping 
Plovers were observed at Lakeview WMA after attempting to nest for two 
consecutive years. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


BI — Barnhart I, T Massena, STLA; BRV — Black River Valley; CB — Chaumont 
Barrens Preserve; CCSP — Coles Creek SP; ChB — Chaumont Bay; CV — T Cape 
Vincent, JEFF; FD — Fort Drum Military Reservation, JEFF & LEWI, ICNC — 
Indian Creek Nature Center, T Canton, STLA; JEFF — Jefferson County; JCSP — 
Jacques Cartier SP; KC — Kelsey Creek, T Watertown; KPSP — Kring Point SP; 
LB — Lisbon Beach, T Lisbon; LWMA — Lakeview WMA; MM — Massawepie 
Mire, T Colton & Piercefield, STLA; PilPt — Pillar Pt; PRWMA -— Perch River 
WMA, JEFF; PtPen — Pt Peninsula, T Lyme, JEFF; RMSP — Robert Moses SP; 
RRt — Remington Recreation Trail, T Canton; RWSP — Robert G. Wehle SP; 
SBSP — Southwick Beach SP; SLR — St. Lawrence Ri; STLA — St. Lawrence 
County; StPt — Stony Pt, T Henderson, JEFF; TP — Tibbetts Pt, T Cape Vincent; 
ULLWMA -— Upper & Lower Lakes, WMA; WHWMA -— Wilson Hill WMA; 


WISP — Wellesley I SP. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 9000-20000/day T 
Waddington thru 15 Mar, (intro; few after 2 
Apr; StPt 20 May. 
Brant: 7 reports migrating flocks over JEFF & 
STLA 17-19 May; max 1000 PRWMA 18 May 
(CN); only other report 55 WHWMaA 28 May. 
Cackling Goose: 2 LB 5 Mar (JB). 
Mute Swan: max 15 LWMA 27 May. 
Trumpeter Swan: T Colton 7 May & LWMA 
11-13 May, only reports away from PRWMA & 
ULLWMA where nests. 
Tundra Swan: max 7 PtPen 19 Mar; last FD 
10 Apr (JB), late. 
Wood Duck: max 30 T Watertown 28 Mar. 
Gadwall: max 19 PRWMA 3 May. 
Eurasian Wigeon: WHWMA 14 Apr (AB). 
Am. Wigeon: max 52 PRWMA 21 Apr. 
Am. Black Duck: max 35 LB 23 Mar. 
Blue-winged Teal: arr PRWMA & WHWMA 
14 Apr. 
N. Shoveler: max 31 PRWMA 26 Apr. 
N. Pintail: arr ULLWMA 26 Feb, record early; 
max 800+ BRV 2 Mar. 
Green-winged Teal: arr BRV 3 Mar; max 128 
PRWMA 7 Apr. 
Canvasback: PilPt 4 Mar; CV 22 Mar: ChB 2 
Apr, only reports. 
Redhead: max 264 CV 5 Apr. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 500 PRWMA 28 
Mar. 
Greater Scaup: max 4000+ PtPen 17 Mar. 
Lesser Scaup: max 400+ PtPen 17 Mar. 
White-winged Scoter: 3 reports; max & last 5 
SLR T Waddington 20 May. 
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Long-tailed Duck: max 2000 PtPen 17 Mar. 
Bufflehead: max 216 JCSP 23 Apr; last CV 16 
May. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 2500+ PtPen 17 Mar; 
last JCSP & WISP 7 May. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: m PtPen 10 Mar (NL); 
m & f PtPen 17 Mar (NL, JB). 

Hooded Merganser: max 128 KPSP 5 Mar. 
Com. Merganser: max 67 SLR Ogdensburg 23 
Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 250 TP 14 
Apr. 

Ruddy Duck: 7 reports between 1 Apr & 18 
May; max 6 T Lyme 8 Apr & PRWMA 14 Apr. 
Com. Loon: arr PtPen 30 Mar. 

Pied-billed Grebe: early arr FD 1 Mar; next 
report PilPt 26 Mar. 

Horned Grebe: arr T Lyme 8 Apr; max 22 
CCSP 15 Apr; only five reports from three 
locations, low. 

Red-necked Grebe: arr CPSP 14 Apr; max 11 
CCSP 15 Apr; last 7 JCSP 7 May. 
Double-crested Cormorant: arr RMSP 1 Apr. 
AM. WHITE PELICAN (R6): ChB 30 Apr 
(EN), rare R6. 

Am. Bittern: arr T Croghan 10 Apr. 

Least Bittern: arr French Creek WMA 16 
May. 

Great Blue Heron: scarce until widespread 
arrival 26-28 Mar. 

Great Egret: arr T Hounsfield 5 Apr; max 6 T 
Massena 25 May; increasing. 

Green Heron: arr CCSP & CV 28 Apr. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr Murphy I 
nesting colony 22 Apr. 
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Turkey Vulture: scarce until heavy movement 
28 Mar. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: arr T Canton 30 Mar, early. 
N. Harrier: scarce until widespread arr 29-30 
Apr. 
N. Goshawk: 3 N STLA 22 Mar to 9 Apr. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: arr T Watertown 4 
Mar; scarce until widespread arr 27-30 Mar. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr T CV 12 Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk: last PRWMA 21 Apr. 
Golden Eagle: 20 over T Canton yard between 
8 Mar & 2 Apr (WG, intro), 12 other reports 
last T Watertown 10 May; high. 
Virginia Rail: arr FD 10 Apr. 
Sora: arr PRWMA 21 Apr. 
Com. Gallinule: arr FD 18 Apr. 
Am. Coot: WHWMA 14 Apr; Wilson Bay CV 
12 May; 2 ULLWMA 19 May; only reports. 
Sandhill Crane: reports from LWMA, 
ULLWMA, Grand Lakes Reserve & T 
Louisville, all where nesting has been 
documented or suspected in recent years; 
PRWMA 15 May & T Theresa 21 May likely 
migrants. 
Black-bellied Plover: arr Tug Hill WMA 19 
May; max 2-4/day WHWMA 20 May thru. 
Semipalmated Plover: arr T Lyme 6 May, 
record early, max 8 WHWMA 26 May. 
Piping Plover: no reports LWMA, where 
successful nesting 2015 and failed nest in 2016. 
Spotted Sandpiper: arr T Pamelia 26 Apr. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr PRWMA 3 May; max 
5 T Lyme 6 May. 
Greater Yellowlegs: arr PRWMA 7 Apr; max 
27 PRWMA 13 Apr; last 2 WHWMA 26 May. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr PRWMA 7 Apr; max 
26 T Dekalb 11 May. 
Upland Sandpiper: arr FD 24 Apr; 2 T Lyme 
29 Apr, T Russell 29 Apr, T Lowville 1 May & 
T Lyme 30 May only reports away from FD. 
Dunlin: 1-2/day WHWMA 20-29 May; 2 
LWMA 27 May; only reports. 
Least Sandpiper: arr & max 12 T Henderson 
12 May; only three other reports singles thru 26 
May; low. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 17 WHWMA 29 
May, only report. 
Wilson’s Snipe: arr PRWMA 28 Mar. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: arr PRWMA 7 Apr; max 
205 ChB 14 Apr. 
Caspian Tern: arr PRWMA 7 Apr. 
Black Tern: arr ULLWMA 29 Apr, record 
early. 
Com. Tern: arr T Hammond 11 Apr. 
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Forster’s Tern: ULLWMA 11 May (JB), rare 
in spring. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Grand Lakes 
Reserve 11 May; 25+ reports, high. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr T Norfolk 16 May; 
about 50 reports. 

E. Screech-Owl: 7 reports. 

Snowy Owl: last T Lowville 14 Apr. 

GREAT GRAY OWL: 2 continuing RMSP 
last reported 1 Apr (MC, BB, mob). 
Short-eared Owl: ULLWMA 14 Apr, only 
report. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr FD 17 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr T Dekalb 25 Apr. 
Chimney Swift: 23 arr JCSP 6 May. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr T 
Stockholm 12 May. 

Belted Kingfisher: arr T Hounsfield 8 Mar. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: arr FD nesting 
grounds 1 May; CV 28 May, another traditional 
nesting site; migrants CCSP 7 May, T Ellisburg 
14 May, & KPSP 24 May. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr BRV 20 Mar; 
scarce before 10 Apr. 

N. Flicker: widespread arr 8-15 Apr. 

Am. Kestrel: arrival dates difficult to 
determine because of unusually large number 
that overwintered; gradual arr Mar & Apr. 
Merlin: about 30 reports, many from known or 
suspected nesting areas throughout R6. 
Peregrine Falcon: State Office Building T 
Watertown 6 & 26 Mar, possibly nesting; 6 
other reports 2 Apr to 18 May away from 
known nesting areas likely migrants. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr MM 18 May. 
E. Wood-Pewee: arr SBSP 12 May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr T Edwards 17 
May. 
Alder Flycatcher: arr FD 17 May. 
Willow Flycatcher: arr FD 18 May. 
Least Flycatcher: arr FD 27 Apr, tied record 
early. 
E. Phoebe: arr FD & RWSP 28 Mar. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: arr T Canton 28 
Apr. 
E. Kingbird: arr BI & ULLWMA 29 Apr. 
N. Shrike: last RMSP 8 Apr. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr T Canton 29 Apr. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr FD & T Croghan 20 
Apr. 
Warbling Vireo: arr CCSP 28 Apr. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr CV 12 May. 
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Red-eyed Vireo: arr FD 8 May. 

Horned Lark: max 60 T Canton 29 Mar. 
Purple Martin: arr PtPen 12 Apr. 

Tree Swallow: arr FD 3 Apr. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr BI 12 Apr. 
Bank Swallow: arr FD 24 Apr. 

Cliff Swallow: at Long Sault Dam nests by 12 
Apr, record early. 

Barn Swallow: arr T Canton 10 Apr. 

House Wren: arr T Canton 19 Apr. 

Winter Wren: wintering birds prevented 
certain determination of arrival date but several 
reports 11-16 Apr likely first arr. 

Marsh Wren: arr LWMA 23 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: T Potsdam 4 May; 2 RWSP 
12 May; only reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr LWMA 21 Apr. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: migrants 2 Apr to 
12 May. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr FD 10 Apr; last 
WISP 18 May. 

E. Bluebird: arr date impossible to determine 
because of numerous wintering birds; numbers 
apparently increased by 8 Apr. 

Veery: arr FD 1 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: T Clifton 26 May, only 
report. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr FD 17 May; only 5 
reports. 

Hermit Thrush: arr T Ellisburg 7 Apr. 

Wood Thrush: arr FD 26 Apr. 

Gray Catbird: arr CV & T Canton 29 Apr. 
Brown Thrasher: arr T Antwerp 12 Apr, 
record early. 

N. Mockingbird: T Massena 28 Mar, only 
report before 16 May. 

Am. Pipit: only 6 reports all between 27 Apr & 
10 May; max 18 T Croghan 4 May. 

Bohemian Waxwing: max 85 T Canton 8 Mar; 
last 2 T Canton 28 Mar. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 70 T Watertown 27-28 
Mar; FD 2 May, only report after 20 May until 
widespread arr 17 May. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Snow Bunting: max 600 T Waddington 28 
Mar; last FD 29 Mar. 
Ovenbird: arr FD 25 Apr, record early. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: three reports, earliest 
Morgan Gulf T Turin! 1 May. 
N. Waterthrush: arr ULLWMA 29 Apr. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr T Dekalb 6 May. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr FD 4 May. 
Black-and-white Warbler: arr FD & T 
Croghan 26 Apr. 
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Tennessee Warbler: arr T Edwards 2 May, 
record early; max 9 RRt 21-22 May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: 2 StPt 14 May 
(DV), only report. 

Nashville Warbler: arr FD 20 Apr, record 
early. 

Mourning Warbler: arr CB 16 May. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr ULLWMA 29 Apr. 
Hooded Warbler: Winona Experimental 
Forest 12 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr FD 1 May. 

Cape May Warbler: arr T Edwards 2 May. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr T Dekalb 12 May. 

N. Parula: arr T Edwards 2 May. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr FD 10 May. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr StPt 12 May; max 
4 FD 19 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr RRt 3May. 
Yellow Warbler: arr T Watertown 27 Apr. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr FD 2 May. 
Blackpoll Warbler: arr WISP 18 May; max 10 
RRt 26 May. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr FD 1 May. 
“Western” Palm Warbler: 1" identified to this 
form FD 26 Apr. 

“Yellow” Palm Warbler: arr CCSP 16 Apr. 
Pine Warbler: arr FD 10 Apr. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: widespread arr 15 
Apr. 

Prairie Warbler: arr FD 2 May. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr T Canton 
27 Apr. 

Canada Warbler: arr CV 16 May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr ULLWMA 14 May; 
max 3 ICNC 21 May. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: PtPen 19 Mar, early, possibly 
winter survivor; widespread arr 9-12 Apr. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: last 4 T Potsdam 3 May. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr FD 10 Apr. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: arr FD 15 May. 
Field Sparrow: arr KC 7 Apr. 
Vesper Sparrow: arr FD 10 Apr. 
Savannah Sparrow: arr FD 10 Apr. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr FD 1 May. 
Henslow’s Sparrow: arr FD 16 May. 
Fox Sparrow: arr T Brownville 15 Mar (ET), 
early; 11 reports 29 Mar to 23 Apr. 
Song Sparrow: large numbers arr 29-30 Mar. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr T Canton 14 May. 
Swamp Sparrow: arr PtPen 3 Apr. 
White-throated Sparrow: arr PilPt 16 Mar. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr CCSP & T West 
Carthage 28 Apr. 
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SUMMER TANAGER: LWMA 2 May (KM, 


photos! ). 

Scarlet Tanager: arr T Canton 9 May. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr T Canton 27 
Apr. 

Indigo Bunting: arr StPt 12 May. 

Bobolink: arr FD & T Canton 1 May. 

E. Meadowlark: primary arr 28 Mar; max 11 
PtPen. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr T Watertown 2 Mar. 
Orchard Oriole: arr T Canton 11 May. 


Pine Siskin: about 12 reports 1-2 individuals 
17 Mar to 10 May. 

Evening Grosbeak: 4 reports between 22 Apr 
& 17 May; max 5 T Stockholm 25 Apr. 


ADDENDUM 
Wood Duck: arr T Croghan 24 Feb, record 
early. 
Am. Woodcock: arr T Canton 25 Feb; many 
reports 26-28 Feb; record early. 
Tree Swallow: BI 25 Feb, very early. 


Baltimore Oriole: arr T Watertown 29 Apr. 
Red Crossbill: FD 1 May. 


REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


Bill Krueger 
40 Colligan Point Rd, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
billkrueger@ hotmail.com 


The unusually warm winter of 2016-2017 was followed by a March that was 3° - 
5° F colder than average. Rainfall equivalent for the month, due in large part to 
the blizzard of the 15", was 3"-4" greater than normal in the Valley and 5"-6" in 
the mountains. April returned to the winter’s warm trend, with temperatures 3°- 
5° warmer than average throughout the Region. Precipitation in April averaged 
4"-5", or 1"-2" greater than normal. In rollercoaster fashion May was colder than 
normal by 1°-3°. Precipitation throughout the Region varied from 4"-5" in the 
Valley to 6"-7" in the High Peaks area to 8"-9" in a small portion of SW Essex 
County. Sunshine for the season (unofficial) averaged 30% less than spring 
2016. 

As aresult of the warm winter, the broad areas of Lake Champlain did not 
freeze over in 2017. In the north end of the lake the “permanent” ice sheet 
extended only to Point au Roche. For only the second time in more than 45 years 
Treadwell Bay was free from permanent ice. The same was true at the south end 
of the lake, which was free of permanent ice from Crown Point north. The lack 
of ice allowed waterfowl, grebes, loons, and gulls to disperse over larger than 
average areas rather than concentrate at the mouths of rivers or follow the edge 
of the receding ice sheet. Still numbers and variety in March and early April 
were not adversely affected. 

The lake level went from a low of 97.7' on 27 March to a high of 99.7' in 
the third week of April. Unfortunately it was still at 98'. on 31 May. Thus there 
was never any exposed mudflat at the Chazy Riverlands, which accounts for the 
poor shorebird showing this spring. Reports from Noblewood Park were also 
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Sparse. 

This season marked the 42" consecutive year the Crown Point Banding 
Station (CPBS) operated. The 2017 season opened on 5 May and closed on 20 
May. Temperatures averaged lower than normal and rainfall was three inches 
above normal. There were only two twenty four hour periods without any rain. 
The station banded 59 species, down from 60 in 2016, and 601 individuals, 
down from 954 the previous year. Warbler species were also down from 18 in 
2016 to 12 this year. This dramatic drop is reflected in several anecdotal reports 
that this was a disappointing year for warblers in the Champlain Valley. 

The founder of the CPBS, J. M. C. “Mike” Peterson, died on 2 May 2017. 
Ave atque vale Mike. 

Highlights for Region 7 included: a report of two Barnacle Geese, a first 
for Clinton County and only the second for Region 7, on 18 March in the town 
of Plattsburgh; an Eurasian Wigeon 15 April at the Chazy Riverlands; Tufted 
Duck at Crown Point on 1 March; two separate sightings of Golden Eagle on 
13 March and 17 May at Plattsburgh and Peru, respectively; at least four reports 
of Sandhill Crane, including evidence that the species has bred again in the 
Tupper Lake region; only the second spring record of Black-headed Gull for 
the Region; the Keene Great Gray Owl, which stayed until 29 March; and a 
rare spring appearance of Connecticut Warbler in Owls Head. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Ken Adams, Elizabeth Badger, Jon Belanger, Alan Belford, Michael B. Burgess, 
Gary Chapin (GCh), Glen Chapman, Malinda Chapman, Malcolm Chesworth, 
Shelly Cigan, Joan Collins, Crown Point Banding Station (CPBS), Eric Damour, 
Joan Gallagher, Doug Gochfeld, Laura Gouch, Judith Heintz, David Harrison, 
Suzy Johnson, Bill Krueger, Remi Laurin, Jim de Waal Malefit, Larry Master, 
Brian McAllister, Kevin McGrath, Matthew Medler (MMd), Betsy Miller, 
Rebecca Miller, Michael Moccio, Paul Osenbaugh, Joseph Poliquin, Sharalyn 
Prim, Mark Robinson, Stacy Robinson, Dana Rohleder, Glen Seeholzer, John 
Shea, Patrick Tanner, John & Pat Thaxton, Jan Trzeciak, Eileen Wheeler, Enid 
Weinheier, Linnaea Wright, Michael Yuan. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AP — Ausable Pt; AM — Alderon Marsh; AT — Altona; BC — Bellmont Center; 
BG — Bloomingdale Bog; BkP — Black Pd; BMR — Blue Mountain; BT — 
Brown’s Tract; BP — Burnum Pd, CH — Cumberland Head; CL — Clorojast; CPd 
Connery Pd; CN — Constable; CP — Crown Pt, CZ — Chazy; CR — Chazy 
Riverlands; DR — Deer Ri; DI — Dickinson; EC — Essex Co; Es — Essex; FB — 
Ferd’s Bog; FR — Fiske Rd, Chazy; FtC — Fort Covington Marsh; GMt — Giant 
Mountain; HH — Heath Hill Rd; HR - Highlands Rd; HB — Holsington Beach; 
JD — John Dillon Pk; Ilk — Indian L; IL — Intervale Lowlands; KN — Keene; KB 
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— Kings Bay; LA - Lake Alice; LAb — Lake Abanakee; LAr — Lake Arnold; 
LAT — Little Ausable Ri Trail; LC — La Chute; LCI- Lake Clear; LCo — Lake 
Colby; LP — Lake Placid; LPI — Lake Pleasant; LPd — Long Pd; MM — Maple 
Meadows; MD — Mount Defiance; MP — Madawaska Pd; MR — Moffitt Rd; MV 
— Mountain View; NP — Noblewood Pk; PU — Peru; PB — Plattsburgh; PS — Paul 
Smiths; PSp — Palm Springs Dr; PtF — Point au Fer: PtR — Point Au Roche SP; 
PH — Port Henry; PC — Putts Creek; SH — Saint Home; SR — Salmon River; SbB 
— Sabattis Bog; SC — Sabattis Circle; SB — Sandy Beach; SL — Saranac L; TI — 
Ticonderoga; TB - Trombly Bay; TL — Tupper L; Valley — Champlain Valley; 
WRS — Webb Royce Swamp; WI — Willsboro; WP — Westport; WMt-— 


Whiteface Mountain; WM — Wickham Marsh. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: last CR 13 May (MMd). 
Ross’s Goose: 2 MR 19 Mar (SR). 

Brant: 25 CH 22 May (BK). 

BARNACLE GOOSE: 2 MR 18 Mar (SR, 
CG, ED), 1* CLIN, 2™ Reg record. 
Cackling Goose: TB 12 Mar (SR, CG), early 
CLIN; MR 20 Mar (SR). 

Mute Swan: 4 CR 18 May (BK). 

Tundra Swan: 2 CN 8 May (SP). 

Wood Duck: 4 AP 5 Apr (BK). 

Gadwall: 3 AP 18 Mar (SR). 

EURASIAN WIGEON (R7): CR 15 Apr 
(BK). 

Am. Wigeon: 3 CP 8 Mar (SR). 

Am. Black Duck: max 60 CP 8 Mar (SR). 
Blue-winged Teal: arr CR 22 Apr (MB). 

N. Shoveler: 2 WM 23 Apr (GC). 

N. Pintail: 2 Ti 4 Apr (SR). 

Green-winged Teal: 8 CR 7 May (MB). 
Canvasback: 4 CP 8 Mar (SR). 

Redhead: 3 CP 8 Mar (SR). 

Ring-necked Duck: max 3000 KB (JB, RL). 
TUFTED DUCK: CP 1 Mar (DG). 
Greater Scaup: 200 CP 8 Mar (SR). 

Lesser Scaup: max 800 CP 8 Mar (SR). 
scaup sp: max 1500 CP 8 Mar (SR). 

Surf Scoter: 2 BP 30 Apr (BM); 3 NP 7 May 
(SR). 

White-winged Scoter: arr 2 AP 6 Mar (SR), 
early CLIN. 

Black Scoter: 2 LCo 5 May (ABI). 
Long-tailed Duck: max 7 Lab 4 Apr (MM). 
Bufflehead: max 25 AP 11 Apr (BK). 

Com. Goldeneye: 150 CH 24 Mar ( BK). 
Barrow's Goldeneye: CB 26 Mar (GC). 
Hooded Merganser: max 25 ILk 29 Mar 
(MM). 

Com. Merganser: max 800 CP 8 Mar (SR). 
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Red-breasted Merganser: 2 AP 12 Apr (SR); 
4 WP 7 May (GC). 

Ruddy Duck: AP 7 Apr (BK): max 5 WP 7 
May (GC). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: WRS 23 Apr (GCh). 
Wild Turkey: max 12 ILk 30 Mar (MM). 
Red-throated Loon: 2 HB 12 May (SB, 
MMd). 

Com. Loon: arr AP 11 Apr (BK). 

Pied-billed Grebe: arr 2 AP 11 Apr (KM). 
Horned Grebe: 2 CH 29 Mar (BK); max 6 AP 
20 Apr (SR). 

Red-necked Grebe: TL 1 May (ABI); max 16 
6 May (SR). 

Double-crested Cormorant: 3 AP 7 Apr (BK); 
9 AP 13 May (MMd). 

Am. Bittern: WM 27 Apr (SR). 

Least Bittern: 1 SC 27 May (NO). 

Great Blue Heron: arr Chazy 29 Mar (BK); 
max 8 AP 31 Mar (BK). 

Great Egret: arr loc 5 Apr. 

Green Heron: PtR 6 May (KA, JH). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr PtR 15 Apr 
(KA). 

Turkey Vulture: max 6 Peru 11 May (BK). 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: max 6 AP 9 Apr (BK). 
GOLDEN EAGLE (R7): LAb 8 Mar (MM); 
PI 13 Mar (PO). 
Bald Eagle: PtF 23 Apr (BK); PtF 10 May 
(SR). 
N. Harrier: arr AP 8 Mar (SR). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: PtR 6 May (JH). 
Cooper’s Hawk: CH 13 Apr (SJ). 
N. Goshawk: BB 1 Apr (PT). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: RW 4 may (MB). 
Broad-winged Hawk: RW 19 Apr (BK). 
Red-tailed Hawk: MR 18 Mar (ED). 
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Rough-legged Hawk: MR 18 Mar (GC). 
Virginia Rail: 2 FR 10 May (SR). 

Sora: CR 13 May (GC, SR). 

Com. Gallinule: arr CR 27 Apr (BK). 
SANDHILL CRANE (R7): LC 22 Apr (ABI); 
PU 24 Apr (GC); SR 29 Apr (JS). 
Semipalmated Plover: LAb 28 May (MM). 
Black-bellied Plover: CR 17 May (MB). 
Spotted Sandpiper: CH 17 May (SJ). 
Solitary Sandpiper: 13 LA 13 May (GC, SR). 
Greater Yellowlegs: arr CR 16 Apr (BK). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: CR 22 Apr IMB); max 14 
CR 18 May (BK). 

Least Sandpiper: 2 MP 12 May (JP). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: CR 18 May (BK). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: CR 17 May (BK). 
Wilson’s Snipe: WRS 23 Apr (GC). 

Am. Woodcock: CP 5-16 May (CPBS). 
Bonaparte's Gull: max 200 WP 7 May 
(SR,ED). 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (R7): CR 17 Apr 
(BK). 

Great Black-backed Gull: 2 AP 7 Apr (BK). 
Caspian Tern: arr 3 AP 12 Apr (SR), early 
CLIN. 

Black Tern: 16 FtC 29 May (JS). 

Com. Tern: max 16 SB 7 May (GC). 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Black-billed Cuckoo: HH 23 MAY (EW). 
E. Screech Owl: AP 18 Apr (GC, SR). 
Great Horned Owl: IL 9 Apr (TP). 

Barred Owl: LA 13 May (GC). 

GREAT GRAY OWL: last Keene 29 Mar 
(mob). 

Long-eared Owl: SLB 23 Apr (ABI). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: SLB 23 Apr (Alb). 

Com. Nighthawk: arr PH 22 May (SR). 

E. Whip-poor-will: 2 EC 29 May (MC). 
Chimney Swift: 4 PL 20 Apr (NO). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: CH 12 May 
(SJ). 

Belted Kingfisher: arr AP 11 Apr (BK). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: CH 15 Mar (BK), 
SJ); 2 PU 10 May (PO); AP 13 May (MMd). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: AP 11 Apr (BK). 
Black-backed Woodpecker: BB 15 Apr (PT). 
N. Flicker: 2AP 30 Apr (GC). 

Pileated Woodpecker: CH 1 Apr (BK). 
Am. Kestrel: IL 13 Apr (MM). 

Merlin: RW 1 Mar (BK). 

Peregrine Falcon: CP 11 Apr (SR); PU 13 
MAY (MMd). 
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FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: 1 FB 30 May (JG). 
E. Wood-Pewee: | CL 21 May (JH). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: PS 18 May (BMc). 
Alder Flycatcher: 2 BT 31 May (J&PT). 
Willow Flycatcher: KN 21 May (J&PT). 
Least Flycatcher: WF 28 May (JC). 
E. Phoebe: 2 BB 10 Apr (EWr). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: 2 PtF 12 May 
(BK). 
E. Kingbird: PtR 6 May (JH). 
N. Shrike: last DR 14 Apr (ABI). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: CPd 21 May (GC). 
Blue-headed Vireo: AP 30 Apr (GC). 
Warbling Vireo: 2 LA 29 Apr (EB). 
Philadelphia Vireo: WF 28 May (JC). 
Red-eyed Vireo: WF 28 May (JC). 
Gray Jay: 2 SB 3 Apr ((DH); BB 15 APR 
(BMc). 
Blue Jay: max 120 18 May (CM). 
Fish Crow: PK 6 May (SR); RW 13 May (GC, 
SR). 
Com. Raven: TB 1 Apr (BK). 
Horned Lark: 12 IL 25 Mar (MM). 
Purple Martin: arr 27 May. 
Tree Swallow: 24 AP 7 Apr (BK). 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr AP 11 Apr 
(KMc). 
Bank Swallow: LA 13 May (GC). 
Cliff Swallow: LA 10 May (SR). 
Barn Swallow: AP 12 Apr (SR). 
Boreal Chickadee: JD 9 APR (TP). 
Tufted Titmouse: CR 20 Apr (SR). 
House Wren: CH 16 Apr (SJ). 
Winter Wren: 2 PC 15 Apr (SR). 
Carolina Wren: 1 CH 21 Mar NO; AP 13 May 
(MMMd). 
Marsh Wren: 2 PtF 12 May (BK). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: AP 30 Apr (GC). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 35 PtR 12 Apr 
(SR). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr 3 AP 11 Apr (BK). 
Veery: LA 13 May (GC). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: CP 5-16 May (CPBS). 
Bicknell’s Thrush: 3 WF 28 May (JC). 
Swainson's Thrush: CL 21 May (JH). 
Hermit Thrush: AP 16 Apr (SC). 
Wood Thrush: RW 13 May (GC, SR), 
Gray Catbird: LPI 7 May (JWM). 
Brown Thrasher: PSp 6 May )GC). 
N. Mockingbird: PL 28 Aprt (BK). 
Am. Pipit: 2 LCo 10 Apr (ABI). 
Bohemian Waxwing: 2 SL 4 Apr (ABI); 12 IL 
24 Mar (LM). 
Cedar Waxwing: 20 SH 4 Apr (ABI). 
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LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: last LC 2 Apr (ABI). 
Snow Bunting: 5 TB 18 Mar (GC). 
Ovenbird: 3 LA 13 May (GC). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: WI 6 May (SR). 

N. Waterthrush: WI 6 May (SR). 
Golden-winged Warbler: Es 13 May (BMc). 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr 12 May. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: WR 12 May (SR). 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: Es 13 May (BMc). 
Black-and-White Warbler: CP 29 Apr (SR). 
Tennessee Warbler: SB 20 May (MY). 
Nashville Warbler: IL 1 May (MM). 
Connecticut Warbler: MV 30 May (JT). 
Mourning Warbler: SC 18 May (JC). 

Com. Yellowthroat: PSp 6 May (GC). 

Am. Redstart: 2 LA 10 May (SR). 

Cape May Warbler: 2 CF 29 Apr (MB). 

N. Parula: 2 PtF 13 May (GC, SR). 
Magnolia Warbler: SB 20 May (MC). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: PS 18 May (BMc); 2 
AR 31 May (LG). 

Blackburnian Warbler: carly CLIN date CH 
30 Apr (BK). 

Yellow Warbler: max 13 LA 13 May (GC). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: LPI 27 May (JWM). 
Blackpoll Warbler: LP 24 May (LW), 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: HR 6 May 
(SR). 

Palm Warbler: 3 AP 30 Apr (GC). 

Pine Warbler: arr 2 11 Apr (BK). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 2 AP 16 AP (SC). 
Prairie Warbler: EC 29 May (MC). 


Black-throated Green Warbler: arr KN 27 
Apr (J&PT). 

Canada Warbler: SB 20 May (MY). 
Wilson’s Warbler: K 17 May (J&PT); AP 18 
May (MC); FB 23 May (J&PT). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: CH 16 Apr (SJ). 
Am. Tree Sparrow: 3 AP 7 Apr (BK). 
Chipping Sparrow: AP 16 Apr (SC). 
Field Sparrow: 8 PtR 6 May (JH). 
Vesper Sparrow: IL 7 Apt (LM). 
Savannah Sparrow: 2 CR 20 Apr (SR). 
Fox Sparrow: 2 TI 14 Apr (GCh); 2 PL 22 Apr 
(RM). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: 8 BMR 27 May (GS). 
Swamp Sparrow: 3 CF 29 Apr (MB). 
White-throated Sparrow: 4 AP 16 Apr (SC). 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 9 CH 11 May 
(BK). 
Scarlet Tanager: 1 LAT 21 May (MB). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 4 max CL 21 May 
(JH). 
Indigo Bunting: AP 13 May (MMd). 
Bobolink: max 12 loc 12 May (BK). 
E. Meadowlark: SL 4 Apr )ABI). 
Rusty Blackbird: 12 MV 20 Apr (JT); max 53 
MB 22 Apr (MB). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: IL 24 Apr (MM). 
Baltimore Oriole: 2 CR 12 May (BK). 
Purple Finch: 2 LA 13 May (GC). 
Evening Grosbeak: max 61 But 5 Apr (DH). 


REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 


Tom Williams 
153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd @ fastmail.fm 


March 2017 was colder (-3.3° F) and wetter (+0.86") than normal. Thoughts of 
an early spring were shattered by a late-season snowstorm on the 14" of the 
month. In Albany, 17 inches of snow fell, and there was still snow on the ground 
at month’s end. April was much warmer than normal (+5.2°), with about 
average precipitation. The high temperature reached 87° on both the 11™ and 
16" of the month. A persistent weather pattern kept the first half of May much 
cooler than expected, with a full month’s rainfall occurring in the first two 
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weeks. The second half of May featured warmer weather and more normal 
precipitation amounts, so the month ended at -0.9° cooler and +2.37" wetter than 
the long-term average. (Data from Albany location, NWS Albany.) 

Will Raup found a Greater White-fronted Goose among a flock of 
Canada Geese at the Town of Bethlehem Soccer Complex in Albany County on 
24 March. It stuck around for most of the day, to the delight of many who 
chased it down. An even more exciting goose chase occurred on 8 April, after 
Naomi Lloyd discovered what may have been the Region’s first-ever PINK- 
FOOTED GOOSE in an agricultural field along Eichybush Rd. near 
Kinderhook in Columbia County. It was embedded in a mixed flock of Canada 
and Snow Geese. Some excellent photos were obtained by Curt Morgan; they 
can be viewed by accessing his checklist on eBird.org. 

Tom McClenahan located an Eurasian Wigeon on 8 March in a group of 
waterfowl foraging in a flooded field along CR 113 southwest of Greenwich, 
Washington County. 

Another Regional rarity was seen on 8 April, when Alan Dupuis discovered a 
lone GLOSSY IBIS in a backyard along the Hudson River east of Gansevoort, 
Saratoga County. The bird had been present all day according to the 
homeowner. Alan’s remarkable photos are attached to his eBird checklist. 

Sightings of Sandhill Cranes continue to increase across the area. Small 
flocks of four to seven birds were seen in late March and the first week of April 
in Pittstown and Poestenkill, Rensselaer County, and near Kinderhook, 
Columbia County. 

Ron Harrower visited Wrights Loop in Stillwater, Saratoga County, on the 
morning of 2 May and, while he couldn’t stay to investigate fully, noted that the 
flooded field at the north end was full of shorebirds. Several birders followed up 
his notification to the HMBirds group and were rewarded with a RUFF, more 
specifically a Reeve. It lingered until the following day, affording good views to 
many observers. Liz Curley has some excellent images on her eBird checklist. 

During an areawide movement of shorebirds on 26 May, Naomi Lloyd 
picked out a Red-necked Phalarope associating with a group of Short-billed 
Dowitchers in a flooded field along Staats Island Rd. in Schodack, Rensselaer 
County. This species is infrequently found in the Region; once/5-10 yrs. 
Observers rushed to the location for this rare encounter. 

Two Little Gulls were embedded in a small group of Bonaparte’s Gulls on 
Saratoga Lake on 13 May. John Hershey and Ron Harrower were the first to 
find them. 

For the second consecutive year, Chuck-will’s-widow was reported near 
West Mountain Ski Area in Warren County. This year’s birds were seen and 
heard along Northwest Rd. near the base of the ski lift. Audio recordings were 
made, and some low-light photographs were captured. Several observers 
reported two calling birds, heard simultaneously by birders in separate locations 
along the road. 
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Stacy Robinson found and photographed a male Kentucky Warbler along 
a little-traveled dirt road north of Bolton Landing in Warren County on 7 May. 
This is by far the farthest north that the species has been reported in our area in 
recent memory, perhaps longer. 

From mid-April to mid-May Red Crossbills were reported from three 
locations: Burnt-Rossman Hills SF, Schoharie Co.; Rensselaerville SF, Albany 
Co.; and Albany Pine Bush Preserve, Albany Co. 

Zach Schwartz-Weinstein has been keeping tabs on Merlins in 
Washington Park in the City of Albany. He comments: “A pair of Merlins 
returned to Washington Park in downtown Albany for at least the second 
consecutive year. In 2016, the pair was observed copulating and eventually 
hatched two nestlings in a gingko tree on the western end of the park. In 2017, 
the pair is using a nest in a pine a few hundred yards to the east. Both nests were 
likely originally constructed by Fish Crows. The Merlins have been 
photographed preying on the hordes of house sparrows that frequent the overly- 
manicured urban park and are part of a growing trend of reports of this species 
nesting in urban locations well south of its usual breeding range.” 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, Amanda 
Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Alan Dupuis, Lindsey Duval, Larry 
Federman, Debra Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, 
Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom 
McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny 
Murtaugh, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, Stacy 
Robinson, John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz- 
Weinstein, Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison 
Van Keuren, Phil Whitney, Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will 
Yandik, Robert Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR - Alcove Res, ALBA; 
BCM - Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB 
- Bog Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - Coxsackie Creek 
Grasslands Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - Collins L, 
SCHE; CRM - Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR - Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; 
FtEG - Ft. Edward Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; 
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HP - Huyck Preserve, ALBA; OCA ~- Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; 


PRWMA - 
Historical P, SARA; TR - 


Partridge Run WMA, ALBA; SNHP - 
Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - 


Saratoga National 
Vischer 


Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife 


Sanctuary, COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 210 Crescent Power Plant 
ALBA 29 Mar. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: T Bethlehem 
ALBA 24 Mar (WR). 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: Kinderhook COLU 
8 Apr (NL), intro. 
Brant: max 300 Sleepy Hollow Lake GREE 20 
May. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 5 VFNHP 15 Apr. 
Gadwall: max 16 VFNHP 1 Apr. 
Eurasian Wigeon: near Greenwich WASH 8 
Mar (TMc). 
Am. Wigeon: max 42 VFNHP 30 Mar. 
N. Shoveler: max 8 Wrights Loop SARA 1 
Mar. 
N. Pintail: max 102 Wrights loop SARA 10 
Mar. 
Green-winged Teal: max 36 Staats I Rd 
RENN 9 Apr. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 270 Saratoga L 
SARA 26 Mar. 
Greater Scaup: max 16 Lock 7 Niskayuna 
SCHE 1 Apr. 
Lesser Scaup: max 64 Saratoga L SARA 29 
Mar. 
White-winged Scoter: max 118 Saratoga L 
SARA 22 May. 
Black Scoter: Copake L COLU 10 Mar. 
Long-tailed Duck: max 10 AR 5 Apr. 
Bufflehead: max 200 BCR 9 Apr. 
Com. Goldeneye: max 90 Stillwater SARA 12 
Mar. 
Hooded Merganser: max 115 Saratoga L 
SARA 26 Mar. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 6 Saratoga L 
SARA 21 May. 
Ruddy Duck: max 80 BCR 14 Apr. 
Red-throated Loon: 3 reports 18 Apr-14 May. 
Horned Grebe: max 4 Saratoga L SARA 8 
May. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 15 Mohawk R 
Latham ALBA 1 Apr. 
Great Cormorant: Germantown COLU 19 
Mar, only report. 
Double-crested Cormorant: arr Corning 
Preserve ALBA 24 Mar. 
Am. Bittern: arr Tambul Pond RENN 5 Apr. 
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Least Bittern: arr BCM 22 Apr. 

Great Egret: arr Henry Hudson Park ALBA 25 
Mar, early. 

Green Heron: arr BCM & VFNHP 16 Apr. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: near Sloansville 
SCHO 11 Apr, only report. 

GLOSSY IBIS (R8): near Gansevoort SARA 8 
Apr (ADu), intro. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Black Vulture: max 18 Voorheesville ALBA 
11 Apr. 
Osprey: arr Selkirk ALBA, Stillwater SARA, 
Schaghticoke SARA 29 Mar. 
N. Harrier: max 6 FtEG 7 Mar. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr Mo-He-Con-Nuck 
Preserve ALBA 9 Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk: last Fultonville MONT 
16 Apr. 
Golden Eagle: 5 reports 9 Mar- 1 May. 
Virginia Rail: arr Tracy Rd wetlands ALBA 9 
Apr. 
Sora: arr BCM 20 Apr. 
Com. Gallinule: arr BCM 6 May. 
Sandhill Crane: 7 Poestenkill RENN 26 Mar; 
4 Pittstown RENN 1 Apr; 7 Kinderhook COLU 
8 Apr. 
Black-bellied Plover: Coveville SARA 18 
May; Wrights Loop SARA 22 May. 
Semipalmated Plover: max 20 CF 26 May. 
Upland Sandpiper: arr W. Ames MONT 22 
Apr. 
RUFF: Wrights Loop SARA 2 May, intro. 
Dunlin: Staats I Rd RENN 10 Apr, early; max 
20 CF 26 May. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: max 3 Wrights 
Loop SARA 31 May. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: max 2 Wrights Loop 
SARA 6 May. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: max 58! CF 26 May 
(JC), high count. 
Wilson’s Snipe: arr Schaghticoke RENN 1 
Mar. 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (R8): Staats 
Isl Rd RENN 26 May (NL), intro. 
Spotted Sandpiper: arr Normanskill Farm 
ALBA 11 Apr. 
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Greater Yellowlegs: max 12 Stillwater SARA 
4 May. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 10 Wrights Loop 14 
May. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 121 Lake George 
WARR 6 May. 

Little Gull: max 2 Saratoga L SARA 13 May. 
Iceland Gull: last Schoharie Crossing SHS 
MONT 15 Apr. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: last 2 Staats I Rd 
RENN 7 Apr. 

Glaucous Gull: last Mohawk R Cohoes ALBA 
29 Mar; Round L SARA 29 Mar. 

Caspian Tern: Corning Preserve ALBA 1 
May; Hudson R near Greenwich 7 May. 

Black Tern: 4 Saratoga L SARA 8 May. 
Com. Tern: 2 Saratoga Lake Marine Park 
SARA 6 Apr, early; max 10 Saratoga L SARA 
8 May. 


PIGEONS -— PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Hemlock Trail 
SARA 9 May. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr W Sand Lake RENN 
12 May. 

Snowy Owl: FtEG thru 9 Mar; Averill Park 
RENN 19 Mar. 

Short-eared Owl: last FLEG 15 Apr. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Schodack I SP RENN 17 
May. 

CHUCK-wILL’S-wIDOW: max 2 West Mt 
Ski Area WARR 30 May, intro. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr nr Stanton Pond ALBA 
6 May. 

Chimney Swift: arr Normanskill Farm ALBA 
22 Apr. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr nr 
Craryville COLU 25 Apr. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Featherstonehaugh 
SF SCHE & FR 23 May. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr Buckingham Pond ALBA 
11 May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr Hand Hollow 
Cons Area COLU 23 May. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr FR, Albany Co Rail 
Trail ALBA 17 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr OCA 13 May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr Guilderland ALBA 26 
Apr. 

E. Phoebe: arr mult loc 28 Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr Albany Co Rail 
Trail, BMB 28 Apr. 

E. Kingbird: arr APBP 24 Apr. 

N. Shrike: last FLEG 30 Mar. 
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Yellow-throated Vireo: arr Drowned Lands 
Swamp Cons Area COLU 30 Apr. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr mult loc 16 Apr. 
Warbling Vireo: arr. Drowned Lands Swamp 
Cons Area COLU 27 Apr. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr Deer Mt Nature Trail 
ALBA 30 Apr. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr Selkirk ALBA 
5 Apr. 

Purple Martin: arr Saratoga L SARA 27 Apr. 
Tree Swallow: arr mult loc 28 Mar, late arrival 
date. 

Bank Swallow: arr mult loc 19 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: arr Staats Is] Rd RENN, Meads 
Ln Delmar ALBA 9 Apr. 

Cliff Swallow: arr Ft Edward WASH 30 Apr. 
House Wren: arr FR 16 Apr. 

Marsh Wren: arr CRM 15 Apr. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr FR 10 Apr. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr near Livingston 
COLU 3 Apr. 

Veery: arr BMB 28 Apr. 

Bicknell’s Thrush: Plateau Mt GREE 27 May; 
Sugarloaf Mt GREE 28 May. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr Olana COLU 4 May, 
early. 

Wood Thrush: arr mult loc 28 Apr. 

Brown Thrasher: arr nr Craryville COLU 10 
Apr. 

Am. Pipit: Wrights Loop SARA 26 Mar, 2 
May, only reports. 


LONGSPURS — WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: last FLEG 18 Mar. 
Snow Bunting: max 1000 Kingsbury WASH 
16 Mar; numerous reports 15-18 Mar following 
snowstorm. 

Ovenbird: arr Gloversville FULT 19 Apr, 

early. 

Worm-eating Warbler: arr Drowned Lands 
Swamp Cons Area COLU 3 May; reports from 
six COLU loc & two ALBA loc during the 
period. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr nr Huntersland 
SCHO 7 Apr. 
N. Waterthrush: arr Stillwater SARA 27 Apr. 
Golden-winged Warbler: 2 near Putnam Sta 
WASH 30 May, only report. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr Greenport Cons 
Area COLU 23 Apr. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: near Putnam Sta 
WASH 30 May, only report. 
Black-and-white Warbler: arr Hudson 
Crossing P SARA 26 Apr. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr APBP 12 May. 
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Nashville Warbler: arr multiple locations 29 
Apr. 

Mourning Warbler: arr FR 19 May. 
KENTUCKY WARBLER (R8): near Bolton 
Landing WARR 7 May (SR), intro. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr mult loc 28 Apr. 
Hooded Warbler: arr Normanskill Farm 
ALBA 2 May; nine reports during the period. 
Am. Redstart: arr Drowned Lands Cons Area 
COLU 28 Apr. 

Cape May Warbler: arr APBP 9 May. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr Harlem Valley Rail 
Trail COLU 4 May. 

N. Parula: arr mult loc 2 May. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr Peebles Is] SARA, 
Rensselaerville ALBA 30 Apr. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr E Greenbush 
RENN 8 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr Albany County 
Rail Trail ALBA 28 Apr. 

Yellow Warbler: arr near Livingston COLU 22 
Apr. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr near Livingston 
COLU 28 Apr. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr APBP, Drowned Lands 
Swamp Cons Area COLU 11 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr Palenville 
GREE & APBP 28 Apr. 

Palm Warbler: arr nr Livingston COLU 3 Apr. 
Pine Warbler: arr Moreau Lake SP SARA 8 
Apr. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr Schoharie 
Crossing SHS MONT 10 Apr. 

Prairie Warbler: arr APBP 28 Apr. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr PRWMA 
16 Apr. 

Canada Warbler: arr PRWMA 29 Apr, early. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr Drowned Lands Swamp 
Cons Area | May, early. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr near Hudson 
COLU 28 Apr. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: last 2 VFNHP 23 Apr. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr Hudson COLU 12 Apr. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: arr FtEG 20 May. 
Field Sparrow: arr near Livingston COLU 3 
Apr. 

Fox Sparrow: arr Spencertown COLU 5 Mar. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr Stuyvesant 
COLU 26 Apr. 

Vesper Sparrow: arr The Crossings ALBA 10 
Apr. 

Savannah Sparrow: arr Kinderhook COLU 8 
Apr. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr Guilderland ALBA 1 
May. 

Swamp Sparrow: 2 BCM | Mar, early or 
overwintered? 

E. Towhee: arr Mosher Marsh Preserve MONT 
1 Apr. 

Scarlet Tanager: arr BMB 28 Apr. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr VFNHP 23 Apr, 
early. 

Indigo Bunting: arr Spencertown COLU 29 
Apr. 

Bobolink: arr T Florida MONT 28 Apr. 

E. Meadowlark: arr near Linlithgo COLU 2 
Mar. 

Orchard Oriole: arr near Cambridge WASH 
25 Apr. 

Baltimore Oriole: arr APBP, Guilderland 
ALBA 28 Apr. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 75 Papscanee I NP 
RENN 6 May. 

Pine Siskin: max 2 mult loc; 16 reports overall. 
Red Crossbill: 2 Burnt Rossman Hills SF 
SCHO 19 Apr; 2 Rensselaerville ALBA 30 
Apr; 8 APBP 2 May, 11 May. 

Evening Grosbeak: max 3 Elka Park GREE 30 
Apr; 10 reports overall. 


250 


The Kingbird 2017 September; 67 (3) 


REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 
16 Coronet Rd., Yonkers, NY 10710 
BochnikM@cs.com 


The season started out warm, with Poughkeepsie reaching 65° F on 1 March, but 
then plunged into one of the coldest Marches on record. A late winter freeze 
started on 10 March and continued for two weeks. Poughkeepsie hit a low of 6° 
on the 13". During this cold snap a Nor’easter dumped 8 to 20 inches of snow 
and sleet on the Region on 14 March. Poughkeepsie dipped into the teens on 14 
days during the month and came in 4.1° below normal. This stalled any further 
blooming of early plants like forsythia, as well as any early leaf-out in April. 
Precipitation was above normal at 5.3". April was the complete opposite, with 
temperatures 4.3° above normal and only 2.54" of precipitation. A good 
movement of migrants arrived on 28 April, with temperatures in the Region 
reaching the mid-eighties. May averaged out to normal temperature and 
precipitation but was colder than normal for the first half. Poughkeepsie saw 
lows in the 30s from 8 to 12 May. A blocking weather system made migration 
slow for early May. Leaf-out was historically on time starting 5 May in southern 
Westchester and proceeded quickly north. This is later than average for the past 
20 years. The second half was warm, with temperatures in the 90s on 17 and 18 
May. 

Scott Baldinger found a distant swan at the Bashakill on 12 April. Initially 
identified as a Tundra Swan, Bruce Nott and Linda Scrima were able to 
photograph it that evening as it moved closer. After viewing the photos John 
Haas believed it was a Trumpeter Swan. Further discussion between birders 
concluded that it was indeed a Trumpeter, Sullivan County’s first record of this 
bird. As with all Trumpeters, whether it’s a wild bird, an escape, or an offspring 
of the birds now breeding in northern New York is anybody’s guess. The bird 
was not marked or banded. All three scoters as well as Red-breasted Merganser 
made appearances inland. Glossy Ibis were found in Warwick, Otter Creel 
Preserve, and the Black Dirt Region in April. They were also seen in the more 
expected location of Marshlands Conservancy. 

Jeff Gerlach spotted a Swallow-tailed Kite over Hopewell Junction on 20 
May. It flew in and circled two large sycamore trees for a minute or two. It 
appeared to be catching insects from the tree leaves and branches before flying 
off. Unfortunately, no picture was obtained. Continuing the theme of inland 
rarities, an American Oystercatcher was at Piermont Pier 21 March and two 
Red-necked Phalarope were at the Camel Farm in Orange County on 30-31 
May. 

Red-headed Woodpecker and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker continue 
becoming more widespread as both were reported in nearly all counties into late 
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May. A Northern Shrike was a one-day wonder photographed in Rockefeller 
Preserve on 4 April. 

The first appearances of many warblers were early although none set any 
record early dates. Prothonotary Warblers were found at the Cary Institute from 
27 April until mid May and at D&H Linear Park on 18 May. 

An Ipswich Sparrow was discovered at Croton Point Park on 8 March and 
was last seen on the 12". In very encouraging news, a Henslow’s Sparrow 
returned to Shawangunk Grasslands National Wildlife Refuge on 23 May and 
continued into June. The last time Henslow’s Sparrow bred here was in 1993, 
and the species last appeared without breeding in 2001 and 2002. Close by in the 
same fields, a Dickcissel was found a few days earlier on 20 May and also 
continued into June. 

Other notable species include: Red-necked Grebe, Little Blue Heron, 
Tricolored Heron, King Rail, Sandhill Crane, Lapland Longspur, Orange- 
crowned Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Nelson's Sparrow, Summer 
Tanager, Boat-tailed Grackle, Red Crossbill, White-winged Crossbill, Common 
Redpoll, and Evening Grosbeak. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Michael Adams, Patricia Aitken, Janet Allison, Jessica Arcate, Kathleen 
Ashman, John Askildsen, Scott Baldinger, Gail Benson, Kelli Bochnik, Michael 
Bochnik, Paul Bourdin, Jodi Brodsky, Emma Bruno, Jackie Bruskin, Carmen 
Burdock, Adrian Burke, Tom Burke, Deborah Busby, Barbara Bultler, Sean 
Camillieri, Gef Chumard, Mary Collier, Matt Corsaro, Rebekah Creshkoff, 
Patrick Dechon, Mark DeDea, Louis DeMarco, Jacob Drucker, Frank Durso, 
Walter Eberz, Evan Edelbaum, Scott Fackenthall, Claudius Feger, Debra 
Ferguson, Ken Feustel, Suzy Feustal, Bill Fiero, Valerie Freer, Lila Fried, Jeff 
Gerlach, Menachem Goldstein, Elijah Goodwin, John Grant, M Grant, John 
Haas, Rick Hansen, Valerie Heemstra, Marilyn Henry, Robert Howard, Jesse 
Jaycox, David Johnson, Alex Kearney, Deborah Kral, Gordon Lam, Scott 
Lenhart, Marianne Levine, Patricia Lindsay, Maria Loukeris, Karen Maloy, 
Barbara Mansell, Jim Marks, Dennis McConnell, Shaun McCoshum, Curt 
McDermott, Kenneth McDermott, Gerry McGee, Kevin McGrath, Ruth 
McKeon, Arnold Meier, Mack Meller, Cody Miller, Karen Miller, Robert 
Miller, Shai Mitra, Karmela Moneta, Frank Murphy, Bruce Nott, Mike O'Neill, 
Suzanne O’ Rourke, Dixon Onderdonk, Gerhard Patsch, Linda Pistolesi, Carena 
Pooth, Adrienne Popko, Linda Powell, Peter Relson, Charlie Roberto, Linda 
Rohleder, Susan Rogers, Matthew Rymkiewicz, Jesse Sargent, Justin Schmidt, 
Peter Schoenberger, Bob Schriber, Linda Scrima, Steve Schuyler, Robert 
Senerchia, Lynn Skolnick, Zack Smith, Michele Sorensen, Clay Spenser, Peter 
Stewart, Rob Stone, Matthew Strobino, Ann Swaim, Gilbert Thomson, Herb 
Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Larry Trachtenberg, Debbie Van Zyl, Lance 
Verderame, Kai Victor, Jeff Victor, Chet Vincent, Linda Walter, Rufus 
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Wareham, Kent Warner, Carol Weiss, Alan Wells, Phillip Wilson-Camhi, Jim 


Yates, Matthew Zeitler, Gary Zylkusk1. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CPP — Croton Point P; EGR — Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC — 
Marshlands Conservancy; RNC — Rye Nature Center; Stn — Station; SGNWR — 


Shawangunk Grasslands NWR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 700 Bashakill 24 Mar. 
Ross’s x Snow Goose: Blue Chip Farm 2 Mar 
(DF, DO). 
Cackling Goose: Tarrytown Lakes 17 Mar 
(EG). 
TRUMPETER SWAN: Bashakill 12-18 Apr 
(SB, BN, JH, VF, KMcD), ph, 1* SULL record, 
intro. 
Wood Duck: max 450 Bashakill 27 Mar. 
Ring-necked Duck: a few lingered to late May. 
Surf Scoter: Esopus 3, 9 Mar (PSc, KW); Port 
Ewen 18-3 Mar (MD, DF, PSc, WT); 3 
Kingston Pt 1 Apr (WT); 2 Kiamesha L 21 Apr 
(JH,SB,BM). 
White-winged Scoter: 3 Ashokan Res 26 Mar 
(PSc); Glenmere L 1 May (MZ, KA); 96 EGR 1 
May (GB); Cornwall Bay 2 May (BN); 
Kiamesha L 21 Apr, 2 May (JH); 27 Neversink 
Res 2 May (JH); Yankee L 2 May (JH); 20 
Esopus 20 May(GT). 
Black Scoter: Kingston Pt 1 Apr (WT); 
Bannerman’s I 20 Apr (KMcD). 
Long-tailed Duck: EGR 1 May, late. 
Bufflehead: Ashokan Res 12 May, latest?. 
Red-breasted Merganser: more inland & late 
records than usual; Croton Falls Res 14 Apr 
(SC); Wickham L 1 May (MZ); 9 EGR 1 May 
(GB); Cornwall Bay 2 May (BN); Saugerties 
Lighthouse 19 May; Neversink R 29 May (JH). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Bashakill 20 Apr. 
Ruffed Grouse: Bashakill 24 Apr; 2 
Woodstock 29 Apr; Wolf brook 15 May; 3 
Woodstock 20 May; Buttercup East 21 May. 
Red-throated Loon: few lingered to late May. 
Horned Grebe: 9 Bashakill 5 Apr; Croton R 22 
May. 
Red-necked Grebe: Staatsburgh 21 Mar (CP); 
8 Saugerties 1 Apr (PSc); 3 Morningside P 8 
Apr (JH); 3 Ashokan Res 14 Apr (PSc). 
Least Bittern: arr 2 Amenia 30 Apr; Great Vly 
5 May; 2 Sharon Stn 2 May; Tivoli Bays 29 
May. 
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Great Egret: arr Kensico Res 25 Mar; 2 
Congers 26 Mar. 

Little Blue Heron: MC 2-13 May; Kingston 
Res 24-26 May (MD, WT, PSc). 

Tricolored Heron: MC 13-23 Apr (GB, TB). 
Cattle Egret: Piermont Pier 26 May (LPi). 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: arr New 
Rochelle 14 Apr. 

Glossy Ibis: Warwick 7 Apr (LS); Otter Creel 
Preserve 9 Apr (SMc); 2 Black Dirt Region 9 
Apr (Abu, LF, JD); 1-2 MC 13, 20, 30 Apr, 3- 
10 May (GB). 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
SWALLOW-TAILED KITE: Hopewell Jct 
20 May (JGe), intro. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr Bashakill 2 Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Callicoon 25 Mar. 
Golden Eagle: 1-2 Dover 4, 11, 21, 22 Mar; 
Amenia 5 Mar; Dover Plains 13 Mar; 
Stanfordville 24 Mar, 1 Apr. 

Clapper Rail: MC 1 May. 

King Rail: Great Vly WMA 23 Apr (PSc, FM, 
KMcD). 

Sandhill Crane: 3 Walden 5 Mar (KMcD); 3 
Warwick 18 Mar (DM); 3 SGNWR 24 Mar 
(CS); 4 Wallkill 26-28 Mar, 1 Apr 
(CMc,KMcD,GB); Rhinebeck 31 Mar (JSc); 6 
Fishkill 7 Apr (LPo); 2 Liberty March 9 Apr 
(WE); Bashakill 10 May (KF, SFe). 
Black-bellied Plover: 4 Kinston 6 May; 
Morningside P 13 May; 3 Wallkill R NWR 20 
May; 3 Piermont Pier 29 May. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr 7 May. 

Am. Oystercatcher: Piermont Pier 21 Mar 
(EE); 4 EGR 25 Mar. 

Willet: MC 13, 17 Apr (TB,GB,AS). 

Upland Sandpiper: arr SGNWR 13 Apr; max 
l. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Piermont Pier 21 May 
(LP). 

Dunlin: 2 MC 1 May (GB). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Camel Farm 7 
May (RSt, MZ, LS). 
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Pectoral Sandpiper: arr Fancher Davidge P, 
Middletown 30 Mar. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 38 Blue Chip Farm 26 
May (JoB, CS). 

Wilson’s Snipe: max 11 CPP 26 Mar (CR). 
Red-necked Phalarope: 2 Camel Farm 30, 31 
May (MZ, JH, KM1) 

Bonaparte's Gull: 6 EGR 11 Mar; Wickham L 
27 Mar; Bashakill 6 Apr; 12 Kingston Pt 7 Apr; 
2 Neversink Res 12 Apr, 12 May; 20 Piermont 
Pier 13 Apr; 9 Esopus 15 Apr; max 40 Ashokan 
Res 15 Apr; 3 CPP 20 Apr; Newburgh 20 Apr; 
3 Kiamesha L 21 Apr. 

Laughing Gull: arr MC 13 Apr. 

Iceland Gull: 2 Millerton 2 Mar (JAs). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Beacon 5 Mar 
(CuM); Port Ewen 5 Apr (MD); CPP 9 Apr 
(AS); Newburgh 20 May (KMcD). 

Caspian Tern: Bashakill 5 Apr; Sauuerties 14 
Apr; CPP 17 Apr; 3 Kingston 20 Apr; Kingston 
6, 7 May; CPP 30-31 May. 

Com. Tern: Yankee L 21 Apr (JH); Neversink 
Res 5 May (JH). 

Forster’s Tern: MC 19 Apr. 

Black Skimmer: CPP 30-31 May (AS). 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Pochuk Mt State 
Forest 29 Apr. 

Barn Owl: New Paltz 16 Mar (LW, KMo). 
Short-eared Owl: CPP 20 Mar (CR). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Callicoon 27 Mar (RC); 
Slide Mt 23 May (LD). 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Mount Vernon 2 May; 
max 402 Bashakill 18 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr Warwarsing 11 Apr; 
Woodstock 28 Apr; Wallkill 30 Apr; Dover 8 
May; Kingston 12,13 May; Bedford 17 May; 
max 4 Bashakill 12 May; Esopus 23 May. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: becoming more 
widespread especially in ULS;. Wappinger 
Falls 27 Mar; 2 Weston Marsh 13 Apr; Mt 
Kisco 30 Apr; 2 Muscoot Farm 1 May; max 3 
Harcourt Sanc 8 May; Millbrook 11-13 May; 
Saxon Woods 16 May. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: now reported all 
counties to late May. 

Monk Parakeet: 14 New Rochelle 23 Apr. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: 2 Doodletown 17 
May; Woodstock 17 May; New Paltz 21 May; 
Lloyd 21 May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Wallkill R NWR 
22 May; Peach Hill 28 May. 
Acadian Flycatcher: arr 17 May. 
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N. Shrike: Rockefeller Preserve 4 Apr (AS). 
White-eyed Vireo: arr Teatown L 17 Apr; 
SGNWR 24 May. 

Purple Martin: arr 5 Montgomery 18 Apr; 
max 40 New Paltz 17 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Rockefeller SP 10 
May; Rye Nature Center 11 May; Ulster Park 
13 May; Esopus 18 May. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr Sterling Forest 30 Apr 
(PW.PL, SMi). 

Am. Pipit: 20 SGNWR 2 Mar. 


LONGSPURS — WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: O’ Leary Farm, Salt Point 
18 Mar (BB). 

Snow Bunting: max 36 Ashokan Res 19 Mar. 
Worm-eating Warbler: arr Lamont Campus 
25 Apr. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Woodstock 3 Apr. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr Wassaic 29 Apr. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr Peach Hill P 24 
Apr. 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler: Esopus 2-14 May 
(MCor, WT) 

Prothonotary Warbler: Cary Institute 27, 29 
Apr, 1-2, 15 May (AP, CP, HT, CS, DK); D&H 
Linear P 18 May (TB, GB). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: New Paltz 2 May 
(ZS). 

Mourning Warbler: Stony Kill Farm 4 May; 
Woodstock 14-15 May; Doodletown 20 May; 
New Paltz 21 May; Warwarsing 28 May. 
Kentucky Warbler: Buttercup West 20 May 
(BMa); Sterling Forest 19 May (KMcD). 
Hooded Warbler: arr Doodletown 28 Apr. 
Cape May Warbler: arr 2 Saugerties 27 Apr 
(SC), Reg record early. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr Doodletown 28 Apr. 
N. Parula: arr 11 Apr, Reg record early. 
Yellow-throated Warbler: Eastchester 12 May 
(JaB). 

Prairie Warbler: arr Bashakill & Rockefeller 
25 Apr. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Doodletown 17 May; 
Tuxedo Park 18 May; Wallkill River NWR 
20-28 May; Peach Hill 22 May; Sterling Forest 
SP 

27-28 May. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Vesper Sparrow: arr Bashakill 3 Apr; CPP 12 
Apr; Amenia 5, 13 May; 2 Greig Fm 10, 28 
May. 
“Ipswich” Sparrow: CPP 8, 12 Mar (VH, KV, 
JV) 
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Grasshopper Sparrow: arr 2 SGNWR 26 Apr; 
max 12 SGNWR 27 May. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: SGNWR 23-31 May 
(FM, KMcD, MZ). 

Nelson's Sparrow: SGNWR 22 May (PR), ph. 
Fox Sparrow: max 13 CPP 18 Mar. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Bashakill 28 Apr. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr Bedford 1 May; 
Liningston Manor 2 May; Yankee L 2 May; 4 
Wurstboro 5 May; CPP 23 May. 

Summer Tanager: Lake Grove Cemetery 9, 10 
May (LS). 

Dickcissel: SGNWR 20-31 May (KMa). 
Boat-tailed Grackle: MC 15, 22 May (GB, DJ, 
TB). 


Orchard Oriole: arr CPP 24 Apr. 

Baltimore Oriole: Middletown ,10, 12, 14, 30 
Mar (KMi), overwintered. 

Red Crossbill: 8-20 Esopus 23-24, 31 May 
(RW). 

White-winged Crossbill: 3 Hyde Park 22, 26 
Apr (GP, RSe). 

Com. Redpoll: 4 Kiamesha L 5 Apr 

Pine Siskin: 25 Woodbourne 5 Apr; max 40 
Mohonk House 16 Mar. 

Evening Grosbeak: 10-15 Stone Ridge 1 Mar- 
24 Apr (PA, MR, JM); 2 Ellenville 5 Mar; 5 
Clintondale 14 Mar (JJ); 10 Parksvulle 29 Mar; 
18 Parksville 13, 18 May (SB, JH, KM1); 2 
Salisbury Mills 14 May (LR). 


REGION 10—MARINE 


Seth Ausubel 
49 Sentinel Road, Washington Crossing, PA 18977 
birdherpbug@ gmail.com 


After a very mild February, March took us by surprise with the return of winter. 
The mean temperature at Islip was 39.2° F, 2.2° below normal. Precipitation was 
above normal, for example 5.45" at Islip, 2.01" above normal. March also 
featured a large winter storm on the 13'"-14". Around 8" of snow fell and mostly 
turned to solid ice as melting snow and mixed precipitation froze. April 
temperatures were above normal and precipitation near normal. The average 
temperature at Islip was 53.4°, 4.3° above normal. 3.67" of rain fell, 0.67" below 
normal. Temperatures in May were near normal, 58.7° at Islip, 0.1° above 
normal. While precipitation was near normal over eastern Long Island, 4.16" at 
Islip was 0.38" above normal. May was wet over the western portion of Region 
10. For example, 6.38" of rain fell at Central Park, 2.19" above normal. This 
included 3.02" on 5 May. 

The aftermath of the snow and ice storm of 13-14 March was trouble for 
some early migrants, especially American Woodcock. The storm stranded many 
birds. Record numbers were found 15-16 March in several locations. For 
example, a single observer found 21 American Woodcocks in Central Park on 
16 March, concentrated in the few areas of open ground. Another observer 
reported a conservative estimate of 44 birds in the park that day. The birds did 
not fare well, with many becoming the prey of Red-tailed and Cooper’s Hawks. 
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Also notable is that the Wild Bird Fund received 55 American Woodcocks from 
Manhattan during this period. 

Lingering winter rarities were few and included two Ross’s Geese, a 
Sandhill Crane that stayed at Wainscott Pond in Southampton, Suffolk County 
through 20 April, and a Townsend’s Solitaire in Southold, Suffolk County 
through 8 April. Dick Veit discovered a Mew Gull at Miller Field, Staten Island 
on 29 March and a Yellow-headed Blackbird that visited Great Kills Park, 
Staten Island from 2-6 March. He also found a first winter Thayer’s Gull at 
Great Kills Park on 31 March. This will likely prove to be the final Thayer’s 
Gull report in Kingbird Region 10 while the bird remained on the American 
Ornithological Union (now AOS) checklist. Two Rufous Hummingbirds 
remarkably persisted through the winter at a feeder in Aquebogue, Suffolk 
County until 2 April. Even more remarkably, a Northern Waterthrush 
overwintered at Southards Pond Park, Babylon, Suffolk County and was last 
recorded on 7 April. 

The passerine migration was typically punctuated this season with a few 
nice fall-outs. Peak migration was 15-16 May, when, for example, 23 species of 
warblers were reported in Forest Park, Queens on 16 May, among large overall 
numbers of birds. Diversity was good through the season, though numbers were 
reduced. An early peak occurred on 29 April, when 19 species of warblers were 
reported in Central Park. This peak coincided with a migrant land bird fall-out, 
noted mostly at coastal locations, of species typically recognized as “over- 
shoots”. These are neotropical migrants of southern breeding distribution and 
uncommon in our area or seasonally early. For example, Hooded Warbler, Blue 
Grosbeak, and Indigo Bunting were unusually abundant around 29 April. 
Several Prothonotary Warblers, Kentucky Warblers, and Summer Tanagers were 
also discovered during this period, though the latter species was unusually 
abundant throughout late April and May. Additional examples can probably be 
gleaned from the eBird database. As has been discussed previously in The 
Kingbird and more recently on the NYSBirds Listserv by Shai Mitra, Peter 
Reisfeld, and others, this is the signature of a phenomenon that has been termed 
a “slingshot”, in which weather events displace migrants over several days and 
large distances. In this event, Reisfeld reported weather radar information that 
may corroborate the slingshot effect. As he reported: “...on the nights of April 
24 and 25 there was storm activity from the southeast which reached landfall 
along a broad area of the mid-Atlantic coastline. This was followed by a pattern 
of fairly heavy migration starting from Delaware and Maryland on the 26", and 
fully reaching our area over the night of the 27°”. 

Common Ravens nested in at least four locations in Region 10 this season. 
As of the end of May, at least five fledglings were produced with an additional 
three or more young still nestlings. Not surprisingly, raven reports were 
widespread and included several from the barrier beaches, notably a remarkable 
five tallied by Brent Bomkamp on 30 April. 
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As noted above, Summer Tanagers made a great showing this year. There 
were over 30 reports. At least one was reported almost every day in Forest Park 
from 7-20 May. Yellow-throated Warblers did not return to nest at Connetquot 
River State Park, Suffolk County, but reports of two males at the nearby Bayard- 
Cutting Arboretum through the end of the season raises hopes of nesting there. 

There was a fine crop of rarities this season among the 303 species 
reported in Region 10. The rarest was undoubtedly a Yellow-nosed Albatross 
seen by Pete Morris and Taylor Sturm at Robert Moses State Park, Suffolk 
County on 6 May, a day when a storm produced many seabird sightings. Taylor 
somehow managed to get video of the bird as it flew east. The albatross made 
their sighting of a Pacific Loon during the same sea watch seem rather hum- 
drum. Another Pacific Loon was seen at Timber Point, Great River, Suffolk 
County on 27 April by Dave Klauber, Bobby Rossetti, and Doug Futuyma. A 
Mississippi Kite was seen at Clove Lakes Park, Staten Island on 20 May. 
Bobby Berlingeri spotted a fly-over White Ibis at Valley Stream State Park, 
Nassau County on 28 April. Tim Healy found a White-faced Ibis at Cow 
Meadow Park, Freeport, Nassau County on 30 May. A Black-necked Stilt was 
photographed at Napeague, Suffolk County on 14 May, and two were found by 
Steve Walter at Jones Beach West End on 30 May. Ken Feustel found a Ruff at 
Timber Point on 20 April, and a female was at Cedar Beach, Southold, Suffolk 
County on 10 May. A Red Phalarope was discovered at Randalls Island, New 
York County on 26 April by David Barrett. An early Arctic Tern was seen by 
Shai Mitra and Pat Lindsay at Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk County on 6 
May. A South Polar Skua was seen offshore on 22 May. Shane Blodgett found 
a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Calvert-Vaux Park, Brooklyn on 16 April. A 
Swainson’s Warbler discovered by Ed Crowne delighted many at Prospect 
Park 24-28 May. An adult male Painted Bunting was photographed at a feeder 
in Oakwood Heights, Staten Island, on 2 May. 

The 50,000 Brant reported from Jamaica Bay on 7 May is surely a sign of 
the times. With the decline of their preferred food, eelgrass, the geese are 
feeding on the abundant alga called sea lettuce (Ulva lactuca). The sea lettuce is 
proliferating in shallow estuaries of our Region due to excessive discharges of 
nitrogen from sewage. 

Work to close the breach in the West Pond at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge was finally completed in May 2017, almost five years after Hurricane 
Sandy. Time will tell whether the effort results in the restoration of freshwater 
habitat. 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Italics: Sent end-of-season report. Robert Adamo, Patricia Aitken, Deborah 
Allen, Bob Anderson, Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh, David Barrett (DBa), 


Catherine Barron, Rob Bate, Debbie Becker, Ed Becher, Gail Benson, Bobby 
Berlingeri, Orhan Birol, Ardith Bondi (ABo), Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp 
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(BBo), Thomas W. Burke, Cesar Castillo, Steve Chang, Anthony Ciancimino 
(ACi), Mike Cooper, Ed Crowne, Robert DeCandido, Joseph DiCostanzo (JD1), 
Peter Dorosh, Dave Eib, Mike Farina, Andrew Farnsworth, Ken Feustel, Suzy 
Feustel, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie Fischer, Brendan Fogarty, Richard 
Fried, Karen Fung (KFu), Doug Futuyma, Arie Gilbert, Joe Giunta (JGi), John 
Gluth (JGD), Doug Gochfeld, Isaac Grant, Dawn Hannay, Tim Healy, Mike 
Higgiston, Joel Horman, Bruce Horwith, Sam Jannazzo, Phil Jeffrey, Rob Jett, 
Ed Johnson, Rick Kedenburg (RKe), Rich Kelly, Marie King, Dave Klauber, 
Robert J. Kurtz, David LaMagna, Mary Laura Lamont, Anthony J. Lauro, 
Patricia J. Lindsay, Heydi Lopes, Joshua Malbin, Roberta Manion, Peter Martin, 
Michael McBrien (MMcB), Eric Miller, Stella Miller, Karlo Mirth, Alison 
Mirth, Shaibal S. Mitra, Pete Morris (PMo), Mary Normandia, Todd Olson, Bill 
Ostrander, Patrick Palladino (PPa); Robert Paxton (RPx), Vinny Pellegrino, 
Anders Peltomaa (APe), Stephane Perrault, Peter Post, Robert Proniewych, 
Anne Purcell, Glen Quinn, Peter Reisfeld, Ian Resnick, Jeff Ritter, Derek 
Rogers, Bobby Rossetti, Jack Rothman (JRo), Mike Scheibel (MSch), Steve 
Schellenger (SSc), Sy Schiff (SyS), Donna Schulman, Eileen Schwinn, John 
Sepenoski (JSe), Mike Shanley (MSh), John Shemilt (JSh), Sean Sime, Nadir 
Souirgi, Jeff Stetson (JeS), Jonathan Stocker (JoS), Taylor Sturm, Paul Sweet, 
Rob Taylor, John Turner, Richard Veit, Joe Viglietta, Steve Walter, Gabriel 
Willow, Alex Wilson (AxW), Angus Wilson (AnW), Seth Ian Wollney; Richard 
Zain Eldeen. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APP — Alley Pd P, QUEE; BATP — Brooklyn Army Terminal Pier, KING; BPP 
— Baisley Pd P, QUEE; BPt — Breezy Pt, QUEE; BRY — Bryant P, NEWY; CB — 
Cedar B, Babylon, SUFF; CCP — Cupsogue CP, SUFF; CHP — Conference 
House P, RICH; CIC — Coney I Cr/P, KING; CP — Central P, NEWY; CR — 
Cemetery of the Resurrection, RICH; CRSP — Connetquot R SP, SUFF; CVP — 
Calvert Vaux P, KING (formerly Drier-Offerman P), Ed — Sod fields on 
Edwards Av north of Route 25, Riverhead, SUFF, EPCAL — Calverton 
Grasslands (former Grumman Property), Calverton, SUFF; FBF — Floyd Bennett 
Field, KING; FIHW — Fire Island Hawk Watch, Robert Moses SP, SUFF; FKP — 
Fresh Kills P, RICH; FMCP — Flushing Meadows-Corona P, QUEE, FP — Forest 
P, QUEE, FT — Fort Tilden, QUEE; FWP — Ft. Washington P, NEWY; GBP — 
Goethal’s Bridge Pd, RICH; GBy — Gravesend Bay, KING; GKP — Great Kills 
P, RICH; GwC — Green-wood Cemetery, KING; HLSP — Hempstead L SP, 
NASS; HP — Hook Pd, East Hampton, SUFF; HSP — Heckscher SP, SUFF; IHP 
— Inwood Hill P, NEWY; JBSP — Jones Beach SP, NASS; JBWE — West End, 
Jones Beach SP, NASS; JBWR — Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, QUEE; KP — 
Kissena P, QUEE; Mass — Massapequa Preserve, NASS, MB — Mecox 
Bay/Mecox Inlet, SUFF; MLUA — Mt. Loretto Unique Area, RICH; MNSA — 
Marine Nature Study Area, Oceanside, NASS; MP — Montauk Pt SP, SUFF; 
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NYBG — New York Botanical Garden, BRON; PBP — Pelham Bay P, BRON; 
PL — Patchogue L, Patchogue, SUFF; PP — Prospect P, KING; RI -— Randall’s I, 
NEWY; RMSP — Robert Moses SP, SUFF; RP — Jacob Riis P, QUEE; Rt 105 — 
Sod fields south of Sound Av between Route 105 and Doctor’s Path, Riverhead, 
SUFF; Sag — Sagaponack Pd/Inlet, SUFF; Shinn — Shinnecock Inlet, SUFF; 
SPCP — Smith Pt CP, SUFF; SPP — Southards Pd P, West Babylon, SUFF; 
SMSP — Sunken Meadow SP, SUFF; VCP — Van Cortlandt P, BRON; VSSP — 
Valley Stream SP, NASS; WPP — Wolfe’s Pd P, RICH. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
ROSS’S GOOSE (R10): Oregon Rd, 
Cutchogue, SUFF 5-11 Mar (JSe, AnW); 
Arthur J. Hendrickson P, Valley Stream, NASS 
30 Mar (mob). 

Brant: max 50,000 JBWR 7 May (SSM, PJL), 
large num. 

Eurasian Wigeon: Marine P, KING thru 3 
April (RBA); Fresh Pd, Ft. Salonga, SUFF thru 
18 Mar (RBA); CVP 2 Apr (RBA); BATP 10 
Apr (AB). 

N. Shoveler: max 594 JBWR 2 Apr (J. Popko), 
large num. 

Canvasback: max 32 World’s Fair Marina, 
Flushing, QUEE 8 Mar (SB); Cow Meadow P, 
Freeport, NASS 24 Apr (BB), present for at 
least 2 wks prior, unusual loc. 

Redhead: 2 Baisley Pd P, QUEE thru 1 Apr 
(CF). 

King Eider: 2 fem Orient Pt, SUFF 2 Mar, 1 
fem thru 9 Apr (RBA, JSe). 

Harlequin Duck: max 7 Pt. Lookout, NASS 7 
Mar (JGi, et al.); 

Long-tailed Duck: max 3200 Coney I, KING 7 
Mar (DG), large num. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: fem Oak B, Babylon, 
SUFF thru 12 Mar (RBA). 

Com. Merganser: 3 KP 25 Mar (J. 
O’Sullivan), unusual loc. 

N. Bobwhite: Cedar B, Southold, SUFF 23 Apr 
(JSe); SMSP 3 May (BBo); max 7 Greentree 
Estate, Manhasset, NASS 24 May (SP), 
released; all reps. 

Wild Turkey: CP 21-25 Apr (fide DA, TF, 
mob), unusual loc. 

Red-throated Loon: Oakland L, QUEE24-25 
Mar (IR), unusual loc. 

PACIFIC LOON: Timber Pt, Great River, 
SUFF 27 Apr (BR, DK, DF); RMSP 6 May 
(PMo, TS). 

Red-necked Grebe: 2 Coney I 25 Mar (RBA); 
CP thru 1 May (DA, TF), rehabbed bird 
released 1 Feb; max 5 GKP 12 Apr (ACi). 
Eared Grebe: Oak B thru 2 Apr (PJL, SA, 
PR); Gravesend Bay, KING 7 Mar (DG, mob). 
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YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS: RMSP 6 
May (PM, TS), ph! 

N Fulmar: offshore SUFF coordinates 39.885, 
-72.055 NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter 22 May (J. 
Loch). 

Cory's Shearwater: Westhampton Dunes, 
SUFF 6 May (RBA). 

Great Shearwater: 2 offshore SUFF 
coordinates 40.251, -71.624 NOAA Ship 
Gordon Gunter 22 May (J. Loch). 

Sooty Shearwater: CCP 6 May (PJL); 
Westhampton Dunes 6 May (RBA); 2 RMSP 
13 May (RBA); FT 13 May (RBA); 2 Shinn 24 
May (RBA); RMSP 29 May (RBA); 2 RMSP 
30 May (RBA). 

Manx Shearwater: RMSP 6 May (RBA); 
RMSP 29 May (RBA). 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel: Offshore SUFF 
coordinates 39.885, -72.055 NOAA Ship 
Gordon Gunter 22 May (J. Loch). 

N. Gannet: max 3000 BPt 11 Mar (AB). 

Am. Bittern: Baisley Pd P 1 Apr (CF); Willow 
L, Flushing, QUEE 11 Apr (CF); JBWE 29 Apr 
(AB); CP 3 May (F. Mueller, L. Fraza, fide 
DA); unusual locs. 

Least Bittern: CP 30 Apr (APe, mob); 
Lionhead B, East Hampton 20 May (fide E. 
Salzman), found dead, ph, rare on eastern LI. 
Cattle Egret: Chelsea, NEWY 11 Apr- 9 May 
(K. Rosenheim, D. Kriensky, N. Tognan), 
unusual loc; Mecox Dairy, Bridgehampton, 
SUFF15-22 Apr (AnW, mob); Oak B 2 May 
(SSM); Cow Meadow P, Freeport, NASS 29 
May thru (J. Mora, RT, AB). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: 84 Redfern 
Houses, Far Rockaway, QUEE 30 May (D. 
Kriensky, et al.), NYC Audubon nest survey, 
large num. 

WHITE IBIS: ad VSSP 28 Apr (BB), fly-over. 
WHITE-FACED IBIS: Cow Meadow P 30 
May (TH). 

Black Vulture: max 8 CR 3 Mar (ACi); 2 GwC 
5 Mar (RBA); Lake Success, NASS 9 Apr (fide 
AG); Northville, SUFF 11 Apr (MLL); 6 PP 16 
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May (RBA); 2 Northville 20 May (MLL); rare 
on LI. 

Turkey Vulture: 20 Riverhead 1 Mar (RA); 
max 24 Hendrix Creek, KING 30 Mar (SS); 
large nums. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
MISSISSIPPI KITE: CLP 20 May (RBA). 
N. Goshawk: imm PP thru 2 Apr (fide PD, 
mob); imm Mass thru 29 Mar (RBA, RT). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: ad Mass 11 Mar (DF). 
Broad-winged Hawk: CP 17 Mar (K. Chaya, 
fide DA), early; CP 16 May (A. Burke, fide 
DA). 
Rough-legged Hawk: 2 EPCAL 21-30 Mar 
(DF, mob); Meadowbrook & Loop Pkwys, 
NASS 15 Apr (SW). 
Virginia Rail: River Rd, RICH 1 Apr (ACi). 
SANDHILL CRANE (R10): Wainscott Pd, 
Southampton, SUFF thru 20 Apr (RBA, JRo); 2 
Oceanside, NASS 11 Mar (MF); GwC 21 May 
(RJ, et al.). 
Piping Plover: 20 JBWE 2 Apr (RBA), large 
num. 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: Napeague, SUFF 
14 May (H. Shibasake), ph; 2 JBWE 30 May 
thru (SW, mob). 
Whimbrel: Sag 7-8 Apr (RBA); Timber Pt 10- 
12 Apr (JoS, RP); JBWE 8 May (RBA). 
Red Knot: max 100 JBWE 22 May (MB). 
RUFF: Timber Pt 20-21 Apr (KF, JoS); fem 
Cedar B, Southold, SUFF 10 May (RBA). 
Wilson’s Snipe: 19 FBF 31 Mar (RBA); 21 
Willow L, Flushing, QUEE 5 Apr (AB); large 
nums. 
Am. Woodcock: 21 CP 16 Mar (APe), prob 40 
or more there (fide DA); 25 CLP 16 Mar (JeS); 
intro. 
Red-necked Phalarope: 2 SPCP 26 Apr 
(RBA); CR 25 May (ACi). 
RED PHALAROPE (R10): Randall’s I, 
NEWY 26 Apr (DBa). 
SOUTH POLAR SKUA: Offshore SUFF 
coordinates 39.885, -72.055 NOAA Ship 
Gordon Gunter 22 May (J. Loch). 
Parasitic Jaeger: 2 RMSP 6 May (RBA); 2 
RMSP 13 May (RBA). 
Dovekie: Shinn 1 Mar (G.Tvelia). 
Razorbill: 61 NY Shelf Waters, SUFF 15 Apr 
(AnW, JSh, DR); Dune Rd, Hampton Bays, 
SUFF 6 May (RBA), late. 
Bonaparte's Gull: max 57 Ditch Plains, 
Montauk, SUFF 4 Mar (AnW), few. 
Black-headed Gull: 2 Owl’s Head P, KING 20 
Mar (P. Paul, D. Paul); Red Hook — Owl’s 
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Head, KING thru 22 Mar (RBA); Forge R, 
Moriches, SUFF 26 Mar (PJL, SSM); imm 
Sagg Main B, SUFF 5-11 Apr (DR, RBA); imm 
Sag 23 May (RBA). 

MEW GULL: ad Miller Field/Midland B, 
RICH 29 Mar (RV, mob). 

THAYER'S GULL: 1st win Miller Field 31 
Mar (RV). 

Iceland Gull: PP thru 19 Mar (RBA); 
Riverhead 15 Mar (RBA); Brooklyn Army 
Terminal 24 Mar (RBA); 1* cy FBF 6 Apr 
(AB); Oak B 8 Apr (AB); Brooklyn Army 
Terminal 10 Apr (AB); HSP 25 Apr (MC); 
Staten Island Ferry, NEWY 2 May (RZE); 
Shinn 24 May (RBA). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Bellport, SUFF 
thru 5 Mar (RBA); Riverhead 15 Mar (RBA); 2 
FBF 31 Mar (RBA); Cammans Pd, Merrick, 
NASS 25 Mar (RBA); SMSP 25 Mar (RBA); 6 
HSP 6 Apr (MC, PJL), 5 ad, 1 imm; 7 FBF 6 
Apr (AB, SB), 6 ad & 1 2™ cy; 5 HSP 25 Apr; 
Swindler Cove, NEWY 4 May (SC); 12 RMSP 
7 May (PM, SSM); max 16 JBWE 13 May 
(RBA); 3 Shinn 24 May (RBA); max 25 RMSP 
22 May (SSM). 

Glaucous Gull: Bellport thru 11 Mar (RBA); 
imm GKP 3 Mar (CB); CP 19 Mar (PP); CP 10- 
11 Apr (PP, RBA), same bird; CP 29 Apr (B. 
King), different bird; 1* cy FBF 6 Apr (SB); 1“ 
sum MB 27 May (DS); Brighton B, KING 28 
May (I. Sanoff). 

Gull-billed Tern: JBWR 12 Apr (AB). 
Caspian Tern: Sag 9 April (BH); Orient Pt 8 
Apr (RBA); Meadow L, Flushing, QUEE 26-27 
Apr (CF, PPa). 

Black Tern: 4 SPCP 6 May (RBA). 

ARCTIC TERN (R10): ad CCP 6 May (SSM, 
PJL), early. 

Royal Tern: Sag 9 Apr RBA), ph; 2 MB 11 
Apr (RBA). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Snowy Owl: JBSP 20 Mar (KF, et al.). 
Barred Owl: CP 26 Apr (JDi, mob). 
Long-eared Owl: CP 4 Mar (APe, mob). 
Short-eared Owl: 1-2 Marine Park 1-5 Apr 
(RBA); Dune Rd, Hampton Bays 4 Apr (AG); 
Dune Rd, Hampton Bays 12 Apr (RKe). 
N. Saw-whet Owl: 6 Birch Creek Owl Pd CP, 
Southampton, SUFF 18 Mar (TS, BBo). 
Com. Nighthawk: max 2 sev loc 8-xx May; 
few. 
Chuck-will's-widow: Quogue, SUFF 21 May 
(ES); 2 Quogue 23 May (MH). 
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E. Whip-poor-will: 38" St. & 6th Av., NEWY 
7 Apr (D.Alperin, fide DA), early; brought to 
rehabber, died. CP 7 May (B. Yolton, fide DA). 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: 2 Aquebogue 
thru 2 Apr (JSe, mob). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: many from winter; 
Blydenburgh CP, Smithtown, SUFF thru 5 Mar 
(RBA); 2 Mashomack Pres, Shelter I, SUFF 
thru 19 Mar (RBA); Caumsett SP, SUFF thru 
21 Mar (RBA); Hendrickson P, Valley Stream, 
NASS thru 1 Apr (TH, RBA); KP thru 1 Apr 
(RBA); Makamah Pres, Northport, SUFF thru 1 
Apr (RBA); SMSP thru 19 Apr (VP, MH); imm 
CP thru 5 May (fide TF); PBP thru 21 May 
(JRo); ad Garden City, NASS 1 May (BF); ad 
Gilgo B, SUFF 1 May (DL); HLSP 15 May 
(RBA); CLP 20-23 May (EJ); CR 24 May 
(ACi). 

Pileated Woodpecker: IHP 25 Mar (RBA), Ft. 
Tryon P, NEWY 9 Apr (fide APe); High Rock 
P, RICH 21 Apr (J. Ramirez-Garofalo); CLP 16 
May (HF). 

Monk Parakeet: CP 30 Apr (RD, mob), 
unusual loc. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: appx 15 reps. 
Acadian Flycatcher: Greentree Estate, 
Manhasset, NASS 24 May (SP); CP 27 May 
(DA, et al); 2 PP 27 May (RBA). 

Alder Flycatcher: PP 20 May (HL, et al.); 
HSP 23 May (KF, SF, DK); 2 Fresh Kills P, 
RICH 24 May (RV); SMSP 24 May (VP). 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: CVP 
16 Apr (SB). 

Warbling Vireo: 19 Greentree Estate 24 May 
(SP), large num. 

Philadelphia Vireo: CP 20 May (R.Zucker); 
CLP 24 May (SIW, IG). 

Blue Jay: JBSP 4 May (SSM); JBWE 9 May 
(DK); rare on barrier island. 

Com. Raven: nested Otsego P, Dix Hills, 
SUFF 8 Mar thru, 2 young fledged (M. Vedder, 
fide PJL); nested Brookhaven National 
Laboratory, SUFF for 2™ year (E.Lewis, fide 
PJL); nested Syosset, NASS, 3 nestlings thru 
(SM); nested Bethpage, NASS, 3 nestlings thru 
(fide SM); Rocky Pt., SUFF 25 Mar (MC); 
Brooklyn Army Terminal 10 Apr — 3 May 
(AB), prob present beyond these dates; 2 CP 23 
Apr (DA, et al.); 5 Ocean Pkwy Oak B to Gilgo 
B, SUFF 30 Apr (BBo), large num, unusual loc 
Shelter I 25 May (OB), noted attacking Purple 
Martin colony. 

House Wren: CP 11 Apr (PS, fide DA), early. 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet: CP 6 May 
(J.Sepulveda, fide DA), late. 

TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE: Southold, 
SUFF thru 8 Apr (RBA, JSe). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Great Gull I, SUFF 29 
Apr (JDi), unusual loc; 10 PP 30 Apr (G. Keri), 
large num; 4 Greentree Estate 17 May (SP), 
large num; appx 12 addtl reps. 

BICKNELL’S THRUSH: PP 17 May (JM, 
EC), singing; CP 19 May (DBa, RD, DA), 
singing; FP 24 May (CC); PP 27 May (RBA). 
Swainson's Thrush: 25 Greentree Estate 17 
May (SP), large num. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: RMSP 15 Mar (RBA). 
Ovenbird: 2 IBM Atrium at 56" and Madison, 
NEWY (R. Zucker), wintered indoors. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: Northville 4 Apr 
(MLL), rare on eastern LI. 

N. Waterthrush: Southard’s Pd, Babylon, 
SUFF thru 7 Apr (PJL, SSM, PMo), 
overwintered. 

Golden-winged Warbler: not reported. 
Black-and-white Warbler: 34 Greentree 
Estate 4 May (SP), large num. 

Prothonotary Warbler: Marine P 12-15 Apr 
(GW, mob), foot caught in a blue mussel and 
released by EM; Lido Pres, NASS 15-20 Apr 
(PPa, mob); PP 29 Apr (mob); Elizabeth 
Morton Wildlife Sanctuary, Noyack, SUFF 30 
Apr (C. Goldman); fem Strack Pd, Woodhaven, 
QUEE 6-7 May (CF, mob); NYBG 6 May (DH, 
mob); CHP 11 May (RV); SMSP 18 May (JGI). 
SWAINSON’S WARBLER: PP 24-28 May 
(EC, mob). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: GwC 11 Mar 
(RBA); KP 26 Mar—5 Apr (AB); Marine P 5 
Apr (RBA); Lido Pres 15 Apr (SW); CP 15 Apr 
(RD, DA, et al.); PP 17 May (RBA); 2 CP 26 
Apr (JGi, et al.); CP 30 Apr (RD, DA, et al.). 
Mourning Warbler: CP 13 May (SC, et al.), 
first; 2 CLP 16 May (HF); appx 10 addtl reps. 
Kentucky Warbler: Bronx Zoo, BRON 18 
Apr (fide TO); PP 29 Apr (RB); APP 30 Apr — 
3 May (PR, JR, mob); CP 30 Apr (fide DA); 
Blue Heron P, RICH 3 May (IG); Washington 
Square P, NEWY 12 May (D. Dancis), unusual 
loc; CP 14-16 May (SC, JR, mob); FP 15 May 
(KM); CLP 19 May (IG). 

Hooded Warbler: 2 CP 29-30 Apr (mob); 2 PP 
29-30 Apr (mob); 2 RMSP 29 Apr (mob); 6 
addtl distinct reps 29 Apr-1 May, intro; 4 
Greentree Estate 24 May (SP), large num: appx. 
12 addtl. reps. 
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Am. Redstart: 36 Greentree Estate 17 May 
(SP), large num. 

Cerulean Warbler: CVP 29 Apr (AxW, SB); 
PP 3-4 May (fide SS); PP 16 May (RBA); FP 
17 May (fide KM, CCo). 

N. Parula: 33 Greentree Estate 4 May (SP), 
large num. 

Magnolia Warbler: Marine P 5 Apr (RBA), 
early. 

Blackpoll Warbler: 24 Greentree Estate 17 
May (SP), large num. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: PP 8-9 Apr (fide 
PD), RB; CP 12 Apr (fide DA); CP 27 Apr 
(DA, et al); CP 28 Apr (TF, APe, mob), S.d. 
albifrons, CP 27-30 Apr (RD, DA, et al); PP 3 
May (RJ, mob); 2 Bayard-Cutting Arboretum, 
Great River, SUFF 20 May thru (CCo, BBo, 
JGI), poss breeding. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: JBWR 8 Apr (T. 
Winston, et al.), GKP 18 May (HF); William 
Floyd Estate, Old Mastic, SUFF 21 May 
(MLL); 2 GKP 23 May (DE). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Clay-colored Sparrow: CP 28 Apr (RD, KFu, 
mob), rare in spring. 

Vesper Sparrow: 3 Calverton, SUFF 23 Mar 
(RBA); 2 JBWE 5 Apr (RBA). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: max 16 EPCAL 28 
May (RT). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: BRY thru 28 Mar (TH); 3 
PP 16 May (R. Payne); appx 12 addtl reps. 
Summer Tanager: at least 33 reps, incl: fem 
King’s Park, SUFF 7 Apr (RBA), early; 3 GwC 
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14 May (E. Norman); at least 7 indiv. FP 7-20 
May. 

Blue Grosbeak: JBWE 14 Apr (RP); PP 27-28 
Apr (RB, mob); 4 JBWE 29 Apr (TH, AB, 
MSch), large num; intro; CP 30 Apr (T.Collins, 
fide DA); 2 CP 4 May (fide DA); 2 APP 7 May 
(MN, SA); The Battery, NEWY 8-10 May 
(GW, et al.); JBWE 11 May (DF); CLP 15 May 
(CB); CP 15-16 May (fide DA). 

Indigo Bunting: 7 CVP 29 Apr (SB); 7 RMSP 
29 Apr (KF, SF); 6 JBWE 29 Apr (EB); 8 
RP/FT 30 Apr (CF, SA); 9 CVP 3 May (AxW); 
large nums; intro. 

PAINTED BUNTING: ad m Oakwood 
Heights, RICH 2 May (L.Casale), ph! 
Dickcissel: Biltmore Shores, Massapequa, 
NASS, 21 Mar- 10 Apr (M.Cooke, GB, RBA). 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: fem 
GKP 2-6 Mar (RV, mob). 

Rusty Blackbird: max 75 APP 8 Apr 
(P.Dennehy). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: PBP 5 Apr (GW). 
Orchard Oriole: ad m CP 7 Apr (M.Passman, 
fide DA), ph, early; 10 Greentree Estate 24 May 
(SP), large num. 

Purple Finch: 35 CP 27 Apr (fide TF), large 
num; CP 21 May (DBa, et al.), last; otherwise 
few. 

Red Crossbill: 2 Edgewood State Pres, Deer 
Park, SUFF 24-26 Mar (VP, mob). 

Pine Siskin: CP 23 Mar (E. Piik, fide DA); CP 
29 Apr (JRo, et al), ph; 2 CP 10 May (J. 
Garcia); late. 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! — details seen by Regional Editor; ad — adult; Alt — 
Alternate plumage; Am. — American; arr — arrival or first of season; BBS — 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS — bird of the season; CBC — Christmas Bird 
Count; CO — confirmed nesting; Com. — Common; E. — Eastern; FL — fledgling; 
FY — adult feeding young; I — Island; imm — immature; intro — see introduction 
to report; juv — juvenile; L — Lake; max — maximum; mob — multiple observers; 
N. — Northern; NYSDEC — New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR — National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC — report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P — park; Pd — Pond; ph — photographed; 
Pt — Point; Res — Reservoir; Ri — River; SP — State Park; spm — specimen; subad 
— subadult; T — Town of; thru — throughout period; Twn — township; W. — 
Western; WMA — Wildlife Management Area; y — young. 


REPORTING REGIONS 


Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 
the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 
NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 
the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 
the boundary is NY Route 31. 


REPORTING DEADLINES 


Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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NEW YORK STATE ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 
INC. 70" ANNUAL MEETING, NIAGARA FALLS, 
NEW YORK, 11 NOVEMBER 2017 


The 70™ Annual Meeting of the New York State Ornithological Association, 
Inc. (NYSOA) was held on 11 November 2017, at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel, located at 401 Buffalo Avenue in Niagara Falls, New York. President 
Joan Collins called the meeting to order at 9:37 AM. Roll call of member clubs 
revealed 29 delegates from 20 clubs were in attendance and that a quorum was 
present. Alison Kocek made a motion to approve the draft minutes from the 
2016 Annual Meeting. Alison Van Keuren seconded the motion, and it was 
approved unanimously. 


President’s Report — Joan Collins 
Joan presented her written report, which she made available to the delegates. 
The first item in the report covered the 2016 Annual Meeting, which was hosted 
by Chemung Valley Audubon Society and was a great success. Ninety five 
participants enjoyed a weekend of birding activities, including field trips that 
tallied 122 species. Bill Ostrander, on behalf of the Awards Committee, 
presented the Lillian C. Stoner award to Kai Victor. Bill also presented several 
other awards during the banquet, all of which are listed on the NYSOA website. 
The NYSOA archive continues to be maintained by Linda Clark Benedict. 
It is housed at the Cornell University Library. The Conservation Committee has 
been active, meeting regularly with the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation as well as writing letters on behalf of NYSOA. Carena Pooth once 
again compiled the annual County and State Bird List Report, which was 
published in the April issue of New York Birders. The Marketing, Publicity, and 
Field Trip Committee came up with popular give-away items for the 2016 and 
2017 Annual Meetings. They also held a winter weekend in Oswego and a 
weekend shorebird workshop at Montezuma, both of which were well-attended 
and successful. The committee is in need of a new Chair. 


Treasurer’s Report and Audit Report — Andy Mason 

Andy submitted the following written reports: Balance Sheet from 12/31/16, 
Detailed Statement of General Operating Fund Activity from 12/31/16, 
Statement of Fund Activity and Balances from 12/31/16, and Detailed Statement 
of General Operating Fund Activity from 9/30/17. There was nothing unusual to 
report. Joan reported for the Auditing Committee on behalf of Stephen Chang. 
Stephen sent a letter to Joan expressing thanks to John Cairns for his long 
service to the committee, and wishing him well in his distant new home. Joan 
also read the committee’s brief report on their audit of NYSOA’s records as of 
12/31/16, which found that the documents present fairly the financial condition 
of the association. 
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NYSOA Committee Reports 


Awards Committee — Bill Ostrander 

The following awards were to be presented at the banquet: Three certificates of 
appreciation, two Lillian C. Stoner Awards, and two Gordon M. Meade 
Distinguished Service Awards. 


Conservation Committee — Andy Mason 

Andy submitted a written report summarizing the past year’s activities. 
Members of the committee met with the new DEC Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Director and his staff. Issues discussed included cormorant management, Young 
Forest Initiative, lead ammunition, and funding for landowner incentive 
programs to protect grasslands. Other issues that the committee worked on 
include the proposal for increased anchorages for petroleum barges on the 
Hudson River, the closure of the Doodletown area at Bear Mountain State Park 
on a May weekend due to a footrace, and habitat conservation issues on eastern 
Long Island. The committee also prepared columns on conservation issues for 
New York Birders, and got Tom Salo’s article about lead ammunition 
alternatives published in The Conservationist. Joan Collins reported that the 
state has still not made a decision on the Boreas Ponds land classification. 


County and State Listing Project — Carena Pooth 

Carena submitted a written report. She received and compiled 112 county and 
state list reports for 2016, up from 103 the previous year. Four of the 
participants were under age 18. The compiled 2016 report was published in the 
April issue of New York Birders and is available on the website. 


Marketing and Publicity Committee — Tim Baird 

Tim thanked Carena Pooth for designing the NYSOA winter hat that was given 
away to Annual Meeting participants, and Kathy Schneider for doing the work 
of getting the hats made. Tim mentioned that the committee needs a new 
chairperson. Greg Lawrence reported that he continues to update the NYSOA 
Facebook page, which has 646 “likes”. Kathy Schneider reported that Mary 
Beth Warburton is working on plans for a weekend field trip and program in the 
Adirondacks this winter, concentrating on winter finches. 


Membership — Pat Aitken, Berna Lincoln 
Joan Collins presented the written report that was submitted by Pat and Berna. 
Membership statistics were consistent with recent trends. 


New York State Avian Records Committee (NYSARC) — Willie D’ Anna 

Joan Collins read the written report that was submitted by Willie. NYSARC is 
making good progress catching up with the backlog of reports. They recently 
had a full-day meeting in Coxsackie, New York. A NYSARC Special Report 
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covering 2013 and 2014 potential first state record reports was recently 
published in The Kingbird. Another report covering 2015-2017 potential first 
state records will be issued soon. Proposed changes to the list of review species 
are expected to be announced soon as well. NYSARC is developing a policy 
concerning the acceptance of records that were submitted to eBird, but not 
directly to NYSARC. It was agreed that only records supported by hard 
evidence would be considered. The details have not yet been finalized. In order 
to speed progress on eliminating the backlog of reports, the committee plans to 
begin to meet more frequently than once per year, and is investigating ways to 
conduct online meetings. The committee also wished to thank Carena Pooth for 
her work on behalf of the committee, keeping the review list and checklist up to 
date. 


New York State Young Birders Club (NYS YBC) — Carena Pooth 

Carena submitted a written report with many details on the club’s membership 
and activities. The club is in its tenth year, and now has 56 youth members, 30 
supporting adults, and 20 partner organizations. Their field trips have been well- 
attended, and the Montezuma shorebird weekend was especially popular. The 
club’s scholarship program continues to be very successful. More than $30,000 
has been awarded to help young birders attend birding camps and other 
conservation-related programs. About half of the scholarship money is raised by 
the young birders themselves. 


Publications — Seth Ausubel 

Seth reported that progress is being made getting The Kingbird caught up to 
schedule. He also wanted to thank Bill Ostrander for developing a software tool 
which enables Kingbird Regional Editors to sort through large volumes of data 
from eBird that would otherwise be overwhelming. Seth also mentioned the 
need to discuss making The Kingbird available electronically, to save on both 
financial and environmental costs of printing and mailing. He also mentioned 
that NYSOA has been approached by EBSCO Information Services, which 
wishes to make The Kingbird available through its online academic and 
scientific library service. Seth will bring this up at the next Board of Directors 
meeting. Joan Collins mentioned that she is always in need of material for New 
York Birders, and encouraged everyone to submit articles. One suggestion for 
subject matter is reviews of birding-related phone apps. Carena Pooth reported 
that the next update of the printed version of the Checklist of the Birds of New 
York State will be coming out in early 2018, and will incorporate the recent 
taxonomy changes from the American Ornithological Society. 


Research — Greg Lawrence 

Greg reports that the committee is still looking into the details of how to proceed 
with the proposed NYSOA research grant program. It is hoped that they will 
begin making grants by late 2018. 
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Bob Spahn presented a written report on the status of planning for the New York 
Breeding Bird Atlas III (BBA III). The preliminary Steering Committee met 
again on October 25 and reaffirmed an interest in a New York BBA III. There is 
much work to be done to be ready to start fieldwork in 2020—see the Wisconsin 
BBA II website for a look at what is needed. Clearly eBird will be the data input 
tool and project database and archive. At this point we lack a long-term Steering 
Committee chair, a position held by NYSOA (FNYSBC) people in the previous 
two New York BBAs. It is also clear that there is interest from the users of the 
data in trying to obtain more quantitative data. A Science Committee is working 
on the details. Bob emphasized that there is a need to find a Steering Committee 
chairperson soon, as time is short. A significant amount of planning time was 
lost due to delays in DEC funding. A discussion ensued about what NYSOA’s 
role will be. There is concern about whether it will be possible for NYSOA to 
find enough people to commit to the work needed to do a thorough job with the 
BBA III. This issue will be discussed at the next Board of Directors meeting. 

Bill Ostrander reported that the 2018 Waterfowl Count will take place 
January 13-21. A coordinator is needed for region 9. 


Website and Information Services — Carena Pooth 

Carena Pooth supplied a printed report on usage of the NYSOA and NYSYBC 
websites, which she continues to maintain and update regularly. Other than the 
home page, the most popular page on the NYSOA site is the Checklist of the 
Birds of New York State. The checklist is available in a printable tri-fold format 
on the site. 


DEC Report 

Connie Adams, DEC Senior Wildlife Biologist, provided an extensive printed 
report on DEC activities of interest to NYSOA’s membership. She expanded 
further on these issues in an informative talk. DEC conducts monitoring of 
alpine forest birds, lowland boreal birds, Common Loons, marsh birds, Eastern 
Whip-poor-wills, and Prothonotary Warblers, as well as wintering grassland 
birds, and several other species and groups. The report also covers DEC’s 
management plans for game birds, Mute Swans and Double-crested Cormorants. 
Included in the report are web links to more information on the various DEC 
programs. 


Election of Officers and Directors 
Bob Adamo presented the following 2017-2018 slate of Officers and Directors 
on behalf of the Nominating Committee: 


Officers 


President: Michael DeSha; Vice President: Tim Baird; Treasurer: Andy Mason; 
Secretary: John Kent. 
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Directors 2017-2019 
Brian Dugan, Brendan Fogarty, Lucretia Grosshans, Carena Pooth. 


Janet Allison made a motion to elect these officer and director nominees, and 
Kevin McGowan seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. 


Joan Collins presented the nominees for the Nominating Committee for 2017- 
2018, consisting of Bob Adamo (Chair), Kathryn Schneider, and Dominic 
Sherony. Kevin McGowan made a motion to elect these nominees, and it was 
seconded by Andy Mason. It was approved unanimously. 


Joan Collins presented the nominees for the Auditing Committee for 2017- 
2018, consisting of Stephen Chang (Chair), Tom Burke, and Peter Capainolo. 
Barbara Butler made a motion to elect these nominees, and it was seconded by 
Kevin McGowan. It was approved unanimously. 


New Business 

Andy Mason made a motion to elect the Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development as a new member organization. Janet Allison seconded the motion, 
and it was approved unanimously. 

Next year’s NYSOA Annual Meeting will be held October 5-7, 2018, in 
Rochester. A host is being sought for the 2019 meeting, and one potential host is 
looking very promising. 

Tim Baird made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by Kevin 
McGowan. The meeting was adjourned at 12:07 PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 
John Kent, Recording Secretary 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Berna Lincoln passed away in November 2017. Her death, just prior to the 2017 
annual meeting, became known to us only shortly afterward. Berna's contributions 
to our organization and to the broader birding and conservation communities were 
so deep, long-sustained, and varied as to defy a simple summary. She had already 
served the Federation for decades and was rightly regarded as its institutional 
memory when I became involved more than twenty years ago, and we continued 
to depend on her in so many ways in the decades since. Her death is a tremendous 
loss to NYSOA, our community, and her friends and family. A remembrance will 
be published in an upcoming issue of The Kingbird. 


S. S. Mitra, Editor, The Kingbird 
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REPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE AVIAN RECORDS 
COMMITTEE FOR 2013 


The New York State Avian Records Committee (hereafter “NYSARC” or the 
“Committee”) reviewed 86 records from 2013 involving 136 reports, and 28 
records from previous years involving 28 reports. Reports were received from 
across the state, with 28 of the 62 counties and the pelagic zone represented. The 
number of reports accompanied by photographs remains high, which benefits 
the value of the archive and often makes our work easier. The Committee wishes 
to remind readers that reports submitted to listservs, local bird clubs, rare bird 
alerts (RBAs) and even The Kingbird Regional Editors are not necessarily 
passed along to NYSARC. Doing so, therefore, remains the responsibility of the 
observer(s). When possible, the submission of multiple independent reports 
from co-observers is encouraged, as this provides a much fuller documentation 
of the sighting and can increase the likelihood of acceptance. ALL observers, 
not just the finder, are urged to submit written reports and/or photographs. The 
names of the 100 people who contributed materials (written reports, 
photographs, sketches, and audio files) are listed alongside accepted reports and 
again at the end of this document. Where possible, the name(s) of the original 
finder(s) is (are) included in the narratives. In addition to the contributors 
referenced above, several Kingbird Regional Editors have helped observers to 
prepare and submit documentation. 

For this 2013 annual report, the Committee has used eBird reports to 
supplement the documentation in our formal reviews. In most cases, the eBird 
report(s) added valuable photographic documentation, making it easier to accept 
the record. In addition, eBird records often helped to more thoroughly establish 
the date range of occurrence of a particular rarity. Date ranges that are 
supplemented by eBird reports are indicated by the word, eBird. 


HOW TO SUBMIT REPORTS 


Advice on how to prepare and submit a report is provided on the NYSARC 
pages within the NYSOA web site: http://nybirds.org/N YSARC/index.htm Here, 
a list of species requested for review by NYSARC (the “Review List”) is 
provided, along with illustrated copies of previous annual reports. The 
Committee is very grateful to Carena Pooth (NYSOA Web Master) for updating 
and continuously improving the NYSARC web site. An on-line reporting form 
allows observers to compose a written report and attach up to five digital image 
files (the file size limit has been increased to 3 megabytes per photo). 
Documentation (written reports and photographs) and any other correspondence 
for the Committee can also be sent via email to NYSARC secretary, Gary 
Chapin, at: nysarc44@nybirds.org As a last resort, you can also use regular mail 
to send your report to: Gary Chapin, 125 Pine Springs Drive, Ticonderoga, NY 
12883. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


With such a long history of bird study within New York, one would expect the 
addition of new species to the State Checklist to be nearly at a standstill. 
However, such is not the case, and once again in 2013, multiple species were 
added to the list: Elegant Tern (Thalasseus elegans) and Neotropic Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax brasilianus). Both of these records were accepted under our 
accelerated review process, whereby reports of potential new species are 
reviewed ahead of the main body of reports, so that a decision can be rendered 
and made public as soon as possible. See Wilson et al. (2016) for a full 
discussion of both of these first State records. Amazingly, there were actually 
two Elegant Tern records accepted for 2013—the second record is discussed in 
this report. Perhaps the most astonishing record was provided by a “Black” 
Merlin (Falco columbarius suckleyi), found in 2009. Other highlights were the 
first accepted fall record of Swainson’s Warbler, the first accepted spring record 
of Smith’s Longspur, and only the second record of Long-billed Curlew 
reviewed and accepted by the Committee. 


COMMITTEE NEWS 


After 18 consecutive years on NYSARC, all of that as the Chair, Angus Wilson 
rotated off the Committee at the end of his term in 2016 to devote more time to 
personal endeavors. Angus was a stalwart on the Committee. He is an expert on 
the status and distribution of all bird species in New York and on many in North 
America and the world. He changed the format of the annual report to make it a 
much more enjoyable and highly informative read. He spearheaded the 
development and expansion of the NYSARC section of the NYSOA web site, 
successfully pushed for online submissions of rare bird reports, and helped to 
create a database of NYSARC sightings and decisions, available to the public 
online. The Committee was most pleased to learn that Angus was recently 
chosen as a recipient of the Gordon M. Meade Distinguished Service Award for 
his outstanding service to NYSOA. Willie D’Anna took over as Chair in January 
2017 and stepping into the empty slot left by Angus was Patricia Lindsay. Based 
on Long Island, Pat is a long-time birder in the State. She is well-known in the 
State and has turned up several great rarities over the years, most recently the 
2017 Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) at Robert Moses State Park and 
the 2018 Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) at Timber Point Golf Course, 
pending acceptance by NYSARC, of course. Her knowledge of bird distribution 
and identification is extensive and she has already proved herself a valuable 
addition to the Committee. Pat deserves special thanks for successfully 
reviewing the entire 2013 review package on extremely short notice. With a 
heavy work schedule, Chris Wood has decided to resign from the Committee. 
We will miss his bird distribution and identification expertise. Stepping in to fill 
the remainder of Chris’s term is Derek Rogers. Derek is well-known to many in 
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the State due to the rarities he has found on Long Island and documented with 
his superb photos, as well as for his work on the NYSOA Board of Directors. In 
the pelagic zone, Derek is a pioneer in the State, alongside John Shemilt, Angus 
Wilson, Paul Guris, Doug Gochfeld, and Sean Sime, documenting the rapidly 
changing knowledge of seabird distribution in our offshore waters. Derek is 
already fully immersed in Committee activities. 

Thanks once again to the efforts of long-time Committee supporter, Rich 
Guthrie, NYSARC was able to hold its annual meeting this past September at 
the IDA Building of Greene County. This is an excellent facility for our 
Committee meetings, providing ample space, electrical outlets, and Wi-Fi for 
the invaluable use of our laptop computers. At the meeting, voting on the 2013 
reports was finalized, as well as on the 2015-2016 accelerated reviews. After 
initially establishing a “pelagic zone” a few years ago, with more data available 
from the increased offshore birding observations, the Committee established a 
list of “pelagic zone” species: Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus), 
Common Murre (Uria aalge), Audubon’s Shearwater (Puffinus lherminieri), and 
Leach’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa). These four species occur 
regularly in offshore waters and will only require documentation when found 
outside of the pelagic zone in the State. Lastly, at the 2017 Committee meeting, 
it was agreed to have current members, Tom Burke and Willie D’ Anna, continue 
for another term. This proposal was made to the NYSOA President and Board of 
Directors and subsequently approved. Willie will continue as Chair. 

In addition to the changes for the pelagic zone, several other changes to the 
Review List were agreed upon. All of the changes to the Review List are 
summarized here: 


Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) (N) - change to upstate only (U). Barnacle 
Goose populations have greatly increased in Greenland compared to historic 
levels and, as a result, there has been a coincident increase in records in Eastern 
North America (Sherony 2014). In New York the species has become annual 
during migration and winter, primarily in coastal regions. Upstate regions have 
seen an increase as well but the species is still very rare there. 

Gray Partridge (Perdix perdix) (not reviewed) - change to statewide (N). This 
introduced species has declined markedly. Formerly a resident in many areas of 
the State, Gray Partridge has been extirpated from all but northern New York in 
recent decades and may no longer breed even there. Since 2001, there have only 
been two eBird records in the State. Predation, weather, and agricultural 
practices are blamed for the decline (Carroll 1993). 

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) (U) - change to statewide (N). Formerly a 
rare breeder along the south shore of Long Island, this small rail is now a great 
rarity even there. Highly sought by birders but extremely secretive, Black Rail 
has only been found three times in New York since 1999, according to eBird 
records. 
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Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) (U) - remove from review list for entire state. 
Records of this species in New York were first noticed increasing in coastal 
areas. However, in more recent years, upstate records have also shown a marked 
increase. 

Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) (N) - change to outside Pelagic 
Zone only (P). 

Common Murre (Uria aalge) (N) - change to outside Pelagic Zone only (P). 
Sabine's Gull (Xema sabini) (S) - change to Spring everywhere, Downstate only 
rest of year (S, D). This beautiful small gull is regular during the fall in the Great 
Lakes regions but spring records are practically non-existent in the State. In 
coastal regions, it is quite rare and some Committee members were surprised to 
learn that it was not on the NYSARC review list for Downstate areas. This 
change addresses that oversight. 

Franklin's Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) (N) - change to Downstate only (D). 
Published population trends for this species have been somewhat controversial. 
Sampling methods, such as the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Breeding Bird Surveys, 
may not be in the best areas for detecting the species and even when high 
numbers are detected, it has been suggested that this could mean that the species 
had abandoned breeding attempts for that particular year (Burger and Gochfeld 
2009). In New York, sightings of this migrant peaked in the late 1960s and 
1970s (Brock 1998). But by 2000, sightings in New York were down 
considerably, prompting NYSARC to place the species on its review list 
statewide. Since then, however, there seems to have been a slight rebound. 
Franklin’s Gull has always occurred with greater frequency in upstate areas, 
especially along the Niagara River, and with more records in recent years, the 
Committee felt that upstate areas could be dropped from the review list. Caution 
is warranted in reporting this species, however, even in upstate areas, as the 
probability of occurrence there is only marginally greater than that of the similar 
Laughing Gull (L. atricilla). 

Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) (U) - change to statewide (N) with a note 
“Except Cupsogue County Park birds”. Formerly on the review list statewide, 
NYSARC changed this to upstate only after Arctic Terns were documented to be 
of regular occurrence in late spring on the mudflats of Moriches Inlet at 
Cupsogue County Park in Suffolk County (Mitra 2009). However, due to the 
extreme rarity of this species elsewhere on Long Island and the difficulty of 
identification, this did not sit well with Committee members, so we have opted 
to single out Cupsogue County Park as the only location where documentation is 
not currently necessary. 

Audubon’s Shearwater (Puffinis lherminieri) (N) - change to outside Pelagic 
Zone only (P). 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa) (N) - change to outside 
Pelagic Zone only (P). 
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American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) (D) - remove from 
review list for entire state. Highly visible and easily identified, records of this 
Species continue to increase in downstate regions as well as upstate. 
American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) (A) - change to 
Statewide (N). Over the past two decades, there have been fewer reports of this 
species, a now very rare resident and winter visitant in New York. In addition, 
the second atlas of breeding birds in New York State noted a 32% decrease in 
occurrence from the first atlas, which was conducted twenty years earlier 
(Peterson 2008). Due to this decline, the Committee felt that it was time to place 
this species on the review list for the entire State. Reports from the Adirondacks 
are likely to continue and the Committee strongly encourages these reports to be 
documented with photos. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) (N) - remove 
from review list for entire state. This species has shown a gradual increase 
throughout the State and has gotten to the point where it is nearly annual 
downstate as well as upstate. The species is usually not difficult to identify and 
the Committee felt that it was now appropriate to remove it from the review list 
statewide. 

For definitions of the notations used above, please refer to the printed 
Checklist of the Birds of New York State or to the online version, available on 
the NYSOA web site at: http://nybirds.org/Publications/ChecklistN YS .htm 


2013 Reports Accepted 


Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) 

2013-24-A/E One, Pennellville, Schroeppel, Hastings, Oswego, Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge, Seneca, 18, 19, 26 Mar (David Wheeler, William Watson, Bill Purcell, 
Ken Burdick, ph D. Wheeler, B. Purcell, K. Burdick) 

Since the first fully accepted State record in 2007, this species has been found 
every year in New York, except for 2010. The 2013 record here, presumably 
involving the same bird at both locations, was the furthest record away from the 
coast accepted in New York at that point in time. The bird was discovered in 
Pennellville by David Wheeler who, earlier in the day, had been discussing with 
other birders the strong possibility of this species occurring in the Region! This 
goose was rediscovered at Montezuma NWR, some 40 miles away, on 26 Mar 
by Steve Kolbe, D.Wheeler, Joe Brin, and Jim Tarolli. 


Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 

2013-86-A One, Westport, Essex, 1 Dec (Gary Chapin, ph Eric Damour); eBird 7 Dec 
This is another goose that has increased rather dramatically and, as a result, the 
Committee will no longer review sightings from downstate after 2017. Inland 
sightings have also increased, though the species remains quite rare there. This 
bird on Lake Champlain was well documented by Gary Chapin, with photos by 
Eric Damour. 
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Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 

2013-8-A/D One, Oswego harbor, Oswego, 7-13, 23 Feb (Kevin McGann, Bill Purcell, 
William Watson, David Wheeler, ph K. McGann, B. Purcell, Jim Tarolli); eBird 14-16 
Feb, 28 Feb - 6 Mar 

2013-11-A/B One, Buffalo, Erie, 18 Feb (William Watson, James Pawlicki, ph J. 
Pawlicki) 

This species, which is only reviewable in upstate regions, is being found with a 
slightly greater frequency in recent years, perhaps as a result of birders 
becoming aware of how to search for the species and being more adept at 
picking it out of the large rafts of diving ducks that it typically associates with. 
Both of these records involved birds in female plumage with noticeable crests. 
The Buffalo bird was found by Jim Pawlicki and Bill Watson and the Oswego 
bird by Andrew VanNorstrand. 


Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) 

2013-3-A One, Kirk Park, Suffolk, 9 Jan (Eileen Schwinn, ph E. Schwinn) 

2013-14-A One, Irondequoit Bay Outlet, Monroe, 14 Mar (William Watson); eBird 19 
Jan, 9, 12-21 Mar 

2013-25-A One, Sodus Bay, Wayne, 17 Mar (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler); eBird 16, 
17, 18 Mar 

This is another species that is being reported with increasing frequency. Three 
records were accepted for 2013, two upstate and one downstate. The two upstate 
records were less than 30 miles apart and overlapped in occurrence, with 
sightings of both birds at virtually the same time on 18 Mar, according to eBird 
checklists. The Irondequoit bird was found by Robert Spahn on 19 Jan but then 
not reported again until 9 Mar, raising the possibility that different birds were 
involved. The Sodus bird was found by Donna Carter on 16 Mar. The downstate 
record comes from Kirk Park in Montauk, a bird apparently discovered by Bill 
Hollweg. 


Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) 

2013-82-A Four, Hilton, Monroe, 6 Nov (Dominic Sherony, ph D. Sherony); eBird 2 Jan 
- 29 Dec (11 dates) 

The Greenwell Farm in the Town of Hamlin, Monroe County, has hosted this 
species for several years. At first, it was assumed that the species would spread 
from here as it has in many southern and western states. Although that has not 
occurred, the dove maintains a toehold at this location, often with months 
between sporadic sightings. 


Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 

2013-69-A/B One, Southold, Suffolk, 4-14 Oct (Eileen Schwinn, Richard Willott, ph E. 
Schwinn, R. Willott); eBird 5 Oct - 28 Dec 

2013-84-A One, Bainbridge, Chenango, 17 Nov (Robert P. Yunick); eBird 9 Nov, 7 Dec 
The Chenango County hummingbird was found at the residence of Rich and 
Patty Howe in Bainbridge. It was banded and documented by master bander, 
Robert Yunich, who identified it by plumage and measurements as an after- 


276 The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 


hatching year female Rufous Hummingbird. Patty Howe indicated that after the 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds (Archilochus colubris) had departed their feeders 
in early Sep, this bird was the only individual to remain. She indicated that it 
may have arrived in late Aug. There are two eBird reports of this bird from 9 
Nov and 7 Dec. Unfortunately, we received no information about what 
happened to the bird with winter looming. The Southold, Suffolk County bird 
was identified by birders as a Rufous Hummingbird, with thicker outer rectrices 
than an Allen’s Hummingbird (S. sasin) would show. The homeowners, Richard 
and Nancy Willott, first noticed the bird on 4 Oct. It was last reported to eBird 
on 28 Dec. 


King Rail (Rallus elegans) 

2013-41-A/D One, Great Vly Swamp, Ulster, 19 May - 14 Jun (Gilbert Thomson, 
Richard Guthrie, Kenneth McDermott, Bill Purcell, ph Aaron Paul, R. Guthrie, Deborah 
Tracy-Kral); eBird 19 May - 15 Jun 

Discovered by Gilbert Thomson on 19 May and lingering until at least 15 Jun, 
this marks a rare record for recent years and suggests the possibility of breeding. 
This bird, which was heard calling on multiple occasions, would occasionally 
come right out into the open and walk across the road, allowing for some clear 
unobstructed photos. 


Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) 

2013-56-A One, Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, Genesee, 11 May (James 
Pawlicki, ph J. Pawlicki) 

This adult Piping Plover in alternate plumage was found at the Batavia 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, a place that has become well-known for the great 
number of rarities it has attracted. It stayed only the one day. The band 
information was recorded by the finder, Jim Pawlicki, and submitted to the US 
Geological Survey, which responded with a certificate indicating that the bird 
was hatched the previous year in Michigan but did not indicate the region of the 
State. 


Ruff (Calidris pugnax) 

2013-35-A/C One, Millville, Orleans, Cayuga Pool, Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge, 
Genesee, 24, 28, 30 Apr (William Watson, Willie D’Anna, Mike Morgante, ph W. 
D’ Anna); eBird 18, 24-26, 28, 30 Apr 

2013-39-A/C One, Howland Island, Cayuga, 13 May (David Wheeler, Ken Burdick, Bill 
Purcell, ph D. Wheeler, K. Burdick, B. Purcell); eBird 10, 12-14 May 

2013-52-A One, Timber Point Golf Course, Suffolk, 13 Apr (Andrew Baksh, ph A. 
Baksh); eBird 13-26 Apr, 7 May 

A molting black male Ruff was found by Melissa Mance and Greg Coniglio at 
Kumpf Marsh, Iroquois NWR on 18 Apr. Six days later on 24 Apr, what was 
almost certainly the same bird, based upon a comparison of photographs, was 
found by Greg Lawrence in Millville, about ten miles from Kumpf Marsh. 
Surprisingly, the Ruff returned to Kumpf Marsh the next day, then went back to 
Millville again the day after that, only to return for a third time to Kumpf Marsh 
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and nearby Cayuga Pool on 28 Apr. A lovely chestnut and black Ruff was 
photographed at Howland Island on 13 May after being found originally on 10 
May at Montezuma NWR by Tim Lenz. Remarkably, two Ruffs were seen at a 
golf course in Suffolk County on 13 Apr, a black and white male found by 
Michael McBrien and his father and a faeder-type male (that is, a male sporting 
female-like plumage) found by Andrew Baksh and John Gluth. Both birds were 
reported regularly to eBird until 26 Apr with a disjunct report of both birds, 
supported by a photo of the black and white male, on 7 May. 


Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) 

2013-61-A One, Mecox Inlet, Suffolk, 24 Aug (Angus Wilson, ph A. Wilson); eBird 18- 
24 Aug 

Possibly a male in transitioning plumage, based upon the relatively short bill, 
this Curlew Sandpiper was found by Jim Ash on 18 Aug and lingered for a 
week. 


Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) 

2013-49-A/C One, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 30 Jun (John Gluth, John Shemilt, 
Angus Wilson, ph J. Gluth, J. Shemilt); eBird 30 Jun - 4 Jul 

This adult Red-necked Stint in bright alternate plumage was found at the 
productive sand flats of Cupsogue County Park by John Gluth and Andrew 
Baksh. It stayed until 4 Jul. Remarkably, this individual was seen only two days 
prior to its discovery here, at Plum Island in Massachusetts, as conclusively 
shown in a photographic comparison made by Angus Wilson. This marks the 
sixth record in New York. On 3 Jul, the stint was one of three exceptional 
rarities found at Cupsogue, the others being a hybrid Dunlin X White-rumped 
Sandpiper (C. alpine X C. fuscicollis) and an Elegant Tern (Thalasseus elegans), 
the latter a first State record. In addition, four Arctic Terns (Sterna paradisaea) 
were present on the flats that day. 


Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) 

2013-54-A One, Amagansett, Suffolk, 8 Jun (Angus Wilson) 

2013-60-A One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 14 Aug (David Wheeler) 

The subadult Long-tailed Jaeger at Amagansett was seen on 8 Jun after the 
passage of Tropical Storm Andrea. The adult at Derby Hill was seen over Lake 
Ontario on 14 Aug, an early fall migrant. 


“Thayer’s” Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides thayeri) 

2013-17-A One, Devil’s Hole SP, Niagara, 7 Jan (James Pawlicki, ph J. Pawlicki) 
2013-18-A One, Goat Island SP, Niagara, 21 Jan (James Pawlicki, ph J. Pawlicki) 
2013-19-A One, Goat Island SP, Niagara, 23 Jan (James Pawlicki, ph J. Pawlicki) 
2013-74-A/B One, Goat Island SP, Niagara, 29 Oct (William Watson, ph J. Pawlicki) 

In 2017 the American Ornithological Society (AOS, formerly the AOU) 
relegated Thayer’s Gull (L thayeri) to a subspecies of Iceland Gull (L. g. 
thayeri). The Committee is still interested in reviewing well-documented reports 
of this subspecies, preferably accompanied by photographs. The Niagara River 
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is the only location in the State where this form is seen every year. Due to the 
difficulty of identification of this form, as well as the difficulty of documenting 
it on the Niagara River, where gulls are seldom close, relatively few are 
photographed sufficiently for acceptance by NYSARC. However, Jim Pawlicki 
nicely photo-documented four adult birds on the Niagara River in 2013. 


Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus) 

2013-9-A/B One, Buffalo, Erie, 10, 11 Feb (William Watson, James Pawlicki), eBird 10, 
11, 16, 17 Feb 

2013-20-A One, Lewiston, Niagara River, Niagara, 25 Jan (James Pawlick1) 

2013-21-A One, Lewiston Reservoir, Niagara, 26 Jan, 9 Feb (James Pawlick1) 
2013-23-A One, Oswego, Oswego, 28 Feb (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

An adult Slaty-backed Gull was found by Jim Pawlicki and Joe Mitchell on the 
lower Niagara River in Lewiston on 25 Jan. Initially seen standing on an ice floe 
drifting down the river, the bird eventually took flight, revealing several features 
and allowing Pawlicki to conclusively eliminate other similar species and “dark- 
mantled” Larus hybrids. The very next day on 26 Jan, Pawlicki was birding at 
the Lewiston Reservoir and discovered another adult Slaty-backed Gull. 
Pawlicki’s notes indicate this appeared to be the same individual photographed 
by Willie D’ Anna, Jean Iron, and others above Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 
earlier in the winter on 30 Dec 2012. Pawlicki returned to this location about 
two weeks later on 9 Feb and observed this same Slaty-backed Gull again. 
While Pawlicki and Bill Watson were viewing Buffalo Harbor from Erie Basin 
Marina on 10 Feb, Pawlicki found a “dark-mantled gull” sleeping on the ice. A 
patient vigil was rewarded when the bird eventually awoke and began foraging 
nearby, revealing another adult Slaty-backed Gull. Pawlicki and others returned 
to the location the next day where the gull was seen again. This individual 
appeared similar to the one observed by Pawlicki on the lower Niagara River in 
Lewiston on 25 Jan, but views during the observation in Lewiston prevented 
photographs and details of plumage and bare parts to be seen that would allow 
for a sufficient comparison. This represents the first record for Erie County. 
Lastly, while birding late in the day at Oswego Harbor on 28 Feb, David 
Wheeler and Jim Tarolli found and photographed an adult Slaty-backed Gull 
standing amongst other large gulls. The single photo and description ruled out 
other similar “dark-mantled” Larus hybrids. This represents the first record for 
NYSOA Region 5 and Oswego County. Whether there were only three Slaty- 
backed Gulls or four, 2013 was a remarkable and unprecedented year for the 
species in the State. 


Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

2013-42-A One, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 1 Jun (Derek Rogers, ph D. Rogers) 
2013-43-A One, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 5 Jun (Derek Rogers, ph D. Rogers) 
2013-45-A One, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 8 Jun (Derek Rogers, ph D. Rogers) 
2013-46-A One, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 8 Jun (Derek Rogers, ph D. Rogers) 
2013-47-A Three, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 8 Jun (Derek Rogers, ph D. Rogers) 
2013-48-A One, Nickerson Beach, Nassau, 11 Jun (Brendan Fogarty) 
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2013-50-A One, Nickerson Beach, Nassau, 18 Jun (Brendan Fogarty, ph B. Fogarty) 
Late May through mid July is the time-frame when Arctic Tern appears in New 
York State. This year, the Committee received seven reports documenting nine 
individuals with all but two reports coming from the flats at Cupsogue County 
Park, where the species is now annually documented in small numbers. Aside 
from the Cupsogue reports received by the Committee, there were many 
additional, well-documented reports in eBird from this location ranging from 20 
May through 17 Jul. Given our current understanding of the well-established 
patterns of Arctic Tern, NYSARC decided at the 2017 annual meeting to 
remove Arctic Tern as a reviewable species when found at Cupsogue. However, 
the Committee still welcomes reports from the rest of the State, including other 
downstate areas. While Arctic Tern is no longer a reviewable species at 
Cupsogue, care should always be taken when searching for this species, given 
the challenges associated with the identification. Two of the nine documented 
individuals in 2013 came from Nickerson Beach, both of which represented first 
summer individuals discovered by Brendan Fogarty on 11 and 18 Jun. 
Nickerson Beach Park is located in Nassau County approximately one mile west 
of Jones Inlet. The park hosts a large breeding colony of Common Terns and 
may prove to be a promising stopover location for small numbers of Arctic 
Terns in western parts of Long Island. 


Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) 
2013-51-A/B One, Nickerson Beach, Nassau, 10 Jul (Brendan Fogarty, Pat Palladino, ph 


B. Fogarty) 
2013-78-A Two, Cupsogue County Park, Suffolk, 27 Jun (Arie Gilbert, ph A. Gilbert); 


eBird 22, 27 Jun, 8, 24, 27 Jul 

For the seventh consecutive year, Sandwich Tern was found in the state. Like all 
but one of the previous records, this year’s reports came from coastal areas. The 
bird at Nickerson Beach appears to have been a second year individual while the 
two birds at Cupsogue were adults. An adult Sandwich Tern reported to eBird 
on 13 and 20 Jul at Mecox Inlet and Sagaponack Pond, some 20+ miles east of 
Cupsogue, could possibly have been one of these birds. 


Elegant Tern (Thalasseus elegans) 

2013-55-A/F One, Cupsogue County Park and Tiana Beach Recreation Area, Suffolk, 3, 
4,6, 7 Jul (Brett Gleitsmann, Brendan Fogarty, Angus Wilson, Arie Gilbert, Thomas W. 
Burke, Andy Guthrie, ph B. Gleitsmann, B. Fogarty, A. Wilson, T. Burke, Gail Benson, 
A, Guthrie) 

2013-76-A/E One, Grand Island and Unity Island, Buffalo, Erie, 20-23 Nov (William 
Watson, Dominic Sherony, Willie D’Anna, James Pawlicki, Alan Wormington, ph D. 
Sherony, W. D’Anna, J. Pawlicki, A. Wormington) 

The Suffolk County bird was accepted as the first record for New York State. 
See Wilson et al. (2016) for a full account. Just as remarkable as the State’s first 
record was the second one, involving a bird in first-basic plumage at Grand 
Island on the Niagara River, found by Vicki Rothman. Rothman immediately 
contacted Jim Pawlicki who made it to the site in time to confirm the 
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identification, before the bird soon departed. The tern was relocated at Unity 
Island (formerly Squaw Island) the next day, over two miles from the Grand 
Island site. The Elegant Tern associated mainly with Bonaparte’s Gulls 
(Croicocephalus philadelphia), though there were a few lingering Common 
Terns (Sterna hirundo) as well. This bird was seen by many birders and was 
well-photographed. It was last reported on 24 Nov across the river from Unity 
Island in Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada (Holden 2014). 


Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) 

2013-67-A One, Glenmere Lake, Orange, 7 Oct (Kenneth M. McDermott, ph John Haas) 
This sighting marks a very rare inland record of this species, well away from 
coastal areas. It was discovered by Rob Stone at Glenmere Lake and is a first 
record for Orange County. A check of the weather before and during the time of 
the sighting did not reveal any weather systems that might account for bringing 
this coastal species so far inland. It was only seen the one day. 


Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) 

2013-81-A One, Eatons Neck, Suffolk, 1 Dec (Brent Bomkamp) 

2013-85-A One, Golden Hill SP, Niagara, 18 Oct (Willie D’Anna) 

We have come a long way since the days of John Bull rejecting all sight reports 
of Pacific Loon in basic plumage. More and more birders understand the 
complexities of loon identification, and this species is now increasingly 
identified correctly when in its more cryptic plumage. The loon in Suffolk 
County was in basic plumage and thoroughly described by the finder, Brent 
Bomkamp, but the bird that flew by Golden Hill State Park in Oct, spotted by 
Betsy Potter and also observed by Willie D’Anna and Sue Barth, still retained 
much of its alternate plumage. 


Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) 

2013-57-A One, Hudson River, Dutchess/Orange, 7 Aug (Susan Joseph, ph Walter 
Joseph) 

This was a very rare occurrence of Manx Shearwater away from coastal regions. 
Found in the middle of the Hudson River near Newburgh by Walter Joseph, he 
photographed it with a cell phone. He phoned his wife, Susan Joseph, who was 
at home. Walter texted photos of the bird to Susan and she texted field guide 
plate images to Walter. The two discussed the bird while analyzing the photos 
and concluded that it must be a Manx Shearwater. The images submitted with 
their joint report are diagnostic for this species. This is an excellent example of 
remote collaboration used to come up with the correct identification of a very 
rare bird. 


White-faced Storm-Petrel (Pelagodroma marina) 

2013-64-A/B One, Suffolk, Pelagic, 20 Aug (John Shemilt, Derek Rogers, ph J. Shemilt, 
D. Rogers) 

As more and more pelagic trips go out to appropriate areas at the right time of 
the year, this distinctive species is being found with increasing frequency. John 
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Shemilt has previously documented several White-faced Storm-Petrels in New 
York and his photograph of this bird is not only diagnostic but absolutely 
stunning. 


Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) 

2013-68-A/D One, Buffalo, Erie, 7-9 Oct (William Watson, Dominic Sherony, James 
Pawlicki, Willie D’Anna, ph D. Sherony, J. Pawlicki), eBird 7-22 Oct 

This adult female Brown Booby was discovered in Buffalo by Jim Pawlicki 
while lake-watching on Lake Erie near the source of the Niagara River on 7 Oct. 
Word spread quickly and numerous birders were able to see this first record for 
the Great Lakes and first inland record for the State, as the bird stayed in the 
area until last reported on 22 Oct. Pawlicki and Sherony were able to take a boat 
out to get closer to the booby, allowing them the opportunity to obtain some 
excellent photographs. See Pawlicki (2014) for a full account of this record. 
While 22 Oct was the last date that the bird was seen in the Buffalo area, it was 
found roosting on shoreline rocks of Lake Erie at Mohawk Point, Ontario on 2 
and 3 Nov. This is about 30 miles due west of Buffalo. Observers watching it 
there assumed that it was moribund, as it allowed exceptionally close approach. 
They were stunned when it suddenly woke up and took flight. Interestingly, a 
fecal sample was collected from this location, which, from DNA analysis, 
confirmed the belief that this bird was of the nominate Atlantic subspecies 
(Skevington et al. 2015). Many had speculated that it was of the Pacific 
subspecies, brewsteri, because of the extensive pattern of vagrancy of this race 
that had been witnessed in 2013. 


Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 

2013-91-A One, Hamlin Beach SP, Monroe, 14 Aug (Andy Guthrie, ph A. Guthrie) 
This record was accepted as the first for New York State. See Wilson et al. 
(2016) for a full account. 


American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) 

2013-88-A One, Seaford Harbor, Nassau, 24 Dec (Captain Donald Popella, ph D. 
Popella) 

This White Pelican was seen and photographed on the late date of 24 Dec by a 
boat captain as it was flying overhead. Due to numerous reports of this species 
during the past decade, NYSARC recently removed it from the review list for 
the entire State. 


Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) 

2013-36-A One, Kissena Park, Queens, 10 May (César Castillo, ph C. Castillo) 

After four records of this species in New York in 2012, only one was seen this 
year, a bird that was clearly photographed over Kissena Park in Queens County. 


Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) 


2013-44-A/B One, Kaatsbaan, Ulster, 9 Jun (Richard Guthrie, Kenneth McDermott, ph 
R. Guthrie, Steve Schuyler); eBird 8-11 Jun 
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This species is recorded more frequently in New York than the former, with 
records mounting at hawk-watches, in the New York City area, and at other 
widely scattered parts of the State. As with most other records of the species, 
this bird was seen in the May-June time period, when individuals appear to 
overshoot the southern breeding grounds; recent nesting records from New York 
and nearby states indicate that birds prospecting for new breeding territories 
could also be involved. This adult bird, discovered by Peter Schoenberger, was 
observed both perched and in flight. Due to the multi-day presence of this 
species during the breeding season, the possibility of a very rare breeding 
attempt in the State should be considered. Unfortunately, with no reports after 
11 Jun, it seems unlikely that such was the case here. 


Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis calurus) 

2013-6-A One, Erieville, Madison, 19 Jan (Kevin Pace, ph K. Pace) 

2013-37-A/B One, Braddock Bay Hawk Watch, Monroe, 15 May (Dominic Sherony, 
Luke Tiller, ph D. Sherony); eBird 17 May 

The calurus subspecies of Red-tailed Hawk is a form that is occasionally 
reported in New York, especially at hawk-watches. The record from Madison 
County is an interesting example of a bird that was not observed by anyone 
while present but which had its image captured by a motion-sensing camera in 
an area baited with deer carcasses. The photos show a very dark hawk that 
appeared fairly uniformly dark brownish. Although the color of the tail is 
difficult to discern in the photos, it appears to be banded, typical of not only 
immatures but many adults of this subspecies. In addition, the iris appears quite 
dark, indicating an adult. The bird at Braddock Bay was observed during 
migration by Dominic Sherony, who submitted the documentation, as well as 
the official hawk-watch counter, Luke Tiller. The photos appear to show a 
juvenile with a banded tail that lacks rufous. The underside of the tail looks 
whitish, which could suggest the Harlan’s race of Red-tailed Hawk. However, 
raptor expert, Brian Sullivan, commented that this was a fairly typical first- 
spring rufous-morph of the calurus subspecies, noting that the fairly light 
banding in the flight feathers and the unbarred outer primaries helped to rule out 
Harlan’s. Atypically, the Braddock Bay bird did not simply migrate past, like 
most of the raptors seen here, but remained in the area for a few days. 


Northern Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula) 

2013-4-A One, West Milton, Saratoga, 7 Dec 2012, 11, 14-16 Jan (Brendan Hathaway) 
Found on a restricted access site in Saratoga County on 7 Dec 2012, this rare 
northern owl was only seen by one birder and three of his coworkers. It 
remained in the area for over five weeks. 


Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya) 

2013-33-A/C One, Prospect Park, Kings, 26, 27 Apr (Michael Yuan, Tinsley Perky, 
Ryan Bass, ph M. Yuan, T. Perky, R. Bass) 

2013-66-A One, Jones Beach, Nassau, 20 Sep (Stan Furtak, ph S. Furtak); eBird 18 Sep, 
2 Oct 
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The Prospect Park bird was found by Tinsley Perky on 26 Apr, furnishing the 
first spring record for New York and a very rare spring record for anywhere in 
the East. Stan Furtak found the bird at Jones Beach SP and he was the only 
observer at this location. However, two days prior, there was an eBird report 
with a diagnostic photo from nearby Robert Moses SP, also on the barrier beach 
about 15 miles east of Jones Beach. The report indicated that the bird was 
moving from east to west and could not be refound. Based on this, it would 
seem likely that the same individual was seen at both locations. A final sighting 
at Robert Moses SP on 2 Oct of a bird flying from east to west (eBird) may 
suggest that the same bird had returned to its original location, though it would 
seem unusual that it was not detected during the nearly two-week interim. 


Varied Thrush (/xoreus naevius) 

2013-12-A/D One, Prospect Park, Kings, 8, 9, 17 Mar (Peter Dorosh, Sean Zimmer, 
Chellie Bowman, Jesse Jaycox, ph Rob Bate, Juan Salas); eBird 8 Mar - 5 Apr 
Reportedly found by Mark Salvadalena at Prospect Park on 7 Mar, this bird was 
last reported to eBird on 5 Apr. Varied Thrush is a very rare migrant and winter 
visitor in New York. There are at least a couple of individuals that have stayed 
for most of the winter in the State. The range of occurrence for accepted 
NYSARC records is from 20 Nov to 22 Apr. The Prospect Park date of 5 Apr 
makes this the second latest record in spring for this species in New York. 


Smith’s Longspur (Calcarius pictus) 

2013-34-A/B One, Shawangunk Grasslands NWR, Ulster, 28, 30 Apr (Kenneth 
McDermott, Thomas W. Burke, ph Jeff Goulding, T. Burke, Lloyd Spitalnik, David 
Speiser); eBird 28-30 Apr 

Found by Tom Burke and Gail Benson at the Shawangunk Grasslands, this 
Smith’s Longspur was a lovely bird nearly in full alternate plumage. It is only 
the third record for the State and the first in spring. The others were 22 Sep 
1974, a bird collected at Robert Moses S. P. (DiCostanzo 1998), and a bird that 
lingered at Jones Beach S. P. 2 Feb to 18 Mar 2007 (Wilson et al. 2009). 


Le Conte’s Sparrow (Ammodramus leconteii) 

2013-87-A One, Fort Drum, Jefferson, 10, 11 Oct (Jeff Bolsinger, ph J. Bolsinger) 

Jeff Bolsinger found this bird at Fort Drum on 10 Oct but saw the bird only 
briefly. He returned the following morning with a camera and obtained 
diagnostic photos. The October dates fit into the expected pattern for this 
species, with nearly half of the accepted records occurring during that month. 


Harris’s Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) 

2013-83-A One, Campbell Hall, Orange, 14 Dec (Kenneth M. McDermott, ph Francis & 
Janet Fitzpatrick, John Haas); eBird 17-18 Dec 

This immature Harris’s Sparrow was found at the feeding station of Francis and 
Janet Fitzpatrick in Orange County on 14 Dec. A number of birders were 
reported to have seen this bird. The last eBird report was on 18 Dec. 
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Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis — oreganus group) 

2013-15-A One, Baldwinsville, Onondaga, 7 Jan (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

This “Oregon-type” Dark-eyed Junco report lacked a description but was 
supported by photographs. The bird appears to have been an immature, though it 
could possibly have been an adult female. Dark-eyed Juncos are problematic. 
While some individuals, particularly adult males, are clear-cut and can be easily 
placed in the appropriate subspecies group, others are more difficult. There was 
some discussion among Committee members about this bird and whether it 
could possibly represent an intergrade. In the end, the Committee decided that 
most of the characters on this bird were in line with the Oregon-type and voted 
to accept. 


Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 

2013-7-A One, Honeoye Falls, Monroe, 28 Dec 2012 - 7 Jan (Brad Carlson, ph B. 
Carlson) 

2013-26-A One, Clinton, Oneida, 14, 15, 23 Mar (Matt Perry, ph M. Perry); eBird 14, 22 
Mar 

2013-80-A One, Middletown, Orange, 4, 5 Dec (Kenneth M. McDermott, ph Tom 
Bushey) 

It is remarkable that the same yard in New York has hosted three recognizably 
different Yellow-headed Blackbirds. That is what has occurred in Brad 
Carlson’s yard in Monroe County, all during the winter months between Dec 
2009 and Jan 2013. The 2013 bird was an adult male, nicely photographed. 
Another adult male was photographed in Oneida County during Mar 2013 by 
Matt Perry. The latter report was submitted by David Wheeler on behalf of 
Perry. Yet another record of an adult male was found amidst a large flock of 
mainly Brown-headed Cowbirds (Melothrus ater) and European Starlings 
(Sturnus vulgaris) in Orange County on 4 Dec, discovered by Tom Bushey. It 
was seen again the next day by Ken McDermott, who documented the sighting 
for NYSARC. Due to an increase in sightings in recent years, NYSARC no 
longer requests reports of Yellow-headed Blackbird to be submitted from 
anywhere in the State. 


Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 

2013-73-A One, Caumsett SP, Suffolk, 28 Oct (John Gluth, ph J. Gluth) 

Records of Brewer’s Blackbirds have declined in the State and this is the first 
one that NYSARC has accepted since 2010. The bird was found and 
photographed by John Gluth at Caumsett State Park on Long Island Sound. It 
apparently did not stay long, as it was not reported by anyone else. 


Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) 

2013-31-A/C One, Scriba, Oswego, 17 Apr (Kevin McGann, David Wheeler, Bill 
Purcell, ph K. McGann, Steve Kolbe, B. Purcell) 

Found in a park on Lake Ontario by Barb Reuter, the Oswego County bird 
furnished one of very few spring records for the State. It stayed for only one 
day. 
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Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 

2013-32-A/D One, Irving, Chautauqua, 23, 24 Apr (William Watson, Willie D’Anna, 
Mike & Sylvia Galas, Jim Landau, ph W. D’Anna); eBird 23-26 Apr 

2013-75-A One, Prospect Park, Kings, 20 Nov (Kenneth Pearlman, ph K. Pearlman) 

The adult male Western Tanager in Chautauqua County appeared at the home of 
Pauline Fox and stayed for a few days, allowing many birders to see it. Prospect 
Park in Brooklyn was the site of still another rare bird in 2013, a female or 
immature male Western Tanager found and photographed by Kenneth Pearlman. 
Pearlman may have been the only observer, as there were no other reports of this 
individual. 


Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris) 

2013-13-A One, Montauk, Suffolk, 12-13 Mar (Hannah Mirando, ph H. Mirando) 
2013-27-A One, Ridge, Suffolk, 4-5 Apr (Melissa Hahn, ph M. Hahn) 

On 12 and 13 Mar, an adult male Painted Bunting came to the feeding station of 
Hannah Mirando in Montauk. About three weeks later, another or perhaps the 
same adult male came to the feeding station of Melissa Hahn in Ridge, about 50 
miles west of Montauk. Like the bird in Montauk, it only stayed two days before 
disappearing. Both birds appeared to be in excellent plumage and no bands 
could be seen in the photos, alleviating any concerns about origin. Birders 
should be aware that male Painted Buntings in “dilute plumage” occasionally 
are seen in the wild and such birds could well be escapes. Apparently, Painted 
Buntings need certain foods that are available in the wild but not usually fed to 
caged birds in order to retain their brilliant plumage, especially the red feathers. 
A bird with dilute plumage (yellow-orange ventral body) was observed outside 
of Toronto, Ontario in Dec 2014. This bird also had a damaged bill, consistent 
with some caged birds. The Toronto record was not accepted by the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee because of a concern for captive origin (Burrell and 
Charlton 2015). 


2013 Identification Accepted 
But Origins Unknown or Unnatural 


Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca) 

2013-29-A Two, Harrison, Westchester, 9 Apr (Lee Carilli, ph L. Carilli) 

The committee was unanimous in its opinion that these two Egyptian Geese 
were, in all likelihood, escapes or releases. The species is possibly established in 
parts of Florida or Texas but has not shown a pattern of vagrancy to places far 
from those states. 


Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) 
2013-1-A One, Champlain Bridge, Crown Point, Essex, 1 Jan - 10 Feb (Ted Murin, ph T. 
Murin, Tom Berriman) 
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The Committee is extremely grateful to Ted Murin for his exceptionally 
thorough report, which included photographs and extensive research into the 
origin of this adult male Pochard. The identification was not in question for the 
Committee. This duck was banded and Murin included a photo of the band, 
taken by Tom Berriman. The duck was photographed in a raft that contained 
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis), Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula), and 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) and perhaps other species not visible in the 
photos. Unfortunately, the duck was not quite close enough to be able to read the 
band number from the photograph. After some research, Murin concluded that 
the band was probably too narrow to be of the type used in North America or the 
United Kingdom on wild waterfowl. It seemed more likely that the band was 
placed on the bird by an aviculturalist, though there is some uncertainty in this 
conclusion—for example, the Bird Ringing Centre at the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History did not discount the band offhand as being one of theirs. It is 
conceivable that Pochard could reach North America on its own from its 
European/Asian range. Two Tufted Ducks (Aythya fuligula) in the vicinity of the 
Pochard sighting on Lake Champlain might even suggest that the same forces 
that brought them to New York could also bring a Pochard. However, there has 
not been an increased frequency of sightings of Common Pochard in 
intermediate locations, such as Iceland. There was also a posting to the Vermont 
birding listserv that an aviculturalist who raised Common Pochards recognized 
the band in the photo as likely one of his own and that he had sold some ducks 
to an aviary about 80 miles south of where the bird was being seen. In the end, 
the Committee came to the same conclusion as Murin, that this bird 1s, at best, a 
species of uncertain origin, and at worst, a likely escape or release. 


Smew (Mergellus albellus) 

2013-10-A One, Lisbon Beach, St. Lawrence, 16 Feb (Jeff Bolsinger, ph J. Bolsinger) 
The question of origin is often a difficult one for records committees. In 
northeastern North America, the most difficult decisions often involve 
waterfowl—many exotic species are widely available for sale and frequently 
kept in captivity. Wild vagrants are often possible and many would agree that a 
few Smew are likely to have reached eastern North America on their own 
accord. A few states include this species on their checklists, with New York 
being one of them (Lincoln 1998). However, this female/immature male Smew, 
found by Jeff Bolsinger, was voted to be of uncertain origin by the Committee. 
The escape of multiple Smew from an aviary in Western New York after a flood 
event, some four years previous to this sighting, led in part to the Committee 
taking this more conservative stance. This opinion was not unanimous, as it 
often is not, as some felt that a wild origin was more likely. 


Eurasian Linnet (Linaria cannabina) 
2013-79-A One, Kissena Corridor Park, Queens, 9 Oct (Seth Ausubel, ph Eric Miller, 
Peter Reisfeld, Jeff Ritter) 
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This old world species is considered much more likely to be an escape or release 
in North America than it is a natural vagrant. At present there are no accepted 
records of naturally occurring birds in North America. Finding one while out 
birding can still be interesting. Veteran birder, Seth Ausubel, had the unusual 
experience of not knowing what species he was looking at when he came upon 
this bird in Kissena Park. With the aid of photographs taken by birders after his 
initial observation, he was able to rule out the very similar Twite (Z. 
flavirostris), another species not officially recorded in North America. 
Identification of these small brownish finches is covered by Svensson ef al. 
(2009). 


Northern Red Bishop (Euplectes franciscanus) 

2013-62-A Two, Shinnecock Inlet, Suffolk, 15 Sep (Stephen Savage) 

Although there are a few populations in warm-weather states, such as Florida, 
Texas, and California, that have been established from releases, this African 
species has not shown a pattern of vagrancy outside of those areas. Thus, the 
Committee voted to classify these two birds as likely to be of unnatural origin. 


2012 Reports Accepted 


Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 

2012-121-A One, Water Mill, Suffolk, 29 Nov 2012 - 6 Jan (John Shemilt, ph J. Shemilt) 
This female/immature male Rufous Hummingbird was beautifully documented 
with photos by John Shemilt. The bird stayed for over five weeks at his feeding 
station. Committee members were in agreement that the width of the outer tail 
feathers was sufficiently wide to confidently rule out Allen’s Hummingbird (S. 
sasin). 


Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) 

2012-111-B One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 21 Oct (Ken Burdick, ph Drew Weber, Bill 
Purcell) 

This bird was observed from Derby Hill, the venerable spring hawk-watch site 
on Lake Ontario, which many birders also know to be an excellent vantage for 
observing fall migrant waterbirds as well. Long-tailed Jaeger has been recorded 
on multiple occasions from here and this juvenile intermediate morph was 
admirably documented by Ken Burdick’s report and the accompanying 
photographs by Weber and Purcell. This report documented the same bird 
previously accepted by the Committee as 2012-111-A. 


Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) 

2012-122-A One, Suffolk, 1 Aug (Jon Feenstra, ph J. Feenstra) 

This Black-capped Petrel was identified and photographed from a Royal 
Caribbean cruise ship while traversing New York’s pelagic waters. Records of 
this Caribbean species in New York have been increasing due to increased 
exploration of more distant warmer offshore waters. 
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2012 Report Accepted in Revised Form 


Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus/S. sasin) 

2012-124-A One, Ellenville, Ulster, 14 Nov (Valerie Freer, ph Mary Collier); eBird 15 
Nov 

Although the width of the outer tail feathers can sometimes be used to help 
identify a female/immature male Rufous Hummingird, when they appear 
sufficiently wide to rule out the very similar Allen's Hummingbird, such is not 
always the case, even when the bird is photographed. Some individual Rufous 
Hummingbirds have narrower outer tail feathers, making the identification more 
tenuous. After the first round of review, some on the Committee felt that the 
outer tail feathers were sufficiently wide to identify this bird as a Rufous. 
However, others on the Committee were less sure and they persuaded the rest to 
accept this bird as the species pair, rather than Rufous Hummingbird, as it was 
submitted. 


2011 Reports Accepted 


Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) 

2011-45-B One, Southwick SP, Jefferson, 3 Jun (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler); eBird 
4 Jun 

This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2011-45-A. 


Franklin’s Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) 

2011-154-A One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 17 Oct (David Wheeler) 

This first basic Franklin’s Gull was spotted by David Wheeler as it was flying 
past the bluff at Derby Hill. Having found the species on multiple prior 
occasions, Wheeler knew immediately what it was. The bird even came by for 
an encore view, going back in the direction from which it came. 


White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) 

2011-153-A One, Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, Seneca, 16 May (David 
Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

While checking out new shorebird habitat at Montezuma NWR, David Wheeler 
had a 15-minute encounter with this alternate plumaged White-faced Ibis, before 
it flew off to the north. Attempts by Wheeler to relocate it were unsuccessful 
and, apparently, the bird was not seen by anyone else. Reports of White-faced 
Ibis in the East have exploded since the turn of the century. Most records in New 
York come from downstate but inland areas are slowly accumulating records as 
well. This is the second one from Montezuma NWR that the Committee has 
accepted. 


Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 
2011-39-B One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 22 May (David Wheeler, ph Tom Carollan) 
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This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2011-39-A. 


Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) 

2011-62-B One, Fairhaven SP, Cayuga, 11 Sep (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

This Lark Sparrow was found by David Wheeler at Fair Haven State Park on 
Lake Ontario. Diagnostic photos were obtained. Apparently, the bird was only 
seen the one day. This report documented the same bird previously accepted by 
the Committee as 2011-62-A. 


2010 Reports Accepted 


California Gull (Larus californicus) 

2010-69-D One, Niagara Falls SP, Niagara, 29 Oct (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 
Seen from Goat Island, this report documented the same bird previously 
accepted by the Committee as 2010-69-A-C. 


Townsend’s Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) 

2010-106-A One, Mohonk Preserve, Ulster, 21 Mar (Malcolm Grant, ph Jamie Deppen) 
This Townsend’s Solitaire was found by Malcolm Grant and Anne Bloomfield. 
Grant alerted others who were able to see the bird that day but, apparently, it 
was not seen afterwards. 


2009 Reports Accepted 


California Gull (Larus californicus) 

2009-62-C One, Devil’s Hole SP, Niagara, 18 Nov (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 
This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2009-62-A/B. 


“Black” Merlin (Falco columbarius suckleyi) 

2009-92-A One, Aurora, Cayuga, 2 Nov (Thomas B. Johnson, ph T. Johnson) 

There are currently three subspecies of Merlin recognized in North America 
(Warkentin et al. 2005). The most widespread and the one expected in our area 
is the nominate race, F. c. columbarius. The “Prairie” Merlin, F. c. richardsonii, 
breeds in south-central Canada and northern U.S. prairie states. The “Black” 
Merlin, F. c. suckleyi, breeds in humid forests of the Pacific northwest and is 
thought to be generally nonmigratory. However, some individuals have been 
found as far south as southern California and New Mexico during the winter 
(Warkentin et al. 2005). A record in upstate New York, however, would be 
extraordinary. In reviewing this report, the Committee had to rely heavily on the 
paper by Stanley Temple (1972). In addition expert opinions were sought and 
Committee member, Doug Gochfeld, examined specimens at the American 
Museum of Natural History. The greatest difficulty in accepting this record was 
not knowing the extremes in variation of the nominate subspecies. One expert 
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was reluctant to sign off on this bird as belonging to suckleyi, suggesting that 
there is overlap between the darkest columbarius and suckleyi. However, other 
expert opinions were strongly in favor of it and Committee members felt that all 
characters were typical of the form, in particular the virtually unmarked 
primaries and the limited tail banding. Gochfeld’s specimen search revealed that 
the Aurora bird lines up quite well with suckleyi. While it may be that some 
columbarius do look extremely similar to suckleyi, it is not clear that individuals 
that are known to be columbarius and which are as extreme in appearance and 
specific characters as the Aurora bird, have been documented. Since this bird fits 
so neatly into the suckleyi subspecies, and lacking clear evidence of overlap, the 
Committee decided that the record should be accepted. Excellent in-flight 
photos were provided by Johnson, who found the bird along with Tim Lenz. We 
thank the following for offering their thoughts about this record: Marshall Iliff, 
Tony Leukering, Jerry Liguori, Brian Sullivan, and Brian Wheeler. 


2008 Reports Accepted 


Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 

2008-106-A One, Vicinity of Cedar Point SP, Jefferson, 1 Aug (Nick Leone) 

The lone observer of this Long-billed Curlew did not have optics at the time of 
the sighting. Although he started his NYSARC submission shortly after the 
sighting, the report was not submitted for several years because of a residence 
change, and it was unknown to the Committee just what had been written shortly 
after the sighting. These are important shortcomings which, along with the 
extreme rarity of the species in New York, almost kept the record from being 
accepted. In trying to observe as much detail as possible, the observer wound up 
flushing the bird which, unfortunately, was never seen again. In doing so, 
however, he managed to see the cinnamon underwing color, which helps to rule 
out a Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus). The observer also considered Marbled 
Godwit (Limosa fedoa), which is appropriate because that species also has 
cinnamon-colored underwings. The Godwit, of course, also has a slightly 
upturned bill, not a long decurved bill as on a Curlew. In the end, NYSARC 
found this report from an experienced birder believable and voted to accept the 
record in the final round of review. In the first half of the 19" century, the Long- 
billed Curlew was a regular migrant along the coast of Long Island (Feustel 
1998) but overharvest and elimination of breeding habitat are believed 
responsible for the precipitous decline of this species in the Eastern U.S. 
(Dugger and Dugger 2002). Feustel (1998) cites two records of Long-billed 
Curlew in New York since 1938. However, one of those was not accepted by 
NYSARC and the other from 1975 was never reviewed. A 1998 record at Oak 
Beach on Long Island is the only prior record reviewed and accepted by the 
Committee, highlighting just how exceptional the Jefferson County record is. 
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Franklin’s Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) 

2008-107-A One, Dunkirk, Chautauqua, 20 Jul (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler); eBird 
21 Jul 

This record marks a rare summer occurrence of this species. A diagnostic photo 
by Wheeler accompanied his report. The bird was originally found by Peter 
Yoerg. 


2007 Reports Accepted 


Common Murre (Uria aalge) 

2007-82-A “Several”, Suffolk, 10 Feb (Paul Guris, ph Gary Chapin) 

This report was written long after the sighting and, as a result, many of the 
details of the sighting were forgotten by the observer, including the number of 
individuals observed. However, a diagnostic photo of a Common Murre by Gary 
Chapin accompanied the report, so the Committee agreed that the identification 
was correct, even if the number observed was uncertain. The birds were 
observed during a pelagic trip organized by See Life Paulagics, whose owner, 
Paul Guris, submitted the report. From eBird and from Committee members 
who were on the trip, the number of individuals observed is believed to be 
seven. Due to regular reports of Common Murre, documented mainly from See 
Life Paulagics trips, NYSARC has removed the species from its review list for 
sightings that occur within the pelagic zone. All near-shore and other sightings 
should still be documented carefully and submitted to NYSARC. 


Franklin’s Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) 

2007-84-A One, Dunkirk, Chautauqua, 23 Dec (David Wheeler); eBird 26 Dec - 2 Jan 
2008 

David Wheeler found this late Franklin’s Gull at Dunkirk Harbor. Interestingly, 
a very rare adult Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini) overlapped the appearance of this 
bird at this location. 


2006 Report Accepted 


“Thayer’s” Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides thayeri) 

2006-81-A One, Perinton, Monroe, 22 Feb (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

Found by David Wheeler and Brad Carlson near a landfill in Monroe County, 
this juvenile “Thayer’s” Gull was nicely photographed. Although spread-wing 
shots of this species are always desirable, these were not obtained in this 
instance. However, the Committee felt that all visible features on this bird were 
consistent with this subspecies and outside of the range displayed by Kumlien’s 
Iceland Gulls (L. g. kumlieni). In 2017, the American Ornithological Society 
(AOS, formerly the AOU) relegated Thayer’s Gull (L. thayeri) to a subspecies 
of Iceland Gull (L. g. thayeri). The Committee is still interested in reviewing 
well-documented reports of this subspecies, preferably accompanied by 
photographs. 
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2005 Report Accepted 


Harris’s Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) 

2005-78-B One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 11 May (David Wheeler, ph Gerard Phillips) 

This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2005-78-A. 


2004 Reports Accepted 


Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 

2004-23-B One, Fair Haven SP, Cayuga, 5 Mar (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler); eBird 
6, 7 Mar 

This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2004-23-A. 


Franklin’s Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) 

2004-93-A One, Pennellville, Oswego, 25 May (David Wheeler, ph D. Wheeler) 

This Franklin’s Gull was found by Kevin McGann in a flooded farm field in late 
May. From Wheeler’s photo, it appears to be an adult in basic plumage. 


2003 Report Accepted 


Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 

2003-11-D One, Oswego, Oswego, 2 Mar (David Wheeler, ph Gerard Phillips); eBird 1, 
2 Mar 

This report documented the same bird previously accepted by the Committee as 
2003-11-A/C. Through correspondence with David Wheeler, who found this 
bird, he saw it on 1 and 2 Mar, though his NYSARC submission only indicates 
observation on 2 Mar. Wheeler indicated that that all of his photos that were 
taken on 1 Mar were out of focus, which may be why he only indicated 2 Mar as 
the date of observation in his submission. However, Wheeler did report the bird 
to eBird for 1 Mar. 


1988 Report Accepted 


Swainson’s Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii) 

1988-19-A One, Tifft Nature Preserve, Erie, 5 Sep (Alec Humann) 

This old report was written shortly after the sighting. It was reviewed and 
accepted by the records committee of the Buffalo Ornithological Society in 1988 
but was not submitted to NYSARC until recently. This is a very rare species in 
the State, with only seven reports reviewed and accepted by NYSARC. What 
makes this report even more unusual is that it was in the fall, when there have 
been no other records in New York and very few for the Northeast. Although the 
observer was relatively inexperienced at the time, his thorough description was 


The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 293 


convincing to the Committee. The bird was foraging in dense undergrowth, 
where it was patiently and carefully studied for about ten minutes. 


2013 Reports Not Accepted 


Frigatebird species (Fregata species) 

2013-40-A One, Holtsville, Suffolk, 21 May 

This bird was observed in flight very briefly from a vehicle moving along the 
Long Island Expressway. The description was also very brief, though a sketch 
was included in the report to show the shape of the bird that was observed. 
Presumably the observer did not have enough time or a good enough view to 
study the plumage pattern. Although some Committee members thought the 
report could be correct, giving credence to the observer’s experience with 
Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregatta magnificens) in Florida and Central America, 
there was not enough support to accept it. 


Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 

2013-63-A One, Spencerport, Monroe, 10 Sep 

This was another very brief observation made while driving. The bird was on a 
rock with its wings spread, as if drying them. There was no discussion of how 
similar species were ruled out, in particular, Double-crested Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax auritus). 


Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) 

2013-59-A One, Brooklyn, Kings, no date given 

This was another very brief report by an inexperienced birder that did not 
include a date. No attempt was made to rule out more likely species and the 
report did not even convincingly describe a hawk. 


Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 

2013-70-A One, Wappingers Falls, Dutchess, 2 Sep 

This report included a minimal description of a bird in flight. Although the 
observer considered Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), Committee members 
could not be sure that this was even a shorebird. 


Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini) 

2013-65-A One, Bellmore, Nassau, 30 Sep 

This small gull was seen on the water and in flight with Ring-billed Gulls (Larus 
delawarensis). The bill was described as black and tipped yellow, suggesting an 
adult Sabine’s Gull. A darker gray mantle than the Ring-billed Gulls also 
supports the identification as an adult Sabine’s Gull. The gull lacked a hood with 
a dark smudge noted behind the eye and on the neck. The great rarity of this 
species on Long Island, especially at a freshwater pond several miles away from 
the coast, led the Committee to be especially cautious about this record. 
Committee members were troubled by the incomplete and rather vague 
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description of the wing pattern, with no mention at all of any white, which is a 
striking feature of this species. The length of view was relatively brief, only a 
couple of minutes, and Committee members were concerned that a Laughing 
Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) with an aberrant bill pattern was not ruled out. 
After much discussion, the report was not accepted. 


“Thayer’s” Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides thayeri) 

2013-16-A One, Syracuse, Onondaga, 26 Jan 

In 2017 the American Ornithological Society (AOS, formerly the AOU) 
relegated Thayer’s Gull (L. thayeri) to a subspecies of Iceland Gull (L. g. 
thayeri). The Committee is still interested in reviewing well-documented reports 
of this subspecies, preferably accompanied by photographs. This report of a first 
cycle “white-winged” gull was accompanied by helpful photos. Some on the 
Committee noted that it was possible that the bird could belong to this 
subspecies but, if so, it was an individual at the pale end of the spectrum. 
However, all agreed that a dark “Kumlien’s” Iceland Gull (L. g. kumlieni) could 
not be ruled out. 


Nutting’s Flycatcher (Myiarchus nuttingi) 

2013-77-A One, Jones Beach, Nassau, 16 Nov 

Nutting’s Flycatcher is a Mexican species that has no history of vagrancy in 
North America outside of the Southwestern U.S., so a record in New York 
would be extraordinary. This bird was viewed by many. Photos were obtained 
by others but none were submitted with this report. The bird was originally 
identified as an Ash-throated Flycatcher (M. cinerascens), and most of the 
people who viewed it and also submitted it to eBird identified it as that species. 
Nutting’s and Ash-throated Flycatchers are extremely similar with subtle 
structural and plumage differences. Some characters which may be helpful in 
identification, such as the color of the wing edgings and the pattern of the 
undertail, are not helpful in ruling out a juvenile/first-winter Ash-throated, 
which this bird was believed to be based upon retained greater coverts. The two 
species are best separated by voice (Howell et al. 2014), which, on this bird, 
reportedly was not heard by anyone. The color of the mouth lining is reported by 
some guides as being a helpful separating feature (e.g. National Geographic 
Field Guide to the Birds of North America, third edition) but it is not mentioned 
in Sibley (2014) or Howell et al. (2014). The observer indicated that there were 
reports that some photos showed this feature but we were unable to turn up any 
such photos during this review. The Committee felt that the identification of this 
bird as a Nutting’s Flycatcher was not supported and that no features were 
inconsistent with juvenile/first-winter Ash-throated Flycatcher. 


Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) 

2013-38-A/B One, Williamstown, Oswego, 18 May 

This was a brief sighting by two observers in a van, who watched the bird fly 
across the road in front of them, then fly back to the same side from which it 
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came, and then fly out of sight. Views were without the aid of optics but both 
observers were quite familiar with the species from many visits to Texas. They 
both exclaimed and identified the bird at the same time. The description noted a 
“scissor tail” that was about twice as long as the body and that the head and 
body were white. Although some on the Committee felt that experienced birders 
were unlikely to misidentify such a distinctive species, even with such a brief 
view, others were concerned by the lack of details. In particular, not noting the 
distinctive salmon color on the belly or underwing seemed to be a major 
omission. The second report received did not add any independent details but 
instead recounted a failed attempt to locate the bird two days later, as well as 
notes on correspondence with the original reporters. Birders need to be aware 
that birds with missing feathers can occasionally appear to be “scissor-tailed.” 
While this is a distinctive feature of this species, it is not diagnostic, in and of 
itself. The Committee was split on this report and could not muster the votes to 
accept It. 


Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii) 

2013-72-A One, Wappingers Falls, Dutchess, 19 Oct 

This report from an experienced observer was relatively brief and 
unaccompanied by additional supporting evidence, such as photos. For such a 
difficult identification, Committee members were in agreement that this was far 
short of what is required for what would be only the second record of this 
species in the State. 


McKay’s Bunting (Plectrophenax hyperboreus) 

2013-2-A/B Three, Harrisville, Lewis, 8, 9 Jan 

This report included brief descriptions from two observers that did not rule out 
nor, it seems, even consider Snow Bunting (P. nivalis). There has never been an 
acceptable record of McKay’s Bunting in New York, and with only very few 
records in states and provinces outside of Alaska. Its occurrence in New York is 
not to be expected and could be difficult to prove, even with good photos. 


Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis aikeni) 

2013-28-A One, Stony Point, Rockland, 25 Jan 

Known as the “White-winged” Junco, this subspecies of Dark-eyed Junco has a 
restricted breeding range from southeastern Montana to northwestern Nebraska 
(Nolan et al. 2002). Records in the East are exceedingly rare. Described as being 
larger than the regular juncos at the feeding station with two very distinct 
wingbars, this bird made for an intriguing report. Unfortunately, without photos, 
corroborating reports, or additional description such as the shade of gray in 
comparison to the other juncos, the Committee voted not to accept it. It should 
be noted that “Slate-colored” Junco (J. h. hyemalis), the subspecies expected in 
the State, can sometimes show wingbars. 
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Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) 

2013-71-A One, Wappingers Falls, Dutchess, 20 Sep 

This bird was seen with a flock of fall warblers, including the superficially 
similar Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia). The report lacked photos but 
was somewhat suggestive. However, the description was brief and incomplete, 
falling short of what is needed to confirm such a rare species. 


Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 

2013-58-A One, Brooklyn, Kings, no date given 

This bird was found by a new but avid birder. Although the description provided 
was not unlike that of a male Western Tanager, the size of the bird and the 
shape, and notably the bill-shape, were omitted from the description. The date 
was also omitted. Without these important details, the Committee could not 
accept the report. 


Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 

2013-53-A Eight, Southwick Beach SP, Jefferson, 20-26 Jun 

Males, females, and adults feeding young were reported at the observer’s 
campsite, being seen multiple times each day over a one-week period. While the 
report considers Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus), “Grackles”, and 
Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) as possible identifications, the size being 
smaller than a Red-winged Blackbird is not appropriate for this species. Of 
course, the most likely confusion species, Common Grackle (Quiscalus 
quiscula), would be even larger. Thus, the description of a very dark black shiny 
bird with whitish eyes, along with purple head and green body iridescence, is 
certainly suggestive of a male Brewer’s Blackbird. The females were described 
as “dull gray/brown with dark eyes,” again not at odds for a female Brewer’s 
Blackbird. However, eight individuals, apparently breeding, would indicate a 
significant range extension for a species that has been retracting its range in the 
East in recent years. This fact, the oddly small size noted, the inappropriate 
habitat, and the lack of photos to support the record led the Committee to not 
accept in the first round of review. 


2012 Report Not Accepted 


Herald (Trinidade) Petrel (Pterodroma arminjoniana) 

2012-123-A One, Suffolk, 1 Aug 

While on a cruise ship from Bermuda to Port Newark, N.J., this experienced 
birder saw and photographed this bird, using GPS coordinates to confirm the 
location as being in New York’s pelagic waters. Four photos were submitted 
along with the report. The observer noted that Cory’s (Calonectris diomedea) 
and Great (Ardenna gravis) Shearwaters, seen in proximity to this bird, were 
markedly larger and this is supported by one photo showing the bird in question 
being practically dwarfed by a Great Shearwater. Though other aspects of the 
photos appeared to support the identification, the size difference was deemed to 
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be too great and some felt that Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) 
could not be ruled out. The Committee voted not to accept in the second round 
of review. 


2008 Report Not Accepted 


Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) 

2008-105-A One, Pelagic, 3 Feb 

This was a bird that was poorly seen on the water, then in flight, during an 
organized pelagic trip. The description was brief and the Committee was unable 
to find anything in eBird to corroborate the report. Given these difficulties, the 
Committee felt that Common Murre could not be ruled out and opted not to 
accept. 


2005 Report Not Accepted 


Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis — oreganus group) 

2005-85-A One, Derby Hill, Oswego, 15 Apr 

This report lacked a description and relied on the photos. Some on the 
Committee thought that this bird was unlikely to be a “Slate-colored” Junco (J. 
h. hyemalis), the expected subspecies in the State but they were also not 
convinced that this was an “Oregon” Junco or of the oreganus group of 
subspecies. Some felt that a “Cassiar” Junco (J. h. cismontanus) was not ruled 
out. Lacking support for the oreganus group, the report was not accepted. 


1994 Report Not Accepted 


Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 

1994-15-A One, Hamlin, Monroe, 12 Mar 

This report was previously accepted by the Committee (see Andrle et al. 1996). 
Noted raptor expert, Jerry Liguori, requested that the Committee reexamine the 
report, citing what is now known to be an extraordinarily early date. Under 
NYSARC Guidelines, a report may be reopened for review if at least three 
Committee members agree that it should be. The threshold was met and the 
review process was restarted. The documentation consisted of a written 
submission from one observer. As part of the review, the Committee contacted 
another birder, who was with the person who submitted the report during the 
observation of the bird in question. While the description was generally 
consistent with the species, some points raised questions among the Committee, 
including the failure to fully address likely confusion species, as well as 
conflicting information from the second observer, which ultimately led the 
Committee to unanimously overturn the previous accept vote. 
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1986 Report Not Accepted 


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) 

1983-16-B One, Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, Queens, 16 Jul 

This report documented the same bird previously rejected by the Committee as 
1983-16-A, which at the time was only the second claim of this species in New 
York. The observer used his notes at the time of the sighting to write his report, 
which he submitted nearly 30 years after the sighting. While the initial report, 
report A, was widely believed to be correct, due to the well-known reputation of 
the person reporting it, the lack of description or other supporting evidence 
prevented the earlier Committee from accepting it. Although the original report 
called the bird an adult, report B referred to the bird as a juvenile on multiple 
occasions, despite the distinct difference in appearance between the two age 
classes, and despite being shown the bird by the original observer who 
submitted report A. In addition some Committee members felt that report B also 
did not really describe an adult that well and suspected that he may have been 
studying the wrong bird. With this discrepancy, the Committee was unable to 
overturn the previous decision to reject the record. 
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Eric Damour, Willie D’Anna, Jamie Deppen, Peter Dorosh, Jon Feenstra, 
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Hannah Mirando, Mike Morgante, Theodore G. Murin, Kevin Pace, Pat 
Palladino, James Pawlicki, Aaron Paul, Kenneth Pearlman, Tinsley Perky, Matt 
Perry, Gerard Phillips, Captain Donald Popella, Robert A. Proniewych, Bill 
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Willie D’ Anna (Chair), Gary Chapin (Secretary), Thomas W. Burke, Doug 
Gochfeld, Andrew Guthrie, Patricia Lindsay, James Pawlicki, Derek Rogers 
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IN MEMORIAM: ROBERT F. ANDRLE 


Robert F. Andrle started off life, quite young, as a bird watcher. He was only in 
his middle teens when he was elected to membership in the Buffalo 
Ornithological Society, but he eventually went on to serve as their president 
from 1956-57, a longtime statistician and the editor of The Prothonotary, their 
monthly publication. (His impressive career as an ornithologist is well- 
documented in his obituary in The Buffalo News, to which this remembrance is 
indebted.) 

However, it was not until the mid-90s that my wife Karen and I first became 
acquainted with him. A chance meeting at Hamburg Hawk Watch one spring 
turned into a thirty-year friendship that has provided us with many fond 
memories of time spent with one of the region’s foremost birdmen. 

He graduated from Buffalo’s Canisius College in 1948 and received a 
master's degree in geography from the University at Buffalo in 1960. He then 
earned a doctorate in biogeography from Louisiana State University in 1964. 

Dr. Andrle worked at the Buffalo Museum of Science for 30 years, starting 
in 1956. He was the longtime curator of vertebrate zoology, as well as the 
associate and acting director. He was also a fellow of the Buffalo Society of 
Natural Sciences. At various times, he was editor, author and reviewer for 
American Birds, The Kingbird and the Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of Natural 
Sciences, and he was the author of more than 75 scientific papers and popular 
articles. He also served for many years on the New York State Avian Records 
Committee. 

As an ornithologist, Bob Andrle traveled the world, conducting research on 
birds. His work took him to places like Central and South America and the 
Caribbean. He led a research expedition in the Sierra de Tuxtla mountain range 
in Veracruz, Mexico, to study the wildlife, vegetation and landscape. He studied 
the Horned Guan in southern Mexico and Guatemala, and the Whistling Warbler 
on the island of St. Vincent. More recently, he completed a chapter in Moments 
of Discovery: Natural History Narratives from Mexico and Central America on 
his experiences conducting field research in Mexico and Guatemala. 

Dr. Andrle's work at home was also influential. His regional publications 
included a 1970 supplement to Beardslee and Mitchell's Birds of the Niagara 
Frontier and Gulls of the Niagara Frontier, an early compilation that has 
contributed to the mounting interest in these species here. He and Janet Carroll 
co-edited The Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York State, completed in 1988. In 
2000, Buffalo News columnist Gerry Rising praised Dr. Andrle for organizing 
more than 4,300 of the state's birders to survey the breeding activities of the 242 
species, plus three hybrids, which nested within the state’s boundaries, as well 
as supervising a team that summarized and illustrated the information. “If 
Andrle had done nothing else over his long and distinguished career—and he 
has done a great deal—this publication would ensure that his name would be 
included on the roster of exceptional state ornithologists,” Rising wrote. 


302 The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 


After retiring from the Buffalo Museum of Science, Dr. Andrle led natural 
history tours to Trinidad, the West Indies, Costa Rica, Mexico and Venezuela. 
Closer to home his other activities included preparation of the materials that led 
to designation of the Niagara River as the first international Important Birding 
Area (IBA) and his work as an environmental consultant with government 
agencies and private engineering and environmental firms. This included 
working with the NYSDEC on various problems including the botulism that was 
decimating Lake Erie waterfowl. 

Dr. Andrle advocated for establishing Tifft Nature Preserve in Buffalo and 
was a consultant to the Tifft Advisory Board. He also was a key part of a 
decades-long effort to transform what had been a dumping ground for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers into the Times Beach Nature Preserve on Buffalo’s 
Outer Harbor. Both locations are now recognized eBird hotspots in the Buffalo 
area. The Friends of Times Beach Nature Preserve said on its website Dr. 
Andrle was “one of the first to notice that the place was located in a unique spot, 
at the confluence of the Buffalo and Niagara rivers and on the shores of Lake 
Erie, and that this unique location was very attractive to migrating and breeding 
birds.” The persistence of Dr. Andrle and his fellow advocates paid off when the 
preserve was dedicated in 2004. A trail there was named for Dr. Andrle in 2014. 
“We have been extremely lucky to have him in Western New York,” the Friends 
of Times Beach Nature Preserve said on its website when the trail was 
dedicated. The organization called him “one of the finest ornithological 
resources in North America.” 

In addition to birding, he also conducted field studies of butterflies, 
dragonflies and damselflies, and maintained a life-long interest in aviation and 
aircraft and enjoyed attending air shows around the region. 

Over those later years I had the privilege of assisting him with marsh bird 
monitoring and Wood Thrush studies, breeding bird surveys, butterfly counts in 
Niagara County, and dragonfly research all over Western New York and the 
Niagara Peninsula in Ontario. What impressed me again and again wasn’t just 
his extensive knowledge of the natural world, but also his almost child-like 
enthusiasm for just being out in the field. In later years as his mobility became 
limited, I would tell him about our latest feeder birds and recent rarities reported 
on the internet. This frequently elicited a response of, “Well for heaven’s sake!” 
And I realized it was just his innate sense of wonder at the natural world. 

I often told people that any opportunity to be in the field with Bob Andrle 
was time well spent. Karen and I learned a great deal from him (as did many 
others) and were proud to be considered among his friends. We admired him for 
his evident life-long love of learning, and we are grateful for his eagerness to 
share his extensive knowledge and enthusiasm with us. He was a man of many 
accomplishments as an ornithologist. I hope this remembrance will help to make 
newer birders consider and appreciate the dedication and efforts of one of those 
who came before. 
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Robert F. Andrle died on October 29, 2017, one day after his birthday at the 
age of 90, of Alzheimer's disease, in Chautauqua Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center in Dunkirk, NY. 

Jim Landau, Colden, NY, landaujr@gmail.com 


NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


RE-SIGHTING ON LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK, OF A LESSER 
BLACK-BACKED GULL BANDED IN FLORIDA 


On 1 July 2017 I was doing my regular run through Heckscher State Park, 
Suffolk County, New York, when I spotted a banded Lesser Black-backed Gull 
in Field 7. The bird was marked with a bright green leg band which I 
photographed (see photos, p. 320). I submitted the information to the USGS 
North American Bird Banding Program at https://www.Reportband.gov and 
received responses from both the USGS and the bander. 

Originally found in distress on a beach in Daytona, Florida, on 8 November 
2015, this hatching-year gull had been brought to the Mary Keller Seabird 
Rehabilitation Sanctuary at the Marine Science Center in Ponce, Florida. It was 
banded by Jerome Barry and released on 9 December 2015, implying that it was 
in its third calendar year when I encountered it on 1 July 2017. 

According to the USGS, this represents just the second recovery of a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull banded in the United States. The Science Center has two 
ongoing projects: assessing the fate of rehabilitated birds and identifying the 
breeding sites of the Lesser Black-backed Gulls that winter in the United States. 
The present re-sighting contributes to both projects, although this particular sub- 
adult individual was unlikely to have attempted breeding this year. 

A cup of coffee, a quick ride in the park, and ten minutes to send an e-mail 
produced a lot of valuable information. 

Kenneth Thompson, Sayville, NY; kenlad01 @ gmail.com 
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REGION 1—NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 
6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm @roadrunner.com 


June 2017 was a welcomed break from the second wettest spring on record. The 
mean temperature was 67.3° F, 1.0° above average. Rain occurred mostly in the 
second half of the month, with a total of 2.21" at the Buffalo airport, 1.45" 
below average. July was mostly pleasant, with an average temperature of 70.7°, 
0.5° below normal. Rainfall at Buffalo was 4.65", 1.42" above average, much of 
which fell on the 12" and brought flash flooding. Four tornadoes hit the area on 
the 20". August was fairly typical, with the mean temperature at 68.7°, 0.9° 
below normal. There was 3.15" of rain, 0.11" below average. Weather data 
excerpted from National Weather Service Monthly Weather Summary for 
Buffalo. 

While the summer weather was fairly typical, it followed an extremely wet 
spring that undoubtedly affected breeding success, whether favorably or 
unfavorably, for some bird species. I do not have reports, nor do I choose to 
speculate, on the winners or losers in this respect. However, we have a new 
breeding species for the Region, which was likely the result of the wet spring 
weather. Caspian Terns have been expected, and even encouraged, to take up 
nesting in Buffalo Harbor and nearby Niagara River locations. This was the year 
that it happened. Very high water levels on Lake Ontario in the Toronto area and 
Eastern Basin likely prevented nesting in regular locations. It is suspected that 
these birds and perhaps others that were displaced from regular colonies found 
Buffalo Harbor to be a suitable replacement. Connie Adams and Jacqueline 
Walters from NYSDEC counted 130 adults and 57 young during a 5 July 
monitoring visit to Donnelly’s Spit in Buffalo Harbor after noting over a 
hundred adults frequenting the harbor since mid-May. 

Dickcissels staged their biggest appearance ever or at least in the last 
100+ years. It was once considered a regular breeder before its range retracted to 
the west (per E.H. Eaton “Birds of New York”, 1901, and C. Beardslee and H. 
Mitchell “Birds of the Niagara Frontier”, 1965). It wasn’t the local weather 
conditions that brought them to western New York, but it may have been 
drought conditions in the central U.S. that pushed them east. But maybe not, 
since it is uncertain if droughts are the primary reason for their breeding season 
invasions. Dickcissels were first found in mid-June and remained at some 
locations until at least early August. They were found at multiple locations in 
Niagara, Orleans, and Chautauqua Counties. Joel Strong found a total of 13 at 
three locations just in the town of Yates, Orleans County. Had more birders 
gone out specifically looking for them there probably would have been more 
reports; just think of what the numbers might have been if this had been a 
breeding bird atlas year. Males and females were found together, and there was 
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clearly plenty of territorial behavior with their near constant singing. However, 
the only evidence of confirmed breeding that I’m aware of was Andy Guthrie 
reporting an agitated female that was carrying food at one of the locations in 
Yates on 5 August. 

There are several other species potentially on the verge of breeding in the 
Region for the first time, or perhaps it is more appropriate to say for some that 
they just haven’t been confirmed yet. Two Trumpeter Swans remained 
throughout the season at Cayuga Pool at Iroquois NWR, but they did not appear 
to be a pair. Black Vulture summer sightings occurred in the Lewiston area 
consistent with recent summers. Their year round presence here now gives more 
reason each year to suspect local breeding. For the second summer in a row, a 
Fish Crow was found in Niagara Falls (New York) in June. Proof of breeding is 
lacking for Region 1, although they must be breeding nearby. Just across the 
Niagara River in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Josh Vandermeulen photographed two 
recently fledged Fish Crows on 2 August and also documented up to 55 Fish 
Crows coming to a cemetery night roost. A Black-necked Stilt at nearby Kumpf 
Marsh at Iroquois NWR was sighted several times within the period of 17-21 
June. This was likely the same bird that was found at this location in May, a 
Regional first. Given its presence in suitable habitat in June, it raises the 
possibility it could have bred if only a willing member of the opposite sex 
wandered to the same place. While that may seem farfetched to some, there has 
been an increase in out-of-range summer reports for this species this century, 
including extralimital breeding in Michigan, Ohio, and at a location in Ontario 
only 75 miles from Buffalo. 

The less common and/or declining breeding species typically tracked in 
this summer season report were found mostly in their previously documented 
breeding areas. A hen Redhead with four young at Iroquois NWR posed an ID 
challenge as the female was of the white-headed variant form. Nonetheless, 
there have been fewer breeding reports of Redhead around Iroquois NWR than 
in previous decades. Breeding Upland Sandpipers were only found at Tillman 
Road WMA. There were a few other late summer migrant sightings. There were 
just a few Common Nighthawk reports from Buffalo and Jamestown, the last 
likely remaining breeding locations. Merlins were reported from at least six 
locations in June and July, which is more indicative of local breeding. Sedge 
Wrens were at three locations. There were two reports of “Brewster’s” Warbler 
and one of “Lawrence’s” Warbler, but no Golden-winged Warbler reports. Up 
to five Prothonotary Warblers were counted at Tonawanda WMA, including 
at multiple active nest boxes. Of particular interest was one spotted along 
Eighteen-mile Creek in Newfane by Joel Farwell while kayaking. Clay-colored 
Sparrows seem to be expanding along Lake Ontario, with four locations of 
sightings. 

Up to five Sandhill Cranes were found in both the Iroquois NWR and 
Watts Flats WMA areas, where they have been regular in recent summers, 
although I’m not aware of evidence of breeding from this summer. There were 
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three sightings of lone cranes in commercial and residential areas that were 
reported with photographs to NYSDEC. This bizarre behavior was thought to be 
of young birds. 

Several Niagara County fields remained wet from the spring and were 
conducive for good summer migrant shorebirding. It also helped to have regular 
birder coverage of these fields. Highlights from these areas included a 
Whimbrel on 29 August, a Buff-breasted Sandpiper on 24 August, an adult 
Long-billed Dowitcher on 16 and 18 August, and a Ruff (Reeve) found by 
Alec Humann on 2 August. Other highlights included a group of 14 American 
Avocets at Bennett Beach along Lake Erie on 13 July, up to 3 Willets at Buffalo 
Harbor on 15 August, a Red Knot at Dunkirk Harbor 23-26 August, and a few 
Wilson’s Phalarope reports. Ken Reichman found a Ruddy Turnstone in 
Wellsville on 31 August, an unusual location (Allegany County) to find this 
species. 

Late summer or “fall” migration for other groups was highlighted by five 
Olive-sided Flycatcher reports in August, more than usual for this species. 
Purple Martins started to congregate at the Grass Island roost in August, with 
6,500 estimated there on the 19". The usual mix of warbler and other passerine 
Species was identified in August. 

Beyond breeders and migrants, there were plenty of lingering, wandering, 
and some vagrant sightings of note this summer season. Summering diving 
ducks were reported from the Great Lakes, Niagara River, and Batavia WWTP, 
including Canvasbacks at two locations, a few Lesser Scaup and Ring-necked 
Duck, a scaup at Times Beach Nature Preserve in August that even with 
photographs proved too difficult to assign to species, one White-winged Scoter, 
two Long-tailed Ducks, and two Bufflehead reports. Ruddy Ducks always 
summer at Batavia WWTP, but sightings to deep June at a few other locations 
were unusual. A Red-throated Loon lingered until 3 June at Barcelona Harbor. 
An Eared Grebe appeared at Batavia WWTP on 23 August; a nearly annual 
summer occurrence at this location. David McQuay photographed a Wood 
Stork on the beach (close to beachgoers!) at Evangola SP on 12 July and Mary- 
Ann Ingrao photographed what was undoubtedly the same bird later that day 
flying over nearby Sturgeon Point. This was the fourth Regional record and 
second consecutive summer season with a sighting. 

The Brown Pelican on the Niagara River in Buffalo that was found in late 
May continued there until at least 6 June. Greg Lawrence found a Glossy Ibis at 
Tonawanda WMA on 21 June. What was thought to be the same bird was found 
regularly at that location from late July to mid-August. Bonaparte’s Gulls have 
been regularly found at Fort Niagara SP from May through summer in the last 
ten years or so. This year there were more with up to 150, along with 14 first- 
summer Little Gulls found and photographed on 8 July by Andy Guthrie. Two 
Laughing Gulls at Point Breeze on 8 June were a good find by Joel Strong and 
Willie D’ Anna, as well as a lingering Iceland Gull at Niagara Falls on 1 June by 
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Chris Kundl. Lesser Black-backed Gulls continue to be found in summer with 
increased regularity. 

Rounding out this report are two rarities. Carol Hardenburg had a White- 
winged Dove appear at her feeders in Portland on 1 July. This is only the second 
Regional record, although Carol said she had one in her yard once previously. 
Shelly Seidman was surprised to find a Loggerhead Shrike at Times Beach NP 
and along the Buffalo waterfront on 31 August. The shrike had colored bands on 
its legs which could be tracked to a hatch-year bird as part of the Ontario 
recovery effort. So technically, this was a captive-bred bird released at the 
Carden Alvar at some point in August. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Connie Adams, Sue Barth (SBa), Doug Beattie (DBea), Don Bemont (DBem), Jim Berry, 
Sharon Bilowus (SBi), Elizabeth Brooks, Willie D’Anna, Gates Dupont, Joel Farwell 
(JFa), Joe Fell (JFe), Janis George, Colin Gjervold, Michael Gullo, Andy Guthrie, Becky 
Harbison, Carol Hardenburg, Kathy Hardiman, Paul Hess, Alec Humann, Mary-Ann 
Ingrao, Terrie Johnson, Christopher Kundl, Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz, Pat Martin, David 
McQuay, Sean & Robin Minnick, Celeste Morien, Betsy Potter, Nancy Raszewski, Ken 
Reichman (KRe), Thomas Riley, Jajean Rose-Burney, Ken Rossi (KRo), Kevin 
Rybczynski (KRy), Shelly Seidman, William Seleen, Tom Simmons, R. Stineman, Joel 
Strong, Mayte Torres, Kirk Vanstrom, Gale VerHague, Jacqueline Walters, Rachel 
Wilson. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AISP — Allegany SP, CATT; AmSP — Amherst SP, ERIE; BMAC — Beaver Meadow 
Audubon Center, WYOM; BufH — Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP — Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; 
BWWTP — Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, GENE; ChauL — Chautauqua L, 
CHAU; DH — Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; EvSP — Evangola SP, ERIE; FLC — Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FNSP — Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP — Golden Hill SP, 
NIAG; INWR - Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; JAS — Jamestown Audubon Sanctuary, 
CHAU; LBSP — Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; NF — Niagara Falls, NIAG; NFSP — Niagara 
Falls SP, NIAG; NR — Niagara R; OOWMA -— Oak Orchard WMA, ORLE/GENE; PB — 
Point Breeze, ORLE; TBNP — Times Beach NP, ERIE; Tifft NP — Tifft Nature Preserve, 
Buffalo, ERIE; TRWMA — Tillman Road WMA, ERIE; TWMA — Tonawanda WMA, 
GENE/NIAG; WFWMA -— Watts Flats WMA, CHAU; WoBSP — Woodlawn Beach SP, 
ERIE; WTSP — Wilson-Tuscrarora SP, NIAG. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Mute Swan: Cassadaga CHAU 1 Jun; 4 DH 21 Gadwall: 3 INWR 21 Jun; max 21 BWWTP 25 


Jun, 1-3 Jul; 6 Newfane NIAG 15 Jul; New Aug. 

Albion ALLE 3 Aug; max 14 WTSP 4 Aug. Am. Wigeon: 2 INWR 7 Jun; max 11 TWMA 
Trumpeter Swan: 2 INWR 3 Jun — 12 Aug, 25 Jul; 10 BWWTP 25 Aug. 

long staying but no evidence of nesting; Blue-winged Teal: arr 12 Hartland NIAG 23 
OOWMA 1 Jul. Jul; 20 BWWTP 30 Aug; max 109 TWMA 31 
Wood Duck: 85 INWR 14 Jun; max 140 Aug (GL). 

TWMA 5 Aug. 
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N. Shoveler: BWWTP 12 Jul; max 12 Tifft NP 
20 Aug. 

N. Pintail: 2 OOWMA 22 Jun; 2 Somerset 
NIAG 30 Jul; TWMA, Alabama GENE 6 Aug; 
only reports. 

Green-winged Teal: 5 INWR 20 Jun; 8, 16 
TWMA 24 Jul, 31 Aug; arr Tifft NP 29 Jul; 12 
BWWTP 25 Aug. 

Canvasback: FNSP 4-16 Jul (CG); GHSP 5 Jul 
(JS); unusual in summer but several reports on 
western L Ontario out of Reg as well. 
Redhead: 3-4 DH 5, 6 Jun, 21-27 Aug; 2, 1-2 
BWWTP 1-30 Jun, 2-25 Aug; 1 + 4 yg INWR 2 
Jul, ad f was white-headed variant; FNSP 4-16 
Jul. 

Ring-necked Duck: 2, 6 BWWTP 1 Jun-12 
Jul, 23 Jul; 2 INWR 4 Jun; Carroll CHAU 4 Jun 
(JB), unusual location for date. 

scaup species: TBNP 17, 18 Aug (SS, MT); 
differing opinions on ID from photos. 

Lesser Scaup: 1, 1-2 BWWTP 1 Jun, 3-30 
Aug; 2 TBNP 14 Jun; Wilson NIAG 8 Jul; NF 
20 Aug; only reports. 

White-winged Scoter: NF 20 Aug (KRo), only 
report. 

Long-tailed Duck: Carlton ORLE 8 Jun 
(DBem); FNSP 16 Jul (WD); only reports. 
Bufflehead: 2 DH 5 Jun (GV); Motor I NR 9 
Jul (JRB); only reports. 

Com. Merganser: max 24 WoBSP 15 Aug. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 2 Derby ERIE 3 
Jun; 2 DH 8 Jun; arr BufH 18 Aug. 

Ruddy Duck: 37, 20,52 BWWTP 16 Jun, 2 
Jul, 30 Aug, regular location in summer; 7 
Dayton CATT 3 Jun; AISP 3, 30 Jun (S&RM, 
KRe); 1-2 TWMA 9 Jul-8 Aug. 

Red-throated Loon: last Barcelona CHAU 3 
Jun (CH), lingered since mid-May. 

Com. Loon: Cuba L ALLE 3 Jul; 3 Mayville 
ChauL 9 Jul (TL); arr Olcott NIAG 23 Aug. 
Pied-billed Grebe: 35 INWR 2 Jul; max 58 
TWMA 22 Aug. 

Eared Grebe: BWWTP 23 Aug thru (DBea); 
annual location in late summer-fall. 

WOOD STORK: EvSP, Sturgeon Pt ERIE 12 
Jul (DM, MI); 4" Reg rec, second consecutive 
summer. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 970, 1500 
BufH 2 Jul, 29 Aug; 561 FNSP 20 Aug. 
BROWN PELICAN: Buffalo NR 1-6 Jun 
(AH, mob), continued from late May. 

Am. Bittern: 2 TWMA 8 Jun; max 4 INWR 12 
Jun. 

Least Bittern: 2 Tifft NP thru; 2 TWMA 14 
Jun; max 4 INWR 11 Jul. 
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Great Blue Heron: max 136, 94 TWMA 22 
Jun, 8 Aug. 

Great Egret: 40 Tonawanda NR 17 Jun; max 
61 TWMA 21 Jun. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: 14, 12 INWR 3 
Jun, 6 Aug; uncommon away from NR breeding 
areas. 

GLOSSY IBIS: TWMA 21 Jun, 25 Jul-12 Aug 
(GL, CM, PH), probably same bird. 

Black Vulture: 1, 1, 1, 1 Lewiston NIAG 11 
Jun, 2, 15 Jul, 5 Aug, year round resident at this 
loc; FNSP 8 Jul. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: well reported from known breeding 
locations. 
Bald Eagle: well reported from known 
breeding locations; max 6 DH 23 Aug. 
Broad-winged Hawk: GHSP 27 Aug, fall 
migrants are uncommon here. 
Virginia Rail: Hanging Bog WMA ALLE 24 
Jul; 3 BMAC 27 Jul; only reports away from 
INWR and vicinity. 
Sora: 3 JAS 21 Jul; 2 N Harmony CHAU 24 
Jul; only reports away from INWR and vicinity. 
Am. Coot: max 8 INWR 27 Jul; only regular 
summer location. 
Com. Gallinule: max 37 INWR 16 Aug. 
Sandhill Crane: N Harmony CHAU 14 Jun 
(TJ); Angola ERIE 17-19 Jun (SBi); 5 Alabama 
GENE 19 Jun (JG); 5 TWMA 21 Jun (GL); 
Fredonia CHAU 26 Jun; 2 INWR 2, 31 Jul; 
Alfred ALLE 9 Jul (EB); 5 WFWMA 26 Aug 
(JB); Hamburg ERIE 27 Aug; intro. 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: INWR 17, 20, 21 
Jun (CM, BP, WD), likely same bird at this loc 
from May. 
Am. Avocet: 14 Bennett Beach ERIE 13 Jul 
(JFe, SBa, BH, TR); only report. 
Black-bellied Plover: arr Somerset NIAG 31 
Jul; max 7 Porter NIAG 14 Aug; BufH 14 Aug; 
TWMA 23 Aug; Hartland NIAG 31 Aug. 
Am. Golden-Plover: arr 4 Porter NIAG 24 
Aug; 3 Hartland NIAG 27 Aug; 4 BWWTP 30 
Aug. 
Semipalmated Plover: last 12 Somerset NIAG 
4 Jun; arr 1, max 14 Somerset NIAG 17 Jul, 4 
Aug; 13 TWMA 10 Aug; 11 Hartland NIAG 28 
Aug. 
Killdeer: max 84 Wilson NIAG 21 Jul. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr INWR 4 Jul; max 9 
Hartland NIAG 12 Aug. 
Greater Yellowlegs: TWMA 5, 6, 23, 30 Jun 
(GL), lingerer; max TWMA 6 Aug. 
Willet: arr 1, 3 BufH 12, 15 Aug; only reports. 
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Lesser Yellowlegs: arr Yates ORLE 24 Jun; 
max 117 TWMA 10 Aug. 

Upland Sandpiper: 3-4 TRWMaA thru 8 Jul, 
regular location; Porter NIAG 5 Aug; 2 INWR 
6 Aug; Somerset NIAG 7, 23 Aug. 

Whimbrel: Somerset NIAG 29 Aug (WD), 
only report. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Angola ERIE 1 Jun; last 25 
Ellery ChauL 2 Jun (WS); arr Wilson NIAG 21- 
29 Jul; 1, 1 DH 25 Jul- 1 Aug, 25 Aug; 1, 2 
BufH 18, 29 Aug; Wellsville ALLE 31 Aug 
(KRe), unusual location. 

Red Knot: DH 23-26 Aug (GV), only report. 
RUFF: Somerset NIAG 2-5 Aug (AH, mob); 
4" Reg summer rec. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr 1, 1 Somerset NIAG 11 
Jul, 21 Aug; 2, 11,6 TWMA 24 Jul, 16, 23 
Aug; 1, 1 Hartland NIAG 1, 26 Aug; 1, 1, 
Porter NIAG 5, 12 Aug; 2 INWR 19 Aug. 
Sanderling: arr 2, max 8 DH 25 Jul, 26 Aug; 3 
BufH 29 Aug; 2 Wilson NIAG 30 Aug. 
Dunlin: 3, 5 Somerset NIAG 1, 4 Jun; last 3 
INWR 7 Jun. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: arr 1, max 7 Somerset 
NIAG 10-21 Aug, 28 Aug; TWMA 16 Aug; 
Hartland NIAG 30, 31 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: arr 7 TWMA 30 Jun; max 
178, 91 TWMA 24 Jul, 10 Aug. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 1, last 2 INWR 2, 
7 Jun; Somerset NIAG 4 Jun; arr TWMA 24 
Jul; Wilson NIAG 29 Jul; 3 Somerset NIAG 1 
Aug; max 5, 2 Hartland NIAG 3, 6 Aug; 1, 1 
Porter NIAG 8, 12 Aug. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr Somerset NIAG 
24 Aug. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 1, 18 TWMA 10, 24 
Jul; max 49, 39 Hartland NIAG 25 Jul, 21 Aug; 
26 Porter NIAG 8 Aug; 22 TWMA 11 Aug. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 48, 21 TWMA 1, 5 
Jun; max 285, last 2 Somerset NIAG 4, 13 Jun 
(WD, JS); arr Somerset NIAG 11 Jul; 64 
Wilson NIAG 24 Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr LBSP 9 Jul; max 
7,5 TWMA 27 Jul, 17 Aug; 6 Somerset NIAG 
18 Aug; 2 Hartland NIAG 29 Aug. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: ad Hartland NIAG 16, 
18 Aug (WD), only report. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Wilson NIAG 2 Jun 
(WD); arr 1, 2 Hartland NIAG 2, 24 Aug (WD, 
JS, RW); BWWTP 30 Aug (MG). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: 2, 1 PB 8, 9 Jun; max 240, 
150 FNSP 8, 16 Jul, regular summer loc. 

Little Gull: max 14 FNSP 8 Jul (AG, ph.), all 
first summer birds; ad FNSP 24 Aug. 
LAUGHING GULL: 2 PB 8 Jun (JS, WD), 
rare. 
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Iceland Gull: NF 1 Jun (CK), late. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Somerset NIAG 4, 
5 Jun (WD); Wilson NIAG 8, 27 Jul (AG, 
WD); 2 FNSP 28 Jul (CK); summer sightings 
no longer rare. 

Caspian Tern: 31 Wilson NIAG 2 Jun; 130 ad 
+ 57 yg BufH 5 Jul (JW, CA), first nesting in 
Reg, intro., 130 Olcott NIAG 4 Aug; 19 
TWMA 17 Aug. 

Black Tern: N Tonawanda NR 2 Jun (JW, 
CA); max 40, 23 INWR 15, 30 Jul; 11 TWMA 
7 Aug. 

Com. Tern: max 320 NF 2 Jun (JW); 100 
BufH 19 Jul. 

Forster’s Tern: no reports. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE: Portland CHAU 1 
Jul (CH); 2™ Reg rec. 

Com. Nighthawk: 3, 4 Jamestown CHAU 1, 
15 Jun; Buffalo ERIE 5 Jul; likely breeders; arr 
2 N Tonawanda NIAG 14 Aug; 2 Dayton 
CATT 19 Aug; max 6 Orchard Park ERIE 29 
Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 7 FNSP 13 
Aug. 

Merlin: 2 Lakewood CHAU 1-9 Jun (TS); 2, 3 
Buffalo ERIE 12, 15 Jun; 2 AISP 28 Jun (KRe); 
2 Chautauqua CHAU 4, 8 Jul (TL); 2 E Aurora 
ERIE 9-17 Jul; 4 Olean CATT 10-24 Jul (KH); 
plus reported from 12 loc in August which are 
more likely wanderers or migrants. 

Peregrine Falcon: Wilson NIAG 17 Jul; 
TWMaA 31 Jul; only Jun & Jul reports away 
from known breeding areas. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Somerset NIAG 9 
Aug; TBNP 13, 15 Aug; East Amherst ERIE 16 
Aug; 1, 1 AmSP 19, 28 Aug; 2 FLC 27 Aug; 
good showing. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last Hunters Creek 
CP ERIE 3 Jun; arr AmSP 14 Aug; five other 
Aug reports. 

Acadian Flycatcher: last BMAC 19 Aug. 

E. Kingbird: 23 Jamestown Airport CHAU; 
max 29 TWMA 23 Aug. 

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE: TBNP 31 Aug 
(SS), from Ontario restoration program, intro. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr TBNP 20 Aug. 

Fish Crow: NF 2 Jun (CK), only report. 
Purple Martin: 116, 150 BWWTP 22 Jun, 7 
Jul; max 6500 BuSP 19 Aug (AH), regular late 
summer roost at Grass I. 

Tree Swallow: max 400 TWMA 27 Jul. 
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Cliff Swallow: max 250 Tonawanda ERIE 16 
Jun. 

Barn Swallow: max 150 Shelby ORLE 28 Jul. 
Sedge Wren: TWMA 19 Jun (PM, MG); 1, 2 
INWR 20 Jun, 29 Jul; 2 Stockton CHAU 1, 19 
Jul (KV, RS); only reports. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: last Wilson NIAG 5 
Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: 2, 1 AISP 3 Jun, 16 Jul; 
last Wilson NIAG 5 Jun. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: arr TBNP 29 Aug. 
Louisana Waterthrush: max 6 Wales ERIE 11 
Jun. 
N. Waterthrush: arr TBNP 7 Aug. 
Golden-winged Warbler: no reports. 
“Brewster’s* Warbler: INWR 2 Jun; Barre 
ORLE 15 Jul; only reports. 
“Lawrence’s* Warbler: Medina ORLE 28 
Jun, 2 Jul (CM, DBem, ph.); rare. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Hunters Creek CP 
ERIE, Bethany GENE 3 Jun, uncertain if late 
migrants or possible breeders at this date; 
Centerville ALLE 9 Jul; arr AmSP 16 Aug. 
Prothonotary Warbler: 5 TWMA 16, 26 Jun, 
known breeding location; Newfane NIAG 15 
Jul (JFa), along 18-mile Creek. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr AmSP 19 Aug. 
Nashville Warbler: Harris Hill SF 9 Jun; AISP 
10 Jun; Batavia GENE, Gainesville WYOM 7 
Jul; arr WoBSP 23 Aug. 
Mourning Warbler: arr GHSP 29 Aug. 
Cape May Warbler: arr TBNP 16 Aug. 
Cerulean Warbler: 2 Hartland NIAG 17 Jun; 
3 Newstead ERIE 24 Jun, 3 Jul; only locations 
away from INWR & close vicinity. 
N. Parula: 2 Hunters Creek SP ERIE 3 Jun 
(GD), unusual loc; 5, 6 AISP 3, 24-30 Jun; 
Machias CATT 8 Jun. 
Magnolia Warbler: arr FNSP 13 Aug. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr AmSP 19 Aug. 
Blackburnian Warbler: arr WoBSP 20 Aug. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr WoBSP 20 Aug. 


Blackpoll Warbler: last 2 Buffalo ERIE, 
Clarence ERIE 3 Jun; arr NFSP 25 Aug. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr TBNP 26 
Aug. 

Pine Warbler: arr AmSP 24 Aug 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr FNSP, AmSP 14 
Aug. 

Prairie Warbler: max 6 Yorkshire CATT 2 
Jun. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr AmSP 24 
Aug. 

Canada Warbler: last Wilson NIAG 5 Jun; 3 
WFWMA 11 Jun; 4 Keeney Swamp SF 28 Jun; 
arr WoBSP 21 Aug. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr 2 AmSP 22 Aug. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 4 Yates ORLE 7 Jun 
(JS); max 8, 4 Olcott NIAG 16, 30 Jun; 3 
Carlton ORLE 25 Jun (DBem); LBSP 16 Jul 
(DBem); becoming more regular along L 
Ontario. 

Vesper Sparrow: 2 Sheridan CHAU 7 Jun; 2 
New Albion ALLE 10 Jun; Yates ORLE 18-27 
Jun; 2 Eagle WYOM 7 Jul; only reports. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 2 Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 2, 19 Jun; 2 Lewiston NIAG 24 Jun; 3 
Yates ORLE 25 Jun; 4 Lockport NIAG 2 Jul; 
max 4,6 TRWMA 3 Jul, 5 Aug. 
White-throated Sparrow: INWR 8 Jun; only 
report away from ALLE, CATT. 
DICKCISSEL (R1): 3, 6 Sheridan CHAU 20, 
29 Jun (GV); up to 13 at 3 locs Yates ORLE 
23-28 Jun (JS); 5 John White WMA GENE 21- 
29 Jun (GL); 3 Pomfret CHAU 23 Jul (GV); 
lower numbers at these locs in July, last rpts 5-6 
Aug; biggest invasion ever; intro. 

Bobolink: max 125 INWR 6 Aug. 

Orchard Oriole: AISP 3 Jun; 2 Hanging Bog 
WMA ALLE 17 Jun; OOWMA 13, 27 Jun; 3 
Aurora ERIE 13 Jul; 2 Dunkirk Airport CHAU 
17 Aug; only locations away from NIAG. 
Purple Finch: max 8 Andover ALLE 7, 26 Jun. 
Pine Siskin: Newstead ERIE 31 Jul (NR, ph.); 
rare summer report. 
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REGION 2— GENESEE 


Robert Spahn 
716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn @prodigy.net 


Following the second wettest spring on record, June was a typical early summer 
month with no prolonged extremes. The month started cloudy and cool, with 
summer warmth and showers mid-month and a cooler end. Temperatures 
averaged 67.7° F, 1.5° above normal, with only two days above 90° but these 
proved to be the only ones for the season. Rainfall at 3.54" was 0.20" above 
normal with a maximum of 0.88" on the 15". July was a pleasant mid-summer 
month again with no real extremes. Temperatures averaged 71.1°, 0.3° above 
normal, and precipitation totaled 4.29", 0.96" above normal. Two weather events 
were thunderstorms with some flash flooding on 12-13 July and more with some 
tornadoes to our southwest on the 20". Finally, a quiet August ended the 
summer with again no extremes. Temperatures averaged 68.6°, 0.7° below 
normal. The first three weeks were normal, then the last nine days fell 5° below 
normal. Precipitation totaled 3.20", 0.27" below normal. The wettest day saw 
0.78" of rainfall on the 22"". Damaging thunderstorms passed on 22-23 August. 

Lake Ontario levels remained very high into June, with renewed flooding 
with any northerly winds. Many lakeside birding areas remained with little or no 
access. Water levels were also high in most other water bodies in the Region. 
Lake Ontario remained high in July, but rainfall also produced some puddles in 
fields, though the best for shorebirds were west of this Region. By August, there 
were signs of the lake level dropping, but it was still well above normal, with 
storms continuing to bring lakeshore damage. 

Birders were active through the season, with species totals found for all 
three months well above their 10-year averages: June a record high 196 vs. 
179.9, July 177 vs. 170.4, and August 199 vs. 192.3. eBird data for June showed 
a large jump to 42,548 “records” downloaded, trimmed to 26,918 when out-of- 
Region data was removed from the split county parts of the download. July was 
again good, with 19,684 “lines of records” for the Region after about 1/3 were 
deleted. August dropped off a bit from last year to 17,910, probably due to a 
slow early fall migration. The season’s total was about 218 species and 1 hybrid 
reported. 

What should we expect from waterfowl with really high water levels? All 
the regular puddle ducks were reported, but most breed in at least small numbers 
in the Region or nearby. Diving ducks reported were only the regular breeders 
plus scaup in June and July, Long-tailed Duck in June and August, and Red- 
breasted Merganser each month. Numbers were generally low. Scarce species 
reported included Snow Goose in June and a lingering Brant seen in each month. 
The high water may have reduced some breeding or made breeding waterfowl 
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hard to see. Trumpeter Swan reports were down. Into June, a wet field along N. 
Hamlin Road caused by a backup of Sandy Creek provided many late waterfowl 
reports, but soon that was hidden by growing grasses and crops. Loon and grebe 
numbers were also low for the season other than Pied-billed Grebe mainly in the 
Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area (NMWMA). Red-necked 
Grebe was first reported early again on 22 July by Andy Guthrie then 
sporadically in August passing Hamlin Beach SP. A note posted about an adult 
and four immature Common Loons on Conesus Lake could be misleading to 
some, suggesting local breeding. However photos showed all are either basic 
plumaged adults or first summer birds in similar plumages, not juveniles. 

Double—crested Cormorant was present in good numbers through the 
season, likely breeding in Irondequoit Bay. Great Egret was seen through the 
season, with 60-70 on 26 August at the Morgan Road marshes area of the 
NMWMA, a good count. A Little Blue Heron in the NMWMA (Carncross Rd.) 
area 9-13 June was also a good find. 

After the Braddock Bay official hawkwatch ended, the last of the migration 
was only erratically monitored, with the last good counts for several species on 9 
June—130 Turkey Vultures, 23 Bald eagles—bringing the spring total to a 
record 1117, and 120 Broad-winged Hawks. The only summer hawkwatch 
number of any note was 47 Red-tailed Hawks on 12 August, again, with no 
systematic coverage in that period. There were no reports of Black Vulture and 
Northern Goshawk and very few for Red-shouldered Hawk and even very few 
for breeding Broad-winged Hawk for the season. 

Rails and their allies were again poorly reported, but Common Gallinule 
was reported in a few more sites, and 75 at NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) on 12 
August was a good number. Essentially all of our American Coot reports were 
from the NMWMA, with a peak count of 50 on 19 August. Sandhill Crane 
reporting was down some, with no early reports of pairs with young; probably 
an effect of the high waters and flooding in the areas where they have generally 
been seen in this time period. 

For shorebirds, habitat was very limited by high water early, then too many 
flooded fields and puddles made birds hard to find, and finally everything dried 
up in the fields by late August. Still, active birding at the beaches, puddles, and 
piers plus the flybys along the Lake Ontario shore produced good species 
counts. Late spring shorebird variety and numbers were poor, though reports of 
spring migrants continued well into June, and several interesting species were 
recorded at dates between expected last spring and first fall. Examples are: 
Lesser Yellowlegs from 16-26 June on N. Hamlin Rd.; a rare Marbled Godwit at 
Sodus Pt. on 21 June; and Red Knot from 24-27 June and Wilson’s Phalarope 
from 22-25 June, both on N. Hamlin Rd. Counts of 200 at NMWMA (Van Dyne 
Spoor) and 213 passing Hamlin Beach both on 1 June were typical for 
Semipalmated Sandpiper but good for this year. The fall migration began in 
earnest in July, with 18 species, the same as for last year. All were expected, 
though Dunlin and White-rumped Sandpiper both on 10 July were record early. 
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August shorebirding continued with the limitations from high water plus a good 
growing season hiding some sites, and a dry August eliminating others. Still, 23 
species were reported. Scarcer species included: four Whimbrel reports, with 
good counts of 10 on 2 August and 13 on 31 August; Red Knot in three 
locations late in the month; and Buff-breasted Sandpiper in the Towns of Elba 
and Byron in Genesee County from 26-28 August. Counts were low except for 
some Killdeer tallies and 126+ Am. Golden-Plovers in Elba on 31 August. 

Gulls and terns were pretty much lackluster other than a flurry of Laughing 
Gulls from 3-12 June, a Franklin’s Gull on 8 June, and Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls as expected now in each month. Most high counts were unexceptional, 
though 10 reports of at least 18 individual Lesser Black-backed Gulls in June is 
high. All counts of significant (still historically low) numbers of Black Tern 
were from the NMWMA. A highlight event was the official lumping of 
Thayer’s Gull with Iceland Gull in the latest AOS (formerly AOU) checklist. 

As usual, the reports of non-passerine landbirds were sparse and scattered 
both in time and across the Region. Eurasian Collared-Dove was reported at the 
usual Greenwell farm site in Hamlin once each in both July and August; 
surprising that the population has not increased in the Region after many years 
since arrival. Cuckoos were present in good numbers; Jim Adams called it Year 
of the Cuckoo at Oatka Creek Park, where breeding was up for both species in 
this site he covers regularly. Jim documents the birds of that park well, 
providing written details and lists and photos, including this time a Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo carrying food. Cuckoos were also well reported across the Region 
through the breeding season into the first half of August. Owl reports were the 
usual E. Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, and Barred Owl until 14 August, 
when a juvenile N. Saw-whet Owl was banded at BBBO, the third time at that 
location at this time of year in recent years. Common Nighthawk numbers 
remained low, with a peak of 24 on 3 June and no big numbers after a 15 August 
fall migration arrival. 

Red-headed Woodpecker was a surprise at the Haller’s feeders in 
Bushnell’s Basin on 3 June. The species was noted at about a dozen other sites 
in June, dropping to five in July, then to only the usual areas in Hamlin Beach 
SP in August, with a maximum of eight. A count of 19 Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers on the Beaver Pond Trail in Cumming Nature Center was a reminder 
of the numbers of this species breeding in forested areas at higher elevations in 
the Region. One can visit such areas early in the breeding season and obtain 
counts of their distinctive drumming and calling early in the day or use a Barred 
Owl call imitation about any time to induce responses and approach to aid in 
counting. 

Merlin and Peregrine Falcon reports were few until the migration picked 
up a bit in August. The only reports of breeding Merlin were from Geneseo until 
well after season’s end, when information came in about a nesting in the NE part 
of Rochester where they have bred in the past. The Peregrine Falcon pair in 
Rochester was again monitored through the season and fledged four young. Two 
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of these had accidents early, leaving one dead and the other in rehab, and the 
other two free flying. 

Moving along to the passerines, we start with the end of the spring 
migration. The usual late flycatcher, thrush, and warbler species were banded at 
BBBO to typical dates into June but generally in low numbers. Of special note 
were: a total of 30 “Traill’s” Flycatchers banded 1-8 June; a maximum count of 
22 Willow Flycatchers in the Noble grasslands on 8 June by Doug Daniels and 
Lynn Donaldson; 144 Blue Jays passing Hamlin Beach SP on 10 June; 310 
Cedar Waxwings passing Hamlin Beach on 1 June; and Blackpoll Warbler to 15 
June in Wayne County. 

As usual, it is difficult to accurately assess the passerine breeding season 
without data from focused studies such as a breeding bird atlas or even smaller 
scale breeding studies. Few observers report personal observations or feelings 
about the season. Jim Adams did report a generally good breeding season at 
Oatka Creek Park, with details on nests found and notes on species apparently 
up or down in numbers. The MAPS work near BBBO banded fewer birds than 
in recent years, especially few Yellow Warblers. Banding at BBBO did not 
produce any of the July surprises of recent years. Our June and July weather 
should have been conducive to a good breeding season. There were the usual 
reports of rarer breeders for the Region, such as: Golden-winged Warbler, 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Prairie Warbler, and Clay- 
colored Sparrow. 

Some breeding birds in the hills were again too infrequently reported 
(effort or numbers?) for any real assessment, but they seemed scarce, e.g., Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and some of the 
warblers. Other interesting mid-summer birds included: a Tennessee Warbler in 
Rochester on 8 July, White-throated Sparrows on 7 July at Ganondagan and 20 
July at the Smith Farm near Palmyra, and Dickcissel found by Andy Guthrie 
near Clarendon, Orleans County from 1-3 July. The Dickcissel is certainly a part 
of a large incursion to the N and NE first reported locally just outside our 
Region in several locations in June, with breeding strongly suspected thereafter. 
Additional possibly interesting counts and locations for the breeding season will 
be included in the species section. 

Fall migration was off to a relatively weak start in August, with essentially 
all expected species except Brown Creeper and Eastern Meadowlark (also both 
breeding species) reported, but numbers both reported and banded at BBBO 
low. Migrants at early dates included: Blue-headed Vireo on 26 August; Olive- 
sided Flycatcher on 3 August; Winter Wren on 26 August; Gray-cheeked Thrush 
banded record early on 24 August; Magnolia Warbler on 17 August; and Bay- 
breasted Warbler on 13 August. Rarer birds for August were White-eyed Vireo 
found at Chimney Bluffs, Wayne County, by Mike Gullo on 21 August; Prairie 
Warbler Banded at BBBO on 24 August; and White-throated Sparrow in 
Rochester on 10 August. 
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Once more, I will add on an end-of-report observation for interested 
readers. In the species section (or Noteworthy Records tables posted on the 
Rochester Birding Association website), I will include counts as illustrations of 
higher numbers possible or as measures of abundance of some species. There 
typically are few real counts submitted, especially of higher numbers. Reasons 
for this may include fewer observers taking the time to count and that we are 
encouraged to provide lists for smaller areas and shorter time spans. The latter 
has merit, as in theory these can always later be combined to represent larger 
areas or longer times, but larger or longer counts typically cannot be broken 
apart later. Some object to things in Noteworthy Records which are not rare, 
record highs, or record early or late. But it would seem that changes year to year 
and especially very low numbers can be as useful and “noteworthy” as 
objectively outlying data. If one notes reasons for inclusion of information and 
there are no page count or cost issues, why is more “interesting” information a 
problem? 
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Michael Scheibel, Mickey Scilingo, Richard Shaver, Shirley Shaw, Dominic Sherony, 
Judy Slein, Tom & Pat Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Chris Stanger, Rick 
Stevens, Joseph Stevenson, Allan Strong, Joel Strong, Kim Sucy, June Summers, Steve 
Taylor, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Sarah Toner, John & Bonny VanDerMeid, Alexis 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
SUMMER 2017 


Great Shearwater, Nickerson Beach, Nassau, 18 Jun 2017, © Brendan Fogarty. See the 
Region 10 report in this issue for details concerning a major flight and subsequent 
mortality event involving Great Shearwaters along the western shore of Long Island on 
18 Jun 2017. 
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Brown Booby, Nickerson Beach, Nassau, 18 Jun 2017, © S. S. Mitra. 
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Black Tern, Round Lake, Saratoga, 4 Jul 2017, © Scott Stoner. 


Common Loons, Warren, 16 Jul 2017, © Scott Stoner. 
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backed Gull was observed and photographed at Heckscher SP, Suffolk, 


on 1 Jul 2017 by Ken Thompson. A note on p. 304 describes what was learned from its 


This Lesser Black- 
colorband. 
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Vanwinkle, Matthew Voelker, Brad Walker, Mike Wasilco, Ann Watson, Bridget Watts, 
Deborah Weltsch, Dave Wheeler, Hugh Whelan, Alex Wiebe, Joe Wing, Paul Wolter, 
Chris Wood, Jim Wood, Matt Young, Peter Zika, and many other casual eBird 
contributors. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


B — after a number of individuals indicates banded; BB — Braddock Bay, MONR; BB-ES 
— East spit of Braddock Bay; BBBO — Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, off Manitou 
Beach Rd, MONR; CLI — Conesus L Inlet, including WMA marshes, LIVI; DE — 
Durand-Eastman P, Rochester, at Lake Ontario; G— T Greece, MONR; H — T of Hamlin, 
MONR:; HB — Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; HANA - High Acres Nature Area, T Perinton, 
MONR; IBO — Irondequoit Bay Outlet to Lake Ontario; IB-S — LaSalle Landing P and 
vicinity at S end of Irondequoit Bay; ICW — Island Cottage Woods, T Greece, MONR; 
LSP — Letchworth SP; M — Manitou, MONR; MP — Mendon Ponds P, MONR; NHRd — 
North Hamlin Rd., Sandy Creek overflow area approx. .1 mile w.of Townline Rd., 
MONR; NMWMA (MRM) — Northern Montezuma WMA, Morgan Rd. Marshes, 
WAYN; OB — Ontario Beach, Charlotte, MONR; OCP — Oatka Creek P, MONR; PtB — 
Point Breeze, ORLE; SPt — Sodus Pt, WAYN; TCEA — Twin Cedars Environmental 


Area, Avon DEC, LIVI. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: last NMWMA (Carncross Rd) 2 
Jun (MD). 
Brant: Summerville Pier 28-30 Jun (GL, CG, 
DH); IBO-HB thru 26 Jul (16+ obs); mouth of 
Genesee R 9, 11 Aug (AS, GL); rare in 
summer, likely same bird. 
Mute Swan: max 45 Buck Pond (Greece) 7 
Jun, nonbreeding. 
Trumpeter Swan: max 10 NUWMA 
(Carncross Rd) 2 Jun (W&MR); 2 MP 11 Jul; 5 
Gananda Pkw, Macedon 22 Jul, 27 Aug (MG). 
Wood Duck: max 50 Conesus Inlet WMA 22 
Jun. 
Gadwall: 3 HB 14 Aug, scarce in summer. 
Am. Wigeon: NHRd 16-17 Jun (AGu), unusual 
loc for date; Ganondagan 7 Jul (AH); arr BB- 
ES 20 Aug. 
Am. Black Duck: monthly max — 5 in Jun, 1 in 
Jul, & 2 in Aug, very low. 
Mallard: max 250 Thomas Crk wetlands 5 Aug 
& BB-ES 30 Aug, good count for dates. 
Blue-winged Teal: 4 HANA 30 Jul, int loc for 
date. 
N. Shoveler: 2 NHRd 26 Jul, unusual loc for 
date; arr HANA 26 Aug 
N. Pintail: arr 2 BB-ES 19 Aug (AGu), early. 
Green-winged Teal: 1-8 NHRd 3-26 Jun, 1-14 
Jul (sev), unusual loc for dates; HANA 28 Jun 
(DSh) & 5 Jul (BCad); arr HB 18 Aug; max 50 
NMWMA (MRM) 26 Aug (LK, AK). 
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Redhead: 2 imm BB-ES 27 Aug (LK, AK), 
surprise for loc & date. 

scaup species: Cranberry Pnd, Greece 26 Jun 
(RB). 

Lesser Scaup: 2 Cranberry Pnd, Greece 18 
Aug (RB). 

White-winged Scoter: last 7 HB 2 Jun (AGu), 
late. 

Long-tailed Duck: last 2 HB 10 Jun (AGu); off 
Edgemere Dr, Greece 17 Aug (RB). 

Hooded Merganser: 1-7 f & yng Bushnell’s 
Basin 1-12 Jun, 1-12 Jul (H&CH). 
Red-breasted Merganser: last SPt 7 Jun (GD); 
7 SPt 5 Jul (W&MR), rare in summer; arr off 
Edgemere Dr, Greece 10 Aug (JiB). 
Red-throated Loon: last 2 HB 2 Jun (AGu), 
late. 

Com. Loon: Hemlock L (TB) & Summerville 
Pier (AGu) 28 Jun, late; 5 Conesus L 8 Jun; 
Silver L WYOM 9, 15 Jul (TL, RSt); 3, 2 HB 
20, 21 Jul (AGu); 3 Lake Bluff, WAYN 23 Jul 
(W&MR),; 6, 11, 14, 19, 20 Aug (AGu); scarce 
in summer. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 40 NMWMA (Van 
Dyne Spoor) 19 Aug, good count. 
Red-necked Grebe: arr HB 22 Jul (AGu), 
early; 1, 1,3 HB 15, 19, 20 Aug, early. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 700 BB-ES 
20 Aug. 

Great Egret: NHRd 25 Jun (D&MK, JiM); 1-7 
NMWMA (Carncross Rd) 1-11 Jun (mob); 
Rochester 26, 30 Jun J& VL); max 69-70 
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NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 26 Aug (LK, 
AK, KM), good count. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (R2): NUWMA 
(Carncross Rd) 9-13 Jun (JMcG, LS, 23 oth 
obs). 

Turkey Vulture: max 120 BB hawkwatch 9 
Jun (MT). 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Bald Eagle: max 23 BB hawkwatch 9 Jun 
(MT). 
N. Goshawk: no reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Lake Rd, Sodus 
WAYN 3 Aug; Beechwood SP WAYN 5 Aug; 
T Pittsford MONR 13 Aug; now scarce in 
summer. 
Broad-winged Hawk: 120 BB hawkwatch 9 
Jun (MT). 
Red-tailed Hawk: max 47 BB hawkwatch 12 
Aug (BW), only significant summer count 
reported. 
Com. Gallinule: max 75 NMWMA (Van Dyne 
Spoor) 12 Aug. 
Am. Coot: max 50 NUWMA (Van Dyne 
Spoor) 19 Aug. 
Sandhill Crane: 3 Taylor Marsh ONTA 7 Jun 
(CJ); 2 E Lakeshore Marshes WAYN 30 Jun 
(CC); 3 T Pittsford MONR 13, 21-23 Jul (sev), 
unusual site; T Huron WAYN 12 Jul; 1-8 
NMWMA (sev sites) thru. 
Black-bellied Plover: last HB 1 Jun; arr 3 H 12 
Aug. 
Am. Golden-Plover: arr 5 N Byron Rd GENE 
25 Aug; max 126+ Bridge Rd, T Byron GENE 
31 Aug (ST, CMo, et al.). 
Semipalmated Plover: last NUWMA 
(Carncross Rd) 10Jun; arr 1-3 se sites 24 Jul. 
Killdeer: 168 H (Wiler Rd) 18 Aug (AGu); 140 
Cy farms, T Byron GENE 26 Aug (AW1)); high 
counts. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr TCEA 6 Jul. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last NUWMA (Guy 
Baldassarre Marsh) 10 Jun; arr 2 NHRd 8 Jul. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: 1-4 NHRd 16-26 Jun 
(mob), last, lingering, arr?. 
Upland Sandpiper: no reports. 
Whimbrel: arr IBO 13 Jul (JW); HB 16 Jul 
(AGu); 6 SPt 16 Jul (MG, W& MR); 2 SPt 28 
Jul (JW); 10 SPt 2 Aug (MO); HB 3 Aug 
(AGu); SPt 15 Aug (MG, JW); max 13 HB 31 
Aug (AGu). 
MARBLED GODWIT: SPt 21 Jun (JW, MG, 
6 oth obs), ph. HB 30 Jul (CC, AGu, BriM). 
Ruddy Turnstone: last 4 SPt 4 Jun; arr 3 
Summerville Pier & 1 SPt 19 Jul; max 22 
Summerville Pier 29 Aug (MT). 
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Red Knot: NHRd 24-26 Jun (BriM, 14 oth 
obs), early, ph; arr BB-ES 19 Aug (AGu); 2 
piers at mouth of Genesee R 19 Aug (TL, GF); 
BB-ES 30-31 Aug (NK, CGi). 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr NHRd 8 Jul (AGu, JiM, 
LM). 

Sanderling: arr HB 13 Jul; 20 SPt 20 Jul (JW); 
max 35 HB 31 Aug (MG). 

Dunlin: last TCEA 6-7 Jun (MW); arr NHRd 
10 Jul (AGu), early; IB-S 18-19 Jul DH, CGi), 
early. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: arr TCEA 15 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: last Culver Rd, T Barre 
GENE 11 Jun; arr 4 NHRd 3 Jul; max 52 
NMWMA (Marten Tract) 19, low max. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr TCEA 10, 11, 
19 Jul (MW, GL), early. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr H (Wiler Rd) 12 
Aug (AGu), Reg record early; 1-3 Cy farms, T 
Byron GENE (11+obs), ph. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 5 CLI 18 Jul. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 200 NUWMA 
(Van Dyne Spoor) | Jun; max 213 HB 1 Jun; 
last 11-15 NMWMA (Carncross Rd) 10 Jun; 2 
SPt 14 Jun; arr SPt 5 Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr NHRd 8 Jul. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: arr NMWMA (MRM) 
15 Aug. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: arr NHRd 22-25 Jun 
(AGu, 10 oth obs). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: present all summer, 
unusual; max 101 BB-ES 22 Aug (AGu). 
LAUGHING GULL (R2): | ad SPt 3-8 Jun 
(MG, 6+ oth obs), ph; 1-2 PtB 8-9 Jun (JS, 4+ 
oth obs), ph; 1 ad HB 9 Jun (AGu); 1 ad BB — 
sev loc 10-12 Jun (AGu, BriM, 9+ oth obs, ph). 
FRANKLIN’S GULL: HB 8 Jun (AGu, MG, 
PMar, ph). 

Ring-billed Gull: 3000 OB 19 Aug, many for 
date. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 10 rep, 17 ind at 4 
loc 1-20 Jun; total 7 at 4 loc 12-26 Jul; total 5 at 
4 loc 2-26 Aug; good numbers for summer. 
Caspian Tern: max 86 SPt 13 Jul, low max. 
Black Tern: max 7 NUWMA (2 loc) 1 Jul 
(AnM, GC, W&MR), low max. 

Com. Tern: last 4 BB 11 Jun; arr SPt 27 Jun 
(AK); max 28 HB 28 Aug. 

Forster’s Tern: arr BB-ES 20 Aug (RB, AGu, 
B&BM). 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1 
Greenwell farm H 4 Jul (RSp); 2 Greenwell 
farm 5 Aug (AGu). 
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N. Saw-whet Owl: | juv B M 14 Aug (BBBO), 
3" there in recent years. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 24 G 3 Jun (KGr); last 
BB (AGu) & 2 G (KGr) 9 Jun; arr 2 Genesee 
Valley P 15 Aug. 

Chimney Swift: max 300+ York Central 
School, Greiggsville LIVI 29 Aug (JK); 154 
Piffard LIVI 30 Aug (DBea). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Bushnell’s Basin 3 
Jun (C&HH), new loc; 1-6 ea 3 loc 3-28 Jul; 
max 8 HB 9 Aug (AGu). 

Merlin: 1-3 nesting Geneseo Jul (JK); Conesus 
12 Jul (KC); Wolcott WAYN 29 Jul (W& MR); 
21 rep, 20 ind at 18 loc 7-31 Aug (19 obs). 
Peregrine Falcon: 1-2 Rochester thru Jun; 3 
loc Rochester 8. 11, 22 Jul; 6 rep, 6 ind at 6 loc 
20-30 Aug; 2 ad, 4 yg Roch (falconcam) thru, 2 
yng suffered accidents with 1 dead & 1 in rehab 
at season’s end. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Chimney Bluffs 
SP WAYN 3 Aug (MG); Burger P, G 27 Aug 
(KH); T Lima LIVI 30 Aug (DBea). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last 4B BBBO 8 
Jun; arr 1B BBBO 13 Aug; total B20 BBBO 
13-29 Aug. 

“Traill’s” Flycatcher: total B 30 BBBO 1-8 
Jun; total B 14 BBBO 12-28 Aug. 

Willow Flycatcher: max 22 NUWMA (Noble 
shrublands) 8 Jun (DD, LD). 

Least Flycatcher: total B 12 BBBO 13-29 
Aug. 

WHITE-EYED VIREO (R2): Chimney Bluffs 
SP WAYN 21 Aug (MG). 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr ICW 26 Aug (HW), 
early migr. 

Philadelphia Vireo: last 1B BBBO 6 Jun; arr 
HB - YC 24 Aug. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 23 Ontario County P 17 
Jun (RB); total B 14 BBBO 12-29 Aug. 

Blue Jay: max 144 HB 10 Jun (AGu), late for 
so many. 

Fish Crow: max 11 OB 6 Aug. 

Com. Raven: 6 Irondequoit 27 Jun (KS), many 
for loc. 

Horned Lark: max 54 H (Wiler Rd) 13 Aug. 
Purple Martin: max 42 Cranberry Pnd, G 18 
Jul, low max; 4 MAC 19 Aug. 

Tree Swallow: max 225 NUWMA (MRM) 4 
Jul. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 75 BB 
NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor & Wright Rd) 19 
Aug. 
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Bank Swallow: max 200 NMWMA (Van Dyne 
Spoor) 1 Jun, low max & should be high 
numbers by Aug. 

Barn Swallow: max 50 OB 23 Jul, low max. 
Winter Wren: DE 14, 16 Jun; Penfield 7 Jul, 
unusual loc for date; arr 1B BBBO 26 Aug, 
early migr. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: last N Wolcott WAYN 
1 Jun; arr 1B BBBO 24 Aug, Reg record early. 
Swainson’s Thrush: last 1B BBBO 6 Jun; arr 
1B BBBO 18 Aug. 

Gray Catbird: max 30 Whiting Rd NP 
(Webster) 2 Jul, 25 Aug (DH); total B 87 
BBBO 12-30 Aug. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 310 HB 1 Jun (AGu). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: HB 1 Aug (BBec), unusual loc for 
date; arr 1B BBBO 15 Aug. 

N. Waterthrush: total B 12 BBBO 12-30 Aug. 
Golden-winged Warbler: Norway Rd, T Holly 
ORLE 6, 16 Jun (DBea), rare possible breeder. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: Cumming NC 
ONTA 8 Jun (BBec), rare hybrid. 
Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warnler: 
Norway Rd, T Holley ORLE 3 Jun (DBem), not 
ID’d to hybrid type. 

Black-and-white Warbler: arr Thomas Crk 
Wetlands (Webster) 11 Aug. 

Prothonotary Warbler: 1-2 NUWMA 
(Armitage Rd) thru 10 Jun, 4 Jul (11+ obs), 
nesting. 

Tennessee Warbler: last Churchville MONR 8 
Jun; St. Paul Blvd, Rochester 8 Jul (LM, JiM), 
unusual loc for date; arr 1B BBBO 15 Aug. 
Nashville Warbler: last 1B BBBO 5 Jun. 
Mourning Warbler: last HB 8 Jun; arr 1B 
BBBO 24 Aug. 

Com. Yellowthroat: total B 15 BBBO 12-29 
Aug. 

Hooded Warbler: max 10 MP 2 Jul (PMar), 
typical if obs counts. 

Am. Redstart: max 24 HB — W end 1 Jun; 22 
HB — W end 8 Jul; total B 44 BBBO 12-30 
Aug, good number. 

Cape May Warbler: arr T Richmond ONTA 
16 Aug. 

N. Parula: last NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 2 
Jun (W&MR), late; arr TCEA 30 Aug. 
Magnolia Warbler: last 1B BBBO 8 Jun; arr 
1B BBBO 17 Aug, early; total B 69 17-30 Aug, 
high. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr 1B BBBO 13 Aug, 
early. 

Blackburnian Warbler: last 1B BBBO 6 Jun; 
OCP 2 Jul (JRy), unusual loc for date; 
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Ganondagan, ONTA 6 Aug (TL), unusual loc 
for date; arr Lehigh Vallry Trail MONR 25 
Aug. 

Yellow Warbler: 25 HB — W end | Jun; max 
26 Whiting Rd NP (Webster) 2 Jul; total B 26 
BBBO 12-29 Aug. 

Blackpoll Warbler: BB 10 Jun (JW. W&MR), 
late; 1-2 Ganondagan ONTA 13 Jun (MGia), 
late; last N Wolcott WAYN 15 Jun (W&MR), 
late; arr LSP 27 Aug. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: last M & 
Church Trail, G 5 Jun; arr 1B BBBO 28 Aug. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr G 12 Aug 
(KGr), early migr. 

Prairie Warbler: 2 Springwater ONTA 9 Jun, 
possible breeding; LSP 14 Jun, possible 
breeding; arr 1B BBBO 24 Aug, early. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr 1B 


Cumming NC ONTA 15, 20 Jul (GL, JAk), 
possible breeding; arr 1B BBBO 16 Aug. 
Wilson’s Warbler: last 3B BBBO 6 Jun; arr 
1B BBBO 20 Aug. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 1-2 Cook Rd, Hamlin 
3 Jul (AGu). White-throated Sparrow: last 1B 
BBBO 3 Jun; Ganondagan ONTA 7 Jul (AH); 2 
Smith Farm, Palmyra WAYN 20 Jul (B& WJ); 
Rochester 10 Aug (LBe); unusual for dates and 
loc. 

DICKCISSEL (R2): Clarendon ORLE 1-3 Jul 
(AGu), part of large influx to NE, intro. 
Bobolink: 65 Burger P, G 23 Aug (PW), good 
count. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 2,000 NUWMA 
(Sandhill Crane Unit) 26 Aug (AnM), good 


BBBO 26 Aug. count 
Canada Warbler: last 2B BBBO 5 Jun; near Pine Siskin: rep of 1-5 ind scattered across Reg 
Naples 30 Jun (BH), possible breeding; thru 29 Jul. 


REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 


80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9 @ gmail.com 


In Ithaca, June temperatures were slightly cooler than normal, with average lows 
at 53° F, 2° below normal, and average highs at 75°, 1° below normal. July lows 
averaged 59°, 2° above normal and highs averaged 78°, 2° below normal. 
August was cooler than normal. Lows averaged 55°, 1° below normal and highs 
averaged 76°, 3° below normal. June was relatively dry with a total rainfall of 
1.68", 2.19" below normal. July was very wet bringing 6.76" of rain, 3.21" 
above normal. August was dry with only 0.88" of rainfall, 2.51" below normal. 

Dabbling ducks gathered at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 
in large numbers in August, with summer high counts recorded for eight species. 
All the high counts were recorded at the Knox-Marcellus Marsh and Puddler’s 
Marsh area, except for the high American Black Duck count that was recorded 
along the Wildlife Drive around the Main Pool. Observers also recorded high 
(though still small) numbers for five diving duck species. Unusual species for 
the Region were Eurasian Wigeon, White-winged Scoter, Bufflehead, Common 
Goldeneye, and Red-breasted Merganser. Trumpeter Swan was confirmed 
breeding in Seneca and Cayuga Counties. Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, 
American Wigeon, and Redhead were all confirmed breeding at Montezuma 
NWR. American Black Ducks were confirmed breeding in Watkins Glen. 
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Other water birds occurred in high numbers, as well. Double-crested 
Cormorants were numerous at Stewart Park in Ithaca, and at least two nests 
there produced young. Least Bitterns, Great Egrets, Black-crowned Night- 
Herons, Common Gallinules, and American Coots were numerous at 
Montezuma NWR. Rare waterbirds included Horned Grebe on Keuka Lake, 
American White Pelican, Snowy Egret, and Glossy Ibis at Montezuma NWR. 
Sam Heinrich spotted a flock of eight Glossy Ibis flying over the Cornell 
University campus. Donna Carter photographed a Cattle Egret in the Town of 
Montezuma. 

The compost piles on Stevenson Road in Tompkins County attracted 163 
Turkey Vultures in July and two Black Vultures in June. Ian Davies and Sarah 
Dzielski reported another Black Vulture at the Elmira-Corning Regional Airport, 
where the species has been reported on occasion in past years. The only reports 
of Northern Goshawk were at both ends of the season and from the Town of 
Dryden, Tompkins County. 

The only high shorebird counts were Jay McGowan’s and Livia Santana’s 
ten Long-billed Dowitchers at Montezuma NWR and Brad Walker’s eight 
American Woodcock in Danby State Forest. Although shorebird numbers were 
not high, the Region attracted a good variety and a few rarities. Tim Lenz found 
an American Avocet at the south end of Seneca Lake. Michael Gullo 
photographed two Whimbrels at the north end of Canandaigua Lake, and many 
observers saw two others at Montezuma NWR. A Ruff was in the Montezuma 
NWR area for two weeks in July. A Red Knot was in Montezuma NWR for a 
few days in August. A Willet was at Stewart Park for one day in June. 

Jay McGowan recorded the high count of 16 Lesser Black-backed Gulls at 
Myers Point on Cayuga Lake at the beginning of the season. Tim Lenz estimated 
the high count of 2500 Ring-billed Gulls at Seneca Lake State Park in August. 
Five Bonaparte’s Gulls at Lakefront Park were a summer high count. A 
Franklin’s Gull at Myers Point on Cayuga Lake was the rarest gull of the 
summer. Dan Watkins estimated 100 Black Terns at Montezuma NWR in late 
July, a high count for that species. The only Common and Forster’s Terns report 
was a small mixed flock at Myers Point in mid-June. 

The nesting pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers near Montezuma NWR 
returned and was confirmed to be breeding again this summer. The only 
confirmed nesting of Merlin in the Region was in Etna, Tompkins County. 
Many observers were able to observe an Acadian Flycatcher incubating on a 
nest in Danby State Forest. 

High counts were recorded for Horned Larks at the Savannah Mucklands 
and for Bank Swallows, Barn Swallows, and Marsh Wrens at Montezuma NWR. 
Purple Martins were confirmed breeding in Ontario, Seneca, and Yates 
Counties. 

Ken Rosenberg turned in a season high count of six Swainson’s Thrushes 
in Northeast Ithaca on their last spring migration date of 4 June. Other observers 
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matched that number at Palmer Woods when the species returned to the Region 
on 31 August. 

High counts among warblers were turned in for Nashville, Cape May, and 
Wilson’s Warblers and for Northern Parula. The count of 28 Cape May 
Warblers by Ian Davies and Sarah Dzielski in the Town of Danby is remarkable 
for a species considered rare in the Region just a few years ago. This species, 
known only as a migrant in this Region, responds to Spruce Budworm outbreaks 
in eastern Canada with increased productivity and eastward range expansion. 
Prothonotary Warbler was confirmed nesting in a nestbox at Montezuma NWR. 
Adam West reported a Yellow-throated Warbler in Erwin Wildlife Management 
Area and Andy, Joel, and Matthew Eckerson reported one in the Town of 
Enfield. 

Vesper Sparrows were confirmed breeding in Cayuga, Seneca, and 
Tompkins Counties. Dickcissels were found scattered throughout the Region 
with a high count of eight in the Town of Benton where Andrew Guthrie and 
Brian Morse observed a female repeatedly carrying nesting material to probable 
nesting site. Orchard Orioles were confirmed breeding in Seneca and Tompkins 
Counties. Estimates of 1000 Bobolinks at Montezuma NWR in late August was 
a summer high count for the Region. 

There were some “winter” finch reports this summer. Flyover Red 
Crossbills were reported from four locations in Tompkins County and one 
location in Schuyler County. Pine Siskins were reported in Ontario, Schuyler, 
and Tompkins Counties. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Martha Adams, Janet Akin, Dennis Anderson, Logan Anderson, Marcelo Araya Salas, 
Chris Barry, Jessie Barry, Sue Barth, Betty Beckham, Bob Bethune, Shawn Billerman, 
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Eckerson, Joel Eckerson, Matthew Eckerson, Kim Ehn, Eduardo Inigo Elias, Jody Enck, 
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326 The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 


Bob McGuire, Tracy McLellan, Phil McNeil, Sandy McNicol, Matthew D Medler, Jim 
Miles, Sam Miller, Ann Mitchell, Diane Morton, Linda Mot, Jon Nelson, David Nicosia, 
James Norwalk, Dave Nutter, James Osborn, Bill Ostrander, Nancy Overholtz, Ron 
Overholtz, Matthew Papua, Adam Perry, Scott Peterson, Irvin Pitts, Angus Pritchard, Bill 
Purcell, C Quinlan, Scott Reichert, Chris Rockwell, Paul Rodewald, Ken Rosenberg, 
Melissa Rowley, Wade Rowley, Thomas Ryan, Taksh Sangwan, Livia Santana, Andrew 
Schmalfuss Jr, Kathryn Schneider, Dominic Sherony, Antony Shrimpton, Lindsay 
Simmen, Ramit Singal, Dave Slager, Joshua Snodgrass, Marian Sole, Rick Stevens, Lucy 
Soulliere, Matthew Strimas-Mackey, Eveling Tavera Fernandez, Michael Tetlow, Larry 
Therrien, Sarah Toner, Diane Traina, Alex Trifunovic, Gary Tyson, Jennifer Uehling, 
John van Dora, Lee Ann van Leer, Alison Wagner, Brad Walker, Dan Watkins, Drew 
Weber, Adam West, David Wheeler, Alex Wiebe, Joe Wing, Suzanne Winterberger, 
Chris Wood, Elisa Yang, Matthew Young. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CanL — Canandaigua L, Canandaigua; CU — Cornell U, CygL — Cayuga L; KI — Kipp I, 
CAYU; DSF Canandaigua Danby State Forest, TOMP; LP — Lakefront P, SENE; MyPt — 
Myers Pt, TOMP; NEI — Northeast Ithaca; SLSP — Seneca L SP; SRCP — Stevenson 


Road Compost Piles, TOMP; StP — Stewart P, TOMP; TDan — T Danby, TOMP. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 9 SLSP 1-7 Jul (JMc, JNo, 
LSa), high. 

Wood Duck: max 800 MNWR 19 Aug (JMc), 
high. 

Gadwall: max 80 MNWR 5 Aug (AB), high. 
EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): KI 30 June 
(GaC!); MNWR 8 Jul (KR!). 

Am. Wigeon: max 50 MNWR 24 Aug (DDo, 
DWh), high. 

Am. Black Duck: max 100 MNWR 27 Aug 
(AT), high. 

Mallard: max 5000 MNWR 8 Aug (JMc, 
LSa), high. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 80 MNWR 26-29 Aug 
(mob), high. 

N. Pintail: arr 2 MNWR 8 Jul; max 100 
MNWR 24-31 Aug (mob), high. 
Green-winged Teal: max 500 MNWR 26 Aug 
(mob, ph), high. 

Ring-necked Duck: max12 MNWR 26 Aug 
(WEa), high. 

Greater Scaup: max 10 SLSP 6 Jun (BeB), 
high; Harris PCAYU 3 Jun-11 Jul. 

Lesser Scaup: max 9 LP 4 Jun (mob), high. 
WHITE-WINGED SCOTER (R3): MyPt 8- 
16 Jul (mob). 

BUFFLEHEAD (R3): max 7 MNWR 1 Jun 
(BeB!), high; 1-5 MNWR 1-7 Jun (mob, ph!); 
Hi Tor WMA YATE 14 Jun (BHo, ph); 3 
SLSP 19 Jun:; SLSP 7 Jul. 
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COM. GOLDENEYE (R3): CygL, T Ledyard 
3 Jun (FG, JMc, LSa); 1-3 Seneca L, Geneva & 
SLSP 4 Jun-10 Jul (mob, ph); 1-3 Mud Lock, 
CygL 22 Jun-12 Jul (mob, ph); Cayuga & 
Seneca Canal SENE 18 Jul (PF, PH, AWa). 
Hooded Merganser: max 20 KI 9 Jul (KM), 
high. 

Com. Merganser: max 51 Chemung R, Elmira 
1 Aug. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (R3): 1-2 
MyPt 1-6 Jun (JGr, JMc, ph); Chemung R, 
Elmira 2-29 Jun (BO); Mud Lock, CygL 1-9 
Jul (JMc, ph, LSa). 

Ruddy Duck: max 18 MNWR 3 Jun. 
HORNED GREBE (R3): Keuka L thru 20 
Aug (ID, SD, JNe). 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 670 StP 22 
Aug (TL), high. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN (R3): MNWR 6-27 
Jul (mob, ph). 

Least Bittern: max 6 MNWR 8 Jul (MA, 
DCI), high. 

Great Egret: max 200 MNWR 12-13 Aug 
(GDa, JMc , SPe), high. 

SNOWY EGRET (R3): MNWR 12 Aug 
(mob, ph). 

CATTLE EGRET (R3): T Montezuma 
CAYU 4 Jun (DCa, ph!). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 55 
MNWR 12 Aug (JMc), high. 

GLOSSY IBIS (R3): MNWR 22 Jul (AB); 8 
CU 20 Aug (SaHe!). 
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BLACK VULTURE (R3): 1-2 SRCP 2-14 
Jun (mob, ph); Elmira-Corning Regional 
Airport CHEM 28 Aug (ID, SD!). 
Turkey Vulture: max 163 SRCP 15 Jul (CW), 
high. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Goshawk: T Dryden 3 Jun (JGK); T 
Dryden TOMP 14 Aug (JFi); only reports. 
Com. Gallinule: max 128 MNWR 6 Aug 
(DDa), high. 
Am. Coot: max 314 MNWR 27 Aug (JO), 
high. 
Sandhill Crane: max 12 MNWR 25 Aug. 
AM. AVOCET (R3): Seneca L, Watkins Glen 
10 Aug (TL, ph). 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr MNWR 16 Jun. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last MNWR 17 Jun 
(mob), late; arr 2 MNWR 29 Jun. 
WILLET (R3): StP 16 Jun (mob, ph). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr MNWR 7 Jun (DSh, 
MT), early. 
Upland Sandpiper: max 4 Lott Farm SENE 1 
Jul. 
WHIMBREL (R3): 2 CanL 2 Jun (MG, ph); 2 
MNWR 10 Jun (mob, ph). 
Ruddy Turnstone: max 42 LP 1 Jun (KG), 
high; 29 MNWR 2 Jun; 
36 CanL 3 Jun; last CanL 11 Jun; arr 2 MNWR 
20 Aug. 
RED KNOT (R3): MNWR 24-29 Aug (mob, 
ph!). 
RUFF (R3): KI & MNWR 8-24 Jul (DNu, 
mob, ph). 
Stilt Sandpiper: arr MNWR 9 Jul (mob), 
early; max 45 MNWR 19 Aug. 
Sanderling: last 5 CanL 3 Jun; arr MyPt 26 
Jul. 
Dunlin: last MNWR 5 Jun; arr MNWR 28 
Aug. 
Baird's Sandpiper: are KI 23 Aug. 
Least Sandpiper: last MNWR 13 Jun; arr 10 
MNWR 3 Jul. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr MyPt 29 Jun 
(JMc), early. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 6 MNWR 19 Jul. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last 5 MNWR 14 
Jun; arr MNWR 29 Jun (ADa), early. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: last Aurora Bay 
Boathouse 3 Jun (JMc, LSa), late; arr 2 
MNWR 8 Jul. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: arr MNWR 19 Jul 
(TL, BM, MDM!), early; max 10 MNWR 29 
Aug (JMc!, LSa), high. 
Wilson's Snipe: last MNWR 1 Jun; arr 
MNWR 6 Jul. 
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Am. Woodcock: max 8 DSF 21 Jun (BW), 
high. 

Wilson's Phalarope: arr MNWR 8 Aug. 
Red-necked Phalarope: arr SLSP 4 Aug. 
Bonaparte's Gull: max 5 LP 4 Jun (KBo, 
ADo, KR), high; last SLSP 9 Jun (TL), late; arr 
CanL 17 Jul. 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: MyPt 1 Jun (mob, ph). 
Ring-billed Gull: max 2500 SLSP 18 Aug 
(TL), high. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 16 MyPt 1 
Jun (JMc), high. 

Black Tern: max 100 MNWR 26 Jul (DWa), 
high. 

Com. Tern: arr & max 4 MyPt 16 Jun. 
Forster’s Tern: 2 MyPt 16 Jun (mob), only 
report. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 7 Boyer Creek 
Farm NFC Station TOMP 9&12 Jun, nocturnal 
flight calls. 

E. Screech-Owl: max 4 T Starkey YATE 2 
Jun (JH); 4 W Bluff YATE 20 Jul (MJ), high. 
Com. Nighthawk: arr MNWR 13 Aug; max 
43 MNWR 29 Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 4 MNWR 20 
Aug (JBr, RK), high. 

Peregrine Falcon: arr MNWR 23 Jul. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last Connecticut Hill 
WMA TOMP 2 Jun; arr Finger Lakes National 
Forest 12 Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last TDan 5 Jun; 
arr MNWR 3 Aug. 

Acadian Flycatcher: max 3 DSF 14 Jun. 

E. Kingbird: max 34 Finger Lakes National 
Forest SENE 25 Aug. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr Salt Pt Nature 
Preserve TOMP 31 Aug. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 50 DSF 14 Jun. 

Am. Crow: max 500 SRCP 6 Aug. 

Horned Lark: max 36 Savannah Mucklands 
SENE 13 Jul (TC), high. 

Purple Martin: max 525 MNWR 8 Aug. 
Tree Swallow: max 5600 MNWR 26 Aug. 
Bank Swallow: max 11,200 MNWR 26 Aug 
(ID, LT), high. 

Barn Swallow: max 11,200 MNWR 26 Aug 
(ID, LT), high. 

Marsh Wren: max 100 MNWR 26 Jul (DWa), 
high. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: last T Caroline 4 Jun 
(SK), late. 
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Veery: max 24 Shindagin Hollow State Forest 
TOMP 24 Jun. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: last T Caroline 4 Jun 
(SK), late. 

Swainson's Thrush: last and max 6 NEI 4 Jun 
(KR), late; arr 6 Palmer Woods TOMP 31 Aug 
(LC, JC, KEb), high. 

European Starling: max 16,800 MNWR 26 
Aug. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Worm-eating Warbler: DSF 1 Jun (MG); 
Texas Hollow State Forest SCHU 2 Jun (CQ); 
DSF 8 Jun (DNu); Elmira Country Club 
CHEM 26 Jun (JFi), only reports. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr T Tyrone SCHU 10 
Aug; max 3 Caswell Road Grasslands TOMP 
28 Aug (CW), high. 

Nashville Warbler: max 3 Spencer Crest 
Nature Center STEU 4 Aug (NM), high. 

Cape May Warbler: arr 2 MyPt 13 Aug; max 
28 TDan 28 Aug (ID, SD), high. 

Cerulean Warbler: max 7 T Tyre SENE 24 
Jun. 

N. Parula: last T Jerusalem YATE 10 Jun; arr 
CU 23 Aug (GDu, AWi), early; max 5 CU 24 
Aug (GDu, AW1), nocturnal migrants, high. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr Sampson SP 24 
Aug. 

Blackpoll Warbler: last Sapsucker Woods 
TOMP 3 Jun; arr & max 3 MNWR 27 Aug; 
Sapsucker Woods TOMP 27 Aug. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 30 CU 24 
Aug, nocturnal migrants. 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (R3): 
Erwin WMA STEU 14 Jun (AWe); T Enfield 
TOMP 6 Jul (AE, JEc, ME!). 

Wilson's Warbler: last City of Ithaca 6 Jun 
(KK, DM!), late; arr & max 4 StP 12 Aug 
(MAS, ETF), high & early. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Vesper Sparrow: max 4 T Lansing TOMP 6 
Jul. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 3 T Lansing 
TOMP 11 Jul; 3 Birdseye Hollow State Forest 
STEU 2 Aug; last Birdseye Hollow State 
Forest TOMP 6 Aug. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 48 CU 24 
Aug, nocturnal migrants. 
Dickcissel: max 8 T Benton YATE 2 Jul (AG, 
Brian Morse), high. 
Bobolink: max 1000 MNWR 27 Aug (mob), 
high. 
Orchard Oriole: max 6 MyPt 25 Jun. 
Red Crossbill: TDan 5 Jun (WEv!): 
Connecticut Hill WMA TOMP 25 Jun (BW); 
Jennings Pd TOMP 28 Jun (WEv!); T 
Catharine SCHU 2 Jul (CW!); NEI 22 Jul 
(KR!). 
Pine Siskin: 2 Cayuta Creek SCHU 11 Jun 
(GB, EIE); T Seneca ONTA 18-21 Jun (JA); 
NEI 11 Jul (JMc). 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 


William Kuk 
26 Esther Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903 
ckennykuk @stny.rr.com 


June 2017 was about average regarding temperature and somewhat wetter than 
normal. July was slightly cooler than the long-term norm but had three inches 
more rain than average. August was three degrees cooler and a bit drier than 
average. 

From 15 April to 3 June there was a pair of Mute Swans on Plymouth 
Reservoir in Chenango County. They were noticed by local residents who 
thought they might stay the summer, but the swans departed. Apparently, they 
were tolerant of their human neighbors and fed in the same area daily (from E- 
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mail from Michael DeWispelaere). During the months of June through August 
there were no records of Mute Swans in eBird in the Region for the last 10 
years. However, in The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York State, 
which covered the period from 2000-2005, there were ten or so blocks in the 
Region with possible or probable breeding and one block showing confirmed 
breeding. The NYSDEC is currently managing this introduced species and has a 
draft plan under review. It is not clear how much habitat requirements versus 
management have affected the population of this species in our Region. Why 
bother then to report on this species, if it is introduced and proven to damage 
wetlands and has been aggressive to other waterfowl and on occasion to 
humans? Well the short answer is that people take an interest in these birds. The 
swans are relatively unafraid of humans, and so people make a connection to 
these large and impressive animals. The problem of introduced species will 
probably not have a uniform solution but will most likely be species dependent. 
Mute Swans are an interesting illustration of this problem. 

Common Gallinules bred in Chenango County in a marsh in Sherburne. 
Sixteen birds, including eleven juveniles, were seen there, which appeared to 
represent at least two family groups. There was also at least one juvenile 
reported from Boland Pond in Broome County. There were perhaps ten blocks 
reporting possible or confirmed breeding during the 2000-2005 atlas work in the 
Region, so it is not a very common breeder and may be in decline. 

During a kayaking trip through a wetland in Chenango County in the Town 
of Plymouth on 6 June, a video was taken of an adult Sandhill Crane with two 
eggs. Also in the Town of McDonough, again in Chenango County, two adults 
were seen, but no colts were reported. Last year in McDonough, two adults and 
two colts were reported. In both sightings, local residents had seen the birds for 
a few years in this season but did not report them. In previous NY breeding bird 
atlas projects begun in 1980 and 2000, there were no reports of Sandhill Cranes 
breeding in the Region. 

In Broome County two kinds of falcons were breeding. In the city of 
Binghamton, four Peregrine Falcons were seen on 6 June, one with a Rock 
Pigeon in its talons, and three other falcons following. In the village of Endicott 
there were several reports of a breeding Merlin pair with photos taken. There has 
been a breeding pair of Peregrine Falcons since at least the 2000-2005 breeding 
bird atlas in Binghamton, while Merlins were reported in only three blocks in 
the Region. 

Regarding migrating shorebirds, there were two reports of a Stilt Sandpiper 
in the Region. Jeremy Collison found a Stilt Sandpiper in a farm pond in the 
Town of Smyrna in Chenango County on 13 August. This was a first eBird 
record for Chenango County. Then on 26 August Dave Nicosia found a Stilt 
Sandpiper in Johnson City in the Susquehanna River. The bird stayed four days, 
and was seen and photographed by many observers. A Stilt Sandpiper had not 
been recorded in Broome since 2002. In the same area, a Baird’s Sandpiper was 
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also discovered on 26 August and also a contingent of ten Great Egrets on 30 
August. 

Cerulean Warblers were seen and photographed along the Delaware River 
on 26 June in a riparian habitat, so perhaps they were breeding in this area. In 
migration, twelve Cape May Warblers in a variety of plumages were seen and 
photographed in Chenango County on German Hollow Road by Andrew Guthrie 
on 29 August. In total, 27 species of warblers were seen in the Region for the 
season, which is the same number as seen in the fall report for the last three 
years. 

There were many reports of Red Crossbills, observed mostly in state 
forests in Chenango County. Some of these reports were from workers 
associated with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology who were recording their calls 
so they could be identified by subspecies (or species, depending on whom you 
ask). Type 1 (Appalachian), Type 2 (Ponderosa Pine), Type 3 (Western 
Hemlock), and Type 10 (Sitka Spruce) were all identified, most through audio 
spectrographic analysis (basically sounds made into graphs). Some of the birds 
were singing and responded to playbacks, so perhaps they might have been 
breeding. However, none of the reports mentioned breeding behavior 
specifically, so this is merely speculation. 

In summary, 184 species were reported, with some interesting rarities for 
the Region. I also want to acknowledge and thank Bill Ostrander who sorted 
eBird data to identify arrivals, last dates, and high counts. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Catherine Barron, Marty Borko, Tayler Brooks, Ted Buhl, Adrian Burke, George Chiu, 
Anne Clark, Jeremy Collison, Sandy Covington, Delaware-Otsego Audubon Soc., Renee 
DePrato, Michael DeWispelaere, William Earley, Jessica Ewing, Wayne Fidler, Lisa 
Gorn, Bob Grajewski, Jane Graves, Derek Green, Bob Grosek, Andrew Guthrie, John 
Haas, Barbara Hall, Larry Hall, Linda Hall, Peter Harrity, Jim Hoteling, Marshall Iliff, 
Michael Jordan, Logan Kahle, Sara Kinch, Hugh Kingery, Gail Kirch, Al Kresock, Bill 
Kuk, Victor Lamoureaux, Tim Lenz, Art Levy, Evan Mann, Andy Mason, JoAnne 
Mattucci, David McCartt, Jay McGowan, Naturalists’ Club of Broome County, Dave 
Nicosia, NY eBird, Sandy Olshefski, Ruth Pedersen, Pam Peters, Mike Powers, Leslie 
Preston, Bill Purcell, Alan Ryff, Tom Salo, Cathy Sheeter, Julian Shepherd, Rod Spangle, 
Andrew Spencer, Robert Strickland, Suzanne Summers, Tioga Bird Club, Alex 
Trifunovic, Alison Van Keuren, Lance Verderame, Linda Vicke, Brad Walker, Dan 
Watkins, Drew Weber, Jon Weeks, Glenn Wilson, Colleen Wolpert, Chris Wood, Rich 
Youket, Matt Young. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BoPd — Boland Pd, BROO; BUNP — Binghamton University Nature Preserve, BROO; 
DorP — Dorchester P, BROO; LHNC — Lime Hollow Nature Center, CORT; MHL — 
Michigan Hollow L, TIOG; SusR — Susquehanna Ri, BROO. 
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WHISTLING-DUCKS — VULTURES 
Mute Swan: 2 Plymouth Res CHEN 15 Apr- 3 
Jun, intro. 

Blue-winged Teal: 2 SusR 26 Aug; Chenango 
R BROO 27 Aug; only reports. 

N. Shoveler: Chenango Ri BROO 27 Aug, 
only report. 

Am. Wigeon: BoPd 28 Jul, ph, only report. 
Com. Loon: Owego Creek TIOG 1 Jun, ph, 
possible injured bird. 

Pied-billed Grebe: 8 MHL 10 Aug, 6 juv, 2 
ad. 

Least Bittern: BoPd 10-25 Jun; MHL 15-19 
Jul. 


Great Egret: max 10 SusR 30 Aug; 75 reports. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron: 2 BoPd 8-9 
Aug. 

Black Vulture: 5 scattered reports from OTSE 
& DELA. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: 30 rep throughout Region. 
Bald Eagle: many reports, very widespread. 
N. Goshawk: Hancock DELA 17 Jun -23 Jul; 
Otselic CHEN 4 Jul; Tuller Hill SF CORT 1 
Aug. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 3 Marsh Pond SF 
BROO 8 Jun, 2 nestlings, 1 ad; 25 other rep. 
Sora: MHL 15-19 June. 
Com. Gallinule: max 16 Sherburne Railroad 
Marsh CHEN 3 Aug, ph; 2 BoPd 10 Jun. 
Sandhill Crane: T Plymouth CHEN 6 Jun, 
photo of nest with eggs; 2 T McDonough 
CHEN 22 Aug; intro. 
Stilt Sandpiper: Smyrna CHEN 13 Aug, ph 
(JC, MD); SusR 26-30 Aug, mob, ph (DN). 
Sanderling: SusR 26 Aug, only report. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: SusR 26-30 Aug, mob, ph 
(GC). 
Caspian Tern: max 6 SusR 20 Aug; 8 reports. 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 15 reports. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: 37 reports, interesting 
ratio of yellow-billed to black-billed. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 15 Castle Creek 
BROO 20 Aug; 15 other scattered rep. 

E. Whip-poor-will: Richford TIOG 30 Aug 
(DM). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: widely noted, 
334 reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Hickories P TIOG 
10 Jun. 


Merlin: 3 Endicott BROO 29 Jul, 8 rep of this 
breeding pr; 37 other rep. 

Peregrine Falcon: max 4 Binghamton BROO 
6 Jun, many rep of resident downtown pr. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-Sided Flycatcher: T Hartwick OTSE 5 
Jun; Downsville DELA 27 Aug; LHNC 30 
Aug; only reports. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 2 Robinson 
Hollow SF TIOG 27 Aug; Vestal BROO 29 
Aug; T Greene CHEN 31 Aug; only reports. 
Acadian Flycatcher: James Kennedy SF 
CORT 1 Jul, only report. 

Philadelphia Vireo: BUNP 30 Aug; Vestal 
BROO 31 Aug; only reports. 

Purple Martin: 5 widely scattered rep, single 
birds Jun & Jul. 

Brown Creeper: 82 rep throughout Region 
thru. 

Marsh Wren: most rep BoPd & MHL. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Unadilla Boat 
Launch DELA 26 Aug. 


LONGSPURS —- WARBLERS 
Tennessee Warbler: max 3 German Hollow 
Rd CHEN 29 Aug; LHNC 29-30 Aug; Hoxie 
Gorge SF CORT 31 Aug. 

Cape May Warbler: max 12 German Hollow 
Rd CHEN 29 Aug, ph (AG). 

Cerulean Warbler: 2 Warren Rd DELA Jun 
25-26, ph. 

N. Parula: 2 Warren Rd DELA Jun 17-25. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: T Spencer TIOG 31 
August, only report. 

Wilson’s Warbler: LHNC 29 Aug; 2 
Southwick Rd TIOG 29 Aug. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: New Michigan SF 
CHEN 17 Jun. 


TOWHEES — WEAVERS 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 4 T Nanticoke 
BROO 18 Jun. 

Orchard Oriole: Keibel Rd BROO Jun 7; 
MHL 15 Jul. 

Red Crossbill: 46 rep, mostly from SF’s 
CHEN. 

Pine Siskin: 4 Jones P Vestal BROO 17 Jun, 
only report. 
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REGION 5— ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 


Matt Perry 


3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63 @roadrunner.com 


David Wheeler 
20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64 @ aol.com 


In terms of weather the 2017 summer season provided a little bit of 
everything—from cold spells to heat waves and from extreme floods to mild 
droughts. Taken in its entirety the season was slightly cooler than average. In 
Syracuse the average temperature in June was 65.9° F, about a degree cooler 
than normal. A high temperature of 90° was attained on 18 June. The rain total 
for the month was 4.69" in Syracuse, 1.38" higher than average. However, in the 
eastern part of the Region, rainfall totals at the end of June were far higher. The 
onset of July brought massive and unprecedented flooding along the Mohawk 
River and its tributaries. In Utica, rainfall totals between 30 June and 2 July 
came to 4.01". By contrast, in Syracuse rainfall for the entire month of July was 
4.19", which is only a half inch above normal. The mean temperature for July 
was 70.3°, which is 1° below average. Vernal ponds and streams finally ran out 
of reprieves in August as the Region largely dried out. The total rainfall in 
Syracuse for August was 1.82", which is 1.77" less than normal. Average 
temperature for the month was 68.2°, which is 1.6° below the norm. 

Major flooding events that occur during the breeding season always take a 
disproportionate toll on wildlife and birds, but quantifying the extent of the 
impact is a difficult if not impossible task. Suffice it to say it was a catastrophic 
event. In the greater Utica area on 1 July, upland streams swelled from ten to 
fifty times their normal size. Of course, the downstream effects were 
exponentially worse. Birds nesting on low ground alongside streams, ponds, 
lakes, and wetlands almost certainly lost their nests. In Utica long-standing 
rainfall records were easily surpassed. The local media referred to the event as 
the hundred-year flood, perhaps forgetting that a slightly less extreme event 
occurred only four years previous. Regardless, it seemed the era of extreme 
weather had reared its head once again. 

The summer was a relatively productive one for wild food supplies. 
Generally throughout the Region, spruce cones were plentiful to abundant, with 
White Spruce perhaps out-producing the other species in most areas. Pine 
species, Eastern Hemlock, Tamarack, and Larch also produced high yields. 
Birch species were well laden, while nut and acorn production was not as good. 
American Beech and hickory species produced fair to moderately good crops, 
and the same could be said for some fruit producing trees like apple and 
hawthorn species. Black Cherry trees produced very little while viburnums, 
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mountain ash, and wild grapes brought forth bumper crops. Some observers 
across the Region noted the lack of birds frequenting feeding stations in August. 
The most plausible explanation for this is they were drawn away by the 
generous supply of mast. Obviously, if we experience a winter finch invasion 
this coming winter, we will have the cones and catkins to keep them well 
satiated. 

As 1s usually the case, the spattering of reports of Snow Geese in the 
Region involve lame or otherwise compromised individuals. That may also have 
been the case with the single Brant spotted at Oswego Harbor on 21 July. The 
presence for three successive summers of apparently healthy Ring-necked 
Ducks at Woodman Pond in Madison County is curious. Unlike in previous 
years when there would only be a single duck, this summer as many as three 
Ring-necked Ducks were being seen at one time. There were only four reports of 
American Bittern during the summer, only one after June, which is not too 
Surprising given the species’ secretive nature, but it may also be indicative of 
lack of effort spent in seeking them out. The same could be said for Least 
Bittern. It’s a shame that more birders aren’t compelled to confirm the presence 
and breeding status of uncommon species, especially NYDEC listed species, 
that is, outside the structure of official breeding bird surveys. All reports of 
Black-crowned Night-Herons emanated from the greater Syracuse area. Bill 
Gruenbaum provided our only documented report of a Black Vulture for the 
season. The species was seen in the city of Herkimer on 17 June. Another report 
from nearby Little Falls was likely this species but no details were provided. 
Little Falls is also the location where the season’s maximum count of Turkey 
Vultures occurred; 103 on 6 July. The high cliffs along the Mohawk River 
provide attractive nesting sites for vultures. No doubt the convergence of 
multiple highways, including Interstate 90, provides a reliable source of carrion. 

Somewhat surprisingly, there were low numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks 
and Cooper’s Hawks reported this season. Considering virtually every bird 
feeding station features regular predatory forays by one or the other of these 
raptors, one would think they’d make their way into the data stream more often. 
We did have two reports, one each of Sharp-shinned Hawks and Cooper’s 
Hawks breeding. Interestingly, they came from the same nature preserve in the 
town of Kirkland. In fact, the sites were approximately 1⁄4 mile apart. There were 
few reports of Northern Goshawks. One immature was a late migrant that flew 
over Derby Hill on 17 June. In mid-June, amid soaring temperatures and south 
winds, Bill Purcell put in a few days of effort at the Derby Hill Hawk Watch. 
Although he wasn’t rewarded with the rare kite he was hoping for, he was in line 
to observe a decent dispersal/migrant raptor flight. The birds that were moving 
primarily consisted of Bald Eagles and Broad-winged Hawks. A maximum of 29 
Bald Eagles flew over on 17 June, while 25 passed over on 16 June and 21 on 18 
June. The maximum for Broad-winged Hawks was 89 on 16 June. The next day 
77 Broad-winged Hawks flew over and on 18 June, 47 were counted. Bald 


334 The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 


Eagles successfully bred in several locations around the Region, including at 
Lake Rondaxe near Old Forge where they have nested twice before. 

Five reports of Soras came from four areas. Interestingly, this surpassed 
the number of reports of American Coots. Unfortunately the number of summer 
resident coots continues to decrease in our Region. A fairly diverse range of 
shorebird types traversed our Region this summer, which was heartening 
considering one of our major shorebird habitat areas was off-line. Delta Lake 
was very high through the first half of the summer, and the water level was 
never drawn down in August. The result was a lack of mudflats available for 
shorebirds. Fortunately other areas came some distance in filling the void and 
even provided us with a few rarities. Gene Huggins reported that a vernal pond 
in an alfalfa field near his Tully home became habitat for a number of common 
shorebirds in late July and through the first week of August, after which the 
pond dried up. Piping Plovers were again found at Sandy Pond, but it was 
unclear if breeding took place. It was there that Alison Kocek reported finding 
two different adult Piping Plovers in mid-June. One of the rare plovers was 
banded. Bill Purcell saw 16 Whimbrel flying in a single line over Derby Hill on 
23 August. A Marbled Godwit was a great find by Greg Dashnau at Oswego 
Harbor. In the late morning of 23 August, the rarity was observed perching on a 
pier along with a group of gulls. A kite surfer came by and flushed the birds, 
which allowed Dashnau a view of the godwit’s upper wings and its dark primary 
coverts. The sighting is only a seventh record for Region 5. This summer, Ruddy 
Turnstone, Red Knot, Baird’s Sandpiper, and Short-billed Dowitcher were all 
reported as were most expected common species. 

A breeding-plumaged adult Little Gull found at Sylvan Beach on 25 July 
by David Wheeler and Deborah Dohne was seen several times after that. It was 
often observed in conjunction with Bonaparte’s Gulls, which was helpful for the 
purpose of in-field comparisons. Subsequent visits showed how quickly it 
molted the full black hood it arrived with. On 6 June in a wet field in West 
Monroe, Scott Peterson observed a Franklin’s Gull in near adult plumage. The 
rarity was found in the company of a large flock of Ring-billed Gulls and some 
Herring Gulls. It was relocated the next day but not seen after that. Black Terns 
were found in three locations. Two were reported on Oneida Lake at Constantia 
from 4-7 June. 

Although the Utica Peregrine Falcons don’t seem to discriminate regarding 
which cuckoo species they catch as prey, the Black-billed Cuckoo was much 
more commonly taken this summer. Still, several Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
carcasses were among the noted prey items in June. At the risk of outdoing the 
Peregrines, the maximum single day count for Yellow-billed Cuckoos was 
seven, and that report came from Howland Island on 17 June. Canastota's Ditch 
Bank Road was also a hotspot for cuckoos. With the exception of Barred Owl, 
the Region’s common owl species were found in average to below average 
numbers. Several reports of Eastern Screech-Owls came from two of the 
Region’s raptor rehabilitators. There was one report of Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
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The enigmatic species was heard calling in the early evening of 30 August in 
Palermo. Greg Dashnau counted a maximum number of 63 Common 
Nighthawks migrating over Three Rivers WMA in Lysander on 28 August. On 
25 August, a single migrant Whip-poor-will was heard calling at the Woodchuck 
Hill Preserve in Manlius. No Whip-poor-wills were reported from the Region’s 
traditional breeding grounds, but this may reflect a lack of effort during the 
period. 

On 3 July, Gary Lee participated in the banding of 35 Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds at Stillwater Reservoir in the Adirondacks. Of those captured, 
only one had been banded during a prior banding effort in May. Red-headed 
Woodpeckers were reported in nine locations, which is an improvement from 
recent summer seasons. Breeding was confirmed in at least two of those 
locations including at Fair Haven where an adult and juvenile frequented a 
feeding station. At Verona Beach State Park on 8 August, Don Bemont found a 
pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers feeding two juveniles. 

American Kestrels would seem to be experiencing a resurgence in the 
Region. Gene Huggins reported a pair of Kestrels and a fledgling near his Tully 
residence. As it turned out that wasn’t the only nest in that area. After their nest 
tree was cut down, two nestlings from another Tully nest were brought to 
Kindred Kingdom Wildlife Rehabilitation Center (KK). A removal of another 
nest tree, this time in Liverpool, resulted in three nestlings being brought to the 
same facility. Generally, the number of American Kestrels coming to wildlife 
rehabilitation centers around the Region was higher than normal and it suggests 
a better than average number of breeding pairs were active in the Region. For 
this period a total of 10 kestrels came into KK from six different areas, and a 
total of five from five different areas came into Falcon Heart Rescue in 
Herkimer. A total of three Merlins were brought to KK during the period. Gary 
Lee reported that a pair of Merlins again had breeding success in Old Forge. A 
pair of Peregrine Falcons successfully fledged four young from their nest in 
Downtown Utica this season. There is no evidence that the Syracuse Peregrines 
attempted to renest following a failed attempt at a new unprepared site. During 
the previous period the pair had resorted to an alternate nest site after their nest 
box was removed from the State Tower Building in downtown Syracuse. An 
adult Peregrine Falcon continued to be seen in the vicinity of Ditchbank Road 
near Chittenango. It is unknown if that individual is part of a breeding pair in the 
area. 

One to two Acadian Flycatchers were found at their traditional breeding 
site at Whiskey Hollow throughout the season. Fish Crows were reported from a 
dozen locations, although usually only single birds were encountered. Maximum 
numbers of four were reported from Onondaga Lake and Phoenix. 

There were only two reports of Golden-winged Warblers this period, the 
last of which came from Fulton and occurred on 14 June. Single “Lawrence’s” 
Warblers were reported at Selkirk Shores State Park and at Spring Farm Nature 
Preserve. In both instances the birds were seen only once. Prothonotary 
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Warblers were not found at Howland Island this season as they were the 
previous summer. However, plenty of Cerulean Warblers were found at the 
same location, which is indisputably the last Regional stronghold for that 
species. A total of 18 Cerulean Warblers was reported at Howland Island on 17 
June. In August, some observers stated that the first phase of warbler migration 
was imperceptible. Others indicated that there were some good days. On 29 July 
an early migrant Bay-breasted Warbler with traces of breeding plumage was 
spotted by Bill Purcell on his Hastings property. Leading an Onondaga Audubon 
Society field trip to Green Lake State Park on 17 June, Paul Richardson reported 
having great views of a Prairie Warbler. The bird persisted at the location until 
at least 4 August. 

All reports of Clay-colored Sparrows originated from Spring Farm Nature 
Preserve in southern Oneida County, which continues to be the Region’s most 
reliable breeding grounds for the species. A high count of six Grasshopper 
Sparrows in Richland on 14 July was a respectable high count for that species. A 
single Henslow’s Sparrow was located singing in a meadow at Green Lakes 
State Park on 3 August. As usual, the bird’s short but distinctive song was key to 
locating it. The species is exceptionally scarce or possibly absent from the 
Region as a breeder and rarely found during migration. What was the Green 
Lakes bird doing there and where did it come from? 

On 14 June in Verona, Kathy Smith observed a male Yellow-headed 
Blackbird eating corn at her backyard feeding station. It was feeding alongside 
Canada Geese. Fortunately she was able to get good photos of the rarity before it 
departed later that day. This is only the second Regional record for the summer 
season. In the latter half of July, a few observers noted significant flocks of 
Common Grackles actively foraging in forests. They were seen tearing up leaf 
litter, uncovering beech nuts and presumably other seeds and insects. This 
behavior, though not unprecedented with grackles, is more commonly associated 
with flocks of American Crows, Wild Turkeys, and, to some extent, American 
Robins, although they forgo the nuts and seeds. Matt Perry remarked that seeing 
boisterous flocks of grackles repeatedly landing and taking off and 
systematically working their way across the forest floor reminded him of 
historical accounts of the foraging behavior of flocks of Passenger Pigeons. 
Beginning in late June, reports of Red Crossbills began coming in from Muller 
Hill State Forest in Georgetown. A maximum of six was reported on 6 July from 
that location. One Red Crossbill was reported near Old Forge on 18 August. 

Development continues on the west shore of Onondaga Lake, mainly along 
the trail south of Nine Mile Creek. Deborah Dohne birded the lakeshore area 
throughout the spring and summer and greatly increased the known checklist, 
adding many common songbird passage migrants for which previous records 
were unavailable at the time of “A Checklist of the Birds of Onondaga Lake and 
Vicinity” (2009; G. Huggins, B. Purcell, P. Richardson, R. Richardson). This 
underscores a fundamental reality of bird record-keeping: rarities are well 
documented, while common species are often lost in the shuffle. Some parts of 
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the lake shore seemed good habitat, but Wheeler and Dohne noted that breeding- 
bird diversity was poor. Though mostly bad news for songbirds, some of the 
recovery efforts show promise. During a number of kayak trips to the southwest 
corner, Dohne found the recently-constructed rock jetties and the area between 
them attractive to gulls, herons, ducks, and shorebirds. Up through the early 
2000s the lake had at least some mudflats in fall, but the best areas were 
eventually choked out by non-native phragmite growth. The official checklist 
has a whopping 33 shorebird species, the plausible limit for our area, but 
virtually all from the latter half of the 20" century. The west shore south of Nine 
Mile Creek seems, once again, to have potential shorebird habitat depending on 
water levels. 

This season a total of 209 species and three hybrids was reported, which is 
three above the recent 10-year average for the Region. Highlights included: 
Brant, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, Sandhill Crane, Piping 
Plover, Whimbrel, MARBLED GODWIT, Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot, 
Little Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Black Tern, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Acadian 
Flycatcher, “Lawrence’s” Warbler, Henslow's Sparrow, Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, and Red Crossbill. 

Summer 2017 produced 57,885 eBird records for Region 5, and these were 
processed by Swan Swan Hummingbird v4.02. Reports were contributed by 332 
people. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Dennis Anderson, Faith Baker, John Barr, Don Bemont, Sue Boettger, Carla Bregman, 
Joseph Brin (JB), Matthew Brown, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), Andrea Burke, Mark 
Burns, Megan Cardon, Jerry Case (JC), David Cesari, Gary Chapin, Richard Cohen, 
Jeremy Collison, Karl Curtis, Jim D’Angelo, Greg Dashnau (GD), Rose DeNeve, 
Deborah Dohne (DD), Wayne Fidler (WF), Elizabeth Frascatore, Louise Gomez, Bill 
Gruenbaum, Michael Gullo, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Sam Hough, Gene Huggins, 
Max Kirsch, Renee Kittleman, Alison Kocek, Jonathan Kresge, William Kuk, Joshua 
LaCelle, Gary Lee (GL), Jason Luscier, Mary Magistro (MM), Daniel Martin, Kevin 
McGann (KM), Jay McGowan (JM), Thomas McKay, Gary Meyers, Wilma Mount, 
David Nash (DN), Matt Perry (MP), Scott Peterson, John Pumilio, Bill Purcell (BP), Paul 
Richardson (PR), Ken Rosenberg; Margaret Rusk (MR), Livia Santana (LSa), Stephanie 
& Thomas Schmidt, Mickey Scilingo (MS), Ida Sheppard, Gerald Smith, Kathy Smith 
(KS), Jean Soprano (JS), Chris Spagnoli, Brian Sullivan, DJ Thibado, Judy Thurber, 
Lynne Vanderwater, Andrew VanNorstrand, Matt Voelker (MV), Drew Weber (DWe), 
David Wheeler (DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams III (RW), Chris Wood, Matthew 
Young. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ADK — Adirondacks, n. HERK; BLNC — Beaver Lake Nature Center, Baldwinsville; CM 
— Clay Marsh, Clay; Const — Oneida L at Constantia; DB — Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T 
Sullivan/Lenox; DH — Derby Hill, T Mexico; Dolge — Dolgeville, HERK; FH — Fair 
Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GLSP — Green Lakes SP, Manlius, ONON, Hast — 
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Hastings, OSWE; HI — Howland I, CAYU; HV — Happy Valley WMA, Parish; KK — 
Kindred Kingdom Wildlife Center, Pennellville; MW -— McKoons Road Wetland, 
Colombia Center, s. HERK; OF — Old Forge; OneiL — Oneida L; OLC — Onondaga L 
Creekwalk; OnonL — Onondaga L; OswH — Oswego Harbor; SFNS — Spring Farm 
Nature Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH — Southern Highlands of Onondaga & Madison Co.; 
SHTF — Sky High Turf Farm, Chittenango, MADI; Skan — Skaneateles; SNC — Sterling 
Nature Center, Sterling; SP — Sandy Pd and vicinity; SSSP — Selkirk Shores SP; Syr — 
Syracuse; TR — Three Rivers WMA, Lysander; UM — Utica Marsh; VB — Verona Beach 
SP and vicinity; WH — Whiskey Hollow; WP — Woodman Pd, Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: West Monroe 6 — 8 Jun; Port 
Ontario 12 Jun; Jamesville 31 Jul thru, injured?. 
Brant: 31 Const 6 Jun, somewhat late; OswH 
21 Jul; only reports. 

Canada Goose: max 280 OLC 26 Jul. 

Mute Swan: 33 Sterling 2 Jul. 

Trumpeter Swan: 2 TR 1 Jun—3 Aug; 2 
Palermo 3 Aug; singles at 2 other locs. 

Wood Duck: 25 Cedarville 18 Jul; max 119 
Palermo 30 Aug. 

Am. Wigeon X Mallard (hybrid): Phoenix 14 
Aug (GD). 

Am. Black Duck: max 6 German Flatts, HERK 
13 Jul; few reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: 3 DB 3 Jun; max 6 MW 31 
Jul, imms; few singles and small numbers late 
Aug. 

N. Shoveler: HI 6 Jun, only report. 
Green-winged Teal: DB 4 Jun; arr 6 SP 18 
Aug; max 9 WP 25 - 29 Aug. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 3 WP 1 — 17 Jun, one 
remained thru. 

Greater Scaup: OswH 24 — 31 Aug, only 
report. 

Lesser Scaup: WP 19 Aug, only report. 
Greater Scaup/Lesser Scaup: OnonL 1 Jun. 
Bufflehead: SNC 4 Jun, only report. 

Hooded Merganser: max 9 HI 4 Jun; 7 
Madison 8 Jun; best numbers from east half of 
Reg. 

Com. Merganser: max 10 Dolge 6 Jun & 
Dville 18 Aug. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: 5 reports of singles. 
Ruffed Grouse: 6 OF 9 Jun; max 8 Smartville, 
OSWE 17 Jun, breeding. 

Wild Turkey: max 18 Oswego 24 Jul; 15 Van 
Buren 21 Aug. 

Com. Loon: 4 OF 25 Jun; max 5 Moose Lake, 
ADK 14 Aug. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 8 HI 17 Jun; 5 SSSP 
14 Jul. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 535 SP 20 
Aug. 
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Am. Bittern: OnonL 3 — 13 Jun; only 3 other 
reports of singles. 

Least Bittern: 2 HI 4— 18 Jun; 2 SSSP 12 Jun; 
singles in 3 other locs. 

Great Blue Heron: max 54 Pennellville 7 Jun, 
rookery; 34 Fulton 5 Aug. 

Great Egret: max 7 HI 4 Jun & 7 OnonL 22 
Aug; 2 Sylvan Beach 7 Aug; 2 WP 16 Aug; 6 
Liverpool 24 Aug; 6 Williamstown 20 — 22 
Aug; widespread reports of singles. 

Green Heron: max 20 Fulton 5 Aug. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 2 Clay 22 Jun, 2 
OswH 1 -2 Aug; 2 OnonL 11 — 21 Aug; few 
singles thru 15 Aug. 

BLACK VULTURE (R5): Herkimer 17 Jun 
(BG), only report. 

Turkey Vulture: max 103 Little Falls 6 Jul; 73 
DH 23 Aug. 

Osprey: max 7 OswH 24 Jul — 18 Aug; 5 
Durhamville 2 Aug; 5 DH 22, 29 Aug; 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Harrier: max 2 Deerfield 12 Jun; singles 
from 14 other locs. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 3 SFNS 31 Jul, 
breeding; relatively few reports. 
Cooper’s Hawk: 2 recently fledged 8 — 31 Jul 
SFNS; max 3 Clay 3 Aug. 
N. Goshawk: SH 2 Jun — 21 Jul (GM, SH), ad; 
DH 17 Jun (BP), juv. 
Bald Eagle: 25 DH 16 Jun; max 29 DH 17 Jun; 
21 DH 18 Jun; late spring migrants over DH; 5 
HI 17 Jun. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: max 2 Phoenix 24 Jun; 
reports from 7 other locs; none after 30 Jul. 
Broad-winged Hawk: max 89 DH 16 Jun; 77 
DH 17 Jun; 47 DH 18 Jun; 
Red-tailed Hawk: 10 DH 18 Jun; max 42 DH 
22 Aug. 
Sora: HI 4 Jun; TR 18 Jun; max 2 Hamilton 23 
Jul & 2 WP 20 Aug; only reports. 
Virginia Rail: 6 Fayetteville 20 Jul; max 7 
Hamilton 31 Jul. 
Com. Gallinule: 12 HI 4 Jun; 14 West Monroe 
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30 Jul; max 27 Fulton 5 Aug. 

Am. Coot: HI 9 Jun; max 2 Skan 27 Jul; VB 8 
Aug; only reports. 

Sandhill Crane: HI 22 Jun; max 5 Montezuma 
NWR, east 31 Aug; only reports. 

Black-bellied Plover: Sylvan Beach 4 Jun; arr 
Fabius 1 Aug; OswH 8 Aug; FH 25 Aug. 

Am. Golden-Plover: SHTF 24 Aug, only 
report. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr 2 OswH 24 Jul; 3 
Sylvan Beach 25 Jul; max SP 12 Aug; low 
counts. 

PIPING PLOVER: 2 SP 14-20 Jun (Ak), 
intro. 

Killdeer: max 63 SHTF 27 Aug. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 12 OnonL 10 June & 
12 OswH 24 Jul; 5 SHTF 9 Jul; 5 Sylvan Beach 
25 Jul; 5 West Eaton 12 Aug. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last Fabius 8 Jun; arr 
Eaton, MADI 5 Jul; max 9 Eaton, MADI 3 
Aug. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr OnonL 2 Jul; 4 OnonL 
13 Aug; max 14 Marcellus 22 Aug. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 4 DB 4 Jul; max 26 
Fabius 30 Jul; 7 OnonL 22 Aug. 

Greater Yellowlegs/Lesser Yellowlegs: max 
12 OnonL 27 Jul. 

Upland Sandpiper: 2 Deerfield 2 — 7 Jun; 
Oswego Airport 3 Jun — 14 Jul; only locs. 
Whimbrel: 16 DH 23 Aug (BP), only report. 
MARBLED GODWIT: OswH 23 Aug (GD!, 
KM, ph), 7” Reg rec. 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr & max 7 Const (KM); 
last SP 14 Jun (AK); arr FH 27 Jul (DW, DD); 
reports from two other locs. 

Red Knot: SP 18 — 20 Aug (MM, WF), only 
report. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr Mexico 21 Aug; max 2 
OnonL 22 Aug; only reports. 

Sanderling: arr 5 SP 16 Jul; max 23 FH 31 
Aug; two other locs. 

Dunlin: OnonL 10 Jun, only report. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: arr 2 SHTF 26 Aug; FH 31 
Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: last 10 OnonL 10 Jun; arr HI 
5 Jul; max 46 Fabius 30 Jul. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr West Eaton, MADI 24 
Jul; max 4 DB 27 Jul; 4 other locs. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last 18 SP 14 Jun; 
max 27 OnonL 1 Jun; arr 3 SP 16 Jul; 25 SP 12 
Aug. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr SBP 27 Jul; max 2 
OnonL 22 Aug; 3 other locs. 


Wilson's Snipe: max 3 Deerfield 16 Jun; 2 
Albion 27 Jun; few reports. 
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Am. Woodcock: max 6 HI 17 Jun; 2 Mexico 
30 Jul. 

Bonaparte's Gull: last Williamstown 13 Jun; 
arr 32 Sylvan Beach 25 Jul; max 224 Sylvan 
Beach 19 Aug. 

LITTLE GULL (R5): Sylvan Beach 25 Jul —7 
Aug (DW, DD, mob). 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: West Monroe 6 —7 Jun 
(SP!, BP, KM, ph), 13™ Reg rec & 2™ for 
summer season. 

Ring-billed Gull: max 750 FH 7 Jun; 650 
Sylvan Beach 27 Jul— 15 Aug. 

Herring Gull: max 200 FH 7 Jun; 80 DH 23 
Aug. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 16 Sylvan 
Beach 7 Aug; 15 FH 18 Aug; improved 
numbers over last season. 

Caspian Tern: 120 Phoenix 5 — 7 Aug; 64 
OLC 11 Aug; max 135 OswH 23 Aug. 

Black Tern: max 2 Const 4 — 7 Jun; Port 
Ontario 12 Jun; SSSP 19 Jul; SP 12 — 18 Aug; 
only reports. 

Com. Tern: 36 Sylvan Beach 4 Jun; max 80 SP 
18 Aug; 36 Sylvan Beach 20 Aug. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: max 135 Syracuse 17 Aug. 
Mourning Dove: 37 Fabius 13 Aug; max 61 
Dolgeville 27 Aug. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 2 Belgium 10 Jun; max 
7 HI 17 Jun; 2 Rome Sand Plains 30 Jul. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 4 DB 4 Jul; 2 
Hamilton 19 Jul; 2 SFNS 10 Aug. 
E. Screech-Owl: 15 reports of singles. 
Great Horned Owl: max 2 SH 12 Aug & 2 
WP 13 Aug; only 9 other reports of singles. 
Barred Owl: 2 Albion 27 Jun; 2 HI 9 Jul; 2 OF 
23 Jul; Moss Lake; 2 ADK 16 Aug. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Palermo 30 Aug, heard 
calling in the early evening, only report. 
Com. Nighthawk: 10 DeWitt 28 Aug; max 63 
TR 28 Aug (GD); 26 Port Ontario 30 Aug. 
E. Whip-poor-will: SH 25 Aug, only report. 
Chimney Swift: 30 UM 7 Jun; max 64 
Cazenovia 16 Aug; 18 TR 17 Aug. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 35 banded at 
Stillwater Reservoir, ADK 3 Jul (GL); max 8 
OF 20 Jul; 5 Marcellus 10 —31 Aug. 
Belted Kingfisher: 4 Belgium 7 Jul — 30 Aug; 
max 5 HI 15 Aug; 4 Amboy 30 Jul. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: 2 Sunset Bay Park 
19 Jul; max 4 VBSP 8 — 15 Aug, pair feeding 2 
juvs; singles from 7 other locs. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 6 SFNS 2 Jun; 
5 GLSP 15 Jun. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 6 OF 25 Jun; max 7 
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HI 9 Jul; 6 SH 13 Jul. 

Downy Woodpecker: 8 HI 9 Jul; max 15 
SFNS 30 Aug. 

Hairy Woodpecker: 7 Clay 16 Jun; max 8 OF 
23 Jul. 

N. Flicker: 8 TR 23 Jul; max 11 SF 30 Aug. 
Pileated Woodpecker: max 3 HI 4 Jun—5 Jul. 
Am. Kestrel: max 7 Jordanville, HERK 27 Jul; 
6 Fairfield 11 Aug; confirmed breeding at DB, 
Richfield Springs; 10 brought to KK; 5 brought 
to Falcon Heart Rescue (Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center). 

Merlin: singles 25 locs, most in Aug. 
Peregrine Falcon: max 6 Utica 1 Jun — 14 Jul, 
4 fledged from Utica nest; DB 3 Jun — 25 Jul, 
ad; FH 30 Jun; Syr 5 — 28 Jul; Waterville 24 
Jul; OswH 23 Aug; Belgium 28 Aug. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr DB 13 Aug; max 2 
Syr 21 — 29 Aug; singles at 6 other locs. 

E. Wood-Pewee: max 18 Richland 5 Jun; 13 
VBSP 8 Aug; 13 GLSP 13 Aug. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: SFNS 6 Jun; SP 15 
— 18 Aug; Hast 17 — 27 Aug; Erieville 26 — 28 
Aug; reports from 3 other locs. 

Acadian Flycatcher: max 2 WH 19 Jul; singles 
WH thru 21 Aug. 

Alder Flycatcher: 6 SFNS 2 — 3 Jun; max 7 
Manlius 28 Jul. 

Willow Flycatcher: max 9 Tully 3 Jun & 9 HI 
9 Jun; 7 OnonL 17 Jun. 

Alder/Willow Flycatcher: max 5 HI 15 Aug. 
Least Flycatcher: max 10 Moss Lake, ADK 2 
Jun, & Redfield 6 Jun; 6 DB 4 Jul; 6 SFNS 30 
Aug. 

E. Phoebe: 6 Fayetteville 2 Jun; max 8 WP 24 
Aug. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: max 8 VBSP 3 
Jun; 7 HI 9 Jul. 

E. Kingbird: 7 Manlius 17 Jul; max 8 WP 19 — 
25 Aug. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: 6 Richland 5 Jun; 6 
UM 7 Jun; max 7 HI 9 Jul. 

Blue-headed Vireo: max 7 OF 25 Jun; 4 SH 2 
— 6 Jul; 4 Boylston, OSWE 14 — 18 Jul. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr WP 23 Aug; SP 24 
Aug; SH 26 Aug; only reports. 

Warbling Vireo: 12 SP 7 Jun; max 35 HI 17 
Jun; 12 WP 8 Jun — 3 Jul. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 20 HI 9 Jun & 20 HV 10 
Jun; 17 VBSP 9 Aug. 

Blue Jay: max 16 SP 7 Jun & SFNS 30 Aug. 
Am. Crow: 91 DB 27 Jul; max 446 Dolge 9 
Aug; 94 Syr 30 Aug. 

Fish Crow: max 4 OnonL 5 Jun — 20 Jul & 
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Phoenix 20 — 28 Jul; singles at 10 other locs. 
Com. Raven: max 6 Fairfield 9 Jun & 6 DH 18 
Aug; 4 DB 4 Jul; 4 SH 10 — 15 Jul; 4 SFNS 20 
Aug. 

Horned Lark: max 14 SHTF 28 Aug; small 
numbers at 4 other locs. 

Purple Martin: 28 Const 4 Jun; 10 DH 23 Jun; 
max 42 Cicero 29 Jul; 14 Belgium 19 Aug. 
Tree Swallow: max 300 HI 5 Jul; 50 MW 10 
Jul; 50 Phoenix 25 Jul. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: 22 TR 6 Jul; max 
50 HI 15 Aug. 

Bank Swallow: max 35 Belgium 30 Jun — 6 
Jul; 25 Phoenix 25 Jul. 

Cliff Swallow: 2 Fairfield 19 Jun; max 8 Clay 
21 Jun; 2 MW 2 Aug; 2 DH 29 Aug. 

Barn Swallow: max 79 DB 27 Jul; 64 VBSP 9 
Aug. 

Black-capped Chickadee: 20 SFNS 2 Jun — 19 
Aug; max 24 SH 29 Aug. 

Tufted Titmouse: 7 HI 17 Jul; max 10 SFNS 
19 Aug. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 8 SH 2 Jun- 9 
Aug; 5 Sangerfield 16 Jul; 6 OF 26 Aug. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: max 10 SFNS 2 
Jun — 30 Aug; 7 HI 17 Jul. 

Brown Creeper: 3 OF 25 Jun; max 4 HV 25 
Jun & 4 Syr 1 Aug; 3 HI 17 Jul; 3 TR17 Aug. 
House Wren: max 10 DB 30 Jun — 4 Jul & 10 
Const 28 Jun; 9 Hast 5 Jul. 

Winter Wren: max 5 WH 23 Jun & 5 OF 25 
Jun. 

Carolina Wren: max 2 Manlius 30 Jun & 2 
Salina 8 Jul. 

Marsh Wren: max 10 HI 17 Jun—5 Jul; 4 
Fulton 14 Jul; 4 SP 16 Jul; 6 Hamilton 31 Jul; 6 
TR 3 Aug. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 12 HI 17 Jun; 6 
DeWitt 10 Jul; 6 Belgium 14 Aug. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 5 Fabius 25 Jun; 
max 9 Sangerfield 13 Aug; 8 OF 26 Aug. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: OF 25 Jun, only 
report. 

E. Bluebird: max 6 TR 28 Jul — 28 Aug, HI 30 
Jul, & Manlius 3 Aug. 

Veery: max 10 WH 9 Jun; 9 Frankfort 19 Jun; 
9 Tully 29 Jun. 

Swainson's Thrush: max 2 Redfield 6 — 7 Jun; 
singles at 3 other locs. 

Hermit Thrush: max 10 HV 10 Jun; 6 OF 25 
Jun; 4 Hillsboro, OSWE 25 Jun. 

Wood Thrush: 9 HI 9 Jul; max 12 WH 19 Jun; 
10 GLSP 20 Jul. 

Am. Robin: 50 DB 29 Jun; max 478 Belgium 
26 Aug. 

Gray Catbird: 20 HI 17 Jun; 25 CM 22 Jun; 


341 


max 30 DeWitt 22 Jul. 

Brown Thrasher: 4 Manlius 18 Jun; max 5 
GLSP 9 Jul & 5 SFNS 23 Aug. 

N. Mockingbird: 2 Fayetteville 24 Jun; 2 Syr 
26 Jun; max 4 OnonL 2 — 27 Jul; most records 
south & west of OneiL. 

European Starling: 400 UM 25 Jun; max 500 
DH 18 Aug. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 236 DH 18 Jun; 125 
Phoenix 18 Jul; 50 TR 28 Aug. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: 17 Richland 5 Jun; max 27 SP 7 
Jun; 20 HV 10 Jun. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 2 New Hartford 9 
Jun; Frankfort 19 Jun; 2 Orwell 29 Jul; max 3 
Dolgeville 22 Jul; SH 13 Aug; only reports. 

N. Waterthrush: 2 BLNC 13 Jun; 2 SH 17 
Jun; 3 Hillsboro, OSWE 25 Jun; 2 TR 29 Jun; 
max 4 SP 18 Aug. 

Golden-winged Warbler: SP 9 Jun; Fulton 14 
Jun; only reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 4 HI 18 Jun; 3 
Hast 5 Jul; 4 SH 16 Jul; 3 VBSP 13 Aug. 
“Lawrence's” Warbler: SSSP 19 Jul (WF); 
SFNS 14 Aug (MP). 

Black-and-white Warbler: max 4 Camden 21 
Jun & 4 Hillsboro 25 Jun. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr New Haven 26 Aug; 
SFNS 28 — 30 Aug; only reports. 

Nashville Warbler: max 3 OF 25 Jun; 2 
Mohawk, HERK 11 Aug; 2 SH 17 Aug; 2 
SFNS 21 Aug; small numbers on breeding 
grounds. 

Mourning Warbler: max 4 Hubardsville 12 
Jun & 4 WH 16 Jun — 4 Jul; 3 HI 9-17 Jun. 
Com. Yellowthroat: max 50 HI 17 Jun; 18 
Pompey 28 Jul. 

Hooded Warbler: 4 WH 16 Jun; max 5 SH 17 
Jun & 5 SFNS 19 Jul. 

Am. Redstart: max 70 HI 9 Jun (JM, LS). 
Cape May Warbler: arr & max 3 SH 24 Aug; 
2 SFNS 28 Aug; 2 DH 29 Aug; rep 2 other locs. 
Cerulean Warbler: max 18 HI 17 Jun; most 
reports clustered around HI; 3 reports OneiL. 
N. Parula: 2 Forestport 10 Jun; max 5 OF 25 
Jun; Fulton 27 Aug, only report outside ADK. 
Magnolia Warbler: max 12 Sangerfield 2 Jun, 
known breeding grounds; 9 Fabius 25 Jun; 6 SH 
29 Aug. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr Hast 29 Jul, early; 
2 WH 27 Aug; max 3 SFNS 31 Aug. 
Blackburnian Warbler: 6 Sangerfield 2 Jun; 6 
Smartville 6 Jun; max 8 OF 25 Jun. 

Yellow Warbler: 41 SP 7 Jun; max 130 HI 9 
Jun. 
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Chestnut-sided Warbler: 6 SH 7 Jun; max 7 
Orwell 21 Jun; 5 Hast 23 Jun. 

Blackpoll Warbler: last SP 6 Jun; arr Hast, SH 
30 Aug. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 5 Moss 
Lake, ADK & 5 OF 25 Jun; 4 Redfield 25 Jun. 
Pine Warbler: max 8 Richland 5 Jun; 5 OF 17 
Jun; 4 SH 12 Aug. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 5 OF 3 — 18 
Jun & 5 SH 30 Aug; relatively poor numbers. 
Prairie Warbler: Camden 17 Jun; GLSP 17 
Jun — 4 Aug; only reports. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: 5 Moss Lake, 
ADK; max 9 Redfield, OSWE 14 Jul; 3 
Salisbury 3 Jul. 

Canada Warbler: 3 Orwell 17 Jun; max 5 OF 
25 Jun; 3 SH 25 Jun. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr Hast 25 Aug; SH 26 
Aug; DH 29 Aug. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: max 9 GLSP 2 Jun; 6 SFNS 3 Jun 
— 30 Aug; 6 TR 1 Aug; 6 Hast 12 Aug. 
Chipping Sparrow: max 18 Syr 23 Jun; 14 
BLNC 23 Jun. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: max 4 SFNS 31 Jul 
(MP), br, all reports from same loc. 
Field Sparrow: 6 TR 3 Jun; 5 BLNC 20 Jun; 
max 10 GLSP 4 Aug. 
Vesper Sparrow: Plainville 23 Jun — 12 Jul; 
Richland 14 Jul; MW 2 Aug; West Eaton, 
MADI 15 Aug; SH 24 Aug; only reports. 
Savannah Sparrow: max 6 Fabius 8 Jun & 6 
Deerfield 12 Jun; 4 Manlius 16 Jul; 4 DH 9 
Aug. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Hast 10 Jun; 2 DeWitt 
30 Jun — 6 Jul; max 6 Richland, OSWE 14 Jul 
(WF), good number; 4 other locs. 
Henslow's Sparrow: GLSP 3 — 13 Aug (SP, 
mob) 
Song Sparrow: max 45 HI 17 Jun; 31 DB 27 
Jul. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: 2 OF 21 Aug, only report. 
Swamp Sparrow: max 15 HI 9 Jun & 15 CM 
22 Jun; 14 Tully 2 Jul. 
White-throated Sparrow: 2 Sangerfield 2 Jun; 
max 5 Eagle Bay, ADK 2 Aug; 3 SH 29 Aug. 
Dark-eyed Junco: 8 OF 26 Aug; max 20 SH 
30 Aug. 
Scarlet Tanager: max 6 Richland 5 Jun, BLNC 
19 Jun, & HI 19 Jul; 5 HV 10 Jun; 5 WH 4 Jul. 
N. Cardinal: 8 SFNS 3 Jun — 30 Aug; max 10 
Fayetteville 2 Aug. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 7 SP 7 Jun; 12 
Fulton 11 Aug; max 17 DB 13 Aug. 
Indigo Bunting: 8 HI 9 Jun; 7 Hast 7 Jul; 7 
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BLNC 12 Jul; max 12 DB 25 Jul. 

Bobolink: 25 TR 3 Jun; 25 Holland Patent 24 
Jun; 32 Fairfield 31 Jul; max 60 SFNS 30 Aug. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 184 Belgium 17 Aug; 
max 210 SHTF 20 Aug. 

E. Meadowlark: 6 Oswego County Airport 18 
Jun; 6 Brookfield, MADI 9 Jul; max 7 
Cazenovia 9 Jul. 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: Verona 
14 Jun (KS!, ph), ad m, 13" Reg rec, 2™ for 
summer season. 

Com. Grackle: 120 VBSP 15 Aug; max 130 
Fulton 20 Aug. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 20 West Monroe 8 


Orchard Oriole: 2 DB 4 Jun — 31 Jul; max 6 
GLSP 28 Jun; few reports in the east. 
Baltimore Oriole: max 25 HI 17 Jun; 11 
Elbridge 26 Jun. 

House Finch: max 8 DB 9 Jul; 7 Van Buren 18 
Jul. 

Purple Finch: 7 Eagle Bay, ADK 7 Jun; max 
12 Dolge 29 Jul; best numbers from HERK. 
Red Crossbill: arr SH 25 June; max 6 SH 6 Jul; 
all reports but one from same loc. 

Am. Goldfinch: 40 DB 4 Jul; 31 OswH 11 
Aug; max 50 SFNS 30 Aug. 

House Sparrow: 45 SP 7 Jun; max 75 Syr 28 
Jun. 


Jun; max 26 OLC 31 Jul; 21 Syr 3 Aug; 20 Syr 
30 Aug. 


REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 
98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@ yahoo.com 


The summer was very wet, with mean temperatures that were within one degree 
of normal all three months. June was particularly wet, and the 6.2" of rain that 
fell on Watertown was more than twice the monthly average. Monthly 
precipitation totals declined to 4.8" in July and 4.1" in August, tallies that were 
2.1" and 1.0" above normal, respectively. Spring was very wet also, so water 
was everywhere at the beginning of June, and water levels were high on 
virtually every stream and body of water in Region 6 all summer. 

Record high water levels on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River 
declined only slightly by August. As a result, virtually no shoreline was exposed 
along the Jefferson County lakeshore or the St. Lawrence River, and with one 
exception almost no shorebird reports came from these areas. The exception was 
the stretch of the St. Lawrence River between the Iroquois Dam and Moses- 
Saunders Dam, where management by the power authority resulted in very low 
water levels after mid-August, exposing a surprising amount of mudflat given 
how much water was everywhere else. 

Many islands on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River were at least 
partially flooded through the nesting season, but this flooding did not necessarily 
result in fewer birds at nesting islands. Despite half of the island being 
underwater, a record high 2671 Ring-billed Gull nests were counted at the 
Murphy Island colony in the St. Lawrence River. In some cases changes in 
numbers likely had little to do with water levels. For instance, the apparent 
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abandonment this year of Gull Island by nesting Black-crowned Night-Herons 
was most likely related to a dramatic increase in the number of Double-crested 
Cormorants nesting on the island. High water also did not seem to cause Caspian 
Terns at Little Galloo Island any problems, as the 2511 nests counted there on 8 
June was another record high. By contrast, Common Tern nests on the St. 
Lawrence River declined for the first time since 2010, likely a result of 
management actions, or inaction, rather than water levels. 

NYSDEC started draining the East Pool at Wilson Hill WMA this spring, 
and by July this pool was a vast expanse of mudflats with a narrow channel of 
water running through it. During July and much of August many shorebirds used 
these mudflats, including unusually high numbers of several species including 
Semipalmated Plover, Least Sandpiper, and Semipalmated Sandpiper. A 
shorebird fallout on 12 August following heavy thunderstorms the night before 
was especially impressive, with nearly 700 individuals of 12 species, high totals 
for a Region where shorebirds have become generally scarce. A Regionally rare 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper was especially noteworthy on the 12", and highlights 
during the subsequent ten days included up to five Baird’s Sandpipers per day 
and a Red-necked Phalarope on 13 August. Shorebirds largely abandoned 
Wilson Hill in favor of mudflats along nearby portions of the St. Lawrence 
River when water levels on the river dropped in late August. Away from the 
Wilson Hill area, shorebirds were virtually unreported except for a modest 
number at Perch River WMA. 

Grassland bird numbers seemed about typical for the past few years. 
Upland Sandpiper continues to hang on in low numbers, with approximately 11 
territories at six locations. The 13 Sedge Wren territories on Fort Drum was 
about average for this location, but only five males were found elsewhere. At 
least 23 male Henslow’s Sparrows were at three locations, but none were found 
on properties enrolled in a landowner incentive program that had been 
administered by NYSDEC. This program was discontinued two years ago, 
which is a shame as it had shown great promise for Henslow’s Sparrow 
management. 

Several observers, most notably Linnea Rowse, surveyed various portions 
of Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties for Golden-winged Warblers, adding 
further evidence that the Indian River Lakes region is the stronghold for this 
Species in northern New York. Unlike Fort Drum, where Blue-winged Warblers 
in 2017 were nearly twice as common as Golden-winged Warblers, many 
Golden-wings were found in the Indian River Lakes but few Blue-wings or 
hybrids were found. This same area is also the best area in Region 6 for 
Cerulean Warblers, as evidenced by the seasonal maximum of seven at 
Lonesome Bay State Forest on 5 June. 

Red and White-winged Crossbills and Pine Siskins were all present in the 
Adirondacks this summer, although each species was reported only one or a few 
times. Type 2 Red Crossbills tend to be the most common type in northern New 
York, but Matt Young confirmed the presence of the locally rare Type 3 from a 
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recording submitted by Mandi Roggie of birds recorded near Croghan. All of 
these finches likely were more common than reports suggest, given the small 
number of observers that covered the Adirondack and Tug Hill portions of 
Region 6. 

Unlike the last two years when the early fall migration was dismal, 
excellent numbers of songbirds, particularly warblers, were observed on Fort 
Drum during the last half of August. The first migrants first appeared on Fort 
Drum early, with two Cape May Warblers on 11 August. Migration was 
relatively slow until the last week of the month, when numerous large flocks 
were found, with notable high counts including 30 Bay-breasted Warblers on 29 
August, 29 Magnolia Warblers on 30 August, and 15 Tennessee and 21 Cape 
May Warblers on 31 August. On the latter date a total of 23 warbler species was 
observed on Fort Drum, a high Region 6 tally for any day during fall migration. 

This was an excellent summer for rarities in Region 6, especially during 
late June and early July on Fort Drum. On 24 June I found a Dickcissel during a 
grassland bird survey on Fort Drum and, while checking on this bird on 26 June, 
found a territorial Philadelphia Vireo in the nearest trees to the Dickcissel’s 
favorite song perch. Both of these birds remained on territory for more than two 
weeks, but the female Summer Tanager I found on 29 June during a Red- 
headed Woodpecker survey in Fort Drum’s oak woodlands was not found again. 
On 4 July, Alan Belford beat me to a Chuck-will’s—widow by one day. This 
“chuck” was heard on 5 July at a nightjar survey plot and, assuming it was 
present, would almost certainly have been found earlier had every previous 
attempt to survey nightjars on Fort Drum not been cancelled by rain or in one 
case by nighttime military exercises. On 16 July, Jay McGowan found an 
Acadian Flycatcher at Lakeview WMA that remained for at least three more 
days. Perhaps the biggest surprise was an early Northern Wheatear a group of 
birders led by Alan Belford found at Wilson Hill WMA on 26 August, but 
unfortunately this wheatear was not found the following day. 

For the season I received reports of 215 species, tying 2015 for the highest 
summer tally in Region 6 over the last 15 years. Potential highlights were 
numerous this season, given the relative abundance of rarities, the high number 
of shorebirds in the Wilson Hill area, and the excellent early songbird migration 
at least at Fort Drum. The almost total lack of shorebird habitat along the Lake 
Ontario was a low point, and the heavy rainfall and widespread flooding likely 
affected birds negatively in other ways as well. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Marilyn Badger, John Barthelme, Alan Belford, Brian Berg, Gail Benson, Jeff Bolsinger, 
Taylor Brooks, Richard & Marion Brouse, Carol Cady, Josh Cantor, Bernie Carr, Maria 
Ceravolo, Greg Coniglio, Nancy Cusumane, Gregg Dashnau, Benjamin Dixon, Doug & 
Ann Emlin, Wayne Fidler, Bill Gruenbaum, Patricia Lindsay, Irene Mazzocchi, Jay 
McGowan, Brian Miller, Haynes Miller, Shai Mitra, Cody Nichols, Deanna Piiparinen, 
Lauri Piiparinen, Bill Purcell, Mandi Roggie, Linnea Rowse, Livia Santana, Glenn 
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Seeholzer, Robert Scranton, Antony Shrimpton, Gerry Smith, Andrew Spencer, Elizabeth 
Truskowski, David Wheeler, Todd Wills, Matt Young, Hans van der Zweep. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CB — Chaumont Barrens preserve, T Clayton; CCSP — Coles Creek SP; CV — T Cape 
Vincent; FD — Fort Drum Military Reservation; IRL — Indian River Lakes; JEFF — 
Jefferson County; LBSF — Lonesome Bay State Forest, T Hammond; LGI — Little Galloo 
Island; LWMA — Lakeview WMA, T Ellisburg; MM — Massawepie Mire, T Piercefield 
and Colton; PRWMA -— Perch River WMA; PtPen — Point Peninsula; RRt — Remington 
Recreation Trail, T Canton; SLR — St. Lawrence Ri; STLA — St. Lawrence County; StPt 
— Stony Pt, T Henderson; ULLWMA -— Upper and Lower Lakes WMA, T Canton; 
WHWMA - Wilson Hill WMA; WISP — Wellesley I SP; WP — Whalen Park, T 


Louisville. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Brant: PRWMA 1 Jun (BM), only report. 
Mute Swan: max 6 French Creek WMA 15 
Jun. 
Trumpeter Swan: 2 Hunneyman Marsh T 
Alexandria 7 Jun; Black L 9 Jun; T Rossie 16 
Aug; multiple reports PRWMA & ULLWMA, 
where nesting known; increasing. 
Wood Duck: max 41 ULLWMA 14 Jul. 
Gadwall: max 7 PRWMA 13 Aug. 
Am. Wigeon: 7 WHWMA 2-4 Jun & 
ULLMWA 13 Jul, only reports before Aug; 
max 12 WHWMA 26 Aug. 
Am. Black Duck: max 8 Tooley Pond 1 Aug. 
Mallard: max 500 SLR T Louisville 26 Aug. 
Blue-winged Teal: only 3 reports singles 
anywhere other than PRWMA before Aug; max 
12 PRWMA 17 Aug. 
N. Shoveler: WHWMA 11 Jul; 8 PRWMA 27 
Aug; only reports. 
N. Pintail: 2 WHWMA 11 Jul & 27 Aug; only 
reports. 
Green-winged Teal: none before Aug; max 18 
WHWMA 26 Aug. 
Redhead: arr WHWMA 26 Aug. 
Ring-necked Duck: Soft Maple Reservoir 14 
Jul, only report away from PRWMA, 
ULLWMA & WHWMA; max 30 ULLWMA 
25 Jul. 
Com. Goldeneye: Little Channel Is. SLR 3 Jul 
(GC), only report. 
Hooded Merganser: max 13 PRWMA 13 Jul. 
Com. Merganser: max 17 LWMA 10 Jul. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 3 singles SLR 3-8 
Jun, only reports. 
Ruddy Duck: f WHWMA 4 Jun (JB); ad m 
Perch L 16 Aug (JB); only reports. 
Pied-billed Grebe: max 25 PRWMA 25 Aug. 
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Red-necked Grebe: StPt 27 Aug (AS), only 
report. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 1999 nests 
LGI 15 Jun, numbers continuing to decline 
despite lack of DEC hazing 2016 & 2017; 508 
nests Gull Island record high for location. 
AM. WHITE PELICAN: 2 Guffin’s Bay 27 
Jun (CN, ph!). 

Am. Bittern: 60+ reports; max 7 FD 7 Jun. 
Least Bittern: singles T Alexandria, FD, 
PRWMA, WHWMA, Lisbon Swamp, and S 
Canton Road T Potsdam; chronically 
underreported because of limited access to best 
habitat. 

Great Egret: 40 reports mostly at or near 
WHWMA & PRWMA; max 19 WP 27 Aug. 
Green Heron: max 6 multiple locations. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: no nests Gull I, 
1“ year since counting began 1995; max 92 
nests Murphy Is (IM). 

Turkey Vulture: max 68 T West Carthage 12 
Jun. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 8 reports to eBird. 
Cooper’s Hawk: 30 reports to eBird. 

N. Goshawk: 3 reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: 10 reports, declining? 
Virginia Rail: max 5 WHWMA 26 Aug. 
Sora: T Depeyster 18 Jun; different sites 
Lisbon Swamp 4 Jun & 18 Jul; severely 
underreported. 

Com. Gallinule: max 15 FD 28 Aug. 
Sandhill Crane: T Leray 1 Jun (TdW); 
Cranberry L 15 Jun; 2 ad with 2 juv WHWMA 
14 Aug thru (mob); only reports. 
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Black-bellied Plover: arr WHWMA 13 Jul; 
max 13 WHWMA 15 Aug; 3 singles PRWMA 
only reports elsewhere. 

Am. Golden-Plover: WHWMA 15 Aug (JB), 
only report. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr WHWMA 15 Jul; 
max 132 WHWMA 12 Aug. 

Killdeer: max 60 WHWMA 26 Aug. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 5 multiple locations. 
Solitary Sandpiper: 7 reports singles, low. 
Greater Yellowlegs: arr WHWMA 11 Jul; max 
10 WHWMA 26 Aug. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr LWMA 9 Jul; max 35 
WHWMA 27 Aug. 

Upland Sandpiper: 6 pair FD; reports from 5 
other sites NW JEFF. 

Sanderling: WHWMA 10 Aug, only report. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 2 WHWMaA 29 Jul 
(JB), only report. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: WHWMA 12 Aug 
(JB); early, rare R6. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: up to 5/day WHWMA 12- 
25 Aug; last 2 WP 26 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: arr WHWMA 11 Jul; max 
460 WHWMA 12 Aug. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr WHWMA 22 Jul; max 
25 WHWMA 26 Aug. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: last spring migrants 
20 WHWMA 2 Jun; southbound arr WHWMA 
13 Jul; max 76 WHWMA 13 Aug. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 WHWMA 12-14 
Aug; PRWMA 17-18 Aug; only reports. 
Red-necked Phalarope: WHWMA 13 Aug 
(JB), only report. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: arr Perch L 20 Jul; max 185 
Henderson Bay 20 Aug. 

Ring-billed Gull: 2671 nests Murphy I record 
high despite flooding; no count LGI. 

Herring Gull: max 579 nests LGI down from 
971 in 2016. 

Caspian Tern: 2511 nests LGI 8 Jun, record 
high (IM). 

Black Tern: 47 pr at 5 sites JEFF on DEC 
survey incl max 17 pairs PRWMA; 21 pr STLA 
all at ULLWMA on DEC survey; 8 flying over 
FD fields 21 Jul. 

Com. Tern: 1090 nests SLR lowest tally since 
2010 (LH); high mortality at SLR nests Jun 
because of rain and cold. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: about 35 reports of at 
least 28 ind, high. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: 46 reports FD, where 
max 4 multiple dates; at least 32 ind elsewhere; 
most since 2010. 
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E. Screech-Owl: 3 T Watertown 2 Jul, only 
report. 

Long-eared Owl: T Pinckney 30 Jul (GS), only 
report. 

Com. Nighthawk: Jun & Jul max 8 FD 10 Jun; 
T Watertown 19 Jun, only report before Aug 
away from FD (LR); southbound migrants arr T 
Canton 14 Aug; max 70 T Gouverneur & 
Dekalb 28 Jun. 

CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW: FD 4-20 Jul 
(AB, JB, DW, WF, KM, BP), 1* regional 
report. 

E. Whip-poor-will: max 70 on 4 10-stop 
survey routes FD 5 Jul. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 9-11 terr FD, only 
reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: increasing St. 
Lawrence Valley. 

Merlin: 53 reports from throughout R6 
indicating widespread nesting. 

Peregrine Falcon: 7 reports from throughout 
R6. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last obvious spring 
migrant LBSF 5 Jun; max 4 Five Ponds 
Wilderness 3 Jun; 5 reports migrants 18 Aug 
thru. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr RRt 15 Aug. 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER (R6): LWMA 
16-19 Jul (JM, mob). 

Alder Flycatcher: max 26 FD 15 Jun. 

Willow Flycatcher: max 23 FD 21 Jul. 
Philadelphia Vireo: terr m FD 26 Jun to 9 Jul 
(JB, mob), rare in summer outside Adirondacks; 
Jun & Jul reports from 3 sites in SE STLA, 
where local breeder, migrants arr FD 22 Aug. 
Bank Swallow: 90 FD 3 Jul. 

Sedge Wren: 4 terr FD early Jun increased to 8 
early Jul & max 13 early Aug, including pair 
feeding juv 26 Jul; PRWMA 21 Jun, T 
Chaumont 19 Jul, & 3 sites N STLA Jul only 
other reports. 

Carolina Wren: PtPen 13 Jun, T Norfolk 15 
Jul & 2 Cranberry L 21 Jul, only reports. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 10 reports Jun & Jul 
about typical; migrants FD 22, 25, & 29 Aug. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 2 Dead Creek Flow 
26 Aug (BB). 

N. WHEATEAR: WHWMA 26 Aug (AB, JB, 
photos!), 1“ county and 4" Regional record. 
Swainson’s Thrush: arr FD 25 Aug. 

N. Mockingbird: 7+ terr FD; WI 24 Jun, T 
Lyme 28 Jun, & T Pamelia 20 Aug, only other 
reports. 
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LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Golden-winged Warbler: eBird reports of 45+ 
ind IRL where Blue-winged Warblers scarce. 
Blue-winged Warbler: up to 9/day FD June; 
eBird reports of 3 ind IRL & Black Lake area; 
only 2 Jun reports N of Gouverneur, where still 
scarce as breeder. 

“Brewster’s” Warbler: max 4 FD 15 Jun; 
singles T Theresa 9 Jun, LBSF 9 & 13 Jun, & 
CB 17-21 Jun. 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler: FD 17 Jun, only 
report. 

Tennessee Warbler: last spring migrant LBSF 
5 Jun; fall migr arr CCSP 15 Aug; max 15 FD 
31 Aug. 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 68 FD 30 Jun. 
Hooded Warbler: 2 T Osceola 3 Jun; max 3 
Winona Experimental Forest 10 Jul. 

Cape May Warbler: 2 arr FD 11 Aug, early; 
max 21 FD 31 Aug. 

Cerulean Warbler: max 7 LBSF 5 Jun. 

N. Parula: Murray I 7 Aug (HM), early migr?; 
CCSP 15 Aug, more typical arr date. 
Magnolia Warbler: arr FD 25 Aug; max 29 
FD 30 Aug. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr FD 22 Aug; max 
30 FD 29 Aug. 

Blackburnian Warbler: 10-13/day FD last 
week Aug. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: max 40 FD 3 Jun. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last northbound T 
Edwards 8 Jun; 1st southbound T Canton 23 
Aug. 

“Yellow” Palm Warbler: breeding reports 6 
sites in & near Adirondacks incl juv T Croghan 
16 Aug. 

“Western” Palm Warbler: arr FD 31 Aug. 


Prairie Warbler: max 33 FD 29 Jun, high. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr FD 24 Aug; max 7 FD 
30 Aug. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
SUMMER TANAGER: f FD 29 Jun (JB). 
DICKCISSEL: terr m FD 24 Jun to 21 Jul (JB, 
mob, ph!). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: max 24 FD 5 Jul; 8 
reports elsewhere W JEFF, where max 4 CV 14 
Jun. 

Field Sparrow: max 45 FD 10 Jun. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 30 FD 3 Jul; 8 reports 
elsewhere W JEFF, where max 3 Otter Creek 
Preserve T Alexandria 22 Jul. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: max 22 FD 3 Jul; T 
Greig LEWI 17 Jun, unusual location; only 
other reports 1-4 each CB, PRWMA, & T 
Lyme. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: max 13 PRWMA 18 Jul 
(IM, ET); 7 terr FD thru; 2-3/day T Clayton 
near CB 14 Jun to 5 Aug (GD, mob); only 
reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: max 30 MM 17 Jun. 
Bobolink: flocking up and moving by 3 Jul. 
Rusty Blackbird: 2 loc Wanakena area T Fine 
9 Jul & 27 Aug (BC), only reports. 

Orchard Oriole: singles T Watertown 5 Jun, T 
Orleans 8 Jun, PtPen 13 Jun, & WISP 26 Jul. 
Red Crossbill: 5 reports SE STLA, where 
underreported; Type 3 T Croghan 16 Aug (MR, 
MY). 

White-winged Crossbill: 2 MM 29 Jul (TB, 
AS), only report. 

Pine Siskin: singles Cranberry Lake 19 Jun & 
28 Jul; 2 T Croghan 28 Jul; only reports. 
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REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


Bill Krueger 


40 Colligan Point Rd, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
billkrueger@ hotmail.com 


The cold, wet weather of May continued into June with temperatures up to 1° F 
below average except in the Lake Placid/Saranac Lake region where they were 
1-3 lower than normal. In the Champlain Valley rainfall measured from 5-6" 
and up to an inch more west of the valley, including a few places were more 
than seven inches were recorded. Overall, June was 2"-3" wetter than average. 
The first five days of July extended June’s wet weather with a vengeance, which 
caused a dramatic rise in the level of the lake. Overall July rainfall totals ended 
near average in the basin but wetter than normal in Franklin and Hamilton 
Counties. Totals increased with distance from the lake. Temperatures for the 
Region in July were near average for Hamilton and western Essex Counties, but 
1-3 below that elsewhere in Region 7. Rainfall in August once again was 
heavier in Hamilton and western Essex counties, with 4"-5" falling in those 
areas. The remainder of Region 7 got 3"-4". In sum the Region’s totals were 1"- 
2" below normal for the month. August continued the colder than average, 1 3° 
below normal. 

The lake level on 1 June stood at 97.9' and had been dropping at a steady 
rate just prior to that. With only a couple of upward blips, this downward trend 
continued throughout the month to 97.1' on 30 June. At 97.9' the mud flats at the 
Chazy Riverlands were flooded, thus even for the last week or two of the spring 
shorebird migration was disappointing. The poor shorebird showing at 
Noblewood also reflects these levels. Days of rain then caused a sharp increase 
in the lake level to 98.2' on 6 July—a rise of more than a foot in just six days. 
After this there began an almost linear decrease to 95.5' on 31 Aug. Ideal levels 
for southbound shorebirds, 97.0'-95.3', were in place at the Chazy Riverlands 
and Noblewood from about 1 August to beyond the end of the month and are 
reflected in the species count. A total of sixteen species was recorded for the 
Region, including Baird’s and Stilt Sandpipers along with a Region 7 first 
highlighted below. 

This season observers counted 205 species of which 183 are listed here. The 
rarest was the Black-necked Stilt found by Jeff Bolsinger near Westville in 
Franklin County. Since this species does not appear on any of the four county 
lists for Region 7, it is thought to be a first. The same is true of the Common 
Shelduck seen on four occasions in Clinton County. Its origin is unknown, but it 
had no leg bands. A soaring Golden Eagle, seen in July at the Chazy 
Riverlands, was a rare summer sighting The Lesser Black-backed Gull in 
Franklin County in early June, a county first, was also the first report of this 
species away from Lake Champlain. Red-necked Phalarope juveniles appeared 
on 16, 24, and 29 August. Since the longest an individual bird is known to have 
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lingered is three days, it is likely, but not certain, that they represent three 
distinct individuals. The Clinton County Gray Jay, though of little note 
elsewhere in Region 7, was the first reliable Clinton County sighting of this 
Species since some time before The Kingbird began publication in 1950. Other 
sightings of interest include a pair of Glossy Ibises and a Little Gull. 

In a happy trend, eBird listers have begun entering breeding codes on their 
daily reports. The summary below includes 13 reports of confirmed breeding. 
Most noteworthy is the successful breeding of Sandhill Crane for the second 
successive year at Tupper Lake. Four reports of confirmed breeding of Northern 
Mockingbird in Plattsburgh, including a nest with young, make it the most 
reliable place to find this bird in the Region. Finally there were reports of 
nesting Red and White-winged Crossbills from every county in the Region but 
Clinton. However, both crossbills were seen there, including the first summer 
report of White-winged for the county. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Scott Barnes, Sue Barth, Alan Belford, Gail Benson, Bruce Beshler, Jeffery Bolsinger, 
Taylor Brooks, Michael Burgess, Doug Chandler, Gary Chapin, Malinda Chapman, Joan 
Collins, Jean Cote (JCt), Ken & Suzy Feustel, Dan Galvin, Joe Girgante, Gabriel 
Gonzalez, Denise Griffin, Nora Hanke, Judy Heintz, Steven Lester, Suzy Johnson, Paul 
Johnston, Bill Krueger, Tristran Lawery, Fiat Latif, Barbara Mansell, Kevin McGann, 
Brian McKay, John McKay, Larry McPhail (LMc), Matt Melder, Robert Nugent, Nancy 
Olsen, Alex Putnam, Adriene Popko (APo), Stacy Robinson, Derek Rogers, John 
Rosenberg, Robert Scranton, Andrew Spenser, John & Pat Thaxton, Jan Trzeciak, Luke 
Tyrell, George Valladares, Brian Walencik, Davey Walters, Eileen Wheeler, Hollis 
White. Carole Winslow, Hans van der Zweep. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


AJ — Adirondack Loj, AP — Ausable Pt; AT — Altona; BKT — Beekmantown; BC — 
Bellmont Center; BR — Bigelow Rd; BB — Bloomingdale Bog; BMR — Blue Mtn Rd; BR 
— Bull Rock Rd; CL — Chazy L; CR — Chazy Riverlands, CP — Crown Pt; DN — 
Dannemora; FC — Fort Covington; GO — Gothics; ILk — Indian L; KR — Kildare Rd, LP — 
Lake Pleasant; LC — Little LaChute R; LTR — Little Trout R; LMt — Lyon Mtn; MF — 
Miner Flat Rock; Min — Minerva; MtM — Mount Marcy; MV — Mountain View; NP — 
Noblewood P; PS — Paul Smiths; PL — Plattsburgh; OR — Osgood River; RFR — Reagan 
Falls Rd; RD — Roakdale; RL — Round L; SP — Sabattis Pd; SRd — Sabattis Rd; SH — St 
Home; SCR — Schroon; Spd — Shaw Pd; SLB — Silver Lake Bog; SP — Stony Pt; WMt — 
Wakely Mtn; WRR — West River Rd; WV — Westville; WF — White Face Mtn. Breeding 
bird codes: see any published Breeding Bird Atlas, BBA website, or eBird for details, but 
CO = confirmed and FL, ON, and NY are specific confirmed breeding codes. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES COM. SHELDUCK: 1 CR 9, 13, 14 & 22 Aug 
Canada Goose: 5 CH 1 Aug (BK), CO-FL. (BK), likely escape with proof or serious 
Mute Swan: 2 17 Jun. analysis of origin. 


Wood Duck: 26 LC 5 Aug (SR). 
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Blue-winged Teal: LC !7 Jun (AB). 

Gadwall: 2 Chazy 18 Aug (GV). 

Am. Black Duck: 10 PS 19 Aug (BW). 

N. Pintail: 7 ILk 30 Jul (JT), CO-FL. 
Green-winged Teal: 14 CR 17 Aug (BK). 
Ring-necked Duck: TL 17 Jul (GB). 

Com. Goldeneye: 7 CH 19 Aug (SJ), CO-FL. 
Hooded Merganser: 5 RD 2 Jul (NH), CO-FL. 
Com. Merganser: 13 CH 28 Jul (BK, SJ), CO- 
FL. 

Ruffed Grouse: WRR 5 Jul (SB). 

Spruce Grouse: 3 BMR 9 Jul. 

Wild Turkey: 14 WRS 6 Aug (HT), CO-FL. 
Com. Loon: 4 CH 7 Jul (SJ), CO-FL. 
Pied-billed Grebe: AP 17 Jun (MB, AP); 1 SP 
2 Jul (SL), CO-ON. 

Double-cr. Cormorant: 600 CH 25 Aug (SJ). 
Am. Bittern: AP 14 Jun (BK). 

Least Bittern: AP 17 Jun (BK); 3 SC 24 Jun 
(GC, SR); CR 19 Aug (MM, ABI). 

Great Blue Heron: 6 LC 2 Jul (MM). 

Great Egret: 10 AP 29 Aug (PJ). 

Green Heron: RFR 22 Jun (RS). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: SC 26 Aug 
(NO). 

GLOSSY IBIS (R7): 2 CR 18 Aug (ABI, MM, 
SR). 

Black Vulture: BH 16 Aug (SR). 

Turkey Vulture: 40 LC 2 Jul (MM). 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Osprey: 6 CR Jul 28 (BK). 
N. Harrier: 1j CR 17 Aug (BK). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: BB 19 Aug (JCt). 
Cooper’s Hawk: BMR 12 Jul (GG). 
N. Goshawk: 2 KR 11 Jul (K&SF). 
Bald Eagle: LC 17 June (AB). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: GO 30 Jul (DG). 
Broad-winged Hawk: SLB 22 Jul. (BM). 
Red-tailed Hawk: LP 29 Jul (DW). 
GOLDEN EAGLE (R7): 1 CR 3 JUL (BK). 
Virginia Rail: 2 AP 17 Jun (BK). 
Sora: 2 AP 17 Jun (MB, AP). 
Com. Gallinule: LC 5 Aug (SR); 8 LC 27 Aug 
(SR). 
Am. Coot: AP 17 Jun (BK). 
SANDHILL CRANE (R7): 3 TL 3 Jun (JC), 
CO-FL; 2 FC 27 JUL (EW). 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: WV 13 Jun (JB), 
1* Reg record. 
Black-bellied Plover: 2 CR 11 Aug (MB). 
Semipalmated Plover: 4 CR 9 Aug (BK); NP 
3! Aug (SR). 
Black-bellied Plover: 4 CR 16 Aug (BK). 
Stilt Sandpiper: 1 NP 20 Aug (MM). 
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Sanderling: 2 CR 16 Aug (BK). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: 3 CR 19 Aug (MB); NP 31 
Aug (SR). 

Least Sandpiper: 45 FC 26 Jul (HW). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: CR 11 Aug (MB). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: CR 16 Aug (BK). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 10 CR 9 Aug (BK); 
3 NP 31 Aug (SR). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: CR 13 Aug (BK). 
Wilson’s Snipe: 2 LTR 16 Jun (TR); CR 7 Jul 
(BK). 

Am. Woodcock: MF 21 Jun (MB, SR). 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (R7): 1 CR 16 
& 24 Aug (BK); CR 29 Aug (DG, FL). 
Bonaparte's Gull: 60 GBM 19 Aug (AB). 
LITTLE GULL (R7): NP 21 Aug (MM). 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (R7): 
WV 13 Jun (JB). 

Great Black-backed Gull: NP 31 Aug (SR). 
Caspian Tern: 41 NP 6 Aug (MM);19 CR 19 
Aug (MB). 

Black Tern: BKT 27 JUL (LT). 

Com. Tern: 36 GBM 19 Aug (AB). 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Black-billed Cuckoo: MP 22 Jul (AB); PL 31 
Jul (JG). 

E. Screech-Owl: AP 28 Aug (GC, SR). 

Great Horned Owl: AP 28 Jul. 

Barred Owl: 2 LP 20 Jul (DW). 

Short-eared Owl: RFR 14 Aug (RS). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: SP 3 Jun (JC); AJ 14 Jul 
(BB). 

Com. Nighthawk: RL 29 Aug (AB). 

E. Whip-poor-will: 3 LC 17 Jun (AB). 
Chimney Swift: 3 DN 11 Jul JR. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 3 CH 23 Aug 
(BK), CO-FL. 

Belted Kingfisher: CH 29 Aug (SJ). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: AP 15 Jun (MB, 
AP). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 2 SRd 7 Jun (APo). 
Am. Three-toed Woodpecker: | 12 Aug. 
Black-backed Woodpecker: 3 OR 2 Jul (DR) 
CoFL; SLB 15 Jul (AB). 

N. Flicker: 2 BR 28 Aug (MC). 

Pileated Woodpecker: SPB 25 Aug (AB). 
Am. Kestrel: WRS 6 Aug (GC). 

Merlin: 2 OH 29 Jul (JT). 

Peregrine Falcon: CR 25 Aug (BK). 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: SLB 15 Jul (GC, SR). 
E. Wood-Pewee: BR 28 Aug (MC). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: SLB 15 Jul (AB). 
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Alder Flycatcher: CL 27 Jun (JH). 

Willow Flycatcher: 2 AP 17 Jun (MB, AP). 
Least Flycatcher: 2 AP 24 Jun (GC, SR). 

E. Phoebe: 4 BR 28 Aug (MC). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 3 AP 7 Jun (BK). 
E. Kingbird: 2 AP 7 Jun (BK). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: SRd 7 Jun (APo); LC 
2 Jul (MM). 

Blue-headed Vireo: 2 BR 28 Aug (MC). 
Philadelphia Vireo: MV 30 Aug (JT). 
Warbling Vireo: 8 AP 14 Jun (BK). 
Red-eyed Vireo: 2 BR 28 Aug (MC). 

Gray Jay: 2 SLB 29 Jul (TB, AS). 

Fish Crow: SCR 30 Jul (AS). 

Com. Raven: 2 SPB 25 Aug (AB). 

Purple Martin: 5 SP 17 Jun (BMc). 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: 25 LC 17 Jun 
(AB). 

Tree Swallow: 80 RF 14 Aug (RS). 

Bank Swallow: 8 WV 13 Jun (JB); CR 21 Aug 
(SR). 

Cliff Swallow: 12 RFR 22 Jun (RS); 3 OH 2 
Aug (JT). 

Barn Swallow: 11 LC 27 Aug (SR). 

Boreal Chickadee: 2 BR 23 Aug (AB). 
Tufted Titmouse: LC 17 Jun (AB). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 15 SPB 25 Aug 
(AB). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 4 LP 18 Jul (DW). 
Brown Creeper: SPB 25 Aug (AB). 

House Wren: LC 17 Jun (AB). 

Winter Wren: 7 WMt 26 Jun CW. 

Marsh Wren: 4 AP 7 Jun (BK). 

Carolina Wren: LC 2 Jul (MM).. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: SC 24 Jun (CG, SR); 
SLB 28 Aug (SB, SR). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 40 SPB 25 Aug 
(AB); SLB 28 Aug (SR, SB). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: FB 12 Aug (BM). 

E. Bluebird: 7 BR 3 aug (MC), CO-FY. 
Veery: 20 RFR 22 Jun (RS). 

Bicknell’s Thrush: WF 8 Jun (HvZ); RD 2 Jul 
(NH). 

Swainson's Thrush: SLB 15 Jul (AB). 
Hermit Thrush: 3 SPB 25 Aug (AB). 

Wood Thrush: 2 OH 25 Jul (JT). 

Gray Catbird: 5 LC 2 Jul (MM); 2 BR 3 Aug 
(MC), CO-FY. 

Brown Thrasher: AF 24 Jun (GC, SR). 

N. Mockingbird: 2 PL 7/20 (MB), CO-NY. 
Cedar Waxwing: 10 SPB 25 Aug (AB). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: LC 17 Jun (AB). 
Louisiana Waterthrush: LC 17 Jun (AB). 
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N. Waterthrush: BR 13 Aug (KM). 
Golden-winged Warbler: WRS 4 Jul (SR). 
Black-and-white Warbler: 2 SPB 25 Aug 
(AB). 

Tennessee Warbler: SLB 28 Aug (SR, SB). 
Nashville Warbler: 3 SPB 25 Aug (AB). 
Mourning Warbler: SPB 25 Aug (AB). 
Com. Yellowthroat: SPB 25 Aug (AB). 
Am. Redstart: MD 11 Jun (JM). 

Cape May Warbler: SPB 25 AUG (AB). 
N. Parula: SLB 20 Jul (SR). 

Magnolia Warbler: 3 SPB 25 Aug (AB). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: CP 27 Aug (DC). 
Blackburnian Warbler: BR 13 Aug (KM), 
Yellow Warbler: NP 21 Aug (MM). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: WC 17 Aug (JB). 
Blackpoll Warbler: WF 8 Jun (HvZ). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: WC 17 Aug 
(JB). 

Palm Warbler: 11 OR 2 JUL (DR). 

Pine Warbler: 2 WF 8 Jun (HvZ); 2 NP 6 Aug 
(MM), CO-FY. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 15 SPB 25 Aug 
(AB). 

Prairie Warbler: 2 MD 11 Jun (JM). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: 3 WC 17 
Aug (JB), CO-FL. 

Canada Warbler: SLB 20 Jul (SR). 
Wilson’s Warbler: SH 24 Aug (AB). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: RFR 22 Jun (RS). 
Chipping Sparrow: CP 27 Aug (DC). 
Field Sparrow: 4 MF 3 Jul (MM). 
Vesper Sparrow: WRS 28 Aug (DC). 
Savannah Sparrow: 4 WRS 28 Aug (DC). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: BB 28 Jun (RN); 9 OR 2 
Jul (DR). 
Swamp Sparrow: 4 AP 14 Jun (BK). 
White-throated Sparrow: 29 MF 3 Jul (MM). 
Scarlet Tanager: KR 11 Jul (K&SF). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 2 BR Aug 23 (AB). 
Indigo Bunting: 3 RFR 22 JUN (RS). 
Bobolink: 100 CR 19 Aug (MM). 
E. Meadowlark: 2 LTR 16 Jun (TL). 
Rusty Blackbird: 3 Min 4 Jul (SB), CoFL; OH 
30 Jul (JT). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: 2 LP 20 Jul (DW). 
Baltimore Oriole: 2 AP 17 Jun (BK). 
Purple Finch: SLB 28 Aug (AB). 
Red Crossbill: 3 SLB 28 Aug (SR). 
White-winged Crossbill: LMt, 20 Aug (MM); 
4 BR 23 Aug (AB). 
Pine Siskin: 3 MtM 26 Jul (LMc). 
Evening Grosbeak: 2 Jay 27 Jun. 
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REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 


Tom Williams 
153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd @fastmail.fm 


The weather was quite typical throughout the summer of 2017. After a three-day 
heat wave in early June, the high temperature never reached 90° F thereafter. 
The average temperature for the month of June was 68°, which was 0.8° above 
normal. Rainfall for the month was 1.33" more than the long-term average. July 
was almost exactly normal, at -0.1° and -0.11". August had a cool finish, with 
the final week more than 5° below normal, but the month as a whole turned out 
just 0.9° below average, with 3.76" rainfall, 0.3" more than normal. 

Two unexpected species topped the highlights list for summer 2017. On 22 
August, Andrea Denton and Lydia Schereen were birding at the Stillwater 
School Nature Trail in Saratoga County. Viewing from the west side of the 
Hudson River, they observed and photographed a White Ibis on the opposite 
side. Excerpting from their eBird checklist, “We were on the west side of the 
Hudson River and the birds were on the east side. There was a Bald Eagle that 
would chase the White Ibis and four Great Egrets off their perches. The five 
birds flew as a group each time. We watched this for about 45 minutes until they 
were out of sight. They kept moving upstream.” A remarkable sighting for the 
Region, I could not locate a similar record in recent years. 

A Yellow-breasted Chat was discovered by Mike McGraw and his 
colleagues on 22 June, while they were doing habitat restoration work at the 
Albany Pine Bush Preserve in Albany County. A field party of eleven observers 
was quickly assembled, this Regional Editor included, and we bushwhacked our 
way out to the site. The bird was singing, if that is the term we will assign to the 
odd series of noises a chat utters, and making display flights for the half-hour we 
observed it. A second bird (female?) might have been present, as there were 
some low tones emanating from the tangles underneath the displaying bird, but 
we could not confirm this. Returns to the site on subsequent days yielded no 
further observations, although the habitat in the immediate and nearby areas was 
quite dense and overgrown and seemed suitable for a chat. APBP records 
showed that the last previous record there was from 1953. 

A Snowy Egret was observed and well-photographed at Five Rivers 
Environmental Education Center in Delmar, Albany County, on 5 June. The 
seemingly healthy bird was perched on a downed tree in the Beaver Pond. 
Snowy Egret is typically found in the Region during post-breeding dispersal, so 
this was a highly unusual date. The previous record of the species at Five Rivers 
was some thirty years earlier. 

Diligent shorebird observing along the Mohawk River corridor in Cohoes, 
Albany County, yielded Regionally rare Wilson’s Phalarope, Ruddy Turnstone, 
and Stilt Sandpiper in mid-August. A Red-necked Phalarope was observed and 
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photographed swimming in the middle of Lake George in Warren County on 24 
August by RS Dietrich. 

Stacy Robinson discovered a Dickcissel calling and flying around a 
hayfield near Lower Rd. in the Town of Putnam, Washington County on 13 
August. 

211 species were reported during the season. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, Matt 
Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, Jeremy Collison, 
Bill Cook, Andrea Denton, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, RS Dietrich, Amanda 
Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Alan Dupuis, Lindsey Duval, Larry Federman, Peter 
Feinberg, Debra Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Bernie & Chris Grossman, 
Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David Harrison, Ron 
Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, Naomi Lloyd, Tristan 
Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom McClenahan, Mike McGraw, 
Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny Murtaugh, Ellen 
Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, Stacy Robinson, John Roosenberg, 
Jeanette Roundy, Lydia Schereen, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz-Weinstein, Marian 
Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison Van Keuren, Phil Whitney, 
Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APBP — Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR — Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM — Black 
Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR — Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB — Bog Meadow Brook 
Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP — Coxsackie Creek Grasslands Preserve, GREE; CF — 
Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL — Collins L, SCHE; CRM — Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR — Five 
Rivers EEC, ALBA; FtEG — Ft. Edward Grasslands, WASH; FV — Franklinton Vlaie, 
SCHO; HP — Huyck Preserve, ALBA; OCA — Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; 
PRWMA -— Partridge Run WMA, ALBA; SNHP — Saratoga National Historical P, 
SARA; TR — Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP — Vischer Ferry Nature & Historic 
Preserve, SARA; WMP — Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Brant: max 75 Henry Hudson P ALBA 7 Jun. 
Mute Swan: max 3 BCR 11 Jun. 
Wood Duck: max 40 Champlain Canal Lock 2 
SARA 3 Aug. 
Common Loon: max 6 Jabe Pd WARR 16 Jul; 
L Luzerne WARR 15 Aug. 
Pied-billed Grebe: five reports from SARA, 
WARR, and WASH. 
Red-necked Grebe: Stockport Flats COLU 2 
Jul; Stillwater SARA 20 Aug. 
Am. Bittern: six reports of single birds FULT, 
WARR, SARA, and GREE. 


354 


Least Bittern: max 3 Stillwater School Nature 
Trail SARA 28 Jul; reports received from seven 
locations regionwide. 

Great Egret: max 18 Champlain Canal Lock 2 
SARA 1 Aug. 

Snowy Egret: FR 5 Jun; Champlain Canal 
Lock 2 SARA 1-7 Aug. 

Little Blue Heron: juv Champlain Canal Lock 
2 SARA 1 Aug; juv Mohawk R Cohoes ALBA 
12-14 Aug. 

Green Heron: max 8 Thurber Pd WASH 19 
Jul. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Ft Edward 
WASH 14 Jun; ad Carters Pd WMA WASH 1 
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Jul; juv The Crossings of Colonie ALBA 24 
Jul; Carters Pd WMA WASH 31 Jul. 
WHITE IBIS: Stillwater School Nature Trail 
SARA 22 Aug (ADe, LS), intro. 


HAWKS — LARIDS 
Black Vulture: max 26 Voorheesville ALBA 7 
Jun. 
Osprey: max 6 South Bay WASH 7 Aug. 
N. Harrier: max 2 FtEG 4 Jun. 
Virginia Rail: max 4 FV 25 Jun; near Argyle 
WASH 28 Jul. 
Sora: no reports. 
Com. Gallinule: max 13 East Bay WMA 
WASH 29 Jun. 
Am. Coot: Stillwater School Nature Trail 
SARA 27 Jul; Hudson R near Troy RENN 20 
Aug. 
Sandhill Crane: near Esperance SCHO 10 Jun; 
Selkirk ALBA 15 Jul. 
Semipalmated Plover: max 25 CF 13 Aug. 
Upland Sandpiper: W. Ames MONT 12 Jun, 
only report. 
RUDDY TURNSTONE (R8): Falls View P, 
Cohoes ALBA 16 Aug (PF). 
STILT SANDPIPER (R8): Falls View P, 
Cohoes ALBA 15 Aug (JC). 
Sanderling: Falls View P, Cohoes ALBA 16 
Aug. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Wrights Loop 
SARA 1 Jun. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: max 6 CF 12 Aug. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 Falls View P, 
Cohoes ALBA 15 Aug. 
WILSON’S PHALAROPE (R8): Falls View 
P, Cohoes ALBA 14 Aug (mob). 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (R8): near 
Dome I, L George WARR 24 Aug (RSD). 
Solitary Sandpiper: max 5 Stanton Pd ALBA 
19 Aug. 
Greater Yellowlegs: max 10 CF 10 Aug. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: max 20 Falls View P, 
Cohoes ALBA 15 Aug. 
Caspian Tern: Hudson R at Stockport Creek 
COLU 28 Jun; 17 Charter Marsh WASH 12 
Aug; 8 South Bay WASH 13 Aug. 
Black Tern: Round L SARA 4 Jul; CF 12 Aug. 
Com. Tern: Ballston L SARA 26 Jul. 


PIGEONS — PARROTS 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: max 2 BMB 7 Jun; 
Schodack I SP 27 Jun; VFNHP 30 Jul; Henry 
Hudson P ALBA 20 Aug. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: max 2 Kingsbury 
WASH 2 Jun; WMP 15 Jul; Ghent COLU 19 
Aug. 
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Com. Nighthawk: migrants arr Ballston Spa 
SARA 13 Aug; max 93 Guilderland ALBA 19 
Aug. 

CHUCK-wILL’S-wIDOW: last West Mt Ski 
Area WARR 11 Jul (mob). 

E. Whip-poor-will: max 7 West Mt Ski Area 
WARR 7 Jul. 

Chimney Swift: max 75 CF 3 Aug. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 6 near 
Saratoga Springs SARA 17 Jun. 

Belted Kingfisher: max 6 VFNHP 30 Jul. 
Am. Kestrel: max 11 Whitehall WASH 12 
Aug. 

Merlin: max 3 Rotterdam SCHE 22 Jul. 
Peregrine Falcon: max 7 (two ad w/five 
fledglings) Troy RENN 8 Jun. 


FLYCATCHERS — WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Amy’s P WARR 16 
Jul, known breeding location; Guilderland 
ALBA 29 Aug, migrant. 

Acadian Flycatcher: near Middleburgh SCHO 
1 Jun, 4 Jul; Rensselaerville SF 10 Jun, 2 Aug. 
Alder Flycatcher: max 9 BMB 2 Jun. 
Willow Flycatcher: max 10 FtEG 3 Jun. 
Least Flycatcher: max 6 near Middleburgh 
SCHO 4 Jul. 

E. Phoebe: max 13 near Hillsdale COLU 31 
Aug. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: max 5 Coveville 
SARA 10 Jun; Schodack I SP RENN 20 Jun; 
SNHP 9 Jul. 

E. Kingbird: max 20 Round L SARA 4 Jul. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: max 5 SNHP 9 Jul. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 20 Pack 
Demonstration Forest WARR 22 Jul. 
Warbling Vireo: max 13 Hudson Crossing P 
SARA 10 Jun. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 37 L Desolation SF 
SARA 26 Jul. 

Com. Raven: max 14 Knox ALBA 1 Jun. 
Horned Lark: max 2 Saratoga Cty Airport 
SARA 1 Jun. 

Purple Martin: max 6 Saratoga Springs 
Waterfront Park SARA 7 Jun; Saratoga Casino 
and Raceway 26 Jun. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 20 CF 24 
Jun. 

Bank Swallow: max 109 Papscanee I NP 
RENN 16 Jul. 

Cliff Swallow: max 35 Amsterdam MONT 22 
Jul. 

Barn Swallow: max 100 Athens GREE 9 Aug. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 14 APBP 17 
Aug. 
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Brown Creeper: max 5 Anchor Diamond Park 
SARA 27 Aug. 

House Wren: max 13 SNHP 3 Jul. 

Winter Wren: max 12 Plateau Mt GREE 1 Jul. 
Marsh Wren: max 10 BCM 4 Jun. 

Carolina Wren: max 5 Fultonville MONT 16 
Jul. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 7 T Bethlehem 
ALBA 21 Jun. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 10 Spruceton 
Trail GREE 7 Jun. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: max 5 SNHP 31 Aug. 
E. Bluebird: max 14 Saratoga Spa SP SARA 
25 Jun. 

Veery: max 39 Schodack I SP RENN 20 Jun. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: 2 West Mt Ski Area 
WARR 4 Jun; BMB 7 Jun, late migrants. 
Bicknell’s Thrush: 2 Plateau Mt GREE 1 Jul. 
Swainson’s Thrush: max 6 Spruceton Trail 
GREE 22 Jun; Plateau Mt GREE 1 Jul. 

Hermit Thrush: max 11 Petersburgh Pass 
RENN 20 Jun. 

Wood Thrush: max 8 RamsHorn-Livingston 
Sanctuary GREE 7 Jun. 

Gray Catbird: max 31 Schodack I SP RENN 
20 Jun. 

Brown Thrasher: max 4 Durham GREE 22 
Jul. 

N. Mockingbird: max 6 APBP 17 Jun, 25 Jun; 
Kinderhook COLU 30 Jun. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: max 35 Schodack I SP RENN 20 
Jun. 

Worm-eating Warbler: Louise Kerr WMA 
ALBA 4 Jun; 2 Deer Mt Nature Trail ALBA 14 
Jun; APBP 17 Aug; five additional locations in 
COLU. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: max 4 Charleston 
MONT 12 Jun. 

N. Waterthrush: max 2 mult loc. 
Golden-winged Warbler: near Putnam Sta 
WASH 4 Jun- 1 Jul; Trout L WARR 3 Jul; only 
reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 5 SNHP 12 Jun. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: near Putnam Sta 
WASH 4 Jun- 17 Jun. 

Black-and-white Warbler: max 6 Crane Mt 
Trail WARR 12 Jun. 

Tennessee Warbler: migrants arr PRWMA 26 
Aug; VFNHP 27 Aug: APBP 30 Aug. 
Nashville Warbler: max 4 Amy’s P WARR 16 
Jul. 

Mourning Warbler: max 2 Elka P GREE 25 
Jun. 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 38 SNHP 3 Jul. 
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Hooded Warbler: five reports ALBA & GREE 
1 Jun- 22 Jul. 

Am. Redstart: max 39 Schodack I SP RENN 2 
Jun. 

Cape May Warbler: migrants arr near 
Hillsdale COLU 19 Aug. 

Cerulean Warbler: max 3 Schodack I SP 
RENN 1 Jun. 

N. Parula: breeding locations FULT & WARR 
22 Jun- 1 Aug; migrants arr APBP 30 Aug. 
Magnolia Warbler: max 5 Plateau Mt GREE 1 
Jul. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: migrants arr PRWMA 
26 Aug; Wilton Widlife Preserve SARA 27 
Aug. 

Blackburnian Warbler: max 15 
Rensselaerville SF ALBA 10 Jun. 

Yellow Warbler: max 18 Hudson Crossing P 
SARA 27 Jun. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: max 16 L Taghkanic 
SP COLU 28 Jun. 

Blackpoll Warbler: breeding location max 7 
Plateau Mt GREE 6 JUN; migrants arr 
Buckingham Pd ALBA 30 Aug. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 10 
Spruceton Trail GREE 7 Jun; Amy’s P WARR 
16 Jul. 

Pine Warbler: max 15 Pack Demonstration 
Forest WARR 22 Jul. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 20 Pack 
Demonstration Forest WARR 22 Jul. 

Prairie Warbler: max 6 APBP 30 Jun. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: max 16 Pack 
Demonstration Forest WARR 22 Jul. 

Canada Warbler: max 8 L Desolation SF 
SARA 1 Jun. 

Wilson’s Warbler: migrants arr APBP 17 Aug. 
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT: APBP 22 Jun 
(MM), intro. 


TOWHEES — WEAVERS 
E. Towhee: max L Taghkanic SP COLU 5 Jul. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: max 2 FtEG 17 Jun. 
Field Sparrow: max 26 Saratoga Spa SP 25 
Jun. 
Vesper Sparrow: max 2 Saratoga Cty Airport 
SARA 25 Jun; Kinderhook Colu 10 Jul. 
Savannah Sparrow: max 20 Albany Int 
Airport ALBA 26 Jun. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: breeding locations: 
Saratoga Cty Airport SARA; FtEG; Harlem 
Valley Rail Trail COLU; Albany Int Airport 
ALBA; Ancram, Claverack, and Kinderhook 
COLU; Johnstown FULT; max 5 New Swamp 
Rd, Kingsbury WASH 23 Jul. 
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Song Sparrow: max 26 Normanskill Farm 
ALBA 2 Aug. 

Swamp Sparrow: max 23 BMB 7 Jun. 
White-throated Sparrow: max 6 Edinburgh 


SARA 10 Jun; L Desolation SF SARA 11 Jun. 


Dark-eyed Junco: max 9 Petersburg Pass 
RENN 20 Jun; Spruceton Trail GREE 5 Aug. 
Scarlet Tanager: max 7 Amy’s P WARR 22 
Jul. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 8 Ft Ann 
WASH 13 Jul. 

Indigo Bunting: max 12 APBP 30 Aug. 


DICKCISSEL (R8): near Putnam WASH 13 
Aug (SR), intro. 

Bobolink: max 55 OCA 29 Jul. 

E. Meadowlark: max 20 FtEG 4 Jun. 
Orchard Oriole: max 3 SNHP 26 Jun. 
Baltimore Oriole: max 9 Hudson Crossing P 
SARA 10 Jun. 

Red Crossbill: 5 Amy’s P WARR 16 Jul; 5 
Padanarum Rd WARR 19 Jul; only reports. 
Evening Grosbeak: 2 Padanarum Rd WARR 1 
Jun, 22 Jun; 2 Schodack RENN 4 Jun; 2 
Providence SARA 15 Jun; only reports. 


REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 
16 Coronet Rd., Yonkers, NY 10710 
BochnikM@cs.com 


The summer season had normal precipitation with few extremes in temperature. 
There was a lack of extremely hot or cold days. Poughkeepsie saw only eight 
days in the nineties, and the maximum high was only 93° F. June and July came 
in one degree warmer than average and August was normal. Precipitation values 
varied in the Region and depended on mainly where afternoon thunderstorms 
hit. June and August were dry in White Plans, with less than 3 inches of 
precipitation. Poughkeepsie saw near normal precipitation for each month. 

Kent Warner found five immature White Ibis on 13 July foraging in a 
vegetable garden near the Bellvale School in Chester. They were photographed 
and seen the next day. Rob Stone re-found them on 16 July coming in to roost in 
a large deciduous tree in Wickham Lake. This is Orange County’s second 
record. A second set, or the same flock; of five immature White Ibis were 
reported in a private location in mid Dutchess County from 15 to 28 July. 
Glossy Ibis sightings were up this season, with flocks of 11 and 17 occurring at 
Marshlands Conservancy on 31 July and 10 August, respectively. 

Jim Clinton, Jr observed a SWALLOW-TAILED KITE flying over lower 
Broadway in Kingston 9 June but was unable to document it. Tait Johansson 
was able to photograph a MISSISSIPPI KITE over Hunt-Parker Sanctuary in 
Katonah on 12 June. 

The Putnam County Summer Bird Count found an amazing 22 Acadian 
Flycatchers during June. The count also showed that the following warblers, 
Blackburnian, Black-throated Blue, Cerulean, Black-throated Green, and 
Canada, are still present but have seen declines as breeders in the county. Will 
this county end up like Westchester and see these species disappear? The loss of 
hemlocks, the presence of cowbirds, and possibly the browsing of deer are 
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mainly to blame. Other highlights were Spotted Sandpiper, White-eyed Vireo, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, and six Alder Flycatchers. 

The Greenwich-Stamford Summer Bird Count, which includes sections in 
Westchester County, found 134 species. New to the count were two Common 
Mergansers, one in Westchester, and a Boat-tailed Grackle on Hen Island in 
Rye. This is the fifth straight year that Boat-tailed Grackle has been found in 
Westchester. Other highlights in Westchester were Sora, two Least Sandpipers, 
Dunlin, and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 

Over 70 Cliff Swallow nests were counted on Cross River Reservoir in 
July. The increase in numbers and sites were also noted elsewhere. 

John McBride had a long look at a Prothonotary Warbler at Buttercup 
Farm Audubon Sanctuary on 14 July. 

The Henslow’s Sparrow and Dickcissel discovered in Shawangunk 
Grasslands National Wildlife Refuge in May continued into the summer but 
there was no sign of breeding for either bird. The Henslow’s Sparrow lasted 
until 12 July, but the Dickcissel disappeared after 21 June. Another Dickcissel 
was discovered in the Black Dirt Region on 17 June and last seen on 23 June. 
Later in the season, individuals were found on 26 August, again in the Black 
Dirt Region, and one in Yonkers at Hillview Reservoir on 23 August. 

Other notable species include Willet, Stilt Sandpiper, Black Skimmer, and 
Blue Grosbeak. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Scott Baldinder, Kyle Bardwell, Trudy Batterly, Gail Benson, Michael Bochnik, Arlene 
Borko, Claire Borrelli, Daniel Brill, Tom Burke, Barbara Butler, Sean Carroll, Sean 
Camillieri, Steve Chorvas, Gef Chumard, Jim Clinton Jr, Jim Closs, Mary Collier, 
Dominic Colucci, Ian Davies, Patrick Dechon, Mark DeDea, Evan Edelbaum, Andrew 
Farnsworth, Bill Fiero, Valerie Freer, Elijah Goodwin, John Haas, David Hayes, Valerie 
Heemstra, Tait Johansson, Jane Kosovsky, Deborah Kral, Aimee LaBarr, Tim Lenz, 
Barbara Mansell, John McBride, Leigh McBride, Mack McCormack, Curt McDermott, 
Kenneth McDermott, Jay McGowan, Arnold Meier, Karen Miller, Robert Miller, Barbara 
Nicol, Dixon Onderdonk, Drew Panko, Linda Pistolesi, Carena Pooth, Adrienne Popko, 
Jessica Prockup, Sue Rayano, Peter Relson, Kriss Replogle, Charlie Roberto, Mathew 
Rymkiewicz, Steven Schellenger, Justine Schmidt, Kathryn Schneider, Peter 
Schoenberger, Linda Scrima, Steve Schuyler, Amy Simmons, Zack Smith, Marian Sole, 
Clay Spencer, Peter Stewart, Rob Stone, Matthew Strobino, Anne Swaim, Wendy Tocci, 
Larry Trachtenberg, Debbie van Zyl, Kent Warner, Drew Weber, Carol Weiss, Jim Yates, 
Matthew Zeitier. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CPP — Croton Point P; EGR — Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC — Marshlands 
Conservancy; RNC — Rye Nature Center; SGNWR — Shawangunk Grasslands NWR. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: Thorton Rd, Wurtsboro 9-16 Jul 
(PD, JH). 
Brant: Bellvale 2 Jun (KW); Kaal Rock P 3 Jul 
(AU); 14 Milton Harbor 10 Jun (AF). 
Blue-winged Teal: Esopus Meadows 23 Aug 
(JY). 
Ring-necked Duck: Fancher Davidge P 15 Jul 
(GC); West Branch res 25 Jul (SCam); Fancher 
Davidge P, Middletown 31 Jul (GC). 
Long-tailed Duck: MC/Hen I 1-10 Jun (GB, 
TBu, AF). 
Com. Merganser: Kensico Res 10 Jun. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Neversink Res 1 
Jun (JH); Rye 10 Jun (AF); Newburgh 10 Jun 
(DC). 
Ruddy Duck: 2 Piermont Pier Jun-Aug. 
Red-throated Loon: CPP 1-8 Jun (SCam, 
ASw); EGR 8, 11, 21 Jun. 
Red-necked Grebe: Bontecou Wetland Area, 
Millbrook 30 Aug (JClo). 
Am. Bittern: Great Vly 10 Jun; 2 Kingston Res 
27 Jul. 
Least Bittern: 2 Great Vly 4 Jun; Tivoli Bay 8 
Jun; 3 Bashakill 22 Jun; Sharon Station 25 Jul; 
Piermont Pier 11 Aug. 
Snowy Egret: 2 Beacon 15 Aug (MC); 5 
Beacon 19 Aug (AL). 
Little Blue Heron: imm Wallkill R NWR 4-30 
Aug (LS); Esopus 4 Aug (MD, DH, JP, PSc, 
WT); Dennings Pt 19 Aug (AL). 
Cattle Egret: Blue Chip Farm 4 Jun. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: MC 25 Jul, 13 
Aug. 
WHITE IBIS: 5 Wickham Lake, Warwick 16- 
17 Jul (KW, RS), ph; 5 private loc in DUTC 15- 
28 Jul (AP, BB). 
Glossy Ibis: 2 MC 2-6 Jul; 11 MC 31 Jul; 5 
EGR 1 Aug; 17 MC 10 Aug; Citco Pnd, Goshen 
29-31 Aug (BF). 


HAWKS - LARIDS 
SWALLOW-TAILED KITE: Kingston 9 Jun 
(JCli). 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: Hunt-Parker Sanctuary, 
Katonah 12 Jun (TJ), ph. 

Clapper Rail: 1-3 MC 3-29 Jun, 1, 2, 28-30 
Jul; 2 Hen I 10 Jun; 4 MC 22 Jun. 

Virginia Rail: max 9 Bashakill 8 Aug. 

Sora: Forest L, West Harrison 11 Jun; 
Bashakill 13 Aug. 

Com. Gallinule: 2 Great Vly 4 Jun; max 14 
Bashakill 25 Jul; 2-7 Amenia 27 Jun, 2, 7 Jul: 
11 Bashakill 11 Aug. 

Black-bellied Plover: MC 2,4 Jun. 
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Am. Oystercatcher: 10 Hen I 10 Jun; Piermont 
Pier 15 Jun. 

Spotted Sandpiper: MC 2 Jun; White Plains 
Res 11 Jun; North Highland P 10 Jun; 2 Rye 11 
Jun; 4 Cross R Res 22 /Jun. 

Willet: max 13 Rye 10 Jun. 

Upland Sandpiper: 1-2 SGNWR 1-18 Jun; 1-2 
Blue Chip Farm Jun; Galeville Town Park 23 
Jun; Black Dirt Region 22 Jul; 2 Black Dirt 
Region 7,25 Aug. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Hen I 10 Jun. 

Stilt Sandpiper: 1-3 Strever Farm 26-30 Aug 
(MR, CP, BM). 

Dunlin: Hen I 10 Jun. 

Least Sandpiper: 2 Hen I 10 Jun. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Esopus 12 Jul, 27 
Aug; MC 28 Jul. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 7 Hen I 10 Jun. 
Western Sandpiper: Glen I P 18 Aug (VH). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Piermont Pier 14 Jul; 
6-7 MC 25-26 Jul; 10 MC 10 Aug; 
Montgomery 15, 18 Aug. 

Bonaparte's Gull: 3 Kingston Pt 6 Aug (MD). 
Laughing Gull: 2 Piermont Pier 18 Jul. 
Caspian Tern: Espopus 12 Jul; 2 Saugerties to 
Sleightsburg 6 Aug; 3 Piermont Pier 11 Aug. 
Black Tern: Esopus Mradows 23 Aug (JY). 
Com. Tern: max 26 Rye 4 Jun. 

Forster’s Tern: Wallkill R NWR 1 Jul (LS, 
MZ); Esopus 12 Jul (AM); 2 Piermont Pier 28- 
29 Jul; max 6 MC 28 Jul; 4 Piermont Pier 9 
Aug. 

Black Skimmer: CPP 1 Jun. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Barn Owl: Gardiner 3 Jul. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Cranberry Lake Preserve 10 
Jun (MB, TBa, DP). 
C. Nighthawk: 157 MC 31 Aug. 
E. Whip-poor-will: 4 Sterling Forest 7 Jun; 
Rochester 7-9 Aug. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Fahnstock SP 2 
Jun; Muscoot Farm 5 Jun; 2 Tivoli Bays 8 Jun; 
1 ad with Juv Muscoot Farm 3 Jul; max 8 
Weston Marsh 31 Aug. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Mt Lake P 18 Jun. 
Merlin: Montgomery 8 Aug; Bashakill 21 Aug. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Ellenville 3 Jun; 2 
Doodletown 10 Jun; Rockefeller SP 12 Jun; 
Esopus 12 Jul; Roundout Res 9 Aug; 
Minnewaska SP 10 Aug; Mohonk Preserve 26 
Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 6 Slide Mt 10 Jun. 


359 


Acadian Flycatcher: 3 West Park 10 Jun; 22 
Fahnestock SP 22 Jun-8 Jul (CR, LT, KB); 4 
Mohonk Preserve 26 Jul; 1-2 Rochester 3,24 
Aug. 

Alder Flycatcher: 4 Linear P, Ellenville 3 Jun; 
Rockefeller SP 10, 13 Jun; 6 Fahnestock SP 22 
Jun; MC 29 Jul. 

White-eyed Vireo: Glynwood Farm 12 Jun; Mt 
Ninham 12 Jun. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Bashakill 25 Aug (SB). 
Purple Martin: max 24 New Paltz 2 Jun; Hen I 
10 Jun. 

Cliff Swallow: 70 nests Cross R Res July (TB). 
Brown Creeper: Mianus River Gorge 11 Jun. 
Marsh Wren: Iona I 4 Jun; max 24 Tivoli Bays 
9 Jun; 6 MC 4 Jul, 10 Aug; 1-3 Bashakill 10, 16 
Jul. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Ward Pound Ridge 9 
Jun (JK). 

Bicknell’s Thrush: 3 Slide Mt 4 Jun; 13 Slide 
Mt 10 Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: 10 Slide Mt 10 Jun; Hunt- 
Parker Sanctuary 13 Aug. 

Hermit Thrush: Fahnestock SP 8 Jul. 


LONGSPURS —- WARBLERS 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: Peach Hill 1 Jun. 


Prothonotary Warbler: Buttercup Farm 
Audubon Sanctuary 14 Jul (JB). 

Nashville Warbler: Rockefeller Preserve 24 
Aug. 

Mourning Warbler: 3 West Shokan 1 Jun. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: 3 Minnewaska SP 15 
Aug. 

Blackburnian Warbler: Fahnestock SP 8 Jul. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Teatown L 3 
Jun 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Ward Pound Ridge 3, 
12 Jun; Ogden Mills & Ruth Livingston Mills 
SP 17, 26 Jun; Muscoot Farm 21 Jul. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 6 SGNWR Jun- 
Aug; 5 CPP 21 Jun; Sylvan Glen Park Preserve, 
Mohegan Lake 3 Jul. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: SGNWR 1 Jun — 12 Jul. 
Blue Grosbeak: 2 imm Pine I 12-24 Jul. 
Dickcissel: SGNWR 1-21 Jun; Black Dirt 
Region 17, 18, 23 Jun, 26 Aug (RS, JH, MZ); 
Hillview Res 23 Aug (SCam). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: MC/Hen I 8-10 Jun (GB, 
TBu, AF). 

Purple Finch: max 25 Parksville 5 Aug. 


REGION 10—MARINE 


Patricia J. Lindsay 
28 Mystic Circle, Bay Shore, NY 11706 
pjlindsay @optonline.net 


S. S. Mitra 
Biology Department, College Staten Island, 
2800 Victory Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10314 
shaibal.mitra@csi.cuny.edu 


The weather this summer did not vary greatly from recent averages, the most 
obvious deviation being that July and August were drier than usual. Our Region 
was not directly affected by tropical storms or hurricanes. Monthly extreme 
temperatures were also rather routine. For June, the highest temperature was 
94°F on the 17", the lowest was 47° on the 8". The extremes for July were 95° 
on the 21“ and 59° on the 26", whereas those for August were 92° on the 1* and 


56° on the 27". 
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The most significant and memorable ornithological event of summer 2017 was a 
massive incursion of Great Shearwaters along the outer beaches of Nassau and 
western Suffolk Counties on 18 June, associated with a mortality event along the 
whole ocean shore of Long Island. A major push of seabirds migrating inshore 
was first noted on 16 June, during easterly winds, from sites such as Robert 
Moses SP, in western Suffolk, and further east at Tiana Beach, Southampton, 
and Main Beach, East Hampton. The most numerous species during these efforts 
was Cory’s Shearwater, which is typical for such flights at this date, but good 
numbers of Great, Sooty, and Manx Shearwaters and Wilson’s Storm-Petrels 
were also observed, all passing west to east. 

The next day was windless and foggy, with a few tubenoses but little out of 
the ordinary until late in the day, when an adult Brown Booby was discovered 
sitting on the sand within the tern colony at Nickerson Beach, Nassau County. 
Enduring the wrath of locally breeding American Oystercatchers, Eastern 
Willets, and Common Terns, this distressed sulid made several flights but stayed 
within the colony despite considerable persecution from Common Terns. It 
eventually settled in to roost on a Piping Plover exclosure, where it remained 
through the foggy end of day as many birders arrived to see it (see photos, p. 
318). The next morning, 18 June, the booby was found dead. 

The disappointment of those who had come to see it was overtaken as the 
morning wore on, as birders were amazed to observe a major flight of Great 
Shearwaters, flying west to east. A count of 35 during the morning at Nickerson 
Beach was exceptional for the Nassau County shore, but this was soon eclipsed 
by an estimate of 220 passing close to the jetty at nearby Jones Inlet. Further 
east, at Robert Moses SP, a team of observers tallied 669 Great Shearwaters 
over the course of the day. A highly unusual feature of these counts, beyond 
their sheer magnitude, was the vast over-representation of Great relative to 
Cory’s, whereas the latter usually strongly outnumbers the former in shore- 
based counts at this season. Observers’ emotions were to swing once more on 
that memorable day, plunging again at the realization that many of the birds 
were in distress, landing on the beach and in parking lots. 

Over the next couple of days, more than 100 Great Shearwaters were found 
dead on the beaches, from Nickerson to Montauk. Five observers tallied 
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casualties over measured routes at widely spaced sites, consistently finding 
between five and ten dead Great Shearwaters per mile walked (sums for the five 
transects were 47 dead Great Shearwaters over seven miles, and no seabirds of 
other species were found during these systematic searches). Necropsies 
performed by Joe Okoniewski, a wildlife pathologist with the New York State 
Department of Conservation, revealed that the deceased birds were extremely 
thin and had apparently starved, an observation corroborated by Paul Sweet, 
who prepared salvaged specimens at the American Museum of Natural History. 

There were many discussions in the aftermath of this event regarding how 
unusual the level of mortality was, given the difficulties in establishing baselines 
over the vast areas passed en route by this trans-hemispheric migrant. Although 
there are many recorded instances of mass mortality events along the eastern 
seaboard of the United States, the one described here was highly unusual in at 
least one respect: its location. Great Shearwaters are rarely observed even in 
small numbers along the western shore of Long Island, despite a very large 
number of observers concentrated in this area. Cruickshank (1942) stated, 
“many a season passes without a record from this section’”—referring to the 
shore west of Fire Island, and Bull (1974) implied that 50 at Jones Beach on 8 
June 1957 was the highest count for Nassau County. Furthermore, despite the 
absence of any systematic program for monitoring beached birds on Long 
Island, Nassau County’s relatively short beachfront is so thoroughly covered, 
not only by birders, but by biologists, naturalists and beachcombers of all kinds, 
that it is difficult to imagine that a mortality event on this scale could have been 
overlooked there in the modern era. 

Although the wind speeds locally were never in the range that would cause 
healthy shearwaters any difficulties, birds already weakened by starvation might 
have been displaced into New York Bight by long-sustained easterly winds. 
Meteorologist Dave Nicosia stated on 19 June, “The last few days have featured 
a very strong high pressure system south of Newfoundland and a prolonged 
easterly flow toward the Mid Atlantic Coast.... There has been an easterly wind 
anomaly of between 25 and 30 mph that is strongest from well offshore right to 
Long Island.” The reasons for the birds’ poor condition remain unknown, but 
probably relate to problems with their nutrition well removed from Long Island 
in time and space (although co-occurrence of the starving Brown Booby at 
Nickerson Beach and a dead Leatherback Turtle at Democrat Point on 20 June 
might have been related in some way). Nevertheless, right around the time of 
this event, feeding opportunities were observed to be excellent over Long 
Island’s near-offshore waters, for example at the Coimbra wreck, where Derek 
Rogers observed over 300 Great Shearwaters and many other seabirds feeding 
over large concentrations of fish on 22 June. 

Almost as noteworthy was the presence in late July and August of unusual 
numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters and Wilson’s Storm-Petrels in the recessed 
waters north and west of Montauk Point, where pelagic species are generally not 
persistently numerous. The many reports during this period from Block Island 
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Sound, Gardiner’s Bay, and even eastern Long Island Sound were quite 
noteworthy, especially as they co-occurred with similar patterns observed 
inshore in nearby Rhode Island and Massachusetts, in Rhode Island Sound and 
near the approaches to Narragansett Bay and Buzzard’s Bay. 

With our attention focused so much on seabirds this season, we gave less 
scrutiny to breeding birds. A useful source of comparative and potential baseline 
data, especially for common, widespread, and under-reported species are the 
June Counts, conducted in many places within Christmas Bird Count circles, 
and compiled in a similar manner. The Captree June Count, once a vibrant 
tradition in southwestern Suffolk County, has been revived for four years now. 
Totals for all species detected on this year’s count are included below, providing 
at least some interpretable data concerning many under-reported species. 

Among scarce breeders, Red-headed Woodpeckers nested at Connetquot 
River SP, Cliff Swallows nested again at Pelham Bay, and Yellow-throated 
Warblers nested again along the lower Connetquot River. The strong showing 
by Blue Grosbeaks during spring 2017 continued into summer, where this 
species, having established itself as a regular breeder, continues to add more 
stations. In addition to its strongholds on Staten Island and in and around Long 
Island’s pine-oak woods, Blue Grosbeaks were found this summer at landfills in 
southern Nassau and northwestern Suffolk Counties. To a much lesser degree, 
our coastal New York Region also shared in the dramatic Dickcissel invasion of 
the northeastern US during summer 2017. Noted in unusual numbers this 
summer in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and upstate New York, even Long Island 
hosted a territorial male at Caumsett State Park, in northwestern Suffolk County. 
For more information, see Mike Morgante’s discussion in the Region 1 report in 
this issue. 

Long Island’s (and New York’s) first Little Egret, an adult from May 
2015, was succeeded this summer by the second, a juvenile at Goethal’s Bridge 
Pond, on Staten Island. Dick Veit’s detailed article on this occurrence is slated 
for the next issue of The Kingbird (Volume 68, Number 1), and will surely be 
scrutinized closely by the New York State Records Committee and other 
aficionados of rare bird reports. Other rarities this summer included Black- 
bellied Whistling-Ducks in Brooklyn, a Pacific Loon at Cupsogue Beach, 
White-faced Storm-Petrel (and most of the other highly sought pelagic 
species) far offshore, the Brown Booby discussed above, several Black-necked 
Stilts, a Wilson’s Plover at Jones Beach, three Franklin's Gull sightings, two 
White-winged Doves, a Rufous Hummingbird in Babylon, southwestern 
Suffolk County, and two Yellow-headed Blackbirds. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Zachary Adams, Pat Aitken, Deb Allen (DA), Bob Anderson, Richard Aracil, Seth 
Ausubel, Andrew Baksh (ABk), David Barrett, Rob Bate, Ed Becher, Willie Becker, Gail 
Benson, Bobby Berlingeri, Luci Bette-Nash, Shawn Billerman, Mary Beth Billerman, 
Andrew Block, Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp (BBo), Ardith Bondi, Nick Bonomo, 
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Alex Burdo, Thomas W. Burke, Sean Camillieri, Chase Cammarota, Raphael Campos, 
Anthony Ciancimino, (ACi), Anthony Collerton (ACo), Mike Cooper, Kathy Coyle, Jim 
Cullen, Robert DeCandido, Joe DiCostanzo, Liz Dinapoli, Patrice Domeischel, Frank 
Durso, Ken Feustel, Sue Feustel (KF, SF, KSF), Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie 
Fischer, Brendan Fogarty (BF), Rich Fried, Matthew Fuirst, Karen Fung, Stan Furtak, 
Doug Futuyma (DF), John Gaglione, Ed Gaillard, Arie Gilbert, Joe Giunta, John Gluth 
(JGl), Doug Gochfeld (DG), Menachem Goldstein, Rich Gostic, Isaac Grant, Carole 
Griffiths, Tim Healy, Lynne Hertzog, Mike Higgiston, Bruce Horwith, Rob Jett, Rich 
Kelly, Brendan Keogh, Dave Klauber, Robert J. Kurtz, MaryLaura Lamont, Joseph 
Landesberg, Anthony J. Lauro, Ernie Lewis, Al Lindberg, Patricia J. Lindsay, Rob 
Longiaru, Heydi Lopes, Joshua Malbin, Pat Martin, Michael McBrien (MMcB), Gerry 
McGee, Jay McGowan, Hugh McGuinness (HMcG), Stacy & Kurt Meyerheinrich, Mari 
Michaelis, Stella Miller, Shaibal S. Mitra, John Mohlin, Pete Morris, Glenn Mullen, 
Deborra Mullins, Ernst Mutchnick, Stephan Mutchnik, Annie Novack, NY Rare Bird 
Alert (RBA); Mary Normandia, Nathan O’Reilly, Luke Ormand, Jim Osterlund, Pat 
Palladino, Peter & Daisy Paul, Stephane Perreault, Carena Pooth, Peter Post, Bob 
Proniewych, Frank Quevedo, Joan Quinlan Jose Ramirez-Garofalo, Susan R-Ahrens, 
Derek Rogers (DRog), Phil Ribelow, Kevin Rogers, Pauline Rosen, Jack Rothman, Dan 
Rottino, Mike & Lynne Scheibel, Sy Schiff, Donna Schulman, Zach Schwartz-Weinstein, 
Eileen Schwinn, John Sepenoski, John Shemilt (JSh), Sean Sime (SSi), Lee Stocker, 
Gary Straus, Taylor Sturm (TS), Robert Taylor, Ken Thompson, Robert Thoren; John 
Turner, Brad Vatrt, Richard Veit, Adam Vinson, Steve Walter, Laura Weir, Alex Wilson, 
Angus Wilson (AnW), Holly & Phillip Wilson-Camhi, Heather Wolf, Ted Young, 
Michael Yuan, Michael Zito, and the rest of the 1039 observers who contributed records 
to eBird. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BNL — Brookhaven Nat’! Lab, Upton, SUFF: CemRes — Cemetery of the Ressurrection, 
RICH; CCP — Cupsogue CP, SUFF; CIC — Coney I Cr/P, KING; CJC—Captree June 
Count; CP — Central Park, NEWY; CRESLI — Coastal Research & Education Society 
whale watch trips out of Montauk; CRSP — Conntequot R SP, SUFF; DP — Democrat Pt, 
Robert Moses SP, SUFF; EPCAL — former Grumman property, Calverton, SUFF; GBP 
— Goethals Bridge Pd, RICH; GKP - Great Kills P, RICH; HLSP — Hempstead Lake SP, 
NASS; IHP — Inwood Hill P, NEWY; JBSP — Jones Beach SP, NASS, JBWE — West 
End - Jones Beach SP; JBWR — Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, QUEE; MB — Mecox Bay 
and Inlet, SUFF, Montauk — Montauk, T of East Hampton, SUFF; NB — Nickerson 
Beach, NASS; Oln - Old Inlet, SUFF; OMNSA — Oceanside Marine Nature Study Area, 
NASS; PB — Pikes Beach SUFF; PBP — Pelham Bay P, BRON; PlumbB — Plumb Beach, 
KING; Riv — Riverhead, SUFF, RMSP — Robert Moses SP, SUFF; Shinn — Shinnecock 
Inlet and vicinity, SPCP — Smith Point CP, SUFF; TB — Tiana Beach, near Shinn, SUFF. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS — VULTURES Mute Swan: 138 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK: SSM). 
12 PlumbB 10 Jul (H. Wolf), nocturnal report- Wood Duck: 11 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
see eBird for details. Gadwall: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Snow Goose: cont at OMNSA to mid Jul, American Black Duck: 7 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
injured; Sound Ave, Riv 8 Jul. PJL, SSM). 
Canada Goose: 768 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, Mallard: 152 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
SSM). 
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Blue-winged Teal: Oyster Pd, Montauk 30 Jul, 
early; arr JBWR, JBWE, and Oak Beach, 
SUFF 19 Aug. 

Northern Pintail: JBWR 25 Aug, only report. 
Greater Scaup: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Lesser Scaup: | CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Harlequin Duck: f Montauk 8 Jul (ACo), 
continued to at least 3 Aug. 

Surf Scoter: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Black Scoter: 4 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Common Goldeneye: Wertheim NWR, SUFF 
14 Jun (D. Mullins), only report. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 1 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Northern Bobwhite: 2 Manhasset, NASS 
private property, site of reintroduction 
program; Blydenburgh CP, SUFF 24 Jul; only 
reports. 

Wild Turkey: ad f, 6 poults East Islip, SUFF 
18 Jun; ad, 2 poults CCP 11 Jul, unus locations. 
Red-throated Loon: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

PACIFIC LOON: alt, flying by close to shore 
CCP seawatch 18 Jun (MMcB, DF). 

Common Loon: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Horned Grebe: alt CP 4-11 Jun (T. Fiore, 
mob), record late date for loc. 

Northern Fulmar: pelagic, Block Canyon se 
of Montauk 4 Jun (N. Bonomo, ph.). 
BLACK-CAPPED PETREL: Hudson 
Canyon pelagic 5 Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW); 
Block Canyon pelagic 20 Jul (F. Durso); at 
least 5 SeeLife Paulagics trip 27 Aug. 

Cory's Shearwater: large coastal flight 16 
Jun: 180 RMSP (JGI, SSM, et al.) and102 TB 
(MMcB et al.); fewer far offshore, e.g., 7 
SeeLife Paulagics trip 27 Aug (SSi, mob). 
Unusual numbers were present north and west 
of Montauk in late July and early August: 2 
Gardiner’s Bay 22 Jul (HMcG); 60 L Montauk 
Inlet 29 Jul (AnW); 2400 Montauk Pt 29 Jul 
(AnW); 9 Culloden Pt 12 Aug (PJL, SSM); 3 e 
LI Sound 15 Aug (A. Burdo et al), from Orient 
Pt-New London ferry. At least one diomedea 
was present among 80 CRESLI 2 Jul (ACo); 4 
diomedea among 57 CRESLI 23 Jul (MMcB); 
intro. 

Great Shearwater: 27 Block Canyon se of 
Montauk 4 Jun; 46 RMSP 16 Jun (JGI, SSM, et 
al.); 36 TB 16 Jun (MMcB et al.); spectacular 
flight w LI 18 Jun: 35 NB (BF et al.); 220 
JBWE (E. Becher), unprecedented from 
inshore NASS; max 669 RMSP (mob), an 
exceptional count from land, probably without 
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precedent in western SUFF. Curiously, few or 
none observed 18 Jun further east (e.g., just 3 
CCP (DF, MMcB), where this species is most 
often detected from shore. Large numbers 
found beached following this flight: 30+ dead 
at NB 18 Jun (E. Becher), 14 dead along 2 mi. 
DP 20 Jun (SSM); 7 dead along 1.5 mi. SPCP 
21 Jun (DRog); 5 dead along 1 mi. TB (R. 
Gostic); 6 dead along 1 mi. Napeague (B. 
Horwith); 15 dead along 1.5 mi. Montauk (L. 
Ormand); 47 Napeague to Montauk 19-20 Jun 
(fide P. Rosen); others. Meanwhile, large 
flocks were observed offshore with other 
seabirds, feeding over abundant bait fish, e.g., 
>300 Coimbra Wreck 22 Jun (DRog) and 100 s 
of Montauk 20 Jun (F. Durso). Later offshore 
counts, such as 128 over shelf waters se of 
Shinn 5 Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW) and 300 s 
Montauk 16 Jul (Z. Adams, M. Fuirst, et al.) 
were not unusual. Present but not especially 
numerous in the flocks of Cory’s Shearwaters 
and Wilson’s Storm-Petrels observed north and 
west of Montauk Point in August, the most 
notable records being one Great Gull I SUFF 4 
Jul (J. DiCostanzo et al.), 14 in Block I Sound 
20 Aug (P. Ribelow), and a large estimate of 
1600 (with 2400 Cory’s) Montauk Pt 29 Jul 
(AnW). Fewer present later and far offshore, 
e.g., 5 SeeLife Paulagics trip 27 Aug (SSi, 
mob); intro. 

Sooty Shearwater: 13 Block Canyon se of 
Montauk 4 Jun; 6 RMSP 16 Jun (JGI, SSM et 
al.); 4 TB 16 Jun (MMcB et al.); 17 Montauk 
Pt 29 Jul (AnW), many for the date. 

Manx Shearwater: 2 Block Canyon se of 
Montauk 4 Jun; 6 TB 16 Jun (MMcB et al.); 
Main Beach, East Hampton, SUFF 16 Jun 
(PJL, SSM); 7 Montauk Pt 12 Aug (PJL, 
SSM). 

AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER: Hudson 
Canyon 22 Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW); 2 SeeLife 
Paulagics trip 27 Aug (SSi, mob). 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel: 17 RMSP 16 Jun (JGI, 
SSM et al.); 18 TB 16 Jun (MMcB et al.); 12 
Main Beach, East Hampton, SUFF 16 Jun 
(PJL, SSM); 120 CRESLI 2 Jul (ACo); 320 
SeeLife Paulagics 27 Aug (SSi, mob). Unusual 
numbers were present north and west of 
Montauk in late July and early August: 84 Seal 
Haulout Trail, w of Montauk Pt 30 Jul (AnW); 
1000 Montauk Pt 12 Aug (PJL, SSM); 79 
Culloden Pt 12 Aug (PJL, SSM); regularly 
reported through Aug from Orient Pt-New 
London ferry in e LI Sound, max 13 on 14 Aug 
(D. Rottino et al.). 
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WHITE-FACED STORM-PETREL: 
Hudson Canyon 27 Aug (SSi, mob). 
LEACH'S STORM-PETREL: 29 Hudson 
Canyon 27 Aug (SSi, mob). 
BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL: 61 
Hudson Canyon 27 Aug (SSi, mob). 
BROWN BOOBY: ad NB 17-18 Jun (J. 
Malbin, PJL, SSM; mob); it perished early 
morning 18 Jun. Specimen to Cornell 
University collections; emaciated. 

Northern Gannet: 4 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 7 RMSP 16 Jun (JGI et al.), imms e to 
w; 18 TB 16 Jun (MMcB et al), imms w to e. 
Double-crested Cormorant: 279 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Brown Pelican: over 20 reports from e SUFF 
to RICH 4-30 Jul; max 7 RMSP 29 Jul. 
American Bittern: Dune Road, SUFF 12 Jun 
(F. Durso); Gilgo Beach, SUFF 19 Jul (S. 
Blodgett), only reports. 


Least Bittern: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 


Great Blue Heron: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


Great Egret: 74 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 


LITTLE EGRET: HY GBP 8-9 Jul (R. Veit, 
mob); article in prep. for next issue. 

Snowy Egret: 48 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Little Blue Heron: 3 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Tricolored Heron: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); increasingly scarce on LI. 

Cattle Egret: Cow Meadow P, NASS 1-7 Jun, 
10 Jun, cont from spring; 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM); Oakwood Beach area, RICH 5 Jul 
(ACi). 


Green Heron: 6 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 


Black-crowned Night-Heron: 6 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: 1 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Glossy Ibis: 84 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM); 
71 sod field near Manorville, SUFF 8 Jun 
(ML.Lamont), cont thru Jun, large number and 
unusual location. 


HAWKS-LARIDS 
Black Vulture (R10): North Fork Preserve, 
SUFF 11 Jul. 
Turkey Vulture: max 19 near Peconic R area, 
Riv 9, 20 Jun. 
Osprey: 102 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM), 
continuing to increase in recent years. 
Bald Eagle: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Northern Harrier: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


366 


Cooper's Hawk: 3 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Red-tailed Hawk: 6 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Clapper Rail: 11 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Common Gallinule: sev reports Oakwood 
Beach marsh, RICH 26 Jun-18 Jul; River Rd 
marsh, RICH 25 Jul (ACi); Massapequa 
Preserve, NASS 2 Aug (J. Mohlin). 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: MB 4-7 Jun (W. 
Becker, mob); 2 JBWE 12-14 Jun (S. 
Billerman, MB Billerman, mob); CCP 24 Jun 
(BBo, BF, mob). 

American Avocet: JBWR 16-17 Aug (ABk, 
mob); GBP 19-20 Aug (I. Grant, mob). 
American Oystercatcher: 33 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Black-bellied Plover: 9 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

American Golden-Plover: arr East Hampton, 
SUFF 19 Aug; max 4 Riv sod fields 26, 31 
Aug. 

WILSON'S PLOVER: flyover JBWE 12 Jun 
(S. Billerman, MB Billerman). 

Piping Plover: 10 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Killdeer: 11 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Greater Yellowlegs: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

“Eastern” Willet: 30 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

“Western” Willet: arr NB 9 Jun (M. Zito) and 
DP 20 Jun (SSM); max 22 CCP 16 Aug (M. 
Goldstein). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: ~630 RMSP 30 Aug 
during one hour seawatch inc flocks of up to 
150+ east to west (TS, BBo). 

Upland Sandpiper: JBWR 26 Aug (J. 
Landesberg, P. Ribolow); Miller Field, RICH 
26 Aug (ACi, J. Ramirez-Garofalo), only 
reports. 

Whimbrel: max 6 RMSP 20 Jul. 

Hudsonian Godwit: flyby CRESLI 13 Aug; 
JBWR 18 Aug (DG, SSi, mob); JBWE 29 Aug 
(K. Rogers, mob). 

Marbled Godwit: OIn 23-25 Jun, 3 on 26 
Aug; 2 CCP 13 Aug, 1 there 20, 31 Aug; 
JBWE 31 Aug. 

Ruddy Turnstone: max 329 TB 2 Jun; 300 
CCP 4 Jun. 

Red Knot: max northbound 125 CCP 4 Jun, 
230 JBWR 5 Jun; max southbound 147 CCP 6 
Aug. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr CCP 1 Jul; max 65 JBWR 
18 Aug. 
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Sanderling: 4 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Dunlin: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Baird's Sandpiper: arr GKP 12 Aug; max 4 
Riv sod fields 26 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr JBWR 17 Aug; 
max 4 Riv sod fields 24, 28 Aug. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 227 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Western Sandpiper: PB 2 Jun (ABk); NB 27 
Jun, rare in “spring”; southbound arr 
Rockaway P QUEE 4 Aug; max 7 JBWR 18 
Aug. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM); first big southbound push 200 
JBWR 11 Jul. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: arr JBWR 21 Jul; 
singles reported from JBWR, GKP, Oak Beach 
SUFF, Captree Is, SUFF. 

Wilson's Phalarope: juv JBWR 11 Aug (DG); 
CCP 5 or 6 Aug (RBA). 

Red-necked Phalarope: 2 flybys CRESLI 13 
Aug; 2 PBP 25 Aug (BF, mob); 3 CRESLI 27 
Aug; 3 SeeLife Paulagic trip 27 Aug (SSi, 
mob); JBWE 29-30 Aug (B. Anderson, mob). 
SOUTH POLAR SKUA: Montauk whale 
watch trip 2 Jul (ACo, ph); Hudson Canyon 5 
Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW),ph; pelagic 15 Jul (N. 
Bonomo), well-described in eBird; pelagic NY 
Shelf waters 22 Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW), ph . 
Pomarine Jaeger: Hudson Canyon 22 Jul 
(DRog, JSh, AnW), ph. 

Parasitic Jaeger: max 7 TB 19 Jun (S. 
Ausubel, M. Normandia). 

Long-tailed Jaeger (R10): Offshore Coimbra 
Wreck 22 Jun (DRog, ph); Hudson Canyon 5 
Jul (DRog, JSh, AnW), ph. 

Little Gull: imm NB 6 Jun, well-described by 
B. Proniewych; second report of imm here 11 
Jun (mob, ph). 

Laughing Gull: 204 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

FRANKLIN'S GULL: ad Crab Meadow 
Beach, SUFF 18, 23 Jun (TS, mob); ad RMSP 
14 Aug (TWB, GB); JBSP 15 Aug (G. Straus). 
Ring-billed Gull: 27 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Herring Gull: 437 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Iceland Gull: SPCP and adjacent OIn 6, 8 20, 
28 Jun, | Jul (mob, ph); Heckscher SP, SUFF 
18 Aug (JGI). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 15 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM); the most numerous large 
gull at some sites in summer, as illustrated by 
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the following high counts along oceanfront, w 
to e: 17 NB7 Jun (ABk); 10 JBSP 29 Aug 
(K&SF); 45 RMSP 16 Aug (SSM); 23 Sunken 
Forest, FINS 6 Aug (DRog); 37 SPCP 16 Jun 
(MMcB); 11 CCP 1 Jul (PJL, SSM); 23 TB 16 
Jun (MMcB); 6 MB 5 Jun (MMcB); 8 
Sagaponack Pd SUFF 6 Jun (MMcB) 24 Hither 
Hills SP SUFF 29 Jul(AnW). 

Glaucous Gull: PlumbB 1 Jun (P. Paul); MB 4 
Jun, continuing. 

Great Black-backed Gull: 95 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Least Tern: 8 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Gull-billed Tern: 2 CCP 13 Jun; MB 18 Jul, 
rare for these eastern locations. 

Roseate Tern: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Common Tern: 265 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

ARCTIC TERN: A good showing, recorded 
from ca. all five inlets from Jones to Shinn and 
two from offshore, where records continue to 
accrue slowly. NB 7 Jun (ABk, K&SF, E. 
Becher), 9 Jun (BF, S. Muchnick, T. Healy, M. 
Zito), 15 Jun (SSM, P. Aitken, L. Weir, L. 
Dinapoli, M. Zito); DP 20 Jun(SSM); 2 Oln 17 
Jun (DRog); Moriches In (CCP): 2 Jun (ABk), 
11 Jun (ACo), 21 Jun (SSM, K&SF), 2 on 24 
Jun (SSM, PJL, TWB, GB, P. Morris, TS, 
BBo, BF, JG1), 30 Jun (M. Goldstein, KF), 1 
Jul (SSM), 2 on 4 Jul (MMcB, SSM, PJL, M. 
Yuan); Dune Rd SUFF 17 Jun( P. Morris, TS, 
BBo). Offshore: Coimba Wreck 22 Jun 
(DRog); Hudson Canyon 5 Jul (DRog, JSh, 
AnW). 

Forster's Tern: 18 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Royal Tern: small numbers NB in Jun, inc 
copulating pair 11 Jun (A. Bondi, P. Post); 1 
CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 

Sandwich Tern: 2 NB 6 Jun (S. Furtak, mob); 
2™ cal yr CCP 29 Jun -1 Jul (SSM, mob); MB 
5 Jul (D. Schulman). 

Black Skimmer: | CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); high counts at NB range from 200 to 
469 (5 Jul). 


PIGEONS-PARROTS 
Rock Pigeon: 109 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE: JBWR 21 Jun (R. 
Bate, R. Fried, mob); Riv sod fields 26 Aug (S. 
Meyerheinrich, mob). 
Mourning Dove: 153 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 13 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 
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Black-billed Cuckoo: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Barn Owl: nested at JBWR and Freshkills P, 
RICH. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Great Horned Owl: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Common Nighthawk: max reported 26 
Setauket Mill Pd, SUFF 30 Aug. 
Chuck-will's-widow: reported from Quogue in 
Jun, Watch Hill, Fire Island Pines (all SUFF) in 
early Jul. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM); reported from a few remnant 
strongholds: Edgewood Pres, Rocky Point area, 
West Hampton, and Napeague, all SUFF; max 
6 Edgewood 11 Jun. 

Chimney Swift: 66 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 4 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: private yard 
Babylon, SUFF 18 Aug (C. Cammarota, ph). 
Belted Kingfisher: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: ad CRSP 4 Jun, 
seen intermittently Jun/Jul, then 2 ads and 2 y 8 
Jul (K. Thompson, ph); Riv yard 5 Jun (S. R- 
Ahrens); PBP 10 Aug. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 49 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Fort Greene P, 
KING 27Aug (B. Vatrt), very early. 

Downy Woodpecker: 30 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Hairy Woodpecker: 17 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Northern Flicker: 19 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Pileated Woodpecker (R10): CemRes 23 Jun, 
24 Aug; Bunker Ponds P, RICH 14 Aug (ACi). 
Peregrine Falcon: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Monk Parakeet: 2 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


FLYCATCHERS-WAXWINGS 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: 30 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Acadian Flycatcher: 2 CP 2 Jun; CP 3 & 5 
Jun, all by voice; 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); singing HLSP 21 Jun (S. Perreault). 
Alder Flycatcher: JBWR 29 Jun; IHP 26 Aug; 
CemRes 27 Aug. 
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Willow Flycatcher: 30 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Eastern Phoebe: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 85 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Western Kingbird: Charlestown area, RICH 
21 Aug (ACi, mob). 

Eastern Kingbird: 23 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 53 CIC morning flight 25 Aug (SSi). 
White-eyed Vireo: 14 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Manhasset 2 Jul (SP), 
scarce and local breeder on LI. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Calvert Vaux P, KING 4 
Jul (AxW), rare in summer. 

Warbling Vireo: 54 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 20 Manhasset 2 Jul (SP), a notable 
single-site count. 

Red-eyed Vireo: 104 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Blue Jay: 111 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
American Crow: 74 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Fish Crow: 94 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Common Raven: | CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); continuing to increase, reported from 
every county in the Reg; known nesters inc 5 
(2 ads, 3y) BNL 1 Jun; 3 fledglings Syosset 
yard, NASS 5 Jun; ads, 3 y Bethpage water 
tower, NASS 12 Jun; family group Sunset P, 
KING 23 Jun; active nest Randall’s I, NEWY 
27 Jun. 

Purple Martin: 53 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Tree Swallow: 78 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: 2 CJC 3 
Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 

Cliff Swallow: two nests Pelham Bay Bridge, 
BRON 3 Jun (G. McGee, B. Keogh, J. 
Rothman); 8 nests PBP Pavillion with 22 ads 
15 juvs (E. Gaillard). 

Barn Swallow: 242 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Black-capped Chickadee: 49 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Tufted Titmouse: 51 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 13 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

House Wren: 58 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Marsh Wren: 18 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 


Carolina Wren: 81 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 58 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: CP 25 Aug, early. 
Veery: 9 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 

Wood Thrush: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 7 Manhasset 2 Jul (SP), singing males— 
a notable single-site count on LI. 

American Robin: 386 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Gray Catbird: 403 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Brown Thrasher: 14 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Northern Mockingbird: 107 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

European Starling: 462 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

American Pipit: NB 21 Jun (R. Bate, R. Fried, 
mob), unus date. 

Cedar Waxwing: 184 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


WARBLERS 
Ovenbird: 9 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, SSM). 
Golden-winged Warbler: m Prospect P, 
KING 23 Aug (T. Young); m IHP 25 Aug (N. 
O’Reilly). 
Blue-winged Warbler: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 
“Lawrence’s Warbler”: CP 25 Aug (DA). 
Prothonotary Warbler: William Floyd Estate, 
SUFF 11 Jun (M. Michealis, ph). 
Kentucky Warbler: singing males CP 8 Jun, 
25 Jun, the latter a record late spring/record 
early fall date for location (fide DA). 
Common Yellowthroat: 126 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 
American Redstart: 7 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: 2 CP 30 Jul, very 
early. 
Yellow Warbler: 237 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Blackpoll Warbler: 1 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Pine Warbler: 21 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Floyd Bennet 
Field, KING 8 Jul (H. Lopes), unus date. 
Yellow-throated Warbler: singing m Bayard 
Cutting Arboretum, SUFF 2-6 Jun, 29, 30 Jun, 
ad and fledgling here 22 Jul; CRSP 3, 15 Jun, 4 
Jul; 2 CJC 3 Jun refer to these. 
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Prairie Warbler: 10 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: GKP 26 Jul; CemRes 
27 Aug; Oakwood Beach area, RICH 31 Aug. 


TOWHEES-WEAVERS 
Eastern Towhee: 133 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Chipping Sparrow: 91 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Field Sparrow: 3 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Vesper Sparrow: singing males Dwarf Pine 
Plains SUFF 22 Jun, prob breeding; breeding at 
Gabreski Airport SUFF. 
Lark Sparrow: JBWE 14-15 Aug; JBWE 23- 
25 Aug (P. Palladino, mob). 
Savannah Sparrow: breeding on Oceanside 
Landfill, NASS (fide BF 2 Jun); singing St. 
Charles Cemetery, Farmingdale SUFF 21 Jun 
(M. Cooper). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: breeding at Fresh 
Kills P, KING, EPCAL and Gabreski Airport, 
SUFF again this year. 
Nelson’s Sparrow: 1-2 PlumbB 1-9 Jun, only 
reports.) 
Saltmarsh Sparrow: 38 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 
Seaside Sparrow: 41 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Song Sparrow: 143 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Swamp Sparrow: | CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM), rare breeder sw LI. 
Summer Tanager: CP 1 Jun, diff from 30 
May ind (DA); singing m Planting Fields 
Arboretum, NASS 4, 7 Jun (D. Klauber, mob); 
CP 7 Jul (R. Thoren). 
Scarlet Tanager: 5 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 
Northern Cardinal: 100 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 
Blue Grosbeak: excellent showing, all reports 
included: IHP 29 Jun; Mt. Loretto, RICH 3 
Jun, 4, 17, 18 Jul, 17 Aug; Wolfe’s Pd P, RICH 
17 Jun, 6, 8, 11, Aug; Fresh Kills P, RICH 20 
Jun, 2 on 29 Jun; Cedar Grove Beach, RICH 26 
Jun; CemRes 2, 8 Jul, 19, 20 Aug; Page Ave 
Beach, RICH 14 Aug; Conference House P, 
RICH 24, 30 Aug; Oceanside Landfill, NASS 2 
Jun, imm m, singing; Huntington Landfill, 
SUFF 4 Jun; CRSP 8 Jun; many reports 
Calverton, SUFF 1 Jun-17 Jul, max 3 on 3 Jun 
& 17 Jul. 
Indigo Bunting: 15 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 2 Manhasset 2 Jul (SP). 
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Dickcissel: JBWE 13 Jun; singing m Caumsett 
SP, SUFF 17-28 Jun (S. Feustel, mob); RMSP 
morning flight 24 Aug (SSM). 

Bobolink: Marine P, KING 15 Jul; 71 CIC 
morning flight 25 Aug (SSi). 

Red-winged Blackbird: 384 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird (R10): SPCP 28 
Jun (R. Taylor, ph); RMSP morning flight 24 
Aug (SSM). 

Common Grackle: 324 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: 11 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 61 CJC 3 Jun 
(comp. PJL, SSM). 


Orchard Oriole: 14 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM); 9 Manhasset 2 Jul (SP), territorial 
males—a notable single-site count, indicative 
of this species’ increased abundance. 
Baltimore Oriole: 90 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

House Finch: 27 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 

Purple Finch: CP 1-2 Jun. 

Pine Siskin: Carl Schurz P, NEWY 5 Jun. 
American Goldfinch: 82 CJC 3 Jun (comp. 
PJL, SSM). 

House Sparrow: 241 CJC 3 Jun (comp. PJL, 
SSM). 


Great Shearwater, Robert Moses SP, Suffolk, 18 Jun 2017, © S. S. Mitra. 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! — details seen by Regional Editor; ad — adult; Alt — 
Alternate plumage; Am. — American; arr — arrival or first of season; BBS — 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS — bird of the season; CBC — Christmas Bird 
Count; CO — confirmed nesting; Com. — Common; E. — Eastern; FL — fledgling; 
FY — adult feeding young; I — Island; imm — immature; intro — see introduction 
to report; juv — juvenile; L — Lake; max — maximum; mob — multiple observers; 
N. — Northern; NYSDEC — New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR — National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC — report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P — park; Pd — Pond; ph — photographed; 
Pt — Point; Res — Reservoir; Ri — River; SP — State Park; spm — specimen; subad 
— subadult; T — Town of; thru — throughout period; Twn — township; W. — 
Western; WMA — Wildlife Management Area; y — young. 


REPORTING REGIONS 


Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 
the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 
NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 
the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 
the boundary is NY Route 31. 


REPORTING DEADLINES 


Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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